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57.  Framework  Knitters'  Almshouses,  ground-floor  plan 

58.  Framework  Knitters'  Almshouses,  elevations 
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THE  present  volume  of  the  Survey  of  London  differs  in  some  respects 
from  its  predecessors.  The  usual  historical  and  biographical  notes 
accompanying  each  chapter  have,  save  in  one  or  two  exceptional 
cases,  been  omitted,  and  their  place  taken  by  a  historical  introduction  of 
90  pages.  This  is  due  to  several  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  material 
for  the  usual  notes  is  in  most  cases  not  available.  Three  Hearth  Tax  Rolls 
for  Shoreditch  are  in  existence  (Lay  Subsidies,  Middlesex,  252/32,  143/407  and 
143/370)  for  the  years  1666,  1674  and  an  intermediate  date.  These  give 
the  whole  of  the  occupiers  of  Shoreditch,  arranged  according  to  tenements 
(not  houses).  The  next  list  embracing  all  the  parish  is  that  contained  in 
a  ratebook  of  the  Holborn  and  Finsbury  Commission  of  Sewers  for  the 
year  1779.  The  gap  of  over  a  hundred  years  is  partially  filled  by  (i)  a  list 
(apparently  incomplete),  dated  ist  May,  1683,  of  the  occupiers  in  Hoxton 
Street,  contained  in  a  presentment-book  of  the  Holborn  and  Finsbury 
Sewers  Commission,  (ii)  a  list  of  the  housekeepers  rated  for  the  poor  in 
Church  End  and  Hoxton,  made  in  November,  1729,  and  contained  in  a 
MS.  book  of  Mr.  Dawson  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library,  (iii)  a 
list  of  tenants  (unclassified)  in  Hoxton  Square  contained  in  an  indenture  of 
I7th  May,  1760  (Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1760,  II.,  570).  After  the  1779  list 
the  next  is  that  contained  in  a  sewer  rate-book  for  1812.  This  deals  only 
with  the  liberties  of  Hoxton,  Moorfields  and  Norton  Folgate.  From  this 
date  the  sewer  rate-books  in  the  possession  of  the  London  County 
Council  run  fairly  regularly  up  to  the  year  1848,  and  from  1818  can  be 
supplemented  by  the  local  rate-books  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 
From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  any  attempts  to  connect  the  early 
lists  with  the  later  and  thus  to  allocate  occupiers  to  definite  houses  is  fore- 
doomed to  failure.  In  the  comparatively  few  cases  in  which  it  has  been 
found  practicable  to  connect  notable  individuals  with  land  or  houses,  either 
as  owners  or  occupiers,  biographical  details  have  been  given  in  footnotes. 

In  the  second  place  it  was  found  that  if  the  historical  matter  was 
confined  to  what  was  directly  connected  with  only  those  buildings  which 
were  included  in  the  Survey  it  could  not  fail,  owing  to  the  way  in  which  these 
buildings  were  distributed,  to  be  very  disjointed  and  partial. 

For  these  reasons,  and  owing  to  the  further  fact  that  in  the  course  of 
the  preparation  of  the  volume  a  large  amount  of  information  had  been  collected 
which  could  not  have  been  otherwise  utilised,  it  was  thought  desirable  to 
depart  in  this  instance  from  the  recognised  practice. 

The  rules  under  which  the  Survey  of  London  is  carried  out  provide 
that,  unless  in  exceptional  circumstances,  only  buildings  dating  from  before 
the  year  1800  should  be  included.  It  was  felt,  however,  that  an  exception 
might  well  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  present  Shoreditch  Technical  Institute 
(formerly  the  Aske's  Almshouses),  erected  in  1825. 

It  is  desired  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  those  owners  and 
occupiers  of  buildings  who  have  granted  permission  to  the  Council  to  make 
surveys  of  the  interior  of  their  premises,  and  take  photographs  of  the  same. 
The  Council's  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Dean  of  St.  Paul's  for  his  kindness 
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in  allowing  access  to  the  MSS.  in  the  Cathedral  Library,  to  the  officials  of 
the  Public  Record  Office,  the  MSS.  Department  of  the  British  Museum, 
and  the  Middlesex  Registry.  Grateful  acknowledgment  should  also  be 
made  to  Mr.  William  C.  Plant,  the  Borough  Librarian  of  Shoreditch,  for 
his  unweariedness  in  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council's  officers 
his  stores  of  information,  documentary  and  otherwise,  relating  to  the 
history  of  the  parish.  The  Architect  of  the  Council  desires  to  record  his 
appreciation  of  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of 
this  volume  by  Mr.  C.  J.  T.  Dadd  and  other  assistants  in  his  department. 

The  historical  introduction,  as  well  as  the  historical  information 
contained  in  the  actual  survey,  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Braines, 
B.A.  (Lond.),  a  principal  assistant  in  my  department. 

JAMES  BIRD. 

THE  COUHTT  HAIL, 

WESTMINSTER  BRIDGE,  S.E.I. 
loth  October,  1922. 
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HISTORICAL    INTRODUCTION. 

GENERAL. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  name  Shoreditch  occurs  in  the  middle  of 
the  I2th  century  in  the  form  "  Soredich."  With  a  view  to  obtaining  some 
reliable  basis  for  the  determination  of  its  meaning,  the  following  list  has  been 
compiled  of  all  the  instances  of  the  name  not  later  than  1260  discovered 
in  the  course  of  the  preparation  of  this  volume.  Except  in  the  first  three 
cases,  and  those  relating  to  Feet  of  Fines,  all  the  instances  are  taken  from 
deeds  contained  in  the  MSS.  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's.  The 
spelling  given  in  endorsements,  which  may  be  much  later  than  the  actual 
deeds,  has  not  been  taken  into  account. 

Circ.  1148.    "  Soredich"  (grant  to  Holy  Trinity,  see  p.  91). 
Circ.  1160.    "  Soredich"  (mandate  by  bishop  of  London,  see  p.  91). 
1183-4.    "  Soresdic"  (charter  of  Gilbert  Foliot,  see  p.  91). 
1204.    "  Sordig"  (charter  of  King  John). 
1204.    "Soredich"    "I 

"  Soresdich  "    Wthree  grants  by  bishop  of  London,  consequential  on  above). 
"  Schoredich  "j 
1220-1.    "  Schoresdich  "  (Feet  of  Fines). 

1235     "  Shcoredich"  (final  concord  between  Ralph,  son  of  Thomas,  and  Stephen  le 
Gras). 


1246.    "  Soredich"  (3  times)  (charter  of  Alexander,  son  of  Thos.  Ballard). 
1248-9.    "  Shoredich  "  (Feet  of  Fines). 
1250.    "  Soresdich  "  (4  times)  (agreement  between  Alan  of  Shoreditch,  aWElias  and 

Peter  de  la  Lane). 
1250.    "  Soresdich"  (3  times)  (an  agreement   between  Sir  Thomas  of  Bassingburn 

and  the  archdeacon  of  London). 

1252.    "  Shoresdich  "  (twice)  (charter  of  Alan  of  Shoreditch). 
1252.    "  Shordich  "  (3  times)  (fine  between  Alan  of  Shoreditch  and  the  archdeacon 

of  London). 
1255.    "  Shordich  "  (twice)  (grant  by  Henry  III.  to  Paulinus  of  Bampton). 

1255.  "  Soresdich  "  (charter  of  Sir  Thomas  of  Bassingburn). 

Shortly  after  1255.    "  Soresdich  "  (twice)  (grant  by  Paulinus  of  Bampton  to  the  archdeacon 
of  London). 

1256.  "  Soresdich  "  (twice)  (charter  of  Robert  of  Linsted). 
1257-8.    "  Soresdich  "  (Feet  of  Fines). 

1258-9.    "Shordich"  do. 

Circ.  1260.    "Schordich"  (3    times)  (quit-claim   by   Mary,   widow   of  Sir  Thomas   of 

Bassingburn). 

1260-1.    "  Shordik  "  (Feet  of  Fines). 

Before  1260.     "  Soredich  "  (4  times)  (charter  of  Ralph,  son  of  Thomas  "  ad  ecclesiam  "). 
Before  1260.     "  Schordichg  "  (charter  of  Richard  of  "  Stratende  "  and  others). 
Before  1260.     "  Shoresdich  "  (assize  of  novel  disseisin). 
Before  1260.    "  Schordigh  "  (charter  of  David  Sygar). 
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The  earliest  "  literary  "  mention  of  the  name  does  not  occur  until  about 
1380.  In  the  B  text  of  the  J'ision  of  Piers  Plowman,  reference  is  made  to 
"  the  souter  of  South werke,  or  of  Shordyche  dame  Emme."1 

From  the  above  list  it  is  clear  that  the  proper  form  of  the  name  was 
either  "  Shoresdich  "  or  "  Shoredich,"f  and  it  may  be  assumed,  as  practically 
certain,  that  in  the  I2th  century  this  would  have  been  pronounced  in  three 
syllables.  Such  a  conclusion,  however,  seems  to  be  quite  inconsistent  with 
the  usual ^  interpretation  of  the  name,  which  sees  in  the  first  half  of  the  word 
what  was  once  a  common,  and  is  even  now  a  recognised  pronunciation,§  of  the 
word  "  sewer."  Although  at  the  present  time  this  word  is  generally  used  to 
signify  an  underground  channel  for  carrying  away  waste  water  or  refuse,  its 
original  meaning  is  an  artificial  watercourse  for  draining  purposes.  "  Sewer- 
ditch,"  therefore,  takes  us  back,  it  is  suggested,  to  the  time  when  the  locality, 
to  a  large  extent,  consisted  of  marshy  land  drained  by  open  watercourses. 
It  is,  however,  very  difficult  to  believe  that  the  word  "  sewer,"  derived  from 
the  Old  French  seuwierey\\  was  pronounced  with  an  "o"  in  the  I2th  century, 
and  the  pronunciation  of  "  shore  "  or  "  shores  "  in  two  syllables  renders  a 
connection  with  the  French  word  hardly  possible.  Moreover,  "  sewer- 
ditch,"  two  words  meaning  practically  the  same  thing,  seems,  without  some 
qualification,  hardly  appropriate  or  even  probable  as  a  place-name. 

For  these  reasons  it  is  necessary  to  look  askance  on  the  commonly- 
accepted  derivation  of  the  word,  and  to  fall  back  on  the  suggestion  that  the 
first  element  contains  a  qualification  of  the  second,  such  as  would  be  con- 
veyed, for  example,  by  an  adjective,^  or  more  probably  the  genitive  of  a 
proper  noun.** 

Shoreditch  appears  to  have  originated  in  a  settlement  which  grew  up 
at  the  junction  of  two  important  Roman  roads,  Kingsland  Road  and  Old 

•  Skeat's  edn.,  XIII.,  line  345. 

t  The  absence  of  the  "  h  "  in  certain  cases  has  no  bearing  upon  the  derivation  of  the  word, 
but  is  simply  due  to  the  fact  that  the  scribe  was  of  Norman  birth.  Old  French  had  no  initial  ih, 
and  when  the  Norman  tried  to  pronounce  the  English  sh  (representing  the  A.-S.  if)  he  merely 
said,  and  often  wrote,  s.  In  a  M.E.  poem  The  Story  of  Genesis  and  Exodus,  of  circ.  1250, 
»uch  spellings  occur  in  abundance,  e.g.,  saft  (for  shaft),  sal  (for  shall),  sarp  (for  sharp),  sod  (for  shod), 
soren  (for  shorn). 

t  For  instance,  in  Skeat's  Etymological  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language. 

§  "  The  persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  searching  the  sewers  call  themselves  '  Shoremen.'  " 
(Mayhew's  London  Labour  and  the  London  Poor,  II.,  150). 

||  A  sluice  of  a  fish  pond  for  letting  off  water. 

*  Such  as  the  name  "  Deep-ditch  "  applied  to  the  eastern  course  of  the  Walbrook  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  parish  and  "  Flood-ditch  "  in  Hoxton,  probably  the  upper  portion  of  the 

estern  course  of  that  stream  (see  p.  87).  The  "  Shoredich  "  or  "  Shoresdich  "  may  have  been 
either  the  same  stream  or  that  tributary  of  it  which  ran  along  the  east  of  the  churchyard  and 
crossed  the  main  road  near  Holywell  Lane. 

••  Since  the  above  was  written  Cover's  Place  Names  of  Middlesex  has  appeared,  and  it  is 

iting  to  note  that  the  author  of  that  work  interprets  Shoreditch  as  "  the  ditch  of  Sceorf  or 

It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  mention  the  theory  that  the  name  "  Shoreditch  "  has 

nee  to  the  fact  (if  it  be  a  fact)  that  Jane  Shore  died  there  in  a  ditch,  for  it  has  been  shown  that 

=  name  occurs  over  300  years  before  Jane  Shore's  time.     Another  favourite  theory,  that  Shore- 

tch  derived  its  name  from  the  "  dc  Shoreditch  "  family,  puts  the  cart  before  the  horse 
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Street.*  From  the  fact  that  it  gave  its  name  to  a  parish  which  included 
Hoxton  and  Haggerston,  it  seems  probable  that  it  was  at  least  as  ancient 
as  those.  This  constitutes  a  further  objection  to  the  usual  interpretation, 
for  if,  as  is  suggested,  the  settlement  was  given  a  name  of  which  the  first 
syllable  was  French,  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  date  back  much  before  the 
Norman  Conquest.f 

A  large  proportion  of  the  parish  in  mediaeval  times  belonged  to  religious 
foundations.  The  Augustinian  Priory  of  Holywell  was  situated  within 
the  parish,  and  owned  a  considerable  estate  therein.  The  Priory  of  St. 
Mary  Spital  was  just  outside,  but  owned  a  portion  of  southern  Shoreditch 
east  of  the  main  road  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  Haggerston.  A  slice 
of  land  on  both  sides  of  the  high  road,  south  of  the  church,  belonged  to  the 
manor  of  Stepney,  attached  to  the  see  of  London,  and  the  manor  of  Bammes 
(which  was,  however,  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  situated  in  Hackney)  was  a 
sub-manor  of  Stepney.  The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's  held  the 
prebendal  manors  of  Finsbury  (or  Holywell),  Norton  Folgate,  Eald  Street, 
Wenlock's  Barn  and  Hoxton,  all  contained  either  wholly  or  in  part  within 
the  parish  of  Shoreditch. 

The  boundaries  of  the  parish  as  they  existed  in  1894^:  seem,  with  two 
possible  exceptions,  to  have  remained  unaltered  from  early  times.  In  three 
places  they  were  formed  by  ancient  thoroughfares  dating  from  the  Roman 
period,  viz.,  Hackney  Road  (formerly  known  as  Collier  Lane),  and  short 
lengths  of  Old  Street  and  Kingsland  Road.  The  extreme  south-eastern 
boundary  was  formed  by  the  eastern  course  of  the  Walbrook.  In  many  places, 
no  doubt,  the  limits  coincided  with  the  hedges  and  ditches  bounding  the 
fields,  of  which  at  no  very  remote  time  the  parish  was  almost  entirely  composed. 

One  of  the  two  possible  exceptions  referred  to  is  the  southern  boundary 
where  it  crosses  the  high  road.  In  Ogilby  and  Morgan's  Survey  of  the 
City  of  London  after  the  Great  Fire,  it  is  shown  about  100  feet  north  of 
Hog  Lane  (Worship  Street).  This  is  almost  certainly  a  mistake.  The 
property  on  the  north  side  of  Hog  Lane§  is  described  in  1584]!  as  "  in  the 
'  parish  of  St.  Leonard  in  Shordiche;"  in  1639%  as  "  in  Shorditch;"  in 
1684**  as  "  in  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch,"  and  in  1738  as  in  "  Hogg  Lane  in 
St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch  ;"ff  and  there  seems  little  doubt  that  during  the 
whole  of  the  period  mentioned  the  boundary  ran,  as  it  did  in  1894,  along 
Hog  Lane. 

1  That  is,  the  later  Old  Street,  formed  to  the  north  of  the  earlier  thoroughfare,  after  the 
district  of  Moorfields  had  become  a  morass. 

t  Unless   of  course   it  changed  its  name,  but  that  is  very  unlikely. 

$  The  Survey  of  London  is  arranged  according  to  the  boundaries  existing  in  that  year. 

§  See  p.  14. 

||  Final  Concord  between  John  Turner  quer  :  and  John  and  Christopher  Roper  tie/ore  : 
(Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  26  Eliz.  Hil). 

^f  Indenture  dated  and  October,  1639,  between  Edmund  Moore  and  Thos.  Large  (Close 
Roll,  3192). 

**  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  V.,  269/29. 

tt  Indenture,  dated  3rd  April,  1738,  between  Elizabeth  Young  and  Thos.  Stephens  (Middx. 
Regy.  Mem/!.,  1738,  III.,  452). 
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The  other  exception  relates  to  the  northern   boundary  west  of  the 
high  road.     Tradition  has  it*  that  the  manor  house  of  Bammes  was  originally 
within  the  parish  of  Shoreditch,  but  that,  about  1680,  the  authorities  of  that 
parish  refused  burial  to  a  man  who  had  been  drowned  in  the  Bammes  moat. 
On  application  being  made  to  Hackney,  it  was  granted,  and  always  after 
that  time  the  authorities  of  Hackney  laid  claim  to  the  house  and  its  sur- 
roundings.    The  story  is  perhaps  a  reminiscence  of  the  fact  that  disputes 
arose  between  Shoreditch  and  Hackney  as  to  a  seven-acre  field  belonging 
to  Bammes,  on  the  west  side  of  the  high  road,  immediately  north  of  the 
present  boundary,  and  that,  as  the  result  of  arbitration,  they  were  decided 
in  1697  in  favour  of  Hackney. f     Whether  any  part  of  Bammes  ever  was  in 
Shoreditch  is  a  question  which  can  hardly  be  answered  with  certainty.     It 
was  not  so  in   1351,  when  the  manor  of  Hoxton,  as  it  was  then  called, 
was    described   as    "  in    the   parish    of  Hackney,"^   nor  was    it  in    1745, 
for  the  only  property  in  Shoreditch  shown  on  Chassereau's  Map  as  in  the 
ownership  of  "  Bevoir  "  (the  then  owner  of  Bammes)  consisted  of  two  fields 
which  were  no  part  of  the  original  manor.§     On  the  other  hand,  in  several 
documents   between    1593   and    1623,    Shoreditch   is   included   among   the 
parishes  in  which  the  manor  is  said  to  be  situated. ||     This  cannot  be  due  to 
either  of  the  two  fields  mentioned  above,  for  one  was  not  added  to  the  manor 
until  1631  and  the  other  not  until  after  1634.     There  is,  therefore,  certain 
prima  facie  evidence  to  support  the  suggestion  that  the  boundary  between 
Shoreditch  and  Hackney  at    this  point  was  subject  to  fluctuation    before  it 
was  finally  settled  in  1697. 

In  connection  with  the  survey  of  the  parish  it  has  been  thought  advisable 
to  include  a  sketch,  as  detailed  as  the  information  to  hand  and  the  space  at 
disposal  will  permit,  of  the  history  of  the  parish,  having  as  its  principal 
object  the  tracing  of  the  evolution  of  the  several  localities  from  the  i6th 
century.  Naturally  the  particulars  are  not  so  full  in  some  cases  as  in  others, 
and  in  one  or  two  minor  instances  essential  details  are  wanting,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  information  collected  will  be  found  sufficient  to  give  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  aspect  of  the  parish  at  any  time  from  about  the  middle 
of  the  1 6th  century  until  the  end  of  the  i8th.  In  carrying  out  this  scheme, 
it  has  been  found  convenient  to  depart  somewhat  from  the  order  adopted 

•  Ellis,  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  124. 

t  See  copy  of  agreement   dated    6th   Feb. ,  1696-7    in  Robinson's  History   of  Hackney, 
I,  pp.  164-7. 

|  William  Whitmore  by  his  will,  dated  6th  Aug.  1593,  left  to  his  wife  Anne  the  farm  called 

Jalmcs,    situated  in  the  parishes  of  Hackney,  Shoreditch  and  Tottenham  (P.C.C.,  60  Nevill); 

a  fine  of  1607  between  Sir  Geo.  Philpot  and  the  Earl  of  Southampton  and  others  concerns  inter 

alu  the  manors  of  "  Barnes  "  and  Mile  End  in  Hoxton,  Shoreditch,  Hackney,  Stepney,  etc  (Feet 

Fines,  Double  Counties,  4  Jas.  I.  Hil);   the  inquisition  on  Sir  Gco.  Philpot,  22nd  May,  1623, 

Barnes  fit  Hoggesdon,"  in  the  parishes  of  Hoxton  (!),  Shoreditch  and 

:y(/»f.  P.M.  Chancery,  2nd  Series,  402/129);  and  the  same  description  is  given  in  the  survey 

of  ms  property  in  the  Court  of  Wards  (FeoJaries  Surveys,  Midd.,  26). 

*  See  p.  79. 

S  See  pp.  71-2. 
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in  the  later  portion  of  this  volume,  and   to  commence  with  the  entry   into 
Shoreditch  from  Norton  Folgate. 

SHOREDITCH  HIGH  STREET,  EAST  SIDE. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  east  side  of  Shoreditch  High  Street 
(formerly  Holywell  Street*)  has  been  so  completely  altered  by  (i)  the  clearance 
for  the  erection  of  the  Bishopsgate  terminus  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway, 
(ii)  the  construction  of  Commercial  Street,  and  (iii)  the  clearance  for  the 
extension  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  to  Liverpool  Street,  all  of  which 
took  place  before  the  publication  of  large-scale  Ordnance  maps,  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  identify  the  sites  of  the  various  holdings  in  early  times. 


SHOREDITCH    TOWARDS   THE    CLOSE    OF   THE    I&TH    CENTURY  (pROM    THE  "  ACAS  "    VIEW,    tire.    IJ/O.) 

The  priory  of  St.  Mary  Spital  lay  just  without  the  parish,  but  the 
property  belonging  to  and  immediately  adjoining  it  extended  northwards 
for  some  distance  within  the  parish  boundary. 

Stow  recordsf  that  among  the  buildings  reaching  from  the  bars 
northwards,  at  the  close  of  the  i6th  century,  was  "  one  row  of  proper  small 

*  The  name  is  met  with  as  early  as  22  Edw.  III.  (1348-9)  in  the  Court  Rolls  of  Stepney 
Manor  (three  cottages  with  six  shops  built  over  in  "  Haliwellstrete  "). 
t   Survey  of  London  (Kingsford's  edn.),  II.,  p.  74. 
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"  houses  with  Gardens  for  poore  decayed  people,  there  placed  by  the  Prior 
"  of  the  said  Hospitall  :  every  one  Tenant  whereof  paid  one  penny  rent 
••  In  the  VIM  re  at  Christmas,  and  dined  with  the  Prior  on  Christmas  Day: 
"  but  after  the  suppression  of  the  Hospitall,  these  houses  for  want  of  repara- 
"  tions  in  few  yeares  were  so  decayed,  that  it  was  called  Rotten  Rowe,  and 
"  the  poore  worne  out  (for  there  came  no  new  in  their  place)  :  the  houses, 
'  for  a  small  portion  of  money,  were  solde  from  Goddard  to  Russell  a  Draper, 
"  who  newbuilded  them,  and  let  them  out  for  rent  enough,  taking  also  large 
"  Fines  of  the  Tenantes,  neare  as  much  as  the  houses  cost  him  purchase,  and 
"  building  :  for  hee  made  his  bargaines  so  hardly  with  all  men,  that  both 
"  Carpenter,  Brkkelayer,  and  Playsterer  were  by  that  Worke  vndone.  And 
'  yet  in  honour  of  his  name,  it  is  now  called  Rusself  Row." 

The  "  official  "  name  for  the  houses  in  question  was  Crown  Rents, 

and  they  were  in  a  bad  condition  even  before  the  dissolution.     On  4th  June, 

1538,  the  prior  leased  to  William  Sherland  for  99  years*  The  Crown,  together 

with  21  tenements  "  called  the  Crowne  Rentes,  lying  and  extendyng  togyther 

'  in  the  said  Strete  [i.e.,  the  Kynges  highwaye]  on  the  southe  partie  of  the 

'  said  Crowne,  also  there  eight  othere  tenementes     .     .     .     next  adjoining 

'  to  the  forsaid  tenemente  called  the  Crowne  agaynste  the  southe  partie 

'  and     .     .     .     William  Goddardes  tenementes  on  the  northe  partie  ;"  and 

the  indenture  stated  that  the  "  said  mesuage  and  tenementes     ...     lie 

at  thys  presente  day  in  greate  decay  and  farre  oute  of  all  reparacione." 

There  were  two  other  tenements  included  in  Crown  Rents,  lying  between 

Magpie  Alley  (now  Fleur  de  Lis  Street)  on  the  north  and  the  parish  boundary 

on  the  south.     These  were  not  included  in  the  lease  above-mentioned,  but 

on    the  dissolution  were  granted,  together  with  the  site  of  the  priory  and 

other  of  its  possessions,  to  Richard  Morysyn.f 

Owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  property  Sherland's  rent  had  been 
fixed  low  (£}  a  year),  but  in  1542  his  long  lease  was  cancelled  and  one  for 
21  years  at  £j  a  year  was  substituted.^  Apparently  he  had  done  nothing  in 
the  interval  in  the  way  of  substantial  repairs,  for  all  the  houses  were  still 
said  to  be  "  in  great  decay."  Two  years  later,  the  freehold  of  the  property, 
described  as  The  Crown  and  twenty-three  tenements  called  the  Crown  Rents, 
in  the  tenure  of  William  Sherland,  was  sold  to  William  Breton  and  Henry 
Ashfield.^  By  1 56 1  the  property  had  come  into  the  hands  of  George  Goddard, 
who  in  that  year  mortgaged  it  to  Richard  Blount,  and  on  loth  May,  1563, 
it  was  retransferred  from  Blount  to  GoddardJ]  In  the  same  year  Goddard 

•  Exchequer  Augmentation,  Conventual  Leases,  Lend.,  No.  28. 

t  Patent  Roll,  691,  22nd  April,  31  Henry  VIII.  The  will  of  William  Tillard  (MM.  Reg. 
Memli.,  1745,  III.,  333),  a  later  owner  of  this  property,  describes  such  of  it  as  was  situated 
in  the  high  road  as  "  eitcnding  from  the  end  of  White  Lyon  Street  to  the  west  end  of  an  alley 
"  leading  from  Hollywcll  Street  aforesaid  to  Flower  de  Luce  Street,"  /jr.,  Magpie  Alley. 

t  Court  of  Augmentation!  Miscell.  Book,  213,  p.  no. 

S  Patent  Roll,  36  Henry  VIII..  \0.  761. 

f'/ea  Rolls,  5  Eliz.  ud  part.  No.  16-17,  1211. 
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sold  it  to  Thomas  Russell.*  So  far  as  can  be  checked,  therefore,  the  account 
given  by  Stow  seems  to  be  justified. f 

In  the  early  part  of  the  i8th  century  the  property,  comprising  30 
houses  fronting  Holywell  Street  and  4  in  the  rear,  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  Rev.  Peter  Wood,  and  from  the  information  contained  in  a  series  of 
leases  made  by  him,^  can  be  shown  to  have  had  a  frontage  to  the  street  of 
387  feet  from  Magpie  Alley§  (i.e.,  as  far  as  Unicorn  Alley,  the  site  of  which 
is  approximately  marked  by  the  northern  corner  of  Commercial  Street),  and 
a  depth  varying  from  about  87  feet  on  the  north  to  92  feet  on  the  south.|| 

Behind  Crown  Rents  lay  an  open  space  also  belonging  to  St.  Mary 
Spital,  and  included,  though  not  specifically,  in  the  grant  to  Morysyn. 
Morysyn  transferred  the  property  to  John  Hales,^|  and  the  latter  in  his 
turn  to  Stephen  Vaughan.**  From  him  it  descended  to  Sir  Rowland  Vaughan, 
on  whose  death  it  came  to  Lady  Elizabeth  St.  John,  his  daughter, ff  widow 
of  Sir  Paulet  St.  John,  eldest  son  of  Oliver,  ist  earl  of  Bolingbroke,  and 
subsequently  to  Paulet,  the  third  earl,  who  died  in  1711.  On  I2th  July, 
1716,  the  property  was  sold  by  William,  Lord  St.  John,  to  Isaac  Tillard.:):^ 
The  Tillard  property  did  not  extend  as  far  north  as  did  Crown  Rents,  for 
the  latter  are  said  to  be  bounded  on  the  east  in  part  only  by  the  Tillard  estate, 
the  other  part  abutting  on  "  houses  and  gardens  of  Manday  [Maundy]. "§§ 

From  the  fact  that  the  Tillard  estate  included  the  site  of  the  Norton 
Folgate  Almshouses  (purchased  in  1728  from  Wrilliam  Tillard),  which 
extended  63  feet  north  of  the  then  end  of  Blossom  Street,||!|  or,  say,  about 

*  As  "  one  messuage,  29  cottages  and  30  gardens  "  (Feet  of  Fines,  5  Eliz.). 

f  The  plea  of  Richard  Jones  and  Agnes,  his  wife  (25  Novr.  1589),  throws  an  interesting 
sidelight  on  the  story.  Agnes's  previous  husband,  Christopher  Stevens,  had  obtained  in  Jan. 
1579-80  a  lease  at  305.  a  year  of  one  of  the  houses  "  then  in  gret  decaie,"  and  in  spite  of  his  having 
spent  a  large  sum  of  money  on  it,  and  his  widow  having  "  so  liberallie  bestoed  her  substaunce  in  and 
"  upon  the  said  house,"  Russell  refused  to  grant  her  a  new  lease.  (Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  II. 
Eliz.  J.,  1/54). 

^  Particularly  leases  of  6th  Sept.,iy26  (Middx.  Registry  Memls.,  1726, 1.,  405)  andilth  Septr., 
1729  (Ibid.,  1729,  II. ,  263,  264,  265). 

§  The  southern  boundary  is  given  as  the  Tillard  property  which  reached  Magpie  Alley, 
see  above. 

||  On  6th  July,  1593,  Russell  granted  by  deeds  polla  yearly  rent  of  £50  los.  charged  on  Crown 
Rents  to  the  Drapers'  Company  to  distribute  for  various  charitable  purposes  (Endowed  Charities 
(County  of  London),  III.,  p.  452).  The  rent  charge  was  redeemed  in  1869-70,  when  certain  of 
the  property  was  acquired  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  for  its  Liverpool  Street  extension. 
The  houses  taken  by  the  Company  were  Nos.  1 1  to  27,  Holywell  Street,  and  extended  from  Magpie 
Alley  northward  for  a  distance  of  228  feet.  (Information  kindly  supplied  by  the  Land  Agent  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway.) 

\  Licence  to  alienate  given  in  Patent  Roll,  32  Henry  VIII.,  No.  694. 

**  Licence  to  alienate  given  in  Ibid.,  No.  699. 

ft  Court  of  Wards  Feodaries  Surveys,  27. 

$$  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1716,  III.,  65  ft". 

§§  Indenture,  dated  6th  Sept.  1726,  between  Peter  Wood  and  Jas.  Fallowfield  and  Josiah 
Sykes  (Middx.  Regy.  Memls.  1726,  I.,  405).  The  "  Manday  "  property  was  part  of  Cistern  Close. 

Illl  See  indenture  of  gth  Feb.,  1758,  between  John  Brown  and  others  and  Jas.  Payton  and 
others  (C.P.  Recovery  Roll,  31  Geo.  II.,  Easter  No.  700,  1-6). 
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130  feet  north  of  the  present  end  of  that  street,  it  is  evident  that  it  reached 
northwards  to  about  120  feet  from  Unicorn  Alley.  It  is  shown  below  that 
the  Maundy  property  extended  this  distance  south  of  Unicorn  Alley,  and 
it  is  evident  therefore  that  this  was  the  actual  boundary  between  the  two 
properties.* 

We  come  next  to  the  Maundy  property.  This  formed  the  whole  or 
part  of  a  close  called  Cistern  Close,  which  also  belonged  to  the  priory  of 
St.  Mary  Spital.  On  4th  July,  1543,  the  King  granted!  to  Richard 
Andrews  and  Nicholas  Temple,  inter  alia,  all  those  lands  containing  40  rods 
of  assize  commonly  called  "  taylors  yardes,"  then  or  late  in  the  tenure  of 
William  Goddard,  lying  in  a  close  called  "  Sesternes  close,"  containing  two 
acres,  lately  belonging  to  the  house  or  new  hospital  of  the  Blessed  Mary 
without  Bishopsgate,  as  well  as  two  messuages,  with  their  appurtenances, 
formerly  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Gadd  and  late  of  William  Goddard.  On 
ist  February,  1543-4,  Andrews  transferred^  the  property  to  William  Bolles, 
and  the  two  tenements  and  piece  of  land  called  "  le  Cesterne,"  containing 
40  "  virgates,"  were  in  the  hands  of  the  latter's  descendant  of  the  same  name 
at  his  death,§  some  time  before  1607.  The  next  mention  of  the  property 
occurs  in  a  survey||  (dated  1635)  of  the  estate  of  Vincent  Goddard,  which 
had  descended  to  William  his  son,  where  it  is  described  as  "  fortie  taylors 
"  yardes  .  .  .  conteyning  .  .  .  twoe  acres  .  .  .  lying  in  a 
1  certayne  close  called  Sesternes  Close  and  one  mesuage  now  into  diverse 
"  mesuages  divided."  On  i6th  November,  1649,  William  and  Mary  Goddard 
sold  to  Richard  Sanderson^f  "  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  .  .  .  with 
'  the  orchard,  garden  and  ground  therewith  holden  .  .  .  contayning 
'  .  .  .  two  acres  .  .  .  called  Cesterne  Close."  Cistern  Close,  other- 
wise called  "  Ricrofte  Rents,"  is  stated  in  1720**  to  have  included  eight  houses 
which,  in  1734,  were  part  of  the  estate  of  Ann  Maundy.  A  deed  of  I7th 
December  in  that  yearff  describes  her  property  as  consisting  of  20  messuages, 
on  a  parcel  of  ground  260^  feet  from  east  to  west,  128  feet  broad  at  the  east 
end,  and  I2O§  feet  at  the  west,  situated  in  "  Unicorn  Alley,  otherwise  Cistern 
Close."  As  has  been  shown  above,  Cistern  Close  must  here  have  adjoined 
the  Tillard  estate,  and  the  measurement  of  260^  feet  shows  that  the  former 
reached  exactly  from  Crown  Rents  to  the  parish  boundary  on  the  east. 

The  history  of  that  part  of  the  high  street  which  lies  between  the 
northern  corner  of  Commercial  Street  and  the  Bethnal  Green  Road,  now 

•  This  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  site  of  the  south-eastern  half  of  that  part  of  Commercial 
Street  which  is  within  the  parish,  was  also  part  of  the  Tillard  estate  (see  Schedule  to  the  Act,  9  & 
to  Viet.  c.  34). 

t  Patent  Roll,  35  Henry  VIII.,  No.  736. 

*  Close  Roll,  35  Henry  VIII.  (i),  433. 

S  Court  of  Wards,  Feodaries  Accounts,  Miscl.  Bundles,  XI.  3. 
|!  C«*rt  of  Wards,  Feodaries  Surveys,  Midd.,  26. 
1  Close  Roll,  3475. 

•  Indenture  22nd  August,  1720,  between  Thos.  Parker  and  Richard  Storey  (Middx.  Reg. 
Mem/i.,  1720,  I.  226). 

tt  Middx.  Reg.  Mem/i.,  1734.  V.  378-9. 
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wholly  occupied  by  Bishopsgate  goods  station,  is  very  uncertain.  The 
southern  portion  of  this  frontage  was  occupied  by  the  Great  House.  This 
"  greate  capitall  messuage  or  mansion  howse  called  the  Create  House,"* 
was  leased  by  the  prior  of  St.  Mary  Spital  on  I2th  October,  1535,  to  William 
Goddard  for  a  period  of  190  years. f  The  latter 's  grandson,  William,  is 
said  to  have  "  divided  the  Great  House  into  divers  and  sondry  tenementes 
and  habitacions,"  filling  them  with  Spaniards,  Italians,  French  and  Dutch- 
men, who  paid  large  fines  and  rents.:):  No.  48,  Holywell  Street,  which 
occupied  the  south  corner  of  the  entrance  to  a  passage  known  as  Goddard's 
Rents,  leading  from  the  high  road  to  Swan  Fields,  was  described  when  sold 
to  the  parish  authorities  on  2ist  July,  1642,  as  held  for  the  residue  of  a  term 
of  190  years  beginning  I2th  October,  1535. §  It  is  thus  to  be  identified  with 
a  portion  of  the  Great  House,  which  must  have  extended  northwards  at  least 
as  far  as  the  site  of  the  passage. [| 

The  property  to  the  east  of  this  included  what  was  afterwards  known 
as  Webb's  Square.  It  seems  to  have  been  sold  by  Goddard  to  Paul 
Hudson^}  in  1637,  and  in  1684  John  Hudson  (apparently  his  son)  of  Bovington, 
Herts,  is  found  in  possession  of  the  freehold  of  premises  on  both  the  north 
and  south  sides  of  the  square.**  On  the  south,  Hudson's  property  extended 
70  feet  beyond  the  line  of  the  square,ff  exactly  meeting  the  Maundy  estate. 

The  fact  that  Goddard,  when  selling  to  Hudson  renounced  on  behalf 
of  the  heirs  of  William  Bolles  suggests  that  this  property  was  part  of 
Cistern  Close.  It  is,  however,  rather  remarkable  that  it  is  never  called 
by  that  name.  Moreover,  in  an  early  document,  ^  the  "  stone  house  "  is 
said  to  occupy  the  space  between  the  Great  House  west,  the  orchard  of 
The  Swan  east,  Braytoft's  garden  (i.e.,  the  garden  of  Stratton's  House,  see 
below)  north,  and  the  garden  of  the  Great  House  south.  There  is  no 
record  of  any  part  of  Cistern  Close  having  been  used  as  the  orchard  of  The 
Swan,  and  it  would  rather  seem  that  the  orchard  was  Swan  Fields,  to  the 
east  of  the  parish  boundary.  In  that  case  the  Stone  House  and  the  garden 
of  the  Great  House  reached  as  far  as  the  boundary,  i.e.,  included  the  site  of 

*  See  plea  of  William  Johnson  and  Jane  his  wife  v.  William  Goddard  (Chancery  Proceedings, 
C.  II.,  Jas.  I.,  J.  5/28). 

f  Evidence  of  William  Goddard  in  suit  of  Thos.  Monnington  v.  the  former  (Ibid.,  M,  6/39). 
The  period  is  given  as  180  years,  but  the  evidence  of  other  documents  shows  that  190  is  correct. 

%  Evidence  ofT.  Monnington  (Ibid?). 

§  Endowed  Charities  (County  of  London),  III.,  p.  425.  The  house  was  demolished  in  con- 
nection with  the  construction  of  the  Bishopsgate  terminus  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway. 

||  It  probably  reached  a  little  further. 

If  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  13  Chas.  I.,  Mich.,  re  I  messuage,  9  cottages,  5  gardens,  and  I  orchard. 

*  So  called  from  John  Webb,  in  whose  hands  the  leases  became  vested.     From  the  evidence 

of  certain  deeds  (see  below)  it  would  seem  that  the  original  intention  was  to  call  it  Hudson's  Square. 

ft  See  indenture  of  assignment  of  mortgage,  nth  Novr.,  1718,  between  Benj.  Huckwell 
(i),  John  Webb  (2),  and  Thos.  Sheppard  (3),  of  two  parcels  of  ground  lying  near  a  passage  or 
way  called  Goddard's  Rents,  containing  E.  to  W.  60  feet,  N.  to  S.  on  E.  side,  70  feet,  abutting 
north  on  the  square  intended  to  be  railed  in  12  feet  from  the  demised  premises  and  to  be  called 
Hudson's  Square,  and  E.  and  W.  on  other  ground  of  Hudson  (Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1718,  VI.,  1969. 

\\  Reply  of  John  Bratofte  to  Vincent  Goddard,  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  II.,  Eliz.,  G.  7/59.) 
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Webb's  Square,  and  Cistern  Close,  so  far  from  occupying  two  acres,  was 
less  than  half  that  area. 

So  far  as  we  have  proceeded,  all  the  property  had  formerly  been  in 
the  possession  of  the  priory  of  St.  Mary  Spital.  In  the  case  of  the  next 
house  to  the  north,  this  is  doubtful.  In  1563,*  Charles  Goddard  mortgaged 
to  Thomas  Weaver  "  all  that  mesuage  or  tenemente  ...  in  Halywell 
"  Strete  .  .  .  nowe  in  the  tenure  or  occupacion  of  Anthony  Stratton," 
as  well  as  an  acre  and  a  half  of  ground  called  the  Lampitts,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  parish  boundary.  All  these  premises  lay  "  betwene  the  greate 
"  tenemente  of  the  late  priorie  or  hospitall  of  St.  Marie  without  Bisshopps- 
"  gate  .  .  .  nowe  in  the  tenure  of  Elizabeth  Henyngham,f  weadowe, 
"  on  the  sowthe,  and  a  tenemente  late  of  the  said  Elizabeth  and  nowe  of 
"  Thomas  Litton  .  .  .  and  a  gardeyn,  barne  and  free  land  late  of  the 
"  said  Elizabeth,  and  nowe  of  ...  John  Bratofte  on  the  northe  parte, 
"  and  doth  extend  itselfe  on  the  kinges  hyghe  strete  called  Halywell  Strete 
"  on  the  west  parte  unto  a  certeyn  litle  lane  in  Stebunhuthe  .  .  .  leading 
"  from  the  lodging  called  the  Swanne  unto  the  Spittilfeldes  on  the  este 
"  parte."  On  23rd  May,  1565,  Goddard  and  Weaver  sold$  the  property 
to  John  Braytoft,  and  from  him  it  may  be  traced  to  Katherine  Botley.§ 
On  the  latter's  death  in  1624  the  property  is  said  to  be  of  unknown  tenure. 
Trace  of  it  is  lost  for  30  years,  at  the  end  of  which  it  formed  part  of 
certain  premises  purchased  by  Walter  Bigg,||  and  in  1655  was  further  trans- 
ferred to  Thomas  Byde.^f 

In  the  last  two  transactions,  in  which  it  is  referred  to  as  "  heretofore 
"  in  the  tenure  of  Anthony  Stratton,  since  called  Stratton's  tenemente  or 
"  Stratton  House,"  the  premises  are  said  to  be  freehold.  This  disposes  of 
any  suggestion  that  it  belonged,  like  the  property  immediately  to  the  north, 
to  the  manor  of  Stepney.  It  is  just  possible  that  it  had  originally  formed 

•  Deed  of  24th  December  in  that  year,  in  the  possession  of  the  London  County  Council. 

f  William  Goddard  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Watts  and  Alice,  daughter  of 
Richard  Gadd.  After  William's  death  Elizabeth  married  Erasmus  Henningham  (Heveningham). 
These  statements  are  quite  certain,  being  based  on  a  variety  of  evidence  given  in  wills,  chancery 
suits,  etc.  As  showing,  however,  that  legal  documents  cannot  always  be  relied  on,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  in  1604  Margaret  Monnington,  formerly  wife  of  Edmund  Goddard,  grandson  of 
William  and  Elizabeth,  alleged  that  Elizabeth  had  been  the  daughter  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Dame  Alice  Watts,  "  late  wief  of  Sir  John  Wattes,  late  citizen  and  alderman  of  London."  This 
obviously  is  a  more  exalted  parentage  than  plain  Alice  Watts,  wife  of  John  Watts,  grocer,  but  the 
statement  is  rendered  still  more  extraordinary  by  the  fact  that  the  only  Sir  John  Watts  of  whom  there 
i*  any  record  as  alderman  of  London  was  actually  alive  at  the  time  (master  of  Clothworkers'  Com- 
pany, 1594;  knighted,  1603;  mayor,  1606-7;  died,  1616). 

$  See  Braytoft's  reply  in  the  suit  of  Vincent  Goddard  t>.  Brattoke  (Chancery  Proceedings, 
C.  II.,  Eliz.  G.  7/59)- 

$  Sold  by  Braytoft  to  John  Gaunt,  passed  to  his  widow  Anne,  who  married  George  Bknd, 
sold  by  Geo.  and  Anne  Bland  to  Edward  Gaunt,  passed  to  Anthony  and  Katherine  Botley,  the 
Utter  being  sister  and  heir  of  Edward  Gaunt. 

||  Indenture  of  27  Oct.,  1654,  between  Geo.  Tuke,  Wm.  Pretyman  and  John  Bynge  and 
Walter  Bigg  (Clote  Roll,  3857). 

•  Indenture  of  6th  April,  165;,  between  Walter  Bigg  <WThomas  Bvde  (Ctoie  Roil,  3857). 

10 


SHOREDITCH 

part  of  the  St.  Mary  Spital  property,  but  (i)  Vincent  Goddard's  claim* 
to  it  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been  included  with  the  Great  House  in  the 
190  years'  lease,  seems  to  have  failed,  and  (ii)  the  possibility  that  it  was  one 
of  the  two  messuages,  the  freehold  of  which  was  included  with  Cistern  Close 
in  the  grant  to  Andrews  and  Temple,t  is  excluded  by  the  dates. 

At  this  point,  we  enter  the  manor  of  Stepney.  North  of  Stratton's 
house  were  two  tenements  sold  by  Goddard  to  Thomas  Lytton,:):  from  whom 
they  were  purchased  by  Thomas  Girling  in  1574.$  Girling  in  his  turn 
sold)]  the  property  under  the  description  of  "  two  mesuages  or  tenementes 
.  .  .  late  in  the  severall  tenures  of  Symon  Twytton,  tallowchaundler, 
'  and  Walter  Grene,  yoman,  and  now  of  Henrye  Sutton,  gentleman,  and 
"  Jeofferey  Whitworth,  tallowchaundler,  and  Johan,  his  wife,"  to  Andrew 
Underhill,  who  in  1583  disposed^!  of  it  to  Edmund  Moore.**  From 
him  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Large,  at  whose  death  in  1640  it  is 
found  to  have  become  4  messuages  and  7  cottages  held  of  the  manor  of 
Stepney.ff 

Next  came  The  Swan  (a  "  customary  tenement  "),  the  position  of 
which  can  be  approximately  identified  by  the  fact  that  the  entrance  to  Swan 
Yard  was  under  the  southern  portion  of  No.  54,  the  site  of  which  is  now 
occupied  by  the  southern  portion  of  Bethnal  Green  Road. 

The  next  building  of  importance  was  The  Bell,  situated  in  what  was 

afterward  known  as  Byde's  Place,  a  narrow  passage  which  entered  the  high 

road   between   Nos.   59   and   60.     The   Bell   and   premises   adjoining   were 

formerly  copyhold  of  the  manor  of  Stepney,  but  on  I7th  April,  1617,  the  lord 

of  the  manor  freed^  to  Henry  Hodge,  "  all  that  customary  messuage  or 

'  tenement  called   the  Bell  and  also  those  two  other  customary  messuages 

'  or  tenements  adjoining,  and  one  croft  of  land  customary  to  the  Bell  on 

'  the  backside  thereof  towards  the  east  adjoining  containing  three  acres,§§ 

*  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  II.,  Eliz.,  G.  17/59. 

f  See  p.  8. 

\  Statement  by  Elizabeth  Goddard  in  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  II.,  Jas.  I.  G.  17/42. 

§  Notes  of  Fines,  16  Eliz.,  Trin.,  C.P.,  26,  No.  159. 

||  On  gth  May,  1576  (Close  Roll,  990). 

If  feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  25  Eliz.,  Easter. 

**  Elizabeth  Goddard's  statement  that  her  grandfather,  George  Goddard,  "  being  seised 
"  in  fee  taile  of  and  in  three  tenementes  next  unto  the  Swan  beinge  a  brewhowse,  in  Shorediche  " 
did  "  for  little  or  no  consideration  "  sell  his  estate  ("  being  but  only  an  estate  in  taile  ")  in  two  of 
the  tenementes  to  one  "  Lattin,"  who  "  knowing  his  estate  to  be  but  weake  and  defessible  "  sold  to 
Edmund  Moore  (Chancery  Proceedings,  ut  supra)  is,  therefore,  hardly  a  correct  statement  of  facts. 
A  description  of  Moore  15  years  later,  when  he  was  83  years  old,  as  "  very  old  and  forgetful,  but 
"  remembers  thinges  done  long  synce,  and  is  very  obstinate  in  his  opynyon  "  is  not  without  interest. 
The  authority  is  Moore's  wife,  aged  43. 

•ft  Inq.  Post  Mortem,  2nd  Series,  Chancery,  617/36. 

\\  Deed  preserved  at  the  Shoreditch  Public  Library.  It  contains  the  witnessing  signatures 
of  Cuthbert  and  Richard  Burbage. 

§§  Described  in  1658  as "  all  that  garden  plot  or  piece  of  ground  .  .  .  sometymes  in  the 
"  tenure  of  John  Preston  "  and  in  a  deed  of  1714  (MidJ.  Reg.  Memls.,  1713,  I.,  179-80)  said  to 
have  been  "  heretofore  called  Prestons  Gardens."  According  to  the  last  document,  119  houses 
had  been  built  on  the  ground,  which  lay  for  the  most  part  outside  the  parish  boundary. 
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"  and  two  other  messuages,  tenements  or  cottages,  late  newe  built  with 
"  brick  .  .  .  and  nowe  or  late  were  parcell  of  the  customary  messuages, 
"  landes,  tenements  ...  of  the  manor  of  Stepney."  The  property 
was  devised  by  Hodge  to  Henry  Crowley,  by  whom  it  was  sold  on  28th  March, 
1653,  to  William  Godfrey.*  The  principal  building  was  described  as  a 
messuage,  tenement  or  brewhouse  called  "  Ye  Bell  "  in  occupation  of  John 
Byde,t  alderman  of  London4  Godfrey's  executors  on  igth  March,  1657-8, 
disposed  of§  the  whole  property  to  Thomas  (afterwards  Sir  Thomas),  son 
of  John  Byde. 

Precisely  how  far  north  the  manor  of  Stepney  extended  is  difficult  to 
say,  but  it  certainly  took  in  No.  62,  a  copyhold  house  in  possession  of  the 
parish.  1 1 

Detailed  evidence  as  to  the  condition  of  properties  north  of  Church 
Street  (formerly  Catlin's  Alley)  in  the  i6th  century  is  lacking  in  all  but  a 
few  instances.  There  seems,  however,  no  doubt  that  this  part  of  the  parish 
was  not  so  thickly  covered  with  buildings  as  it  afterwards  became,  and  that 
in  many  cases  merely  the  frontage  to  the  high  road  was  occupied,  the  open 
ground  behind  the  houses  reaching  as  far  as  Cock  Lane  (now  Boundary 
Street).  Some  instances  may  be  given. 

(i)  In  1587  two  messuages  called  The  Cock-in-the-Hoop  and  The 
Lamb,^I  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  high  road,  on  the  east  by  "  the  comon 
"  waie  theare  leadinge  towards  Hackney  "  (i.e.,  Cock  Lane),  and  on  the 
south  by  "  the  comon  lane  theare  called  Cocke  Lane  "  (/'.£.,  probably  New 
Inn  Passage,  formerly  Dirty  Lane),  were  sold  by  Robert  Atkinson  to  John 
Turner.**  In  1615  they  were  still  two  houses,ff  but  by  1636^  they  had  grown 
to  nine,  obviously  by  the  expedient  of  building  along  the  side  and  in  the 
rear. 

•  Indenture  between  John  Titus,  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Crowley  and  others  and  Win.  Godfrey 
(Close  Roll,  3769). 

t  The  lease  had  been  granted  in  the  first  instance  by  Hodge  in  1617  for  31  years,  and  on 
i6th  January,  1644-5,  it  was  surrendered  and  a  new  lease  for  34  years  granted  by  Joyce  Hodge 
(Henry  Hodge's  widow)  and  her  grandson  Henry  Crowley  (Thos.  Byde's  statement  in  Chancery 
Proceedings,  Z.V.,  145/1  ?')• 

$  Master  of  the  Brewers'  Company,  1643-4,  sheriff,  1647-8;  died  I4th  Sept..  1665,  and 
buried  in  Shoreditch  church  (see  p.  99). 

%  Indenture  between  The  Rt.  Hon.  Geo.  Lord  Viscount  Castleton  and  others  and  Thos. 
Byde(C/W  Roll,  3982). 

||  See  Ware's  Account  of  the  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  p.  43,  and  Endowed  Charities  (County 
of  London),  III.,  p.  451. 

«J  The  history  of  these  premises  can  be  traced  back  to  1436,  when  they  were  granted  by  Richard 
Hert,  etc.,  to  John  and  {Catherine  Hill  (deed  transcribed  in  Hugo's  Last  Twenty  Tears  of  Haliwell 
Priory,  Brit.  Mus.  Addl.  MS.,  30295). 

••  Copy  of  deed  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

ft  See  will  of  John  Cook,  dated  22nd  December,  1615,  referring  to  the  house  in  which  he 
live*  called  the  Cock  and  Hoope,  and  the  Holy  Lamme  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Clarke 
(P.C.C.,  .,  Cope). 

#  Indenture,  dated  23rd  January,  1635-6,  between  George  Cooke  and  Richard  Cooke  (in 
poMouon  of  the  London  County  Council). 
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(ii)  In  1547  Thomas  Mayow  sold  to  Edward  Thomas  a  messuage 
called  the  White  Horse.*  In  1580  Peter  Moone  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
formerly  wife  of  John  Thomas,  son  of  Edward,  sold  itf  to  Hugh  and  Robert 
Offley  under  the  description  of  the  messuage  called  The  White  Horse, 
between  a  tenement  late  of  Holywell  Priory  on  the  south,  a  tenement  late 
belonging  to  the  parish  church,  in  occupation  of  William  Upchurch,^  on  the 
north,  the  way  called  Cock  Lane  and  a  tenement  of  St.  Mary  Spital  on  the 
east,  and  the  Queen's  highway  on  the  west.  The  Offleys  were  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  parishioners  of  St.  Andrew  Undershaft,  and  at  the  enquiry 
into  the  parish  charities  in  1830  it  was  stated§  that  the  premises  then  consisted 
of  three  houses,  viz.,  Nos.  68,  69,  and  70. 

(iii)  Another  case  of  houses  with  grounds  running  right  back  to  Cock 
Lane  is  afforded  by  a  lease||  dated  2Oth  October,  1538,  by  the  prioress  of 
Holywell  to  William  Butterfield  of  two  tenements  in  Shoreditch  abutting 
west  on  the  King's  highway,  north  on  ground  belonging  to  Holywell  Priory, 
south  on  a  tenement  of  Joan  Pulter,  and  east  on  a  lane  called  Cock  Lane.^f 

Between  Nos.  79  and  80  was  Hare  Alley,  the  name  of  which  is  met 
with  as  early  as  1674.**  In  1725  William  Barnett  and  Mary  his  wife  pur- 


HARE  ALLEY  WHICH  FORMERLY   STOOD  UNDER  THIS  SPOT 
WAS  PURCHASED  BY  JEREMIAH  ROTHERHAM  i.  COMPANY  UNITED  MAY  31*1900. 

FREDERICK  5NOWDENI    n ,,,,:, ,-„,,,.   (WILLIAM  ELLIS  (HERBERT  H.PIGGIN. 

ROBERT  WJMMETT        I    DIRECTORS  )  GEORGE   COTELEE.  I      SECRETARY. 


ch'asedf  f  "  all  those  seven  messuages,  houses,  cottages  or  tenements     .     .     . 
'  scituate  in  or  near  the  east  side  of  Holliwell  Street  and  Hare  Alley,"  and 

*  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  i  Edw.  VI.,  Mich. 

f  Copy  of  deed  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

j  See  p.  94. 

§  Endowed  Charities  (County  of  London),  VI.,  p.  69. 

||  Augmentation  Office,  Conventual  Leases,  Midd.,  27. 

If  The  property  has  not  been  traced  beyond  1694,  when  it  was  in  the  possession  of  John 
Allen  (Common  Pleas,  Recovery  Roll,  6  Wm.  &  Mary,  446  (7)  )  and  its  exact  position  cannot  be 
ascertained. 

**  Lay  Subsidy,  Middx.,  143/370. 

ft  Indenture,  dated  25  January,  1724-5,  between  Thos.  Bradley  and  Wm.  and  Mary  Barnett 
(Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1724,  III.,  394-5). 
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three  years  later  sold*  "  all  those  five  new  erected  messuages,  etc.,  in  or  near 
"  the  east  side  of  Holliwell  Street  and  on  the  right  hand  going  into  Hare 
Alley."  The  premises  had  therefore  been  rebuilt  in  the  interval,  and  the 
tablet  still  in  existence  on  No.  80  was  obviously  erected  by  William  and 
Mary  Barnett  to  commemorate  the  event.  In  1900  the  premises  were 
purchased  by  Jeremiah  Rotherham  and  Company,  Limited,  who  demolished 
them  and  re-erected  the  tablet  on  the  new  building  with  an  appropriate 
inscription. 

South  of  the  churchyard  was  the  glebe  (Parson's  Yard,  etc.),  the  pro- 
perty of  the  archdeacon  of  London  for  the  time  being,  in  virtue  of  his  office 
as  rector  of  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch.  Details  of  this  estate  are  given  in 
the  sale  on  23rd  June,  1655,  by  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners,  f  from 
which  it  appears  that  it  consisted  of  a  plot  329  feet  from  north  to  south  along 
the  high  road  (thus  reaching  as  far  as  Jane  Shore  Alley),  191  feet  west  to 
east  along  the  churchyard,  250  feet  north  to  south  on  the  east  side,  and  91  feet 
east  to  west  on  the  south  side.  In  addition  to  a  large  number  of  tenements, 
many  of  which  had  only  two  or  three  rooms,  it  contained  a  great  barn  78^  feet 
by  33^  feet,  a  smith's  forge,  and  a  great  garden  in  three  parts,  94  feet  by 
50  feet,  1 80  feet  by  90  feet  and  115  feet  by  58  feet  respectively. 

The  church  and  churchyard  are  described  in  detail  on  pp.  91-125. 

SHOREDITCH  HIGH   STREET,  WEST  SIDE. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  high  road  the  parish  of  Shoreditch  com- 
menced at  Worship  Street  (formerly  Hog  Lane).  The  whole  of  the  northern 
side  of  that  street,  including  the  frontage  to  the  high  road  as  far  as  King's 
Head  Yard  (see  Chassereau's  Map,  Plate  i),  formed  part  of  the  prebendal 
manor  of  Norton  Folgate.  On  2nd  October,  1639,  Edmond  Moore  sold}: 
to  Thomas  Large,  four  messuages  lying  between  the  King's  Head  and  "  the 
"  King's  highway  goeing  unto  the  lane  that  leadeth  from  the  streete  unto  the 

'  feild  there  "  [Hog  Lane],  and  two  pieces  of  ground  west  of  the  messuages 
in  question,  and  bounded  south  by  the  lane,  west  by  the  highway  leading 
to  Holy-well  [afterwards  Curtain  Road],  and  north  by  ground  (a}  "  hereto- 

'  fore  or  late  of  Widow  Man  "  and  (H)  "  heretofore  or  late  belonging  to 

one  William  Herbert."^     The  property  had  previously  belonged  to  John 

Roper  and  Christopher,  his  son,||   and  seems  to  have   formerly  been  in  the 

possession    of  John   Parke,    great-grandfather   of    Christopher.     On     i6th 

June,  1640,  Large  died,  and   his  inquisition^  mentions  the  property  under 

•  Indenture  dated  aoth  March  1727-8,  between  Wm.  and  Mary  Barnett,  Saml.  Trowell 
and  Wm.  R.-und  (Ibid.,  1728,  IV.,  166-7). 

t  Indenture,  dated  2jrd  June,  1655,  between  Sir  John  Wollerston  and  others  and  Robert 
Benson  (Close  Roll,  38*4). 

$  Close  Roll,  3192. 

§  A  mistake  for  Thomas  Harbert  (see  p.  18). 

i  The  Ropers,  in  1584,  sold  a  portion  of  it  direct  to  Moore's  father,  and  the  remainder  to 
John  Turner  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  26  Eliz.  Mil.)  who  afterwards  re-sold  to  the  elder  Moore. 

r  I*f .  P.M.,  2nd  Series,  Chancery,  617/36. 
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the  description  of  two  messuages  in  Norton  Folgate,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch,  three  messuages  and  five  cottages  in  Norton  Folgate, 
and  two  parcels  of  land  called  "  pightells  "  containing  by  estimation  two 
acres  "  lying  in  the  aforesaid  parish  near  adjoining  the  last  recited  messuages." 
The  property,  which  is  said  to  be  held  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St. 
Paul's  as  of  their  manor  of  Norton  Folgate,  descended  to  Large's  daughter 
Katherine,  who  had  married  John  Archer.  On  8th  November,  1651,  John 
and  Katherine  Archer  leased  the  "  pightells  "  to  Richard  Punne  for  a  term  of 
45  years,  and  when  the  remainder  of  the  term  was  transferred  to  John  Cliff 
and  Geo.  Herne  on  i8th  May,  1680,  twenty-four  houses  had  been  built, 
some  certainly  and  all  probably  on  the  north  side  of  Hog  Lane.* 

It  is  evident  from  the  above  that  this  piece  of  property  of  St.  Paul's 
reached  from  Shoreditch  High  Street  to  Curtain  Road,  but  its  northern 
boundary  (with  which  is  bound  up  the  southern  boundary  of  Curtain  Close) 
is  uncertain.  If  the  acreage  of  the  property  is  to  be  depended  on,  however, 
it  must  have  reached  at  least  as  far  as  the  southern  side  of  Hearn  Street. 

The  spur  of  Stepney  Manor,  which  has  been  met  with  on  the  east 
side  of  the  high  road,  continued  on  the  west  side.  In  this  case  also,  its 
limits  are  uncertain.  Southward  it  extended  at  least  as  far  as  Talbot  Alley 
(Stocking  Frame  Alley),  which  in  a  deed  of  i64of  is  definitely  stated  to  be 
within  the  manor.  Northward  it  took  in  The  George,  which,  with  the  ground 
in  the  rear:):  extending  for  a  distance  of  112  feet  behind  the  house,  east  to 
west,  and  90  feet  north  to  south,  was  from  1618  to  i634§  held  of  the  lord  of 
Stepney  Manor. 

Nos.  217,  21 8  and  219,  in  the  high  road,  were  still  copyhold  when 
purchased  by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  in  1874.  No.  213  was 
also  part  of  the  manor.  John  Wild  of  Edmonton,  by  his  will||  dated  I2th 
April,  1662,  left  two  customary  messuages  for  charitable  purposes,  "  which 
'  messuages  he  has  surrendered  in  the  Stepney  Manor  Court  to  the  uses 
"  of  his  will,"  and  these  in  1825  were  represented  by  No.  213.^  These 
houses  must  have  been  close  to,  or  may  even  have  included,  a  house  of  the 
brothers  Burbage,  for  the  rear  portion  of  The  George  property  is  said 

*  Plea  of  Thos.  Sparkes  v.  John  Cliff  (Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  V.,  269/29). 

f  Indenture,  dated  2Oth  May,  16  Chas.  I.,  between  Chas.  Wright  and  Robt.  Needier 
(C.P.  Recovery  Roll,  230/25). 

•$.  Nicholas  Wilkinson,  alias  Tooley,  left  ,£80  to  be  used  in  the  provision  of  32  wheaten  loaves 
to  the  poor  weekly,  and  in  1624,  this  sum  plus  £20  was  expended  in  purchasing  of  Robt.  Smart  a 
yearly  rent  charge  on  the  property  of  £6  ids.  A  plan  of  the  property  was  published  in  Ware's 
Account  of  the  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  No.  XI.  The  George  brewhouse,  occupying  the  rear  portion, 
subsequently  came  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Thos.  Byde,  and  21  messuages  were  built  on  the  site. 
(See  indenture  of  8th  Jany.,  1713-4,  between  Dame  Susanna  Byde  and  John  Byde  (Midd. 
Registry  Memorials,  1713,  I.,  179-180).) 

§  See  indentures  (a)  dated  3rd  June,  17  Jas.  I.,  between  Henry  Hodge,  John  Hake  and  Thos. 
Crowder  and  Robert  Smart  (Close  Roll,  2398),  and  (b)  dated  30  Deer.,  1634,  between  Ricd.  Smart 
and  Rchd.  Lowther  (Close  Roll,  3025). 

||  P.C.C.,  9,  Hyde. 

^|  Endowed  Charities  (County  of  London),  III.,  pp.  430,  457.  Ware's  Account  of  the  Charities 
of  Shoreditch  contains  a  plan  of  the  property  (No.  XX.). 
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in  1619  to  have  been  bounded  on  the  east  by  "  the  landes  and  tene- 
"  mentes  of  Cuthbert  Burbage  and  Richard  Burbage,  Henry  Thome 
"  deceased,  and  Thomas  Thornton."  This  Burbage  property  is  known  to 
have  formed  part  of  the  manor.* 

Whether  the  manor  extended  north  of  The  George  there  is  no  evidence 
to  show.  If  such  was  the  case,  however,  it  was  for  a  very  short  distance, 
for  in  1558  the  nine  houses  south  of  the  corner  house  of  Holywell  Lane  were 

held  of  the  King.f 

One  of  the  houses  in  question  (No.  197)  appears  to  have  been  rebuilt 
in  1694,  a  tablet  being  affixed  as  follows 


•  Final  Concord  between  Cuthbert  and  Richard  Burbidge,  yuer:  and  Thomas,  Lord  Want- 
worth,  and  Anne  his  wife,  Jtforc:  of  I  messuage,  5  cottages,  8d.  rent  and  common  pasture,  to  be 
held  as  of  the  manor  of  "  Stebunhuth."  (Feet  of  Fines,  MM.,  15  Jas.  I.,  Trin.,  324.)  The 
date  (1617)  of  the  purchase  militates  against  the  suggestion  that  these  were  the  houses  of  Cuthbert 
and  Richard  Burbage  in  "  Hollowell  Street "  which  were  burgled  on  19  February,  1614  (MiJJx. 
County  Records,  II.,  p.  1 08). 

t  Humphrey  Underbill  (will  proved  I7th  January,  1558-9,  P.C.C.  Willcs,  29)  "was  in 
"  his  lifetime  seised  of  nyne  messuages  and  dwelling-houses  with  seven  gardens  .  .  .  situated 
"  in  HoUywell  Street."  This  property  was  divided  between  his  daughters,  (a)  Margaret  Chare 
(4  messuages),  (6)  Margery  Clarke  (3  messuages),  and  (r)  Agnes  Curtis  (2  messuages),  (a)  Mar- 
garet's share  was  afterwards  divided  and  2  messuages  (by  1639  made  into  3)  were  sold  to  Edmund 
Moore,  whose  son  Edmund,  on  2nd  October,  1639,  sold  them  to  Thomas  Large,  the  dimensions 
and  boundaries  being  given  as,  north,  55  feet  (house  and  garden  late  of  Widow  Corbett);  south, 
101  feet  (tenement  late  in  occupation  of  Andrew  Godfrey  and  the  backside  late  in  occupation  of 
Anthony  Shipham);  east,  28  feet  (high  road);  west,  15$  feet  (garden  late  of  Stephen  Larymer),  and 
9  feet  (garden  of  Corbett)  (Close  Roll,  3192).  (c)  Agnes's  share,  the  northernmost,  was  sold  by 
Daniel  Curtis  on  241)1  March,  I58t,  to  Andrew  Underbill,  who  on  I4th  February,  1586-7,  disposed 
of  the  2  messuages  to  Stephen  Larymer  (Close  Roll,  1269).  They  are  described  as  bounded  east 
on  the  high  road,  west  on  the  lands  and  tenements  called  the  "  Curten,"  north  on  the  corner  house, 
"  which  leadeth  into  the  lane  or  streete  called  Hollywell  Streate,"  south  on  messuage  in  occupation 
..:  Widow  Jackson,  (i)  Margery's  share  cannot  be  traced.  According  to  the  inquisition 
(Iff.  P.M.,  2nd  Series,  Chancery,  617-36)  on  Thomas  Large,  who  obtained  a  portion  of  the 
property,  it  was  held  of  the  King  in  free  burgage. 
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but  no  information  concerning  it  has  come  to  hand  in  the  course  of  the 
investigations  for  this  volume.  The  house  must  have  been  again  rebuilt 
in  the  early  part  of  the  igth  century,  when  the  tablet  was  refixed. 

The  greater  part  of  the  land  behind  the  premises  in  the  high  road 
consisted  of  a  close  of  pasture,  belonging  to  the  priory  of  Holywell,  called 
Curtain  Close.  It  reached  as  far  as  what  is  now  Curtain  Road  on  the  west 
and  Holywell  Lane  on  the  north,  but  stopped  some  distance  north  of  Hog 
Lane  on  the  south.  On  the  east  it  included  the  site  of  what  was  afterwards 
Sugar  Loaf  Yard,*  the  boundary  on  this  side  corresponding  roughly  with  the 
North  London  Railway. 

On  27th  May,   1537,  the  prioress  leased  to  Dr.  Thomas  (afterwards 

Sir  Thomas)  Leghf  for  a  term  of  99  years,  a  number  of  fields  and   pastures 

belonging  to  the  priory^:   including   "  a  pasture  bryckwalled  aboute   lying 

of  the  southe  syd  of  my  lord  of  Ruttelande  place."§     On  9th  June,   1545, 

the  freehold  of  the  fields,  etc.,  was  granted  by  the  king  to  Lord  Wriothesley.|| 

The  pasture  in  question  was  described  as  "  a  close  there  enclosed  with  a 

'  stone  wall  on  the  south  side  of  the  mansion  of  the  earl  of  Rutland,  in 

'  tenure  of  Thomas  Leigh,  doctor  of  laws."      On  25th  September  in  the 

same  year,  Wriothesley  transferred  his  interest  to  Legh,  who  was  accordingly 

in  possession  of  both  of  the  freehold  and  the  long  lease. 

On  2oth  February,  1566-7,  Sir  James  Blount,  Lord  Mountjoy,  and 
Lady  Katherine,  his  wife,  Legh's  heiress,  sold  the  close^f  to  Maurice  Long 

*  The  evidence  for  the  extent  of  Curtain  Close  may  be  stated  briefly  :  E.  the  property  in- 
cluded "  le  Sugar  Loaf"  (Plea  of  Thos.  Baldwin  vs.  Geo.  Price  in  Exchequer  Pleas,  5  Jas.  I.  Hil. 
m.  57,  No.  446),  afterwards  Sugar  Loaf  Court  (Indenture  between  Francis  Coleman,  Chas.  Bint 
and  Woolaston  Shenton,  22nd  June,  1724,  in  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1724,  IV.,  171),  and 
is  given  as  the  western  boundary  of  the  strip  2  J  perches  wide  running  to  the  S.  of  the  earl  of  Rutland's 
stables,  which  occupied  (see  p.  20)  the  site  of  Patys  Court.  The  N.  and  W.  boundaries  are  given 
in  many  documents  as  Holywell  Lane  and  "The  Curtain."  The  southern  boundary  has  to  be 
deduced  from  the  evidence  with  regard  to  the  property  on  the  N.  side  of  Hog  Lane  (see  p.  15). 

f  Little  is  known  of  his  early  life.  In  1532-3  he  was  ambassador  to  Denmark,  and  a  year 
later  went  on  an  embassy  to  the  Low  Countries.  In  1535  he  began  his  visitation  of  the  northern 
religious  houses,  in  which  he  caused  comment  by  his  "  triumphant  and  sumptuous  usage  and  gay 
apparel,"  and  his  insolent  and  severe  treatment  of  the  monks.  He  made  great  profit  out  of  the 
visitation,  and  then  and  afterwards  acquired  considerable  monastic  property,  including  a  large  share 
of  the  possessions  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields  (see  Survey  of  London,  V.,  pp.  124  f.). 
In  1537  he  became  a  master  in  Chancery,  and  during  1538-40  was  engaged  in  suppressing  religious 
houses.  He  was  knighted  in  1544,  and  died  on  25th  November  1545.  He  was  buried  in 
St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch  (Plate  6). 

^  In  addition  to  Curtain  Close,  and  to  II  acres  in  Hackney,  it  comprised  (i)  two  closes, 
next  the  brick  wall  on  the  north  side  of  the  priory,  one  called  "  Fairfield "  and 
the  other  unnamed  (see  pp.  22-25);  (")  f°ur  acres  of  land  lying  m  tne  Mill  Field  at 
High  Elms  (see  p.  71);  (iii)  Hoxton  Close  (see  p.  59);  (iv)  Star  Close  (see  pp.  47-8);  (v)  three 
acres  of  land  in  Saint  Nicholas  Field  (see  p.  47),  and  (vi)  one  acre  in  a  close  of  pasture  opposite  the 
Star.  (Exch.  Aug.  Conv.  Leases,  Middx.  i.) 

§  Le.,  his  mansion  on  the  north  side  of  Holywell  Lane,  within  the  Priory  precinct.    (See 

P-  176.) 

!|  Patent  Roll,  768. 
\  Close  Roll,  742. 
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•and  William  his  son,  the  latter  of  whom,  on  i8th  March,  1580-1,  transferred 
it*  to  Thomas  Harbert.  It  is  described  as  "  all  that  the  house,  tenemente 
"  or  lodge  commonlie  called  the  Curtayne.  And  also  all  that  parcel!  of 
"  grounde  and  close  walled  and  inclosed  with  a  bricke  wall  on  the  west  and 
"  northe  partes  and  in  parte  with  a  mudde  wall  at  the  west  side  or  ende 
"  towardes  the  southe,  called  also  the  Curtayne  close  .  .  ."  together  with 
"  all  the  gardeyns,  fishepond,  well  and  brickwall  to  the  premises  .  .  . 
"  belonging."  Also  all  other  messuages,  etc.,  built  on  the  close,  in  tenure 
of  Thos.  Wilkinson,  Thos.  Wilkins,  Robt.  Medley,  Richd.  Buk,  Henry 
L.uiman.f  and  Robt.  Manne,  and  messuages,  etc.,  in  Holywell  Lane. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  development  of  the  close  had  now  begun  and  this 
process  was  henceforth  steadily  continued.  The  99  years'  lease  granted  to 
Legh  had  come  into  the  hands  of  William  Middleton,  who  is  stated  to  have 
built  certain  houses  there.  J  He  died  about  1586,  and  Thomas  Harvey, 
who  shortly  afterwards  married  the  widow,  recalls  the  fact  that  after  he 
"  came  to  have  any  meddling  with  the  said  leas  of  the  Curteyne  .  .  . 
1  by  his  meanes  the  grounde  there  was  for  the  most  parte  converted  firste 
'  into  garden  plottes  and  then,  leasinge  the  same  to  divers  tenauntes 
'  caused  them  to  covenaunt  or  promise  to  builde  uppon  the  same,  by  occasion 
'  whereof  the  buildinges  which  are  there  were  for  the  most  parte  errected, 
'  and  the  rentes  encreased."§ 

Harbert  died  on  I2th  November,  1608,  and  all  his  property  in  Shoreditch 

came  into  the  hands  of  Roger  Papworth,  one  of  his  nephews.     By  indenture 

of  1st  January,  1608-9,  it  was  transferred  to  Thos.  Catchmay  and  Thos.  Wood,|j 

who  on  ist  July,  1611,  sold  the  close  to  Edward  Morris,^!,  and  he,  on  2oth 

March,  1611-2,  transferred  the  property**  to  Thomas  Baldwin  and  Katherine, 

his  wife.     On  Baldwin's  death  in  1639-41,  the  reversion  of  his  "  landes, 

tenementes    and    hereditamentes    called     ...     by    the    name    of   the 

Curtain     .     .     .     in  or  at   Holywell   in   the   parish  of  St.   Leonard   in 

Shoreditch,"  came  to  his   niece,    Katherine  Higgins.ff     Mrs.  Higgins 

afterwards  became  a  widow  and  in  1666  married  again,  her  second  husband 

being  Sir  Clement  Farnham.^     The  property  was  afterwards  mortgaged 

by  Baldwin  Higgins,  her  son,  to  Francis  Smith, §§  who,  by  his  will  dated  I4th 

July,  I703il||  bequeathed  to  Francis  and  Nicholas  Coleman  "  all  those  my 

lands  lying  in  Shoreditch     .     .     .     commonly  called     ...     the  Cur- 

•  Chit  Roll,  1098. 

t  Proprietor  of  The  Curtain  playhouse. 

j  Grant  of  Thos.  Middleton,  28th  June,  1600  (Close  Roll,  1693). 
$  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  II.,  Eliz.,  S.  16/48. 
II  Close  Roll,  1992. 
t  Ibid.,  2075. 
••  /*,•/,  2138. 
ft  P.C.C.,  90,  Evelyn. 

J$  See  Plea  of  Sir  Clement  Farnham  and  Dame  Katherine,  giving  a  detailed  description  of 
the  southern  part  of  Curtain  Close  in  Chancery  Proceedings,  Hamilton   127/52. 
H  Sec  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  VII.,  169/72. 
Illl  P.C.C.,  Ash,  173. 
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tain  and  all  messuages  or  tenements,  erections  and  buildings,  thereupon 
"  erected  and  built." 

On  22nd  June,  1724,  Francis  Coleman,  the  surviving  brother,  sold 
it  to  Woolaston  Shenton,  citizen  and  "  silkthrowster  "  of  London.  By 
combining  the  information  contained  in  the  deeds*  accompanying  the 
transaction  with  that  given  in  certain  other  documents  about  the  same  time, 
a  fair  idea  can  be  obtained  of  the  appearance  of  the  close,  (i)  There  was  a 
large  nucleus  of  open  ground  described  as  garden  ground,  but  which  was 
already  used  as  a  tenter  ground. f  It  is  said  to  contain  "  by  estimacion  " 
5  acres,  but  the  estimate  was  a  distinctly  generous  one.  (2)  To  the  north  of 
this  and  occupying  all  the  frontage  to  Holywell  Lane,  west  of  the  site  of 
the  North  London  Railway,  were:  (a)  Sugar  Loaf  Court,  58  feet;  (£)  the 
"  Flower  de  Lewis,"  34^  feet;  (c)  10  messuages,  146  ft.  10  ins. ;  (</)  a  passage 
leading  to  the  open  ground,  42  feet;  and  (V)  waste  ground  extending  to 
"  a  street  called  the  Curtin  "  [Curtain  Road],  71  feet  10  ins.  =  353  feet. 
With  the  exception  of  Sugar  Loaf  Yard,  which  had  a  depth  of  118  feet,  all 
the  above-mentioned  properties  extended  60  feet  southwards,  to  meet  the 
open  ground.  (3)  The  open  ground  extended  westward  to  Curtain  Road 
for  only  a  portion  of  its  depth;  for  the  remainder  of  the  distance  it  was 
bounded  by  certain  buildings  known  as  Buffington's  Buildings  and  Howard 
Buildings, :£  which  had  been  built  on  part  of  the  close  (4)  South  of  Howard 
Buildings,  and  at  the  extreme  south-west  end  of  the  close  were  two  messuages. 
(5)  There  were  two  other  small  portions  of  ground,  of  about  2  roods  and 
j  rood  respectively,  adjoining  the  inner  ground,  but  their  exact  position  is 
not  stated. 

Immediately  east  of  the  Holywell  Lane  frontage  of  Curtain  Close 
were  certain  stables  in  the  occupation  of  the  earl  of  Rutland.  On  ist  Ja%nuary, 
1537-8,  the  prioress  of  Holywell  demised  to  the  earl  for  a  term  of  58  years 
two  stables  and  a  hayloft  built  over,  situated  outside  the  gates  of  the  priory 
near  the  pasture  of  the  prioress  called  "  the  Curten."  The  lease  was 
surrendered  in  1585,  to  the  Queen,  who  regranted  the  property  to  the  earl 
for  60  years. §  With  the  remainder  of  the  Rutland  estate  in  Holywell  it 
was  granted  to  Geo.  Salter  and  John  Williams  in  1610  and  in  due  course 

*  Middx.  Registry  Memorials,  1724,  IV.,  171;   1725,  VI.,  168-9. 

•f  See,  e.g.,  Indenture  of  29  Novr.,  1723,  between  Fras.  Emerson  and  Geo.  Cole  (Middx. 
Keg.  Memls.,  1723,  IV.,  308).  It  is  shown  as  a  tenter  ground  in  both  Chassereau's  and  Rocque's 
Maps  about  20  years  later. 

^  On  gth  August,  1681,  Baldwin  Higgins  leased  for  51  years  to  Joseph  Bouffinton  "  all  that 
parcell  of  ground  whereon  two  messuages  or  tenements  then  stood  .  .  .  scituate  at  the 
"  Curtyn  .  .  .  then  or  late  in  occupation  of  William  Banister  and  —  Gotobed,"  with 
liberty  to  pull  down  the  two  messuages.  Bouffinton  erected  nine"  good  and  substantial  messuages  " 
in  their  place.  (Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  VII.,  308/47.)  Howard  Buildings  were  erected  about 
the  same  time  by  William  Howard.  In  1737  the  two  sets  of  buildings  together  comprised  29  mes- 
suages (see  indentures  dated  12-13  September,  1737,  between  (a)  John  F.  Savigny  and  Frances 
his  wife,  (&)  Eve  Delaparelle,  respectively,  and  Isaac  Grove,  Midd.  Reg.  Memls.,  1737  III.,  196 
and  193). 

§  Patent  Roll,  27  Eliz.(i4),  1267. 
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passed  to  Joseph  Newsom  in  1763.*     In  the  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale 

on  the  latter  occasion  occurs  a  reference  to  "  all  those  messuages,  tenements 

"  and  ground,  lying  over  against  Holywell  Gate  on  the  south  side  of  Holy- 

'  well    Lane,"  which  obviously  represent  the  earl's  stables  and    hayloft. 

The  property  is  further  detailed  a  few  years  later  in  a  lease  of  Newsom's 

executorsf  as  "  a  parcel  of  ground  on  the  south  side  of  Holywell  Lane,  with 

frontage,  west  to  east  42  feet  6  inches,  depth  north  to  south,  104  feet  6  inches, 

east  to  west  at  the  south  end  41  feet  6  inches,  with  two  messuages     .     .     . 

'  thereon."     On  8th  January,  1782,  Newsom's  widow  sold  to  Thos.  Patey 

"  all  those  two  messuages     ...     on  the  south  side  of  Holywell  Lane 

'  opposite  the  gateway  there  leading  into  King  John's  Court     .     .     .     and 

'  also  all  those  two  new  built  messuages     .     .     .     lately  divided  into  or 

'  used  as  three  messuages     .     .     .     situate  and   being  behind  the  other 

'  two  messuages."^     The  number  of  houses  in  the  rear  was  afterwards 

increased,  and  when  in  1864  the  North  London  Railway  Company  purchased 

the  property  it  consisted  of  Nos.  54  and  55,  Holywell  Lane,  and  Nos.  i  to  10, 

Patys  Court.§ 

South  of  the  Rutland  stables  was  a  strip  of  ground  31  perches  long 
and  2j  perches  wide,  formerly  part  of  the  possessions  of  Holywell  Priory 
and  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  Christopher  Campion  and  John  Rollesley|| 
on  8th  September,  1544.  Its  boundaries  are  given  as  :  north,  the  stables 
late  in  tenure  of  the  earl ;  south,  the  great  tenement  at  the  end  of  the  close 
called  "  le  Curteyn  ";  west,  the  close  called  "  le  Curteyn  ";  east,  the  royal 
way  [;'.*.,  the  houses  in  Shoreditch  High  Street].  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
width  of  the  strip  corresponds  exactly  with  the  southern  width  of  Patys 
Court,  a  fact  which  confirms  the  identification  of  the  latter  with  the  site  of 
Rutland's  stables. 

At  the  time  of  the  dissolution  the  stables  were  flanked  on  the  east 
by  two  "  tenements,  or  cottages,"  held  of  the  priory  of  Holywell  by  Maurice 
Knevett  on  a  lease  of  6 1  years.^f  On  5th  November,  1544,  these  were 
granted  to  Robert  Curson  and  John  Pope,**  and  for  the  next  twenty  years 
their  history  is  lost.ff  On  9th  September,  1566,  Sir  Thomas  Davis  (or 
Davie),  a  citizen  and  clothworker  of  London,  died,  leaving,  inter  alia,  a 
"  house  and  garden  in  the  parish  of  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch."^  His  son 
John  grew  up,  became  Sir  John  Davis,  and  was  subsequently  attainted  under 

•  Sec  pp.  176-7. 

Lease,  4th  October,  1770  between  Ric.  Rubon,  Wedncster  Yarnoll  and  Win.  Giles  and 
Ric.  Stringer  (Middx.  Reg.  Memli.  1772,  II.,  528). 

$  Middlesex  Reg.  Mentis.,  1782,  I.,  68. 

S  Ibid.,  1 864,  XXII.  7. 

||  Patent  Roll,  36  Henry  VIII.,  13. 

«j    Augmentation  Office,  Conventual  Leases,  Midd.  (7). 

••   1'atent  Roll,  749. 

ft  It  »  probable,  however,  that  the  entry  on  the  Feet  of  Fines,  4-5,  Phil,  and  Mary,  Mich., 
between  Sir  Thos.  Davic,  juer:  and  Robert  Bales  and  Anne  his  wife,  deforc:  of  a  messuage  and 
garden  in  Shoreditch  refers  to  the  property. 

\%  Fry's  Abstracts  of  London  Post  Mortem  Inquisitions,  II.,  pp.  37-8. 
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Elizabeth.     On  24th  January,  1610-1,  James  I.  granted  to  him  that  property 

'  which  ought  to  have  come  unto  the  handes  of  our  late  deere  sister  Elizabeth, 

'  or  unto  us,  by  reason  of  the  attaynder."     It    is    described   as  "  all  that 

'  one  messuage  or  tenement  and  dyvers  little  cottages  or  chambers  and 

'  one  garden  or  voide  peice  of  grounde  with  appurtenances  scituate  in    St 

Leonard,  Shoreditch,  sometyme  in  tenure  of  Willyam  Corey,  clarke,  and 

Alice  his  wife,  and  John  Bagley     .     .     .     and  now  or  late  of  Anthonye 

'   Glover     .     .     .     which  premisses  doe  conteyne  in  length  from  the  streete 

'  or  highwaye  thereunto  the  south  117  feet  2  ynches  and  in  breadth   from 

'  the  east  parte  of  the  premisses  unto  the  west  parte  48  feet  4  ynches."* 

In  1623   Sir  John  Davis  sold  the  property  to  George  Layton,f  and 

on  1 6th  January,   1631-2,  Thomas  Layton   conveyed  it  to  Sarah  Layton,^: 

who  died  on  iyth  December,  1640.     Her  inquisition  §  identified  the  property 

with  that  granted  to  Curson  and  Pope  and  in  the  tenure  of  Maurice  Knevet, 

and  stated  that  it  then  consisted  of  two  messuages,  ten  cottages,  two  curtilages 

and  two  gardens.     In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  her  will  it  was  left  to 

trustees  with  instructions  to  sell  and  invest  the  proceeds  in  the  purchase  of 

tenements  in  the  City  for  the  use  of  her  grandchild,   Samuel  Gibbs.      On 

1 5th  June,  1651,  Samuel,  in  conjunction  with  his  trustees,  sold  the  property 

to  Anthony  Ferrer.))     It   is  described  as  consisting  of  "  all  those  messuages 

'  or  tenements  with  the  gardens,  backsides  and  parcells  of  ground  thereunto 

"  belonging  or  adjoining,  with  the  bowling  alley  there,  scituate  in  Hollowell 

'   Streete     .     .     .     contayning  from  the  north  to  ye  outhouse  belonging  to 

'  ye  George  Inn  or  Brewhouse  on  the  south  part  117  feet  2  ynches  and  in 

breadth  from  ye  pale  to  ye  east  part  of  the  garden  unto  certaine  tenementes 

on  the  west  heretofore  ye  stables  of  the  earle  of  Rutland  on  the  west 

48  feet  4  ynches."     From  its  position  with  regard  to  Rutland's  stables,  it 

is  evident  that  the  property  included  the  site  of  Red  Lion  Court.     This  is 

confirmed  by  Anthony  Ferrer's  will,  dated  7th  July,  1652,^  which  mentions 

the  messuage  called  the  "  Redd  Lyon  "  with  another  messuage  adjoining, 

'  as  they  are  scituate  lying  and  being  in  Holloway  Lane,"  as  well  as  other 

messuages  near  by. 

As  regards  the  property  lying  between  Sir  John  Davis's  estate  and  the 

high  road  there  is  no  information  whether  or  not  it  belonged  to  Holywell 

Priory.     It  is  first  met  with    in   1555  when   Sir  Roger  Cholmley  sold    to 

Thomas  Hubott  "  all  that  his  mesuage  or  tenement  called  the  Hande  and  the 

Flowre "    and    other    messuages    in  four  occupations.**     More  definite 

*  Patent  Roll,  8  James  I.,  50/1888.  See  also  inquisition  held  on  the  property  on  5th  June, 
1610  (Special  Commissions,  Middx.,  8  Jas.  I.,  No.  4184). 

f  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  21  Jas.  I.,  Mich.,  No.  324,  concerning  "  one  messuage  and  one 
curtilage  with  appurtenances  "  in  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch. 

\  See  Close  .#0/7,3583 — Indentureof  15  June,  1651, between  Samuel  Gibbs,  etc.,  and  Anthony 
Ferrer. 

§  Inq .  P.M.,  2nd  Series,  Chancery,  745/84. 

||  Close  Roll,  3583,  ut  supra. 

If  P.C.C.,  189,  Bowyer. 

**  Indenture,  dated  2gth  September,  2-3  Phil.  &  Mary  (Close  Roll,  516). 
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particulars  are  contained  in  connection  with  the  sale  by  Hubott  to  William 
Hc-swick  on  24th  June,  1561.*  The  houses  are  said  to  lie  between  the  house 
and  garden  of  Thos.  Davyson  of  London,  clothworker,f  on  the  west,  the 
King's  highway  on  the  east,  the  house  and  garden  of  William  Underhill,^ 
south,  and  "  Hallywell  Lane,"  north,  and  the  property  is  said  to  be  160  feet 
long  and  22  feet  wide.  Four  months  later  Beswick  sold  the  property  to 
John  Nysam,§  who,  on  his  death  in  1570  left  to  his  youngest  son,  John,  his 
free  messuages,  etc.,  "  late  purchased  of  William  Beswick  in  Holywell 
Street."]  With  the  exception  of  a  single  reference^'  a  few  years  later, 
trace  of  the  property  is  then  lost  until  it  reappears**  in  1614-15  in  two  portions, 
together  forming  ten  houses.  The  one  portion,  consisting  of  "  all  that 
"  corner  house  .  .  .  and  all  those  five  messuages,  tenementes  or 
"  cottages  ...  to  the  said  corner  house  next  adjoining  "  was  sold 
by  Geo.  Kilner  on  joth  Deer.,  1614,  to  John  Cattringham,|f  and  can  be  traced 
without  difficulty  to  i683,J|  when  Edward  Simeons  left  to  his  son  Edward§§ 
his  six  freehold  messuages  or  tenements.  The  other  portion,  comprising 
four  messuages,  and  described  as  adjoining  a  house  of  Mary  Glover, 
towards  the  west  was  sold  by  Hugh  Lobley  to  John  Idell  on  24th  July, 
i6i5J|||  How  Lobley  had  obtained  it  is  not  said,  but  the  indenture,  by 
recording  the  fact  that  a  part  of  the  premises  was  under  a  lease  granted  by 
Geo.  Kilner  on  8th  January,  1610-11,  makes  it  clear  that  Kilner  had  been 
in  possession  of  the  property."  ' 

Between  Holywell  Lane  and  the  site  of  Bateman's  Row  was  the  Augus- 
tinian  Priory  of  Holywell,  a  full  account  of  which  is  given  on  pp.  153-187. 
I<  urther  to  the  north,  was  a  close  of  pasture,  belonging  to  the  priory,  called 
Fairfield.  This  and  an  adjoining  close  were  included  among  the  properties 

*  Close  Roll,  593. 

t  Obviously  Sir  Thomas  Davis,  clothworker,  see  above, 
t  See  p.  16. 
$  Close  Roll,  599. 

|l  Archdeaconry  of  London,  W '.  and  A.,  1561-70,  f.  246. 

',    Pica  of  Henry  Allen  (claiming  to  be  the  yonnger  John's  guardian)  in  Chancery  Proceedings, 
Ehz.,  N.  2/1 1. 

*•  It  seems  probable  that  the  property  was  identical  with  the  "  one  messuage  and  seven 
cottages  "  purchased  in  i  594-5  by  Geo.  and  Margt.  Kylner  and  Robt.  and  Mary  Hill  of  John  and 
Rachel  Wynton  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  36-7  Eliz.),  but  the  evidence  is  not  conclusive, 
tt  Close  Roll,  2235. 

J  Cattringham  $old  to  William  Gwalter  on  2Oth  May,  1620  (Close  Roll,  2425);  and  Richard 
Iter  to  Edward  Simeons  (Ibid.,  3413)  on  6th  May,  1648  (the  corner  house  described  as  "  now 
used  for  a  tavern  and  commonly  called  by  the  name  of  the  sign  of  the  Aneell  "). 
§§  P.C.C.,  8  Hare. 
Close  Roll,  2270. 

much  alteration  seems  to  have  taken  place  in  this  property  during  the  I7th  century. 

Jftgagcd  it  to  Geo.  Monoxc  on  4th  Novr.  i6zo(C/oie  Roll,  2425)  under  the  same  description, 

n  1624  to  Stephen  Read  u  "  four  messuages  "(Feet  of  Fines,  Middx.  22  Jas.  I.,  Mich.) 

the  I'""  n  p«sed  to  his  two  daughters,  Sara  and  Patience,  and  the  latter's  husband  and  son 

mund  and  Richard  Bryan)  jointly  sold  her  share  to  John  Wilton,  Sara's  husband,  on  ist  June 

Q(txcar.  Pleas.  Roll,  639),  also  under  the  original  description.     Sara's  share  in  1671  was  still 

two  messuages  (Chancery  Proceedings,  Hamilton,  C.  \  11.,  479/63). 
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which  were  leased  to  Sir  Thomas  Legh  in  1537*  and  of  which  the  freehold 

subsequently  came  into  his  hands.     They  are  described  as   "  two  cloises 

next  adjoininge  to  the  brick  wall  of  the  north  syde  of  the  said  monastery 

.     .     .     the  one   called   faire  feild   lying  betwen   the  common   way   of 

'   Shordiche  and   the  parishe   churche  of  Shorediche.     The  other  cloise  is 

'  called  and  lyethe  betwen  Finsbury  feild  of  the  southe 

'  parte,  and  the  well  called  Dame  Agnes  A  Clere  of  the  west  parte,  and  the 

"  way  called  Hoxdone  way  of  the  north  parte,  and  the  cloise  called  Fairfeild 

'  of  the  este  parte."f     In  1555  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner  and  Lady  Joan,  his 

wife,  widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Legh,  obtained  licence  to  alienate  to  John  Mascal 

and  Dorothy,  his  wife,  the  close  called  "  Fayrefeld  "  and  the  unnamed  close,! 

and  sixteen  years  later   Sir  James  Blount,   Lord  Mountjoy,  and  Katherine 

his  wife,  heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Legh,  transferred  their  interest  to  Dorothy 

Mascall,  now  a  widow,  and  John  her  son.§     Eventually  the  property  came 

into  the   hands    of  Thomas   Kemp  and  Anne  Watts  (nee  Mascall)  in  the 

proportion  of  three-fourths  and  one-fourth  respectively.||     On  4th  October, 

1627,   Kemp  sold  his  share  to  Randolph   Crewe,  ^[  and    some    seven    years 

later  Crewe  purchased  Anne's  interest.**     On  Crewe's  death  the  property 

was  divided.     The  greater  portion  came  into  the  hands  of  his  second  son 

Henry,  who  on  23rd  June,  1651,  sold  it  to  Thomas  Byde.|f     In  addition  to 

*   See  p.  17. 

f  Augmentation  Office,  Conventual  Leases,  Middlesex,  I  (i). 

$  Patent  Roll,  2  &  3  Phil.  &  Mary  (4)  No.  900.  The  alienation  (which  included  another 
of  the  Legh  properties,  the  4  acres  in  Mill  Field)  certainly  took  place  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  Feet 
of  Fines  for  the  same  year,  the  price  being  200  silver  marks.  It  is,  however,  rather  difficult  to 
understand,  inasmuch  as  Lady  Chaloner  had  only  a  life  interest.  See  Patent  Roll,  1-2,  Phil.  &  Mary 
(7),  No.  887,  granting  leave  to  Thomas  Legh  of  Calder,  nephew  of  Sir  Thomas,  to  alienate  that 
part  of  the  latter's  property  formerly  belonging  to  Holywell  Priory  to  Dame  Joan  Chaloner  and 
the  heirs  of  herself  and  Sir  Thomas. 

§  Feet  of  Fines  (Midd),  13-14  Eliz.,  Mich.  The  payment  made  was  £140. 

||  The  following  table  shows  the  descent : — 

John  Mascall  =  Dorothy. 


John  =  Juliana 
d.s.p. 


Daniel  Thos.  =  Dorothy  =  Ralph 


d.s.p.  Kemp 

(0 


Hill 


K.  Williams  =  Anne  --=  W.  Suthes  (2) 

(i) 
Ralph  Watts  = 

(3) 

John  Suthes. 


Thos. 
Kemp. 
If  Close  Roll,  2714. 

**  Final  concord  between  Ralph  Crewe,  etc.,  juer:  and  Ralph  Watts  and  Anne  his  wife  and 
John  Suthes  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  10,  Chas.  I.  Easter), 
ff  Close  Roll,  3576. 
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certain  houses  and  tenements  it  comprised  a  parcel  of  garden  ground  con- 
taining 7  acres  late  in  the  tenure  of  John  Richars  and  then  in  that  of  John 
Noble,  "  which  doth  abutt  in  parte  upon  the  highway  leading  down  to 
"  Shoreditch  Church  towards  the  east,  upon  another  parcel  of  garden  ground 
"  there  late  in  the  tenure  ...  of  William  Wood  gardner  .  .  . 
"  towards  the  west,  upon  certayne  almshouses  of  Shoredich*  towards  the 
"  north,  and  in  parte  upon  the  common  sewer  running  between  the  said 
"  parcell  of  garden  ground  and  the  waste  ground  lying  on  the  north  side  of 
"  the  brickwall  of  Hallywell  towards  the  south,"  as  well  as  another  parcel 
of  garden  ground,  containing  6  acres,  late  in  the  tenure  of  William 
Wood  and  then  in  that  of  John  Noble,  f  "  and  doth  abutt  uppon  the  highway 
"  leading  to  Hoxton  on  the  north,  upon  Finsbury  Field  on  the  south,  a 
"  parcell  of  garden  ground  late  in  the  occupation  of  one  Robert  Badger, 
"  since  of  Robert  Kettle  and  now  of  David  Vollett  gardner  ...  on  the 
"  west,  and  upon  the  aforesaid  parcell  of  garden  ground  now  in  the  occupa- 
"  tion  of  John  Noble  on  the  east." 

A  few  weeks  before,  George  Price,  Crew's  executor,  had  disposed  of 
other  portions  of  the  estate.     The  largest  of  these  sales  was  on  2Oth  May, 
1651,  to  William  Billing^  of  that  property  which  formed  the  western  boundary 
of  the  last-mentioned.     It  is  described  as  "  all  that  his  parcell  of  ground, 
"...     containing  foure  acres,  late  in  the  occupation  of  David  Vollett 
"  gardner     ....     and  now  in  that  of  John  Hollam,  yeoman     .     . 
"  abuttinge  west  on  Dame  Agnes  of  Cleere,  east  on  other  garden  ground  late 
'  in  the  occupation  of  William  Wood     .     .     .     ,  south  on  Finsbury  Feild, 
'  and  north  upon  the  highway  leading  to  Hoxton." 

From  the  several  descriptions  given  above,  the  northern  (Old  Street), 
eastern  (Shoreditch  High  Street)  and  southern  (Holywell  Priory  precinct, 
and  the  northern  boundary  of  Finsbury  Field,  i.e.,  Willow  Walk,  now 
merged  in  and  roughly  represented  by  Great  Eastern  Street)  boundaries  of 
Fair  Field  and  the  unnamed  close  can  be  deduced.  The  western  boundary 
can  only  be  decided  in  conjunction  with  the  eastern  boundary  of  Dame 
Agnes  A  Clare.§  This  result  can  be  confirmed  by  reference  to  Chassereau's 
Map  (Plate  i). 

On  25th  May,  1653,  Byde  sold||  his  portion  of  the  property  to  Thomas 

•  Fuller's  Almshouscs,  see  p.  25. 

t  An  interesting  episode  in  Noble's  occupation  is  afforded  by  his  dispute  with  Nathaniel 
Billings,  his  one-time  servant,  "  an  honest  and  faithful!  servant,"  and  to  much  in  favour  with  his 
master  that  he  was  given  the  opportunity  of  marrying  one  of  his  daughters.  (The  kdy,  however, 
declined.)  Nathaniel  complained  that  he  had  been  cheated  in  connection  with  a  lease  of  part 
of  Noble's  property,  three  acres  and  the  "  little  house  containing  three  roomes  "  and  pleaded  that 
he  had  "  nothing  to  live  upon  but  what  he  getts  by  the  sweet  of  his  browes  and  hard  labour."  In 
his  reply,  Noble  mentions  that  he  had  left  Billings  "  divers  very  good  fruit  trees  of  much  varietie, 
partly  against  the  waiis  and  partly  in  the  open  ground,  and  some  bedds  also  of  sparragus,"  which 
he  might  have  removed.  (Chancery  Proceedings,  Hamilton,  C.  J,  55/252.) 

f  Common  Picas,  Recovery  Roll,  1651,  Trin.  No.  274. 

$  Sec  p.  29. 

||  Close  Roll,  3712. 
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Turgis,  and  on  I2th  October,  1704,  Mary  Turgis  disposed  of  it*  to  William 
Urry,  in  whose  family  it  continued  for  many  years.  f  Chassereau's  Map 
shows  Urry  as  owning  all  the  land  north  of  Bateman's  Row,  while  that  lying 
to  the  west  of  the  site  of  Curtain  Road  is  divided  between  Urry  and  Taylor. 
Taylor's  land  obviously  represents  the  four  acres  sold  to  William  Billing. 

Chassereau,  in  fact,  makes  it  clear  that  the  original  pasture  extended 
eastwards  and  northwards  at  least  as  far  as  (i)  the  backs  of  the  houses  in  the 
high  road,  and  (2)  the  rear  of  Fuller's  Almshouses  in  Old  Street.  As  regards 
(i),  however,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  Fairfield  at  the  time  of  the 
dissolution  extended  to  the  road.  A  plan  of  so  much  of  Urry's  estate  as  in 
1834  remained  in  the  possession  of  his  successors  in-  title+"  shows  that  it 
comprised  even  then  some  properties  in  the  high  road  north  of  William 
Street,  and,  in  addition,  the  sites  of  Nos.  138-9  and  143-4  can  be  shown  to 
have  originally  formed  part  of  Urry's  estate.  §  The  assertion  cannot  be 
made  with  so  much  confidence  in  the  case  of  (2).  The  date  of  the  erection  of 
the  almshouses  cannot  be  definitely  ascertained,!)  but  no  record  has  been 
discovered  of  a  sale  of  any  portion  of  Fairfield  for  the  purpose.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  known  that  a  rent  of  55.  a  year  was  paid  to  the  prebendary  of 
Hoxton  in  respect  of  the  site,  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  ground  was 
not  originally  a  portion  of  Fairfield,  but  a  piece  of  waste  belonging  to  the 
Hoxton  prebend. 

Rocque's  and  Chassereau's  Maps  show  that  up  to  the  middle  of  the 
1  8th  century  building  on  the  two  fields  was  confined  to  the  high-road 
frontage  and  the  north-east  corner  of  Fairfield.  The  formation  of  the  northern 
half  of  Curtain  Road  about  this  time^[  brought  about  a  great  change,  but 
even  at  the  end  of  the  century  large  portions  were  still  uncovered  with 
buildings. 

THE  WELL  OF  DAME  AGNES  A  CLARE. 

In  the  course  of  his  narrative  concerning  wells  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London,  Stow  writes  :**  "  Somewhat  North  from  Holywell,  is  one  other 
'  well,  curbed  square  with  stone,  and  is  called  Dame  Annis  the 


*  Close  Roll,  4929. 

f  See  e.g.,  lease  dated  yth  Deer.,  1767,  from  Thos.  Urry  to  Jas.  Stewart  (Midd.  Reg.  Memls. 
1768,  V.  244). 

$  Plan  attached  to  particulars  of  "  second  sale  of  the  Heneage  Estate,"  auction  for  27-28th 
May,  1834. 

§  See  abstracts  of  title  of  these  premises  handed  over  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
on  the  acquisition  of  the  houses  for  the  widening  of  Shoreditch  High  Street. 

||  It  was  probably  in  or  shortly  after  1605.  A  letter  from  the  Privy  Council  (Acts  of  the 
Privy  Council,  1615-6,  p.  561)  to  Sir  Thos.  Maunsell,  dated  3151  May,  1616,  reminds  him  that 
he  and  his  lady  had  bound  themselves  to  erect  the  almshouses,  both  at  Shoreditch  and  at 
Stepney,  before  the  Feast  of  SS.  Philip  and  James,  1605,  but  that  while  those  at  Shoreditch  had 
been  "  long  since  built,  and  the  poore  women  placed  therein,"  those  for  Stepney  had  not  yet 
been  erected. 

^f  It  is  shown  on  Rocque's  map,  but  not  on  Chassereau's. 

**   Survey  of  London  (Kingsford's  edn.),  I.,  p.  16. 

j-f  The  name  appears  in  several  forms,  most  of  which  occur  in  the  following  account. 
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The  origin  of  the  name  is  unknown,*  and  no  eariy  record  mentioning  the 

well  has  been  traced.     The  history  is  strangely  complicated.     Chassereau's 

Map  of  1745  (Plate  i)  shows  the  well  on  the  south  side  of  Old  Street  at  the 

junction   of  that   thoroughfare  with   Willow   Walk,   and   most   documents 

relating  to  it  agree  in  assigning  it  to  this  site  and  to  one  of  the  prebends  of 

St.  Paul's.     This  account,  however,  is  not  the  only  one.     Among  the  surveys 

of  Crown  property  made  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth  is  one  of  "  some 

"  small  sheddes  &  of  a  certaine  well  called  Dame  Ann  A  Cleere     .     .     . 

4  late  parcell  of  the  possessions  of  Charles  Stewart,  late  King  of  England. "j" 

The  premises  are  described  as  "  all  that  well  comonly  called  or  knowne  by 

'  the  name  of  Dame  Anne  A  Cleere  invironed  aboute  with  a  brickwall, 

'  scituate,  lying  and  being  on  the  late  King's  waste     ...     in  a  certaine 

'  higheway  leading  from    a    certaine    streete    called  Old  Streete  towardes 

Shoreditch.     And  att  the  west  end  of  the  same  there  is  standing  over 

'  some  parte  of  the  said  well  one  shedd  or  tenement  builte  highe,  made 

'  with  boardes   &  covered  with  boardes,  consisteing  of  two  roomes,  one 

'  above  another,  with  a  pumpe  standing  in  the  said  well  reaching  upp  to 

the  highermost  roome,  where  there  is  a  place  made  for  a  laborer  to  stand 

to  pumpe  water  out  of  the  said  well  to  convey  it  unto  some  ale  brewers 

'  dwelling  in  some  parte  of  Old  Streete.     Which  said  well  is  bounded  with 

'  the  land  of  Mr.  Marsh  on  the  north  and  the  way  leading  from  Old  Streete 

'  to  Shoreditch  on  the  south,  and  the  garden  of  one  Mr.  Pollard  on  the 

east,  conteining  in  length  three  score  and  seaventeene  foote  of  assize,  and 

in  breadth  28  foote  and  a  half,  now  in  the  occupacion  of  some  brewers  in 

Old  Streete.     And  is  worth  per  annum  xj/." 

The  Commissioners  refer  to  an  inquisition  taken  on  nth  September, 

1622,  whereby  it  was  found  that  the  well  was  on  the  king's  waste,  in  the 

tenure  of  John  Million,  and  of  the  annual  value  of  40^.     They  then  proceed  : 

"  Memorandum,  the  above  said  well  is  but  only  a  cisterne  which  doth  receave 

and  hould  the  water  as  doth  proceede  and  runn  from  severall  little  springs 

which  arrise  out  of  Mr.  Marshes  grownd  of  Newington  and  other  mens 

growndes   thereaboutes,   which    said    springes   y"  nearest   lyeth  40   pole 

from  the  said  well,  and  doe  runn  downe  into  the  said  well  thorough  some 

brick  channells  which  lye  in  the  aforesaid  groundes,  which  said  well  is 

very  comodious  and  of  good  use  for  some  ale-brewers  in  those  partes. 

Provided  allways  that  the  gen1  whoe  are  the  owners  of  the  land  from  whence 

theis  small  springs  doe  proceed  and  passe  thorough  doe  not  convert  it 

to  some  other  use,  or  turne  it  some  other  way  or  plasse  :  which  they  may 

easily  doe  in  two  houris  tyme,  without  any  trouble  or  charge  and  makit 

of  small  use."     The  document  is  endorsed  to  the  effect  that  the  premises 

*  It  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  no  reliance  is  to  be  put  in  the  story  that  the  well  is  called  "  by 
"  the  name  of  a  rich  London  widow  called  Annis  Cleare,  who,  matching  herself  with  a  riotous  courtier 
"  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  who  vainly  consumed  all  her  wealth  and  leaving  her  in  much  povertie 
"  there  she  drowned  herself,  being  then  but  a  shallow  ditch  or  running  water."  (TAe  Pleasant 
Walks  of  Moor  Ft  la's ;  a  dialogue  between  a  Country  Gentleman  and  a  Citizen,  1607.) 

f  Parliamentary  Surveys,  1650,  No.  79. 
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had  been  sold  by  "  yc  contractor  for  Deanes  and  Chapters  Landes." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  above  description,  the  property  is  quite 
explicitly  stated  to  have  been  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  and  to  have 
belonged  to  the  Crown.  On  5th  July,  1661,  the  Crown  leased  the  premises 
to  Jonathan  Ash*  for  £5  a  year,  and  in  1662  a  warrant  was  issued  for  a  grant 
to  Rebecca  Ash,f  "  tenant  of  a  waterspring  in  Shoreditch  parish  called 
Dame  Annis  St.  Clere,"  of  recognizances  forfeited  by  Thos.  Dawson  and 
others  in  connection  with  their  disturbance  of  her  possession  of  the  said 
waterspring.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  tenancy  was  being 
interfered  with,  and  an  entry  in  the  Receiver's  Accounts  for  4  James  II.  (1688) 
shows  that  the  rent  for  13  years  (£65)  was  in  arrears,  and  that  the  premises 
had  never  been  enjoyed  by  the  lessee.  To  explain  this,  it  is  necessary  to 
go  back  to  the  sale  of  the  well  among  the  property  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  St.  Paul's. 

On  2  ist  May,  1650,  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  sold  to  Thomas 

Davis  the  manor  or  prebend    of   Hoxton,  including  "  all  that  building  or 

"  waterhouse  within  the  libertyes  of  Hoxton,  on  the  south  side  of  the  highway 

"  there  leading  betweene  Shorditch  and  Old  Streete  at  the  west  side  of  a 

'  certeyne  pond  there  commonly  called  Annis  a  Cleare."^: 

After  his  purchase,  Davis  found  that  the  deeds  of  the  property  were 
not  forthcoming,  that  he  had  no  evidence  as  to  rents,  etc.,  due  to  him,  and 
that  there  was  a  not  altogether  surprising  reluctance  on   the  part  of  the 
"  natives  "   to  give  him  precise   information  on   the  point.     Not  only  so, 
but  "  although  they  know  that  the  waterhouse  and  the  pond  called  Annis  A 
'  Cleere  are  parcel!  of  the  mannoure  of  Hoxton  and  within  the  perambulation 
'  thereof,  yet    .     .     .    endeavour  to  make  a  title  to  the  City  of  London  to  the 
'  said  waterhouse  as  parcell  of  their  mannour  of  Fvnnesbury."     But  possi- 
bilities of  ownership  were  not  yet  exhausted. 

In  June,  1671,  Henry  Halsteed  was  made  prebendary  of  Eald  Street. 
From  information  apparently  in  the  possession  of  the  prebend  he  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  well  was  situated  on  the  waste  of  that  manor  and 
forthwith  took  steps  to  recover  it.  He  accordingly  demised  it  on  ist  May, 
1672,  to  William  Winchester  under  the  description  of  a  messuage  and  half 
an  acre  covered  with  water.  This  at  once  led  to  an  action  at  law,  which 
resulted  in  the  victory  of  Halsteed. §  Further  proceedings  ensued,  in  the 
course  of  which  certain  interesting  particulars  were  disclosed.||  In  the 
first  place,  the  petitioners  (brewers  in  Shoreditch  and  St.  Giles,  Cripplegate) 
identified  the  well  thus  seized  by  the  prebendary,  which  was  undoubtedly 
on  the  south  side  of  Old  Street,  with  that  "  upon  the  Kings  Majesties 
Wast  "  and  moreover  claimed  that  they  held  the  premises  under  Jonathan 

*  Treasury  Booh,  Calendar,  1660-7,  p.  308. 

t  Domestic  State  Papers,  Chas.  II.,  Vol.  LXI.,  No.  73. 

^  See  statement  by  Davies  in  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  VII.,  396/64. 

\  Exch.  Pleas,  C.  13,  24  Chas.  II.,  Mich.  5,  No.  689. 

||   See  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  V.,  64/26. 
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Ash,  the  Crown  lessee.     It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  there  is  only  one  well 

in  question,  not  two.     According  to  the  petitioners,  from  a  time  "  whereof 

'  the  memory  of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary,"  all  persons  "  having  occasion  " 

had  been  used  "  to  fetch  water  from  the  said  spring  and  well,  as  well  for  the 

'  brewing  of  ale  and  beere  as  for  other  occasions  at  their     .     .     .     wills 

'  and  pleasures,  without  any  hindrance  or  disturbance  of  any  person     . 

'  whatsoever."     The  well  had  formerly  lain  "  open  and  unfenced  "  with 

the  result  that  "  severall  persons,  travellers  and  others,  and  alsoe  several! 

cattell  "  had  been  drowned  therein,  and  for  the  prevention  of  this  "  and  that 

1  the  water  might  not  be  any  way  annoyed  by  the  casting  in  of  carryon 

'  or  other  filth,"  the  brewers  using  the  well  had  about  half  a  century  before 

built  a  brickwall  "  about  the  said  well,  leaving  doores  for  any  person  or 

'  persons  that  will  to  fetch  water  from  the  said  well."     The  surface  of  the 

roads  naturally  suffered  from  the  passing  and  re-passing  of  the  watercarts, 

and  in  1647  the  brewers  "  were  requested  and  incited  by  the  parishioners 

'  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  parishes  to  find  out  some  way  for  the  con- 

'  veying  of  the  water  from  the  said  well     .     .     .     and  to  leave  off  the 

'  fetching  the  said  water  by  carts  and  carriages."     As  a  result,  they  laid 

pipes  from  the  well  to  their  brewhouses,  and  built  a  pump-house.     They 

were  now  afraid  that  the  pipes  were  going  to  be  broken  up,  with  the  result 

that  their  trade  would  be  ruined,  their  families  reduced  to  want  and  the 

King's  reserved  rent  lost,  as  well  as  the  excise  duties  amounting  to  £1,500  a 

year. 

In  spite  of  this  piteous  appeal  the  prebendary  won  his  case.  For 
twenty  years  he  continued  in  enjoyment  of  the  premises,  which,  nevertheless, 
"  yielded  very  little  income  or  proffitt  towardes  the  recompenceing  the 
'  said  Henry  Halsted  for  his  said  great  paines,  trouble  and  expence."  This 
he  attributed  to  the  fact  that  he  could  not  legally  make  a  lease  for  longer 
than  21  years  or  three  lives,  and  in  1691  he  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament* 
enabling  him  to  grant  a  lease  of  40  years. 

How  long  after  this  the  water  continued  to  be  used  for  brewing  is 

uncertain.     When  Chassereau  made  his  survey  in  1745,  however,  the  well 

was  "  a  cold  bath,  and  much  frequented  for  cure  of  rheumatick  pains,  etc." 

It  seems  to  have  undergone  this  metamorphosis  before  1731  (at  the  end  of 

the  first  40  years'  lease),  an  advertisement  in  that  year  statingf  "  that  there 

'  is  now  opened  at  St.  Agnes  le  Clear,  Hoxton,  not  far  from  Moorfields, 

'  the  place  formerly  distinguished  by  the  sign  of  the  '  Sun  and  Pool  of 

Bethesda,'^:  a  new  cold  bath,  larger  and  more  commodious  than  any  in 

or  about  London,  being  30  feet  long,  20  feet  broad,  and  4  feet  6  inches 

•  3  &  4  Will.  Sc  Mary,  c.  39  (Private). 

t  Quoted  in  Foord's  Springs,  Streams  and  Spas  of  London,  p.  no. 

\  The  latter  name  certainly  suggests  that  the  water  was  used  for  therapeutic  purposes  before 

1731.     There  is  an  interesting  notice  concerning  the  place  in  the  London  Post  for  9-12  June, 

1699  :  "  On  Tuesday  evening  last  a  gentleman  who  lived  near  Tower  Hill,  walking  as  far  as 

Annisced  Clear,  went  into  the  Spring  Garden  there,  and  called  for  a  bottle  of  drink,  and  as  soon 

"  as  he  drank  a  glass  thereof,  he  instantly  fell  down  and  dyed." 
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'  deep,   the  water  continually  running,  where  ladies  and  gentlemen  may 

'  depend  upon  suitable  accommodation  and  attendance."     Further  references 

to  the  baths  in  1748,  1756  and  1778  are  given  by  Foord,*  and  a  memorandum 

of  agreement  dated  6th  November,  1778^  refers  to  the  "  dwellinghouse  with 

'  the  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  cold  baths. "| 

The  site  of  the  well,  with  some  adjoining  property,  seems  to  have  been 
the  only  portion  of  the  corpus  of  the  Eald  Street  prebend  which  survived,  the 
remainder  having  been  lost  before  1650,  "  and  supposed  to  be  swallowed 
by  Wenlock-barnes  on  one  side,  and  Hoxdon  on  the  other."§ 

In  the  Act  of  1691  the  property  is  described  as  "  a  certaine  spring  or 

'  well  commonly  called  Dame  Agnes  de  Clare  alias  Annis  the  Cleere,  and 

certain  wast  ground  to  the  said  prebend  belonging  and  to  the  said  well 

'  adjoining,  containing  from  east  to  west  520  foote  of  assize  or  thereabouts 

and  abutting  upon  a  parcell  of  land  formerly  belonging  to  the  priory  of 

'  Holywell,  east,  and  upon  the  King's  highway  called  Old  Street,  north 

and  west,  and  abutting  upon  the  common  shoare  bounding  the  manor 

of  Finsbury  south,  and  containing  from  north  to  south  at  the  east  end 

thereof  86  foote  of  assize  or  thereabouts,  and  at  the  south  and  west  end 

thereof  40  foote  of  assize  or  thereabouts."     A  number  of  plans  of  the 

property  are  extant, ||  copied  from  old  deeds,  in  which,  although  the  inclusive 

length  of  520  feet  given  above  is  reproduced,  the  lengths  of  the  various 

portions  added  together  make  only  499!  feet.     From  a  comparison  of  these 

plans  with  the  Ordnance  Sheets  for  1871   and  1896  it  is  evident  that  the 

easternmost  portion  of  the  property  coincided  with  the  spot  marked  "  Site 

of  St.  Agnes  Le  Clere's  Well,"  in  the  1896  Ordnance,  and  the  boundary 

between  the  Holywell  Priory  property  (the  unnamed  field)  and  that  of  the 

Eald  Street  prebend  may  therefore  be  assumed  to  have  entered  Old  Street 

at  a  point  about  68  feet  west  of  the  present  Bath  Place. 

HOLYWELL  CROSS. 

At  the  northern  end  of  Shoreditch  High  Street,  before  the  Reformation, 
stood  a  cross,  called  Holywell  Cross.  The  earliest  reference  to  the  structure 
that  has  been  found  is  dated  1288,  when  Bruning  atte  Cruch  (at-the-Cross) 

*  Op.  dt.,  pp.  no,  in. 

f  Between  JohnTipp  of"  St.  Agnes  le  Clair  "  andThos.  Watts  of  the  same  place  (in  possession 
the  London  County  Council). 

^  According  to  Foord  (pp.  dt.,  p.  in)  the  baths  were  discontinued  after  a  destructive  fire 
in  1845,  but  in  1852  the  well  was  still  running,  the  water  being  used  in  a  drug  mill. 

§  Ellis's  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  108.  That  the  corpus  of  the  prebend  was  formerly  much 
more  extensive  is  shown  by  the  facts  (i)  that  Thos.  Catcher,  in  1629,  left  the  White  Lion  and  3  acres 
of  land  in  Hoxton  held  of  the  prebend  of  "  Eld  street  alias  Old  Streete  "  (Inq.  P.M.,  2nd  Series 
(Chancery),  9  Chas.  I.,  491),  and  (ii)  that  the  large  property  afterwards  held  by  Sir  Charles  Pitfield 
(see  p.  78)  was  on  the  death  of  Sir  Anthony  Roper  in  1635  (then  described  as  60  acres)  held  of 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  as  of  their  prebend  of  Eald  Street  (Inq.  P.M.,  and  Series 
(Chancery),  766/64). 

||  In  the  possession  of  the  London  County  Council. 


SHOREDITCH 

of  Haliwell,  tiler,  granted  if  acres  of  land  in  "  Shoresdich  "  to  William  of 
Ewell,  canon  of  St.  Paul's.*  The  next  reference  is  a  century  later,  and 
occurs  in  a  dispute  in  10  Ric.  II.  (1386-7)  between  the  prioress  of  Holywell 
and  Thomas  Mewe,  groom  of  the  Royal  Chamber,  f  It  appears  that  the 
King  had  granted  to  Mewe  the  cross  called  "  Haliwell  Croice,"  which 
included  a  small  shop.  On  this  the  prioress  protested,  and  it  was  found,  by 
inquisition,  that  the  site  of  the  cross  was  within  the  metes  and  bounds  of 
the  ancient  foundation  of  the  priory.  The  prioress  further  urged  that  since 
the  erection  of  the  cross  and  shop  the  proceeds  therefrom  had  been  allocated 
to  the  office  of  sacrist  in  the  priory,  for  the  finding  of  bread,  wine  and  torches 
for  the  celebration  of  mass.  On  the  other  hand,  Mewe  contended  that  the 
cross  and  shop  were  on  the  public  highway. 

Stow,  writing  at  the  close  of  the  i6th  century,  says  that  between  the 
north  corner  of  the  field  bounding  the  west  side  of  the  High  Street  and  the 
church  "  sometime  stood  a  Crosse,  now  a  Smithes  Forge,  dividing  three 
wayes."J  The  structure  (or  a  later  one  on  the  same  site)  is  shown  in  Rocque's 
Map  (1746),  where  it  is  entitled  "  the  watch  house." 

On  i  ^th  January,  1750-1,  the  inhabitants  in  Vestry  directed  "  that, 

'  provided  the  house  in  the  middle  of  the  road  near  the  church,  where 

'  Mr.  John  Baxter  now  liveth,  be  demolished  and  laid  waste,  Dr.  Astry,§ 
the  present  lord  of   the  manor,  be  paid    forty  shillings  per  annum,  for 

'  ever."))  Nothing  seems  to  have  materialised,  and  on  ipth  March,  1766-7, 
a  meeting  was  held  to  consider  the  question  of  taking  down  the  "  roundabout 
house,"  opposite  the  church,  and  it  was  agreed  to  petition  the  bishop  of 
London  for  his  consent  to  pulling  it  down,  subject  to  satisfaction  being  made 
to  the  prebendary  of  Hoxton.  This,  apparently,  was  more  effectual,  and 
in  1767  an  Act  of  Parliament  (8  Geo.  III.,  c.  33)  was  obtained^1  under  the 

powers  of  which  the  building  was  purchased  and  demolished.  It  is  described 
as  "  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  .  .  .  heretofore  in  occupation  of 

1  Isaac  Baxter,  deceased,  and  then  of  Davis,  scituate  at  Church  End 

.  .  .  .  within  the  manor  and  prebend  of  Hogsdon,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  King's  highway  towards  the  west  part,  upon  the  King's  highway 
from  Shoreditch  to  Hackney  towards  the  east  and  south  parts,  to  the 
highway  leading  from  Old  Street  to  Hackney  on  the  north,  containing 

'  in  length  south  to  north  25  feet,  and  in  breadth  east  to  west  13  feet  6  inches 

•  MSS.  of  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  A.,  14,  No.  1693. 

f   Placita  in  Canccllaria,  13 '20. 

+  Surrey  of  London  (Kingsford's  edn.),  II.,  p.  74.  Ellis's  statement  (History  of  Shoreditch, 
p.  82)  that  the  cross  was  known  as  the  Smith  before  the  Reformation  is  based  upon  an  inexplicable 
misreading  in  the  deposition  of  Thos.  Haddon  (see  p.  94). 

§  Frank  Astry,  S.T.P.,  was  prebendary  of  Hoxton  1718  to  1766. 

jl   Ware's  Account  of  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  p.  68. 

\  The  Act  states  that  "  the  passage  of  the  said  high  street  is  greatly  obstructed  by  a  certain 
house  belonging  to  the  prebend  of  Hoxton  precinct,  and  let  or  leased  to  Richard  Rose,  a  carpenter, 
"  standing  upon  a  small  detached  piece  of  ground  at  the  north-east  corner  of  the  said  high  street, 
"  near  the  church. :> 
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consisting  of  a  cellar,  shop  and  a  chamber  over  the  shop,  formerly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Smith's  Forge."* 

HAGGERSTON. 

The  north-eastern  part  of  the  parish  of  Shoreditch  comprises  the 
ancient  hamlet  of  Haggerston.  The  name  first  occurs  in  Domesday,  which 
mentions  two  hides  in  "  Hergotestane  "f  held,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Confessor,  by  Alwin.  By  1086  they  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  Robert 
Gernon. J  The  Gernon  pedigree  given  by  Ellis§  shows  that  Robert  had 
two  sons,  Robert  and  William,  the  latter  of  whom  assumed  the  surname  of 
Montfichet.  His  son,  Gilbert,  was  succeeded  by  Richard,  who  died  in 
1203,  and  the  latter's  son,  also  named  Richard,  died  in  1258,  s.p.  The 
manor,  or  a  portion  of  it,  had  descended  to  the  younger  Richard,  for  the 
records  contained  in  the  Testa  de  Nevill  (circ.  1240)  show  that  Nicholas  of 
Bassingburn  held  a  fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee  in  Haggerston  of  Richard 
of  Montfichet.||  Sir  Thomas  of  Bassingburn,  son  and  heir  of  Nicholas, 
in  1255  granted  all  his  holding  in  "  Haregotistone  "  in  the  parish  of"  Sores- 
dich  "  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul'slf  and  a  document  of  circ.  1300** 
states  that  the  Dean  and  Chapter  held  in  "  Hergodeston  "  of  the  heirs  of 

*  Indenture,  dated  22nd  August,  1768,  between  Richard  Rose,  John  Underwood  and  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Act.     (Midd.  Reg.  Mem  Is.,  1768,  V.,  438.) 
f  The  early  forms  of  the  name  are  : — 
1086     Hergotestane  (Domesday). 

Circ.  1240     Hargodelston,  Hargoldeston,  Haregodeston  (Testa  de  Nevill). 
1250     Haregodestone  (Agreement  between  Alan  of    Shoreditch  and  Elias   and  Peter 

de  la  Lane.    (MSS.  of  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  A.,  XIV.,  No.  1697). 
1255     Haregotistone  (Charter  of  Sir  Thomas  of  Bassingburn,  (Ibid.,  A.,  XXVI.,  No.  62) . 
Circ.     1300  Hergodeston  (Aug.  Office,  Miscell.  Books,  45,  p.  19). 
1302-3     Hargodeston  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.  31  Edw.  I.). 

According  to  Cover  (Place  Names  of  Middlesex,  p.  35)  the  name  signifies  "  the  stone  of 
Heregod  or  Heregold." 

^  "  Robert  Gernon  holds  of  the  king  two  hides  in  Hergotestane.    The  land  is  two  carucates, 
and  there  are  three  ploughs  there;  there  are  three  villansand  seven  bordars  who  hold  this  land,  and  it  is 
worth  forty-five  shillings;  when  received,  forty  shillings;  in  the  time  of  King  Edward,  fifty  shillings. 
Alwin,  a  vassal  of  King  Edward,  held  this  manor;   he  could  sell  it  to  whom  he  pleased." 
§  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  98. 

||  "  Nicholaus  de  Bassingburne  quartam  partem  scilicet  in  Hargodelston,  qui  tenet  de  Ricardo 
de  Mumfichet  et  Ricardus  de  Rege  "  (p.  360(2).  "  Nicholaus  de  Bassingburne  in  Hargoldeston 
quarta  parte  feodi  "  (pp.  360^,  361).  "  Gives  Lond',  Robertas,  filius  Johannis  et  Radulphus  Aswy, 
"  auri  fab',  pro  eis  reddunt  compotem  .  .  .  .  de  quarta  parte  unius  feodi  Nicholai  de 
"  Bassingburne  in  Haregodeston  de  baronia  Ricardi  de  Mumfichet  "  (p.  362).  Robert  Fitzjohn 
was  sheriff  in  1229-30,  and  1242-3,  and  Ralph  Aswy  was  sheriff  in  1234-5  aQd  I239~4°»  mayor 
in  1241-4  and  died  in  1247. 

«[  MSS.  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St   Paul's,  A.,  26,  No.  62. 

**  Aug.  Office,  Miscell.  Books,  45,  p.  19.  The  date  is  approximately  fixed  by  the  statements 
(i)  that  Richard  was  bishop  of  London,  and  (ii)  that  the  order  of  the  Templars  was  still  in  existence. 
The  latter  was  abolished  in  1312  and  the  only  Richard  who  was  bishop  between  1255,  when  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  acquired  the  property,  and  1312,  was  Richard  of  Gravesead,  who  held  office 
from  1280  to  1303. 
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Nicholas  of  Bassingburn,  by  the  service  of  the  fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee. 
What  became  of  this  two-hide  manor*  belonging  to  St.  Paul's  there  is 
little  to  show,f  but  it  is  possible  that  it  is  alluded  to  in  connection  with 
certain  property  in  Shoreditch,  acquired  or  proposed  to  be  acquired  by  the 
priory  of  St.  Mary  Spital.  In  1349,  in  return  for  a  promise  to  increase  the 
number  of  canons  by  one  to  celebrate  divine  service  for  the  King  and  the 
souls  of  his  progenitors,  the  priory  obtained  the  royal  licence  to  acquire  in 
mortmain  five  messuages  and  100  acres  of  land  in  Middlesex  not  held  in 
chief.J  The  inquisition^  ad  quod  dampnum  held  in  connection  with  the 
proposal  disclosed  the  fact  that  certain  of  the  property,  viz.,  four  messuages 
and  24  acres  of  land  in  Hackney,  Stepney  and  Shoreditch  held  by  John 
Blaunch  and  Nicholas  of  Shoreditch  was  subject  to  a  rent  payable  to  the 
Dean  of  St.  Paul's.  The  property  in  question  may,  therefore,  have  formed 
a  part  of  the  two-hide  manor.!)  It  is,  however,  not  possible  to  decide  whether 
the  property  even  came  to  the  priory,  for  in  1376  licence^]  was  granted  to 
the  prior  to  acquire,  in  part  satisfaction  of  the  five  messuages  and  100  acres, 
one  messuage  and  80  acres  in  Hackney,  Shoreditch  and  Stepney,  all  held** 
of  the  bishop  of  London  as  of  his  manor  of  Stepney.ff 

At  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  the  greater  portion  of  Haggerston 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  priory  of  St.  Mary  Spital  and  accordingly  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  On  26th  August,  1543,  the  King  sold  to  Thomas 
Goodwyn  alarge  amount  of  property,  including^  the  manor  of  "Hyckmans," 
described  as  "  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  Robert  Beckett," 
and  lately  belonging  to  the  Priory  or  New  Hospital  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary  outside  Bishopsgate,  and  further  detailed  as  comprising — 

7  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  manor  where  a  house  once  stood. 

a  great  barn. 

5  acres  of  enclosed  land  lying  on  the  north  of  the  said  barn,  abutting  on  a  lane  leading 
towards  the  said  barn. 

12  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  great  field  called  "  Hickmans  "  towards  the  north  and  south, 
the  north  part  of  which  abuts  on  the  lane  near  the  barn. 

*  St.  Paul's  also  acquired  in  1255  from  Paulinus  of  Bampton  certain  property  formerly 
belonging  to  Alan  of  Shoreditch,  the  deeds  of  which  are  endorsed  "  Haregodest'  "  (MSS.  of  Dean 
and  Chafter  of  St.  Paufs,  A.,  14,  No.  1702). 

f  It  may  be  that  the  close  of  meadow  or  pasture  "  commonly  called  the  Lords  feild  alias 
the  Lord's  Acre  "  containing  1 4  acres  on  the  west  of  the  "  brickwall  and  gatehouse  belonging  to  the 
"  dwelling-house  of  Mn.  Elizabeth  Wiseman  "  (MSS.  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's, 
Prebendary  Surveys, pp.  165-6),  which  seems  to  have  been  the  only  property  in  Haggcrston  belonging 
to  St.  Paul  s  in  1650,  was  the  remnant  of  the  two-hide  manor.  This  was  attached  to  the  prebend  of 
Hoxton  (see  p.  36). 

\  Calendar  of  Patent  Rolls,  23  Edw.  III.,  p.  363. 

§  Chancery  Inquisitions,  A.Q.D.,  296/23 

||  It  docs  not,  however,  seem  very  likely.  The  tenant  in  chief  of  the  4  messuages  and  24 
acres  was  John  de  Tuwc. 

«;  Calendar  of  Patent  Rolls,  50  Edw.  III.,  p.  388. 

*•  Chancery  Inquisitions,  A.Q.D.,  388/7. 

tt  Of  the  5  messuages  and  100  acres,  only  i  messuage  and  36  acres  were  in  Stepney 
Manor. 

$*  Patent  Roll,  724. 
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8  other  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  same  field  called  "  Hickmans,"  the  east  part  o  which 
abuts  on  "  Mylkwyfbridge  "  and  the  west  part  on  the  said  12  acres. 

5  other  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  same  field  called  "  Hickmans  "  abutting  on  "  Hallywell 
path  gate." 

6^  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  same  field  called  "  Hickmans  "  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  or 
occupation  of  Thos.  Leigh  and  Henry  Foisted,  intermixed  with  lands  of  the  late  Monastery 
of  Holywell. 

The  total  area  amounted    to  43^  acres.     A  fortnight    previously  the 

King  had  granted  to  Goodwyn*  licence  to  alienate  the  property  to  William 

Cowper  and   Cecily,   his  wife,  and  on  3rd   September,   1543,  the  transfer 

took  place. f     On  i6th  October,  1548,  the  Cowpers  sold  to  Anne  Malte^ 

the  property,  described  as  "  the  manour  of  Hickmans  with  thappurtenances 

'  in  Argaston,  and  all  that  their  barne  and  all  landes,  medowes  and  pastures, 

sett,  lieng  and  being  in  foure  closes  adjoyning,  conteyning  by  estimacion 

'  a  hundrith  [  ?]  acres     .     .     .     the  which  be  nowe  in  severall  holdinges  of 

'  the  said  William  Cowper  and  of  one  William  Barlowe,  citizein  and  mer- 

'  chaunte  tayllour  of  London." 

On  loth  April,  1553,  Thomas  Hilton  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Anne  Make,  sold  to  Sir  Roger  Cholmley§  their  several  closes  of  pasture 
ground  containing  six  acres  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Lyster,  lying  in 
Haggerston  against  the  house  of  Sir  Roger,  and  abutting  west  on  Hag- 
gerston  Lane  and  east  on  lands  of  Sir  Ralph  Warren  in  the  tenure  of  Richard 
Haddon. 

On  5th  August,  1556,  the  Hiltons  further  sold  to  Thomas  (afterwards 
Sir  Thomas)  Curtis||  "  all  that  field  or  pasture  called  Hickmans  field     .     . 
'  containing    by    estimation    27    acres     .     .     .     and    one    close     .     .     . 
'  called  Barnfield,   containing   by  estimation   10  acres,   with  a  barn   built 
thereon  and  one  garden  to  the  same  barn  adjoining."^     Apparently  this 
37  acres  plus  the  6  acres  sold  to  Cholmley  represented  the  whole  of  the 
Haggerston  property  sold  by  the  King  to  Goodwyn. 

Curtis  died  on  7th  November,  1560,  and  his  granddaughter,  Anne, 
wife  of  Thomas  Stucley,**  inherited  the  property.  On  I9th  May,  1561, 
she  and  her  husband  disposed  offf  the  37  acres  as  well  as  other  property  in 

*  Patent  Roll,  739. 

t  Close  £»//,  435. 

t  Ibid,  456. 

§  Copy  of  deed  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

)|  Sheriff,  1546-7;  Mayor,  1557-8;  President  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  1555-6;  Master 
of  the  Pewterers'  Company  on  four  occasions. 

^T  Inqq.  Post  Mortem,  Chancery,  Second  Series,  152/94. 

**  Thomas  Stucley,  adventurer,  was  born  about  1525,  the  third  son  of  Sir  Hugh  Stucley  of 
AfFeton,  Devon.  Report  had  it  that  he  was  an  illegitimate  son  of  Henry  VIII.  After  a  career  of 
treachery  to  all  sides  in  succession,  relieved  by  a  piratical  expedition  undertaken  under  pretence  of 
colonising  Florida,  he  entered  the  service  of  Spain  in  1 570,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Alcazar 
in  1578.  In  one  of  several  periods  when  he  was  overwhelmed  with  debt  he  endeavoured  to 
retrieve  his  fortunes  by  marrying  Curtis's  granddaughter. 

ft  Close  Roll,  602 
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Essex  and  the  City  of  London  to  Lewis  Stucley,*  and  on  igth  July,  1602, 
the  latter's  son,  John,  sold  them  to  Richard  Smith,  citizen  and  haberdasher 
of  London. f  In  the  indenture  the  property  was  described  as  a  "  parcell 
"  of  ground  called  Barnefeild  Close  conteyning  .  .  .  tenne  acres 
"  .  .  .  in  the  occupacion  of  John  Stevenson,  and  three  other  closes  and 
"  parcells  of  ground  conteyning  in  the  whole,  27  acres  ...  in  the 
"  tenure  of  one  Rowland  Oakeover." 

In  addition  to  the  six  acres  acquired  in  1553,  Sir  Roger  Cholmley  £ 
had  obtained  in  I54O§  by  way  of  exchange  with  the  Crown,  a  messuage  or 
tenement,  a  dovecote,  orchard,  garden  and  close  of  land  lately  in  the  tenure 
of  Thomas  Walsh,  and  then  of  Cholmley  in  Shoreditch  and  "  Orgaston," 
and  also  a  parcel  of  meadow  and  pasture  lately  in  the  tenure  of  John  Grey- 
goose,  and  then  of  William  Upchurch.  All  the  property  is  said  to  have 
formerly  belonged  to  the  priory  of  St.  Mary  Spital. 

Cholmley  died  on  2ist  June,  1565,!]  leaving  to  his  daughter,  Dame 
Elizabeth  Beckwith,  widow  of  Sir  Leonard  Beckwith,  "  all  my  lands,  tene- 
"  ments  and  hereditaments  at  Argeston,  alias  Harleston,  in  the  parish  of 
"  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch."  In  the  event  of  her  marrying  Christopher 
Kenn  (a  marriage  which,  in  fact,  took  place  before  February,  1565-6),  the 
property  was  to  be  vested  in  trustees  for  her  with  reversion  to  her  son  Roger 
Beckwith.  The  latter  died  on  5th  September,  1586,  leaving  as  co-heirs 
Frances  Harvey,  his  sister,  and  Frances  Slingsby,  daughter  of  his  other 
sister,  Elizabeth  Vavasor.lf 

In  1595  Edward  Ryder  purchased  from  the  two  heiresses**  "  a  messuage, 

'  barn,  dovecote,  two  gardens,  an  orchard  and  12  acres  of  pasture     .     .     in 

'  Argaston,  alias  Hargaston  alias  Harleston  near  Hagyston  in  the  parish 

'  of  St.  Leonard  in  Shordiche,"  and  on  26th  May,  1596,  Ryder  acquired 

from  George  Harveyft  (Frances  Harvey  and  Henry  and  Frances  Slingsby 

releasing)  "  all  those  fyfteene  acres  of  pasture  ground     .     .     .     scituate  in 

'  severall  parcells     .    .    .     nowe  or  late  in  the  occupacion  of  William  Beacher 

'  abutting  on   the  heighe  waye  goinge   from  Shorditche  to   Chambridge 

'  Heath  towards  the  south,  on  the  lane  leadinge  up  to  Hagiston  towardes 

the  west,  on  the  landes  of  one  mayster   Stewkly  towardes  the  north." 

By  indenture^  dated  3151  March,  1601,  Ryder  enfeoffed  Richard  Smith  and 

•  Younger  brother  of  Thomas. 

f  Close  Roll,  1729. 

$  Natural  son  of  Sir  Richard  Cholmley  who  became  lieutenant  of  the  Tower.  He  entered 
Lincoln's  Inn,  became  serjeant-at-law  in  1531,  recorder  of  London,  1535,  and  was  knighted  in 
1537.  In  1552  he  was  made  lord  chief  justice,  but  was  removed  from  his  position  on  the  accession 
of  Mary,  and  retired  to  Highgate.  In  1562  he  founded  Highgate  School. 

S  Patent  Roll,  32  Henry  VIII.,  No.  699. 

||  Fry's  Abstracts  of  London  Injuisitiones  Post  Mortem,  II.,  pp.  41-44. 

IJ  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  Chancery,  2nd  scries,  216/88. 

••  feet  of  Fines,  MiJJ.,  37-8  Eliz.,  Mich. 

tt  Close  Roll,  1 540. 

JJ  See  injuisitio  post  mortem  on  Ric.  Smith,  2nd  series,  Chancery,  343/154. 
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William  Parkhurst   with    the    Cholmley    property    under  the    description* 
of — 

(i)  a  capital  messuage  in  Haggerston  late  in  the  occupation  of  Sir  Roger  Cholmley. 

(ii)  4  acres  of  pasture  adjoining  (i)  late  in  tenure  of  Edward  Ryder. 

(iii)  5  acres  next  to  (ii)  late  in  occupation  of  Thomas  Haddon. 

(iv)  two  closes,  called  Graygoose  closes,  of  9  acres. 

(v)  a  close,  called  Shroggs  close,  of  6  acres  lying  in  several  parcels,  abutting  on  the 
King's  way  leading  from  Shoreditch  to  Cambridge  Heath  towards  the  south,  a  lane  leading  to 
Haggerston  west,  and  lands  "  now  or  late  in  tenure  of  ...  Stucley  "  north. 

The  Cholmley  and  Goodwin  possessions  in  Haggerston  were,  therefore, 
united  in  Richard  Smith.  Smith  died  on  i6th  November,  1613,  leaving  his 
Haggerston  estate  to  his  wife  Margery,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his 
elder  son  Richard,  who  was  13^  years  old  at  his  father's  death. 

On  3Oth  November,  1632,  Richard  soldf  the  property  in  moieties  to 
Sir  Andrew  Jenour  and  John  Wiseman  respectively.  Wiseman  died  on 
7th  April,  1637^:,  leaving  a  son  and  heir,  John,  aged  2f  years.  On  23rd 
June,  1662,  Sir  Andrew  Jenour  and  John  Wiseman  disposed  of  the  estate 
to  Sir  Thomas  Byde,§  of  Shoreditch.  The  description  of  the  property, 
with  the  exception  of  the  names  of  the  occupiers,  is  identical  with  that  of 
the  24  acres  of  the  Cholmley  property  purchased  by  Richard  Smith  plus 
the  10  acres  of  Barnfield  close  and  "  three  other  closes  or  parcells  of  ground 
conteyning  in  the  whole  27  acres,"  corresponding  to  the  37  acres  sold  by 
the  Hiltons  to  Curtis.  The  total  area  was  therefore  61  acres. 

On  iyth  June,  1720,  Thomas  Byde  sold|j  to  Richard  Nicholls  "  all  that 
manner  or  reputed  manner  of  Haggerston."     The  contents  are  enumerated 
as  : — 

(i)  A  messuage  or  tenement. 

(ii)  A  field  called  the  Ten  Acres  in  two  parcels  of  4  and  6  acres, 
(iii)  A  field  called  the  Twelve  Acres  in  three  parcels  of  3^,  5  and  2!-  acres. 

(ii)  and  (iii)  together  correspond  with  the  2 1 -acre  field  shown  in  Chassereau's 

Map. 
(iv)  The  Pale  Field  (4  acres)  lying  south  and  west  of"  a  lane  leading  to  Kingsland  Road  " 

(Slough  Lane  in  Chassereau's  Map). 

(v)  A  field  called  Twelve  Acre  Field  abutting  south  on  Hackney  Road  in  two  parcels, 
one    containing  one  acre  and  including  a  brick  dwellinghouse  "  containing   in 
"  front  36  feet,  and  in  depth  20  feet  and  in  height  from  the  surface  of  the 
"  earth  upward  to  the    eaves     ...     20  feet,  and   consisting   of  two  stories 
"  besides  cellars  and  garretts,"  and  another  referred  to  as  12  acres, 
(vi)  A  parcel  of  8  acres,  said  to  have  been  formerly  part  of  the  Twelve  Acre  Field. 
(vii)  A  field  of  3  acres  "  heretofore  laid   to  the  said  eight  acres  "  and   abutting    on 
Hackney  Road. 

*  The  description  in  the  inquisition  mentioned  above  is  in  places  illegible,  but  from  what 
remains  it  is  certain  that  it  agreed  entirely  with  that  contained  in  the  extent  of  Smith's  property 
taken  after  his  death  (Court  of  Wards  and  Feodaries  Surveys,  Midd.,  26). 

f  Close  Roll,  2952. 

%  Inq.  P.M.,  2nd  series,  Chancery,  543/4. 

§  In  1665  his  father,  Alderman  John  Byde,  died  here  of  the  plague  (see  Ellis,  History  of 
Shoreditch,  p.  101).  See  Plate  9. 

||  Mlddx.  Reg.  Memls.,  170,  II.,  128-30. 
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(viii)  A  field  called  the  Seven  Acres  on  the  eastern  boundary  and  said  to  be  partly  in 

Shoreditch  and  partly  in  Hackney, 
(ii)  A  parcel  called  the  Five  Acres  (east  of  Slough  Lane). 
(x)  The  capital  messuage  with  outhouses,  yards,  gardens,  orchards,  etc.,  enclosed  with 

a  brick  wall, 
(xi)  A  garden  or  nursery,  late  a  close  of  pasture,  containing  2  acres,  with  brick  messuage 

and  shed. 

(xii)  The  Lord's  Acre  (from  a  deed  of  8th  June,  1720,  it  appears  that  this  was  leased  from 
the  prebendary  of  Hoxton). 

Exclusive  of  the  Lord's  Acre,  the  total  area  amounts  to  63  acres. 

Chassereau's  map  of  1745  (Plate  i)  shows  the  property  at  the  time  belonging 
to  Nichols,  the  total  area  amounting  to  59  acres,  I  rood,  6  poles. 

A  further  portion  of  Hickman's  Manor  is  referred  to  in  a  sale  by 
Francis  Whitpayne  to  James  Heblethwaite  on  xyth  December,  1564,  of 
1 6  acres  of  arable  land  and  meadow  ground  "  set,  lyinge  and  beinge  in  a 
'  certen  ffilde  called  Mylkwyvesbridgeffilde  .  .  .  parcell  of  the  manour 
"  of  Hyckmans."*  The  property  had  been  acquired  by  Whitpayne  in  1555 
from  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Hilton. f  It  can  be  traced^  until  1636,  when 
it  was  sold  by  Montague  Saunderson  to  Charles  Child. §  In  1767 
Milkwives'  Bridge  Field,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  on  which  had  been 
erected  the  Goldsmiths'  Almshouses,  was  in  possession  of  John  Spranger,]] 
and  is  therefore  to  be  identified  with  the  field  marked  "  Spranger  L.  '  in 
Chassereau's  Map. 

Another  portion  of  the  estate  of  the  priory  of  St.  Mary  Spital 
in  Haggerston  was  known  as  "  Burgoyn's  Lands."  These  were 
apparently  the  lands  in  Shoreditch  and  Hackney  belonging  to  Thomas 
Burgoyn,  who  seems  to  have  obtained  them  through  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
nle  Rotheley.  According  to  a  statement  made  in  1472,^  they  consisted  of 
7  messuages,  115^  acres  of  land,  i6£  acres  of  meadow,  3  acres  of  wood, 
12  acres  of  pasture  and  6d.  rent  in  "  Argeston,  Shordiche  and  Hakeney," 
a  total  of  147  acres.**  At  the  dissolution  the  priory  of  St.  Mary  Spital  was 

•  Close  Roll,  68 1. 

t  Feet  of  Fines,  MM.,  2*3  Phil.  &  Mary,  Easter. 

j  Heblethwaite  sold  to  Zachary  Collier,  24th  May,  1 584  (Close  Roll,  1 178),  after  whose  death 
it  came  into  the  hands  of  his  son  Zachary  (Court  of  Wards,  Misc.  Books,  68,  f.  219).  On  I5th  Sept- 
ember, 1609,  sold  by  Alexander  Hawkins  to  William  Muddell  (Close  Roll,  1979),  who  sold  it  to 
Richard  Halsey  (Feet  of  Fines,  MiJJ.,  9  Jas.  I.,  Hi!.).  Whorwood  Shadwcll  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
widow  of  Halscy,  on  2Oth  April,  1622,  sold  it  to  Thomas  Saunderson  (C. P.  Recovery  Roll,  20  Jas.  I., 
Trin.(6),  No.  158). 

$  Close  Roll,  3079. 
I  MM.  Reg.  Memls.,  1767,  L,  414-5. 

^  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,  39/16. 

••  Probably  in  a  great  measure  identical  with  the  5  messuages,  106  acres  of  land,  13 \  acres  of 
meadow,  3  acres  of  wood,  12  acres  of  pasture  and  6a".  rent  in  "  Shordyche  and  Hakeney  "  sold  by 
John  Sturdis  and  Margaret  his  wife  to  William  Rotheley  and  others  in  1448.  (Feet  of  Fines,  MM., 
26  Henry  VI.,  Easter.)  Release  is  given  from  the  heirs  of  Margaret  and  a  warranty  against  the 
heirs  of  Edmund,  abbot  of  Wettminster. 
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possessed  of  the  lands,  meadows,  pastures,  feeding  grounds,  fields  and 
marshes  called  "  Burgoyne's  landes  "  in  the  parishes  of  Shoreditch,  Hackney 
and  Stepney,  lately  in  the  tenure  of  Robert  Hateley,  and  a  wharf,  with  two 
closes  and  an  osier-bed,  in  Long  Ditton.  Also  all  those  great  tenements, 
small  tenements,  stables,  barns  and  48  acres  of  land  and  pasture  in  Hackney 
and  Shoreditch  now  or  lately  in  the  tenure  of  John  Welsh,  and  1\  acres  in 
the  common  field  called  West  Field  in  Hackney  in  the  tenure  of  Richard 
Haryong,  with  other  lands  in  that  parish  demised  to  John  Lindsay.  All  the 
above-mentioned  were  granted  on  2  ist  August,  1544,  to  Ralph  Warren,* 
Martin  Bowes  and  others,  and  on  ist  October,  1545,  licence  was  grantedf 
for  their  alienation  to  Ralph  (afterwards  Sir  Ralph)  Warren.  The  property 
passed  to  Sir  Ralph's  son,  Richard  Warren,  with  reversion  to  the  latter 's 
sister  Joan,  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Cromwell. J  In  1598  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
Richard's  relict  Elizabeth  Knyvett,  who  had  a  life-interest  therein.  On 
2nd  May  in  that  year  the  reversionary  interest  was  sold§  to  Robert  (afterwards 
Sir  Robert)  Lee  by  Oliver  Cromwell,  son  and  heir  of  Dame  Joan  Cromwell. 

Sir  Robert  Lee  died  on  22nd  December,  1605,!!  and  his  son,  Sir  Henry, 
succeeded  to  the  reversionary  interest.  On  his  death  the  interest  descended 
to  his  son  John  (afterwards  Sir  John)  Lee,  a  ward  in  Chancery,  who  was 
still  in  possession  in  1664.^  An  indenture**  dated  ist  May,  1717,  between 
Thomas  Lee,  of  Kensington  and  Baptist  Lee,  his  son  and  heir,  and  John 
Discrete,  for  the  first  time  gives  details  of  the  property.  This  comprised 
(i)  a  messuage  in  Haggerston  "  now  or  late  in  the  occupation  of  Edmond 
Lidgold,"  and  47  acres  of  meadow  and  pasture  lying  together  at  or  near 
Haggerston,  belonging  to  the  said  messuage,  abutting  on  the  lands  of  Sir 
Thomas  Byde  on  the  south  and  west.  These  47  acres  almost  certainly 
represent  the  48  acres  mentioned  separately  in  previous  transfers,  and  may 
probably  be  identified  with  the  two  fields  of  26  and  18  acres  respectively 
shown  on  Chassereau's  map;  (ii)  23  messuages  and  35!  acres  in  Haggerston. 
The  latter,  by  the  boundaries,  etc.,  may  be  generally  identified  with  the 
remaining  fields  marked  "  Lee,  Esq.,"  in  Chassereau's  map,  the  area  of  which 
amounted  to  39  acres;  (iii)  7f  acres  in  Hoxton;  (iv)  5  messuages  and 
28^  acres  in  Hackney;  and  (v)  9  acres  in  Bethnal  Green. 

The  two  fields  marked  "  Dry,  Esq.,  L."  in  Chassereau's  map  did  not 
belong  to  either  Hickman's  or  Burgoyn's  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution. 
Their  history  has  been  traced  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  i6th  century, 
and  the  owners  were  always  different  from  those  of  the  two  manors  in 
question,  ft 

*  These  particulars  are  taken  from  Particulars  for  Grants,  37  Henry  VIII.,  1185. 

t  Patent  Roll,  37  Henry  VIII.,  775. 

$  Inquisition  on  Richard  Warren  (Inj.  P.M.,  and  series,  Chancery,  248/42). 

§  Close  Roll,  1604. 

||  Court  of  Wards,  Feodarles  Surveys,  Midd.  62. 

«j  Chancery  Proceedings,  Mltford,  C.  VIII.,  183/34. 
**  Midd.  Reg.  Mentis.,  1717,  VI.,  64-5. 
ft  Sold  by  Edward  Elrington  to  Roger  Barker  and  Joan  his  wife  (10  acres  of  pasture)  in  1 532. 
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Mention  should  also  be  made  of  an  estate  in  Haggerston  to  which 
some  mystery  appertains.  A  certain  John  Deacon  on  ist  January,  1584-5, 
fled  the  realm  and  was  outlawed.  At  the  time  of  his  departure  he  was 
seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  in,  inter  alia,  one  messuage  or  tenement  with 
garden  and  orchard,  and  24  acres  of  land,  meadow,  and  pasture  in  "  Argaston 
alias  Hargaston  alias  Hurleston  "  in  the  parish  of  Shoreditch,  then  or  late 
in  the  several  tenures  or  occupations  of  Thomas  Bedingfeld,  Thomas  Haddon 
and  Clement  Kelk,  and  in  all  "  le  waynescott  et  seelinge  "  within  the  mess- 
uage valued  at  £4.*  On  I4th  April,  1619,  James  1.  grantedf  to  Robert 
Jossey,  or  Joyce,  and  others,  at  a  reserved  rent,  all  the  property  of  Deacon. 
The  Haggerston  estate  is  described  as  a  capital  messuage  and  close  thereto 
belonging  then  or  late  in  the  several  tenures  of  Paul  Pope  and  Edward, 
Lord  Seymour,  and  two  other  closes,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Haddon 
and  Clement  Kelk.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  details  are  quite  circumstantial, 
and  there  can  hardly  be  a  question  of  mistake.  The  story  is  resumed  in 
1664.  Lady  Salton  had  obtained  a  grant  of  a  moiety  of  rents  due  to  but 
withheld  from  the  Crown,  and  a  certain  Charles  Cornell,  "  a  poore  indigent 
person  and  noe  way  responsible,"  acting  as  her  agent,  had  apparently 
discovered  the  grant  to  Joyce,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  reserved  rent  was 
33  years  in  arrear.  He  accordingly  distrained  on  certain  cattle  then  "  levant 
and  couchant  upon  the  premisses,"  and  belonging  to  Allen  Badger,  tenant 
of  Sir  John  Lee,  the  owner  of  Burgoyn's.  Proceedings  were  instituted,  and 
Sir  John  Lee  indignantly  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  James  I.'s  grant,  and 
denied  absolutely  that  his  estate  was  ever  in  the  possession  of  John  Deacon 
or  that  any  part  of  it  had  ever  been  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Bedingfield.:): 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  this  he  was  quite  correct.  Apparently  no 
claim  was  made  upon  the  owner  of  Hickmans,  then  Sir  Thomas  Byde,  although 
that  portion  which  had  belonged  to  Cholmley  certainly  had  points  of  resem- 
blance :  it  comprised  a  messuage  and  24  acres,  the  messuage  had  been  in 
the  occupation  of  Pope,  and  one  of  the  closes  in  that  of  Haddon.  The 
general  history  of  that  property,  however,  seems  quite  inconsistent  with 
the  identification,  and  the  Deacon  estate  in  Haggerston  must  remain  a 
mystery. 

Chassereau's  map  (Plate  i)  shows  such  building  as  then  (1745)  existed 
m  Haggerston  practically  assembled  in  one  spot,  fronting  which  was 
apparently  the  village  green,  in  the  south-west  angle  formed  by  Nursery 

(Feet  of  Fines,  24  Henry  VIII.);  sold  by  Joan  Barker  to  Richd.  Haddon  in  1542-3  as  10  acres  of 

pasture,  abutting  on  the  Great  Place  late  pertaining  to  St.  Mary  Spital  and  upon  a  croft  pertaining 

to  the  prebend  of"  Hoggesdon  "  south,  the  common  lane  called  "  Butts  Grcne  "  leading  to  Stone- 

indge  east,  a  close  late  pertaining  to  St.  Mary  Spital  west,  and  a  close  of  Thos.  Elrington  called 

.hree-comcred  dose  north  (Copy  of  deed  preserved  in  the  Shoreditch  Public  Library);    left 

i  in  is ;  57-S  to  his  son  Thomas  under  the  name  of  "all  that  my  filde  or  close    .     .     . 

%TCnn^AfreS  Hng  and  ^'"8  at  Haggerston."    (P.C.C.  42,  Noodes);   sold  by  Thos. 
Haddon  to  rhos.  Gedney  in  1 598  (Feet  of  Fines,  40-1  Eliz.) 
•  Special  Commissions,  Lond.  and  Middr.,  141:1. 
t  Close  Roll,  2179. 
$  Chancery  Proceedings,  MitforJ,  C.  VIII.,  183/34. 
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Lane  (now  Laburnum  Street)  and  Haggerston  Lane  (now  Weymouth  Street). 
The  only  other  buildings  shown  are  the  Goldsmiths'  Almshouses,  and  a 
few  north  of  the  Hackney  Road  near  the  junction  of  that  thoroughfare  and 
Goldsmiths'  Row.  Gary's  map  of  1792  shows  that  no  further  building  had 
then  taken  place. 

There  seem  to  have  been  two  large  houses :  (i)  the  "  great  messuage  " 
attached  to  Burgoyn's,  occupied  in  the  beginning  of  the  i8th  century  by 
Edmond  Lidgold;  and  (ii)  the  capital  messuage  in  Haggerston,  occupied  in 
the  i6th  century  by  Sir  Roger  Cholmley,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  (1565) 
let  to  Paul  Pope.  The  water-colour  sketch  by  Shepherd  of  a  gateway  of 
brick  and  stone,  mentioned  in  the  issue  of  Notes  and  Queries  for  23rd  January, 
1909,  obviously  represented  the  remains  of  one  of  these  two  houses.  The 
mount  bore  an  inscription  to  the  effect  that  the  picture  represented  the 
residence  of  Dr.  Halley  at  Haggerston.  The  statement  that  Edmund 
Halley,  the  famous  astronomer,  was  born  (29th  October,  1656)  "  in  Shoreditch 

parish,  at  a  place  called  Haggerston,  the  backside  of  Hogsdon,"  rests  on 
the  authority  of  Aubrey,*  a  contemporary.  It  has  not  been  found  possible 
to  obtain  confirmation  of  the  statement.  The  house  attached  to  Burgoyn's 
was  in  1664  in  the  occupation  of  Allen  Badger,  who  stated  that  he  and  his 
father-in-law,  William  Morris,  had  held  the  premises  for  35  years. f  That 
attached  to  Hickman's  was  left  in  1612  to  Margery  Smith  for  life.  She  was 
living  there  in  1615,^  and  in  the  sale  to  Sir  Thomas  Byde  in  1662  the  house 
is  described  as  "  since  in  the  occupation  of  Margery  Smith  and  late  in  that 

of  Elizabeth  Wiseman."  There  is  nothing  in  the  above  inconsistent  with 
a  short  sub-lease  to  Halley's  father,  but  any  long  occupation  by  the  family 
is  quite  unlikely  and  any  idea  that  Halley  resided  there  when  grown  up 
must  be  relinquished.  The  town  residence  of  the  family  was  in  Winchester 
Street.§ 

*  Lives  of  Eminent  Men,  Clark's  edn.,  I.,  p.  282 

j"  Chancery  Proceedings,  ut  supra. 

\  She  is  described  as  "  de  Haggerston  "  in  the  extent  of  the  property  of  her  late  husband, 

Richard  Smith,  on  10  May  1615  (Court  of  Wards,  Feodaries  Surveys,  Midd.,  26). 

§  The  facts  concerning  his  father's  death  are  obscure.    The  following  extracts  from  the  London 

Gazette  do  not  seem  to  have  been  noticed  in  the  biographies,  and  as  they  have  some  slight  connection 

with  Shoreditch,  may  be  interesting  : — 

"  Mr.  Edmund  Hally  the  elder  went  from  his  house  in  Winchester  Street  on  Wednes- 
day last,  promising  to  return  home  the  same  evening,  but  hath  not  since  returned,  and  upon 
all  enquiries  made  after  him  cannot  be  heard  of,  which  makes  it  feared  violent  hands  have 
been  laid  upon  him.  He  is  a  tall  man,  of  about  60  years  of  age,  had  on  a  black  cloth  suit, 
with  an  iron  gray  cloth  coat.  Whoever  gives  notice  of  him  to  his  wife  in  Winchester  Street 
shall  have  twenty  guineas  reward."  (March  6-10,  1683-4.) 

"  Mr.  Edmund  Hally,  who  went  from  his  house  in  Winchester  Street  on  Wednesday 
the  jth  inst.  about  I  of  the  clock,  not  having  yet  been  heard  of,  otherwise  than  that  it's  thought 
he  was  seen  that  evening  towards  Hogsden  with  two  men,  the  one  a  tall,  the  other  a  short 
man.  The  said  Mr.  Hally  is  a  tall  man  of  about  60  years  of  age,  having  a  mole  on  his  right 
cheek,  with  a  plain  Band,  a  brown  short  Perriwig,  and  a  broad  brim'd  black  Beaver,  having 
a  black  cloth  suit  on,  his  Breeches  wide  at  knees,  and  an  iron  gray  cloth  coat  over  it, 
and  black  worsted  stockings  on.  Whoever  brings  true  notice  of  the  said  Mr.  Halley,  to 
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HOXTON. 

By  far  the  larger  part  of  that  portion  of  the  parish  of  Shoreditch  which  lies 
to  the  north  of  Old  Street  and  Hackney  Road  was  formerly  included  in 
Hoxton,  which  comprised  not  only  all  the  land  west  of  Kingsland  Road  as  far 
as  the  parish  boundary,  but  also  as  much  of  that  lying  to  the  east  of  that 
thoroughfare  as  was  not  included  in  Haggerston.  It  seems  probable  that 
in  early  times  the  name  applied  to  an  even  larger  area,  for  the  fact  that  the 
manor  of  Hoxton*  seems  to  have  originally  lain  entirely  in  Hackney,  points 
to  a  former  northward  extension  of  the  name. 

There  are  very  few  ancient  instances  of  the  name  Hoxton,  the  only 
two  really  early  examples  being  : 

(i)  Hochestone,  which  occurs  in  Domesday  (1086),  and 
(ii)  Hocston,  which  is  used  in  a  fine  of  1220-1. f 

It  seems  probable  that,  as  in  so  many  other  instances,  the  name  is 
formed  from  the  A.S.  tun  (a  fortified  enclosure,  village,  manor)  compounded 
with  the  genitive  of  the  name  of  a  person.J 

At  the  time  of  the  Conquest  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's  held 
two  estates§  in  Hoxton,  one  of  which  was  dignified  with  the  title  of  manor. 
This,  no  doubt,  was  coincident  with  or  included  the  prebendal  manor  of 
Hoxton,||  while  the  prebendal  manor  of  Eald  Street  may  represent  the 
other. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  houses  at  the  south  end  of  Kingsland 
Road,  the  population  of  the  village  of  Hoxton  seems  in  ancient  times  to 
have  been  concentrated  along  the  village  street  (Hoxton  Street).  Many  of  the 
houses  seem  to  have  been  of  good  size,  and  even  as  late  as  the  second  half 
of  the  iyth  century,  when  Hoxton  Square  had  become  the  favoured  quarter, 

his  wife,  Mrs.  Halley,  in  the  said  Winchester  Street,  where  he  is  alive  or  dead,  shall 
have  £100  for  a  reward,  which  shall  immediately  be  paid,  by  her,  or  at  a  goldsmith's." 
(20-24  March,  1683-4). 

'  ^  PP-  4i  79- 

f  Final  Concord  between  Geoffrey  de  Verley  and  Peter  de  Hocston. 

%  Cover  (Place  Names  of  Middlesex,  p.  50),  gives  the  meaning  of  the  name  as  "  farm  or 
enclosure  of  Hocg."  Ellis's  theory  (History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  118)  that  the  first  element  in  the 
word  is  derived  from  the  A.S.  eaca  (an  addition)  and  indicates  that  the  "  tun  "  was  not  built 
until  after  Shoreditch,  is  quite  impossible  for  several  reasons,  not  the  least  being  that  it  fails 
to  explain  the  presence  of  the  "  s."  The  genitive  (or  any  oblique  case)  of  eaca  was  eacan. 

§  "  In  Hochestone  the  canons  of  St.  Paul's  have  one  hide.  Land  for  one  plough,  and  it  is 
there  now,  and  [there  arc]  three  villans  holding  this  land  under  the  canons.  Pasture  for  the  cattle. 
This  land  was  worth,  and  is  worth  twenty  shillings.  This  lay,  and  lies,  in  the  demesne  of  the  church 
of  St.  Paul." 

"  MANOR.  The  canons  hold  Hochestone  for  three  hides.  There  is  land  for  three  ploughs, 
and  they  are  there;  and  [there  are]  seven  villans  who  hold  this  land,  and  sixteen  cottagers.  In  the 
whole  it  is  worth  fifty-five  shillings;  the  same  when  received;  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  sixty 
shillings.  This  manor  lay,  and  lies,  in  [the  demesne  of]  the  church  of  St.  Paul." 

||  The  prebendal  manor  was  fairly  extensive,  for  quit  rents  were  payable  by  the  parish  to  the 
prebend  of  Hoxton  in  respect  of:  Land  of  Promise,  between  Kingsland  Road  and  Hoxton  Street 
(see  p.  65),  site  of  Fuller's  Almhouses,  Old  Street  Road  (see  p.  25),  burial  ground  in  Hackney  Road 
(»ee  p.  46)  (Ware's  Account  of  Shoreditch  Charities,  p.  114). 
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Hoxton  Street  contained  many  good  houses.  In  earlier  times  it  had  con- 
tained the  residences  of  many  well-to-do,  and  some  eminent,  persons.* 
The  Portuguese  Ambassador  was  living  there  in  1568,  although  unfortunately 
it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  identify  the  house.  This  residence  on 
one  occasion  provided  the  parish  with  a  little  healthy  excitement,  causing  the 
parish  constable  to  stand  "  in  greate  feare  off  his  liffe."f 

It  has  been  found  convenient  to  deal  with  Hoxton  in  three  sections  : 
(i)  that  part  lying  east  of  Kingsland  Road,  (ii)  the  part  lying  between 
Kingsland  Road  and  Hoxton  Street,  and  (iii)  the  part  west  of  Hoxton 
Street. 

(i)  Hoxton^  east  of  Kingsland  Road. 

It  has  proved  a  task  of  more  than  usual  difficulty  to  ascertain  the 
facts  concerning  this  part  of  the  parish,  and  the  result  is  far  from  complete. 


SHOREDITCH  IN   1642,  FROM  EYRE's  VIEWS  OF  THE  FORTIFICATIONS  OF  LONDON. 

Nevertheless,  sufficient  information  has  been  obtained  to  enable  the  general 
history  of  the  district  to  be  traced.     It  is  proposed  to  deal  first  with  the 

*  Not  that  they  had  a  monopoly.  It  is  rather  surprising  to  find  that  the  little  village  in 
Edward  VI. 's  reign  contained  seven  alehouses.  (Middx.  County  Records,  I.,  p.  n.) 

t  "  The  maner  and  order  of  the  execucion  of  the  Commissioners  letteres  for  Causes  Ecclesiasticall 
at  the  Portugalles  Embassadors  house  at  Hoxton  in  Mydd.  upon  Sonday  the  xxiiijth  of  October, 
1568. 

"  First  the  said  letteres  beinge  delivered  to  Humfrey  Pirwhich  the  constable  ther  on  the  said 
Sonday  in  the  morninge,  the  said  Perwhich  appointed  one  to  watche  what  nomber  of  Englishe  persons 
went  in  ther  that  morninge.  And  when  the  Embassadors  was  goinge  to  masse  word  shold  be  brought 
to  the  said  Perwhich  to  the  parishe  churche. 

"  Item  that  as  sone  as  the  said  Perwhich  had  notice  brought  him  of  the  Embassadors  goinge  in 
to  masse,  he  came  furth  of  his  parishe  churche  beinge  accompanied  with  RafFe  Typpinge,  Willm 
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frontage  to  Kingsland  Road  from  the  corner  of  Hackney  Road,  as  to  which 
Stow  states*  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  I7th  century,  it  was  built  on  "  more 
than  a  good  flight  shoote,  towardes  Kingesland." 

On  yth  September,  1602,  Anne  Mayowe  soldf  to  William  Muschamp 
four  messuages  and  a  three-acre  close.  The  latter  is  dealt  with  below. 
The  former  were  the  Green  Lattice,  with  a  garden;  the  Smith's  House, 
divided  into  five  tenements;  the  Saracen's  Headf ;  and  the  house  "  sometymes 
called  the  Clarkes  house,  and  nowe  knowne  by  the  name  or  signe  of  the 
Spread  Eagle."  The  present  Nos.  2  and  4,  Kingsland  Road,  occupy  a 
portion  of  the  site  of  the  Smith's  House.§ 

North  of  these  premises  were  six  houses,  sold  on  4th  August,  1649, 
by  George  and  John  Cressenor  to  Mary  Playsted,]!  and  described  as  bounded 
on  the  south  by  the  land  of  William  Muschamp.  The  eastern  boundary 


Rolf,  and  other  of  the  said  parishe  whom  the  constable  had  required  in  the  Quenes  Majesties  name 
to  be  assistauntcs  unto  him,  and  go  with  him/ 

"  Item  that  as  sone  as  the  constable  came  to  the  howse,  the  gate  beinge  open  he  went  imediatlie 
to  the  chappcll  accompanied  with  the  said  Raffe  Typpinge,  Richard  Awsten,  and  John  Calverley 
but  one  of  the  Embassadors  servauntes  met  them  in  the  court.  Whoe  made  hast  towardes  the 
chappcll  to  have  prevented  thier  doinges.  But  the  said  Constable  and  RafFTippinge  made  such 
hast  after,  that  they  were  in  the  chappell  as  sone  as  the  Embassadours  man,  but  the  chappell  dore 
was  shutt  against  the  others. 

"  Item  that  the  said  constabell  imediatly  after  his  cominge  into  the  chappell,  the  prist  beinge  at 
masse,  and  to  the  nomber  of  viij  Englishe  persons  as  nere  as  cold  be  estemed  knelinge  at  the  said 
masse  the  constable  chardged  all  such  Englishe  persones  in  the  Quenes  Majesties  name,  to  arrise 
and  go  with  him/the  said  constable  nor  Tipping  not  having  any  weapon  about  them. 

"  Item  that  then  the  Embassadors  men  began  to  kepe  a  great  sturre  and  every  man  tooke  his 
weapon  some  with  partisans,  pikes,  and  other  weapons  and  some  with  gonnes  and  dagges.  So  as 
the  constable  and  others  that  came  with  him  were  in  great  feare  of  their  lyves,  the  gattes  being 
shutt  and  locked,  that  they  cold  not  go  owte/  And  then  thimbassador  himself  came  unto 
them  very  feirccly  callinge  them  villains,  dogges,  and  suche  like,  and  enquired  by  what  authorite 
they  came. 

"  Whereupon  the  constabell  caused  the  letteres  of  the  Comissioners  to  be  read  and  a  Portugall 
that  understood  Englishe  standinge  bye  declared  theffecte  thereof  to  the  Ambassador.  Then  the 
Ambassador  enquired  whose  handes  were  at  the  same  letteres,  unto  whome  aunswer  was  made,  the 
bisshop  of  London  and  others  that  were  in  Comission  for  suche  matters,  whereunto  the  Imbassador 
sayd  he  cared  not  for  the  busshop  of  London  his  hand,  if  the  Queenes  hand  were  not  at  yt/ 

"  And  so  with  most  vile  wordes  caused  them  to  be  thruste  out  of  the  gattes/  And  so  all  the 
Englishe  persons  ther  at  masse  conveied  awaye/ 

"  Md.  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  gate  is  never  lefte  open  at  any  tyme  all  the  day,  but  when  as  they 
be  at  masse,  to  them  that  are  Englishe  persons  that  come  to  yt  maye  streght  go  to  the  chappell 
without  sttic  or  lett,  and  not  to  be  seen/  Humfrey  Perwiche,  Raufe  Typpinge."  (State  Papers 
Domestic,  Eliz.,  Vol.  XLVIII.,  No.  26.) 

•  Survey  of  Lindon  (Kingsford's  edn.),  II.,  p.  74. 

f  Close  Roll,  1723. 

f  It  is  possible  that  this  is  the  house  with  the  signboard  shown  in  the  view  of  1642. 

%  See  p.  127.  The  rest  of  the  site,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  sites  of  houses  to  the  north,  was 
in  1768  thrown  into  the  public  way.  The  Act  8  Geo.  III.,  c.  33,  authorised  the  setting  back  of 
the  houses  "  from  the  corner  of  the  high  street,  on  the  north-east  side,  as  far  as  a  certain  house 
known  by  the  sign  of  the  Cherry  Tree." 

||  Close  Roll,  3478. 
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was  the  land  of  "  Master  Hill,  scrivener,"*  and  the  northern  the  land  "  now 
or  heretofore  of  William  Sydom."  The  houses  occupied  a  site  66  feet 
square. 

By  his  will,f  dated  5th  October,  1549,  Thomas  Armerer  left  to  his 
wife,  Anne,  for  life  "  sixe  tenementes  .  .  .  lately  purchased  of  ... 
Mr.  Thomas  Marrowe,"  with  reversion  to  Nicholas  Appleton.  The  latter's 
willj  is  dated  ist  May,  1559.  By  it  he  left  to  his  wife,  Sisley,  "  my  sixe 
tenementes  at  the  church  ende  to  helpe  to  bring  upp  my  children  withall," 
with  proviso  that  on  reaching  the  age  of  21  his  son,  William,  should  have 
the  four  nearest  houses  and  his  son,  Stephen,  the  "  two  furtherest."  On 
2oth  January,  1582-3,  Stephen  sold,§  to  Richard  Grymes,  the  two  "furthiest," 
described  as  abutting  west  on  the  Queen's  highway,  east  on  the  orchard  or 
ground  occupied  by  Robert  Borne,  and  north  by  the  oatmeal  mill. 

The  oatmeal  mill  was  a  little  later  in  the  possession  of  William  Siddon, 
for  on  jist  March,  1601, Richard  Martin  sold||  to  Henry  Siddon  and  William, 
his  son,  a  messuage  and  the  "  oatemeale  myll,"  described  as  on  the  east 
side  of  the  highway.  Inasmuch  as  Mary  Playsted's  houses  were  also 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  property  of  William  Siddon,  there  seems  a  case 
for  identifying  them  with  the  six  houses  of  Appleton. ^[  We  may  therefore 
tentatively  assume  that  the  order,  south  to  north,  ran  (i)  Muschamp's  houses, 
(ii)  Playsted's  houses,  (iii)  Siddon's  houses. 

It  seems  likely  that  the  same  oatmeal  mill  is  referred  to  in  the  sale**  by 
John  and  Thomas  Austen,  on  ist  April,  1608,  to  Cuthbert  and  Richard 
Burbageff  of  a  house  and  garden,  abutting  on  the  tenement  of  William  King, 

*  In  1608,  Thomas  Hill,  of  Fulham,  purchased  of  Thomas  White  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  6  Jas.  I., 
Mich.)  one  messuage  with  appurtenances,  in  Shoreditch,  and  on  loth  June,  1648,  sold  (Close  Roll, 
3412)  to  Henry  Cocke,  "all  that  capitall  messuage  .  .  .  sometyme  in  the  occupacion  of 
Thomas  White,  Esq.,  .  .  .  neare  to  the  said  parishe  church,"  and  two  messuages  at  the  Church 
End.  The  premises  were  afterwards  sold  to  John  Wiburd  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  3  Wm.  &  Mary), 
and  are  apparently  the  same  as  those  mortgaged  by  Danl.  Gallier  to  David  Ribotier  in  1754  and 
described  as  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  leading  from  Shoreditch  to  Hackney  (Middx.  Reg. 
Mentis.,  1754,  I.,  480). 

t  P.C.C.,  8,  Coode. 

\Archdeaconry  of  London,  register  II.,  p.  300 

§  Close  Roll,  1152. 

||  Close  Roll,  1693. 

^f  The  problem  is  not  quite  so  simple  as  it  looks,  for  there  is  reason  to  think  that  one  of  the  two 
Appleton  houses  sold  to  Grymes  also  came  into  the  possession  of  Siddon,  and  this  may  be  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Playsted  property,  which  in  that  case  represented  only  the  four  southern  Appleton 
houses.  Even  so,  however,  the  net  result  is  much  the  same. 

»*  Close  Roll,  1950. 

ft  Cuthbert,  elder  son  of  James  Burbage,  founder  of  The  Theatre  (see  p.  184),  seems  to  have 
been  a  man  of  business  rather  than  an  actor,  and  no  doubt  took  a  leading,  if  not  the  chief,  part  in 
the  management  of  The  Globe.  He  died  in  September,  1636,  and  was  buried  in  Shoreditch 
Church  (see  p.  99). 

Richard  Burbage,  younger  son  of  James,  was  born  about  1 567,  and  probably  started  to  act  while 
still  a  boy,  for  he  played  two  of  the  principal  parts  in  the  Seven  Deadly  Sins  of  Richard  Tarleton. 
His  great  claims  to  attention  are  his  friendship  with  Shakespeare  and  the  fact  that  he  played  leading 
parts  in  the  first  or  early  performances  of  Shakespeare's  Hamlet,  Lear,  Othello,  Richard  III.,  etc., 
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oatmeal  maker,  south,  the  street  from  London  to  Ware  west,  and  that  from 
Hackney  to  London  east.  The  premises  can  be  traced  for  a  century  and 
a  half,*  but  their  exact  position  cannot  be  ascertained.  The  fact  that  they 
reached  from  one  highway  to  the  other  suggests  that  they  must  have  been 
south  of  the  open  space  marked  "  Thornhill  "  in  Chassereau's  Map.  This 
places  their  northern  limit  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  present  Bernales 
Buildings,  about  220  feet  north  of  the  corner  of  Hackney  Road. 

The  next  property  to  be  dealt  with  is  Copt  Hall.  On  6th  September, 
1502,  John  Austen  soldf  to  Edward  Hales,  a  messuage,  called  Copt  Hall, 
with  gardens,  meadows,  etc.,  and  forty  years  later  Marcelyn  Hales  transferred 
to  Thomas  Armerer  the  close  called  Copt  Hall,  on  the  east  side  of  the  King's 
highway,  and  another  close  of  4^  acres.j  Armerer  died  in  1549-50,  leaving^ 
"  the  close  called  the  Copte  Hall  close,  and  twoo  acres  and  a  half  of  land 
lyeng  in  Huntes  Hill  .  .  .  whereof  one  acre  .  .  .  and  a  half 
I  purchased  of  Thomas  Marrowe,  Esquyer,  and  Alice,  his  wyf,  etc."\\ 
to  his  wife  Anne,  for  life,  with  reversion  to  John  Haryong,  and  on 
iyth  December,  1555,  Anne  and  John  sold^f  the  premises  (Copthall 
close  =  2  acres,  and  close  in  Hunts  Hill  —  2j  acres)  to  John  Mery, 
who  seems  to  have  parted  with  them  (and  other  property)  in 
1560**  to  Simon  Burton.  From  him  they  apparently  passed  to  his  cousin, 
Simon  Waterson.  In  1653  John  and  Isabel  Waterson  sold  to  Thomas 
Webb  three  messuages  and  five  acres  of  land. ft  Webb  died  in  1662, 
leaving  all  his  freehold  property  in  Shoreditch  to  Christ's  Hospital  for  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  three  (afterwards  six)  children  belonging  to 
Shoreditch4t  These  lands  are  identified  by  Dr.  Denne  with  "  Copthall  in 
Church  End,"  and  Chassereau's  Map  (Plate  I.)  shows  them  lying  in  three 
portions§§  between  Kingsland  and  Hackney  Roads. 

The  same  authority  shows  Copt  Hall  yard,  probably  the  site  of  Copt 

Ben  Jonson's  Every  Man  in  His  Humour,  Every  Man  out  of  His  Humour,  Webster's  Duchess  of  Malfi, 
and  many  plays  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher.  He  was  also  a  painter  of  merit,  one  at  least  of  his 
pictures  (a  woman's  head)  being  preserved  at  Dulwich.  He  died  on  I  jth  March,  1618-19,  and  was 
buried  three  days  later  in  Shoreditch  Church. 

"  Sold  by  William  Burbage  to  Jas.  Kirke,  1645  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  21  Chas.  I.,  Hil.);  by 
Sir  John  Kirke  to  Francis  Wakebn,  1677  (Ibid.  29  Chas.  II.,  Easter);  by  Charlotta  Wakelin  to 
John  Brown,  1755  (MM.  Keg.  Memls.,  1755,  HI.,  soiV 

t  Clote  Roll,  363. 

%  Copy  of  deed  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

$  P.C.C.,  8,  Coode. 

||  See  Final  concord  between  Thos.  Armerer  yuer :  and  Thos.  and  Alice  Marrowe  Jeforc  :  of 
8  messuages,  6  gardens,  4$  acres  of  land  in  Shoreditch  Street,  Hunts  Hill,  Nichol  Field  and  Hoxton 
(Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  3  Edward  VI.,  Easter). 

]  Close  Roll,  517. 

'•  Final  concord  concerning  I  messuage,  I  garden,  I  orcliard,  6  acres  of  land,  3  acres  of  meadow 
and  8  acres  of  pasture  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  2  Eliz.,  Easter), 
t  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  1653,  Hil. 

#  Ware's  Account  of  the  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  p.  59. 

%The  northernmost  of  the  three  seems  to  be  a  mistake.  This  plot  does  not  appear  to  belong 
to  Christ's  Hospital. 
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Hall,  as  entering  Kingsland  Road  on  the  site  of  Union  Street,  and  Christ's 
Hospital  property  at  the  present  day  extends  as  far  south  as  the  rear  of  the 
houses  on  the  south  side  of  Union  Street. 

Another  part  of  Simon  Burton's  property  (probably  also  purchased 
from  Mery)  can  be  identified  with  some  exactness.  By  his  will,*  dated 
xyth  May,  1593,  he  left  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  his  two  closes  of  land  and 
meadow,  containing  3^  acres,  between  "  Hargastone  Lane  leadinge  from 
Kingeslande,"  east;  lands  of  Roger  Haryong,  west;  the  highway  leading 
from  Hackney,  south;  and  "  the  towne  of  Hargastone  towardes  the  north." 
The  land  is  marked  B  on  Chassereau's  Map.  The  lands  of  Roger  Haryong 
are  evidently  in  the  main  those  marked  "  Ingram  L."f  In  another  part  of 
this  volume  particulars  are  given  of  the  property  mortgaged  by  Roger  Haryong 
in  1565^:  which  eventually  came  into  the  hands  of  Ingram.  Included 
were  13  acres  of  pasture  "  lying  in  certeine  severalls  in  Hoxton  .  .  . 
whereof  six  acres  ...  do  lie  in  a  feild  there  called  Nicholl  feild;§ 
and  one  close  thereof  conteyning  .  .  .  three  acres  ...  is  called 
Crabtreefeild,  and  one  other  feild  residue  thereof  is  called  the  Foure  Acres, 
all  three  lying  on  the  east  syde  of  the  highway  leadinge  to  Ware."|| 

Coming  south,  the  next  property  in  Chasseraeau  is  marked  "  Pippit  L." 
This  was  included  in  the  five  messuages,  three  orchards  and  six  acres  of 
land  in  Shoreditch  and  Holy  Trinity  Minories  sold  by  John  and  Mary 
Pascall  to  John  Millington  in  1622.^  Thirty  years  later,  the  latter's  son 
and  heir,  John,  sold**  it  to  Thomas  Austen  under  the  description  of  a 
close,  "  heretofore  two  severall  closes  "  containing  5  acres  "  abutting  on 
ye  lands  ...  of  Henry  Stevens  [i.e.,  the  Roger  Haryong  property] 
on  ye  north  and  west  partes,  y«  lands  now  or  sometymes  of  one  John  Stanes 
on  ye  south,  a  parcell  of  land  now  or  sometymes  belonging  to  St.  Thomas 
Hospitall  in  Southwarke  on  ye  east  parte." 

The  premises  sold  by  Anne  Mayowe  to  William  Muschampff  in 
1602  included  "  three  acres  of  land  or  pasture  .  .  .  now  severed  and 
divided,  wherein  brick  is  now  made."  This  was  alienated  in  three  portions. 
First  was  a  plot  (marked  D  on  Chassereau)  containing  one  rood  and  thirty- 
three  perches,  sold^  by  William  Muschamp  to  the  parish  authorities  in 

•  P.C.C.  23,  Dixy. 

f  The  lands  thus  marked  included  3 \  acres  purchased  by  Henry  Marchant  from  Sir  John 
Lee  (owner  of  Burgoyn's  lands)  in  1660  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  12  Chas.  II.,  where  the  land  is 
described  as  3!  acres,  and  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  V.,  411/127). 

t  See  pp.  61-2. 

§  Nicholl  or  Nicholls  Field  (also  called  Spenlow  or  Spenlocks  Field)  evidently  lay 
to  the  north  of  Hunts  Hill,  but  the  exact  boundaries  of  neither  can  be  determined.  Nicholl's  Field 
is  mentioned  as  early  as  1258-9  :  "  tres  acre  jacent  in  campo  qui  vocatur  Nicholes  feld."  Final 
concord  between  Thos.  le  Vineter  and  Robt.  de  Linsted  (Feet  of  Fines,  43  Henry  III.). 

||  Indenture  dated  loth  May,  1616,  between  Uric  Stevens  and  Geoffrey  Marchant  (dose 
Roll,  2277). 

If  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  19  Jas.  I.,  Easter. 

**  Clost  Roll,  3680. 

ft  See  p.  42. 

$$  Ware's  Account  of  the  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  p.  69. 
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1625  for  the  purposes  of  a  burial  ground.*  On  loth  October,  1654,  Edmund 
Muschamp,  great-grandson  of  William,  soldf  to  Thomas  Muschamp  the 
remainder  of  the  close,  said  to  be  i\  acres,  "  lying  neere  a  feild  there  called 
Nicolls  Feild,  betweene  a  lane  there  called  Collyer  Lane,  leading  to  Hackney 
on  the  east  parte  .  .  .  and  the  new  churchyard  on  the  south  parte." 
In  1657  it  was  resold  to  Edmond,  who  disposed  of  it  in  two  portions.  On 
1  6th  August,  1659,  he  soldj  to  William  Bevin  and  Christopher  Raymond  a 
piece  131  feet  north  and  south,  and  120  feet  east  and  west,  with  four  brick 
messuages  lately  built  thereon  by  Bevin.  On  28th  May,  1660,  he  sold§ 
to  Constance  Waddington  a  new-built  messuage,  and  a  parcel  of  meadow  or 
pasture  ground  of  2  acres,  abutting  east  on  Collier  Lane  and  south  on  the 
land  of  Bevin,  and  on  8th  April,  1689,  Thomas  Wraddington,  son  of  Constance, 
and  others  disposed||  of  the  premises  to  Francis  Tyssen,  in  whose  family  they 
continued  for  very  many  years.  The  ground  is  described  as  '  '  heretofore  meadow 
or  pasture  ground,  now  used  for  garden  ground,  being  for  the  most  part  walled 
in  with  a  brick  wall,  containing  two  acres."  Chassereau's  Map  shows  the 
property  as  "  Tyssen,  Esq."  The  whole  of  Muschamp's  three  acres  can 
therefore  be  identified  as  reaching  from  a  point  about  40  feet  north  of  Union 
Street  to  the  rear  of  the  premises  on  the  south  side  of  Harman  Street. 

The  history  of  the  property  lying  immediately  south  of  Copt  Hall 
Close  on  the  Hackney  Road  frontage  is  uncertain.  On  the  one  hand  the 
land  south  of  Copt  Hall  Close  is  stated  in  the  transfer  from  Anne  Armerer  to 
John  Mery  in  1555  to  belong  to  Thomas  and  Alice  Marrowe,  which  certainly 
suggests  that  it  had  been  part  of  the  estate  of  Richard  Haryong,  Alice's  father. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  priory  of  Holywell  owned 
land  in  this  quarter,  and  the  description  of  a  two-acre  close  belonging  to  the 

•  Among  those  buried  in  this  graveyard  is  Thomas  Fairchild,  born  probably  in  1667.     He 

established  himself  about  1690  as  a  nurseryman  and  florist  at  Hoxton,  where  he  carried  on  a  pro- 

sperous trade,  and  was  one  of  the  latest  cultivators  of  a  vineyard  in  England.     He  acquired  a  great 

reputation  for  both  practical  horticulture  and  botanical  research,  and  was  the  first  to  succeed  in 

scientifically  producing  an  artificial  hybrid.     He  was  also  an  ardent  collector,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 

following  notice  :  —  "  Mr.  Fairchild,  the  celebrated  gardiner  at  Hoxton,  who  has  been  many  years 

collecting  foreign  grapes  and  other  rarities  in  his  way,  has  amongst  his  curious  collection  a  bunch 

of  grapes  \  yard  in  length,  and  above  an  ell  in  circumference,  and  the  grape  in  proportion  as 

'  large,  which  far  exceeds  everything   of  the  like  nature  in  England  "  (Parker's  London  AVav, 

28th  August,  1724).     In  accordance  with  his  will  he  was  buried  "  in  some  corner  of  the  furthest 

"  churchyard  belonging  to  the  parish  of  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch,  where  the  poore  people  are  usually 

buried."    The  original  stone  having  decayed,  a  new  one  was  substituted  in  1846  (restored  in 

1891),  with  the  following  inscription  :  — 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fairchild  of  Hoxton  gardener  who  departed 
this  life  the  loth  day  of  October  1729  in  the  63rd  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Fairchild  was  a 
benefactor  to  the  parochial  schools  and  founder  of  the  Vegetable  Lecture  annually  preached 
in  Shoreditch  Church  on  Whit  Tuesday  on  the  subject  of  the  wonderful  works  of  God  in 
the  creation  or  on  the  certainty  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  proved  by  the  certain  changes 
in  the  animal  and  vegetable  parts  of  the  creation." 
}  Close  Roll,  3811. 


I/AV,  4051. 
!!/*/,  4700. 
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priory  as  "  abuttyng  upon  the  lane  theyre  called  Colyer  Lane  on  the  este 
and  on  the  highway  ledying  from  London  unto  Ware  on  the  west  and  upon 
a  close  of  Mastelyn  Hales  on  the  north,"*  answers  to  the  land  required.f 

As  regards  the  Kingsland  Road  frontage  north  of  Copt  Hall,  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  in  the  same  sale  by  Anne  Armerer  Copt  Hall  Close  is 
said  to  be  bounded  on  the  north  partly  by  the  lands  of  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner, 
and  the  close  north  of  Copt  Hall  Close  is  said  to  lie  "  next  to  the  landes  of 
the  saide  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner  towardes  the  west."  Chaloner  had  married 
the  widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Legh,  and  the  lands  in  question  were  probably 
part  of  the  property  belonging  to  Holywell  Priory,  which  had  come  into 
Legh's  hands.  At  the  present  time  the  Christ's  Hospital  estate  only  reaches 
the  main  road  at  its  extreme  south-west,  and  the  priory  property  presumably 
lay  somewhere  north  of  this.  In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  noticed  that 
in  the  early  part  of  the  i8th  century  Henry  Hunt  was  in  possession  of  the 
site  of  Geffrye's  almshouses,J  and  of  three  messuages  and  two  closes  con- 
taining two  acres,  extending  southward  from  the  almshouses  along  the  side 
of  the  high  road.§  Henry  Hunt  had  married  Katherine,  one  of  the  daughters 
and  heiresses  of  William  Wall  (d.  1676).  Among  the  property  mentioned 
in  the  inquisition||  held  after  the  death  of  William  Wall  the  elder,  grandfather 
of  the  younger  William,  are  a  parcel  or  close  of  land  called  Grinings, 
containing  3^  acres,  and  a  close  called  Pingells  containing  one  acre.  Both 
are  said  to  be  held  of  the  King  in  chief  by  knight's  service,  a  circumstance 
which  suggests  that  they  were  originally  monastic  property.  Combining 
this  with  the  fact  that  Hunt's  property  seems  to  occupy  the  site  of  the  lands 
of  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner,  i.e.,  of  Sir  Thomas  Legh,  it  seems  clear  that  it  is 
to  be  identified  with  the  three  acres  in  St.  Nicholas  Field  (i.e.,  Nicholl  Field) 
included  among  Legh's  possessions.^! 

As  will  be  seen  from  Chassereau's  Map  (Plate  i)  building  in  this 
district  was,  in  the  middle  of  the  i8th  century,  confined  to  the  corner  of 
Kingsland  and  Hackney  Roads  and  to  the  frontage  of  the  former  thoroughfare, 
and  the  foregoing  narrative  will  have  made  it  clear  that  but  little  could  have 
existed  north  of  Copt  Hall  Yard  (Union  Street)  before  the  beginning  of 
that  century.  Horwood's  map  of  1799  shows  that  by  the  end  of  the  century 
it  had  extended  along  the  frontage  of  Hackney  Road,  and  that  the  greater 
portion  of  the  interior  of  the  tongue  of  land  lying  between  Kingsland  and 
Hackney  Roads  had  then  been  built  upon. 

(ii)  Hoxtofi,  between  Kingsland  Road  and  Hoxton  Street. 

Among  the  possessions  of  Holywell  Priory  acquired  by  Sir  Thomas 
Legh  was  a  close  called  Star  Close.  On  I4th  July,  1565,  Sir  James  Blount, 

*  Lease  by  prioress  to  Thomas  Armerer  (Exch.  Augment.,  Conventual  Leases,  Middx.  6). 
t  It  will  be  remembered  that  Hales  sold  Copt  Hall  Close  to  Armerer  in  1541-2  (p.  44). 
$  See  p.  128. 

§  Sold  by  Thomas  Hunt  and  Ric.  Longford  (the  mortgagee)  to  Edward  Jones,  I2th  May,  1718 
(Middx.  Reg.  Memh.   1718,  v.,  195-6). 

||  Inq.  P.  M.,  Chancery,  2nd  Series,  604/116. 
H  See  p.  17. 
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Lord  Mountjoy,  and  Dame  Katherine  his  wife,  Legh's  heiress,  mortgaged* 
to  Robert  Browne,  citizen  and  goldsmith  of  London,  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  Legh  property,  comprising,  inter  alia,  three  closes  in  Hoxton,  Shoreditch 
and  Haggerston,  respectively.  This  mortgage  was  never  redeemed.  On 
2oth  June,  1579,  Thomas,  son  of  Robert  Browne,  soldf  the  whole  of  the 
property  to  Thomas  Harris.  In  the  Notes  of  Fines  (Midd.)  for  33  Elizabeth 
(Hilary),  [1581],  is  a  record  of  a  final  concord  between  William  Peake  quer : 
and  Thomas  Harris  def :  concerning  a  messuage,  a  garden,  an  orchard  and 
four  acres  of  pasture  in  Hoxton.  The  details,  however,  are  not  very  clear, 
as  the  entry  is  mutilated,  and  the  Feet  of  Fines  for  that  term  are  missing.  In 
January,  1596-7,  Peake  died,  leaving^  the  whole  of  his  property  in  Middlesex 
to  William  Wall,  his  nephew.  On  25th  June,  1639,  Wall  died,  and  in  the 
inquisition^  taken  of  his  property,  mention  is  made  of  a  close  of  meadow 
called  "  Starre  close,"  containing  about  4  acres,||  adjoining  the  messuage 
and  garden  called  "  the  Starre."  It  is  said  to  be  held  of  the  King  in  chief 
by  knight's  service.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  pasture 
purchased  by  Peake  was  Star  Close. 

A  plan  of  the  close  in  1588  (Plate  2)  shows  that  it  included  the  whole 
of  the  land  south  of  Augustine  Steward's  property,  and  north  of  Old  Street, 
except  a  rectangular  plot  at  the  south-east  corner.  It  was  then  devoid  of 
buildings  except  in  the  north-west.^f 

On  28th  May,  1658,  William  Wall,  grandson  of  the  elder  William,** 
sold  a  portion  of  the  close,  one  rood  in  extent,  for  the  site  of  Walter's  Alms- 
houses,  and  on  I9th  October,  1670,  disposed  offf  the  greater  part  (3^  acres) 
of  the  remainder  to  Allen  Badger.  This  latter  portion  contained  seven 
houses,  and  in  1684  the  number  had  risen  to  fourteen.^  Wall's  successors 
in  1689  sold  to  Thos.  Toller,  ten  messuages  on  the  eastern  frontage  of  the 
close,§§  and  Chassereau's  map  of  1745  (Plate  i)  shows  that  considerable 

•  Clou  Roll,  695. 

t  /#/,  1059. 

$  P.C.C.,  2,  Cobhara. 

§/»?.  P.  M.,  Chancery,  2nd  Series,  604/116. 

||  This  is  an  underestimate;  it  was  nearer  5$  acres. 

fi  The  house,  etc.,  represented  here,  which  is  perhaps  the  messuage  mentioned  in  the  sale  by 
Harris  to  Peake,  must  be  one  of  two  referred  to  in  Wall's  inquisition,  viz.,  either  (i.)  the  "  capital 
messuage  with  a  garden  thereto  adjoining  .  .  .  late  in  the  tenure  of  William  Coates  and  now  of 
Richard  Gibbes  and  widow  Mason,"  held  of  St.  Paul's;  or  (ii.)  the  "  messuage,  with  a  barn  and 
garden  thereto  adjoining,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Alice  Herne,  widow,  and  Matthew  Dale,"  held  of  the 
King  in  chief  by  knight's  service.  As  it  was  obviously  built  on  Star  Close,  the  similarity  of  tenure 
would  render  its  identity  with  (ii.)  practically  certain  were  it  not  for  the  possibility  that  "  Mrs. 
Heron,"  shown  in  the  plan  of  1598  as  occupying  a  house  to  the  north  of  the  Steward  property,  was 
the  "  Alice  Herne  "  referred  to  in  occupation  of  (ii.).  For  the  later  history  of  the  house,  sec  p.  i  u- 

••  Close  Roll,  3984. 

tt/AV.,  4291. 

J$  Final  concord  between  Wm.  Harding  and  Thos.  Beesely,  quer :  and  Daniel  Badger  and 
Sarah,  his  wife,  deforc.  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  36-7,  Chas.  II.,  Hil.). 

$$  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  \  Wm.  and  Mary,  Easter.  The  position  of  the  property  is  not  stated, 
but  later  documents  (e.g.,  sale  by  Hannah  Skden  to  John  Morrison,  3rd  May,  1734,  Middlesex 
Reg.  Mem/i.,  1730,  I.,  313-4)  give  the  information. 
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building  had  taken  place  during  the  preceding  half  century,  though  even 
then  a  large  part  lay  open.*  From  a  deedf  dated  I2th  November,  1770, 
the  estate  is  found  at  that  time  to  comprise  14  messuages  in  Kingsland  Road, 
including  the  Red  Lion  "  lately  the  Crooked  Billett,"  a  parcel  of  ground 
"  being  part  of  a  close  formerly  called  Starr  Close,"  containing  2f  acres, 
and  10  messuages  in  Hoxton  Street. 

The  Star,  from  which  the  close  obtained  its  name,  was  one  of  the 
buildings  shown  on  the  plan  of  1588  (Plate  2).  It  is  referred  to  as  early  as 
1501-2  in  a  plea  by  John  Austen^  as  to  "  iiij  messuagis  wherof  one  is  called 
the  Sterre  in  Shordyche."  On  6th  September,  1502,  Austen  sold§  to 
Edward  Hales  three  houses  :  (i)  a  messuage  called  Toller  house  "  in  which 
I,  the  aforesaid  John  Austen,  used  lately  to  dwell,"  between  the  tenement 
late  of  William  Hungerford  east,  that  late  of  John  Redy  west,  the  land  of 
the  prioress  of  "  Halywell  "  [Star  Close]  north,  and  the  royal  way  south; 
(ii)  a  messuage  called  "  le  Sterre  ";  (iii)  a  messuage  late  called  "  le  Belle," 
next  to  the  Star  on  the  north  side  of  it. 

In  1541-2  Marcelyn  Hales  sold  to  Thos.  Armerer  the  house  called 
The  Star,  the  house  to  the  south  of  it  called  "  the  corner  house,"  and  the 
house  to  the  north  of  it  called  The  Bell.  Armerer  died  in  1549-50,  leaving|| 
to  his  wife,  "  my  mansyon  house  .  .  .  called  the  Starre,"  and  to  his 
sister,  Maud  Howton,  the  house  called  The  Bell  "  lyenge  on  the  north 
syde  of  my  mansyon  house  called  the  Sterre,  with  a  garden  and  an  orchard 
thereto  joynynge,"  and  the  house  called  The  Corner  House  "  lyenge  on  the 
southe  syde  of  the  Sterre  afforesayd  with  the  iij  chambres  over  the  sayd  house 
.  .  .  also  the  stayres  betwyxte  the  foresayd  corner  house  and  the  Sterre 
afforesayd." 

The  corner  house  is  heard  of  again  nearly  a  century  later.  On  2oth 
April,  1646,  Thomas  Hill,  of  Fulham,  demised^}  to  George  Cotterell  "  all 
that  corner  messuage  or  tenement  .  .  .  next  adjoyning  to  the  inn 
called  the  Starr."**  This  suggests  that  the  Star  was  either  still  standing  or 
had  been  rebuilt. 

From  the  relative  positions  of  the  Bell,  the  Star  and  the  Corner  house, 
it  is  probable  that  their  sites  corresponded  roughly  with  those  of  Bull  Yard, 
Red  Lion  Court  and  Spread  Eagle  Court  in  Chassereau's  Map.  The  first- 

*  This  part  had  been  let  on  I4th  March,  1701-2,  to  John  Harding  and  then  contained  inter 
alia  209  pear-trees,  codling  trees  and  cherry  trees  left  by  the  preceding  tenant.  (Chancery  Proceedings, 
C.  V.,  341/24.) 

t  Indenture  between  Thos.  Edwards  (i),  John  Mayhew  (2),  and  Edward  Sawbridge  (3). 
(Middlesex  Reg.  Metnls.,  1770,  VI.,  268.) 

t  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,  247/9.  John  Austen  and  his  brother,  Robert  Austen,  clerk, 
sons  of  William  Austen  and  Agnes,  afterward  wife  of  William  Willebye,  cannot  be  shown  to  be 
related  to  the  Austens  who,  during  the  i6th  and  iyth  centuries,  were  one  of  the  chief  families  in 
Hoxton  (see  p.  60). 

§  Close  Roll,  363. 

||  P.C.C.,  8,  Coode. 

\  He  had  obtained  it  through  his  first  wife,  Joan,  only  child  of  Margaret  Yeomans  (died  1625). 

**  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  VII.,  181/41. 
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named  is  heard  of  in  1653,*  when  Euodias  Inman  and  Jane  his  wife  demised 
to  George  Cotterell  18  messuages  ("  ruinous  and  ready  to  fall  down  ") 
called  Bull  Yard  "  thentofore  known  as  the  Bull  Inn."  In  1681  the  premises 
were  sold  to  William  Cowland,f  and  in  1706  were  again  "  in  a  ruinous 
state."^  In  1720$  tenements  "  formerly  belonging  to  John  Cowland  " 
are  given  as  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Red  Lion  Court  property,  which 
contained  18  messuages  or  tenements. 

The  property  north  of  Star  Close  at  the  beginning  of  the  i6th  century 
consisted  of  a  messuage  with  garden,  pasture,  and  orchard.  The  Register 
of  Augustine  Steward,  preserved  at  the  British  Museum,||  contains  transcripts 
of  deeds  relating  to  this  property  as  far  back  as  1501. f 

On  1 3th  November  in  that  year,  John  Burnet  and  Thomas  Pulton 
released  to  Katherine  Page  "  a  certain  messuage  and  divers  buildings 
with  garden,  orchard,  and  close  containing  three  acres  and  half  a  rood." 
extending  on  the  west  from  the  tenement  of  John  Strete  to  the  close  of  the 
nuns  of  Holywell  called  "  le  Starre  Close,"  for  234  feet  6  inches,  and  on  the 
east  for  284  feet  6  inches.**  On  I2th  May,  1521,  Katherine  sold  the  property 
to  John  Williams.  On  22nd  January,  1532-3,  Williams  disposed  of  it  to 
Nicholas  Serle,  from  whom  it  passed  to  Lawrence  Serle,  ft  who  died  in  1569, 
leaving  his  daughter,  Lucy  Campion,  his  sole  heir.^  The  property  is 
described  as  a  messuage,  toft,  barn,  garden  and  orchard  which  "  of  old  were 
three  roods  of  land  and  known  by  the  name  of  three  roods  of  land,"  held  of 
the  prebendary  of  Hoxton,  and  three  acres,  containing  by  estimation  two 
acres,  formerly  belonging  to  Katherine  Page,  and  held  of  the  Queen  as  of 
the  manor  or  priory  of  Holywell.§§  On  2Oth  October,  1576,  Lucy  Campion 
leased  the  premises  to  John  Curwyn,  citizen  and  musician  of  London,  for 
21  years,  and  on  2oth  February  following  sold  them  to  Augustine  Steward,|||| 
whom  she  married  a  few  months  later.  Among  the  records  of  this  property 

•  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  II.,  34/11. 

t  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  33  Chas.  II.,  Trinity. 

j  Chancery  Proceedings,  C  VII.,  637/13. 

$  Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1720,  VI.,  220. 

||  Egerton  MS.,  2599. 

U  Its  history  before  1501,  except  for  Katherine  Page's  allusion  to  the  warranty  of  Thomas 
"  Halwaye,"  has  not  been  traced,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  "  mese,  a  garden,  iij  rodes 
and  iij  acres  of  londe  "  in  Hoxton  left  by  Richard  Hert  some  time  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  ijth 
century  (see  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,  54/20)  was  the  same. 

*•  According  to  Steward,  only  230  feet  9  inches  and  281  feet  3  inches  respectively. 

ft  On  loth  March,  1 537-8,  Dame  "  Sibell  Newdegatt,"  prioress  of  Holywell,  leased  to  Laurence 
Serle  "  one  of  the  ycmen  usshers  of  the  chamber  of  the  Kyng,"  a  strip,  12  feet  wide,  along  the  north 
boundary  of  Star  Close,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  a  pale  between  the  latter  close  and  Laurence's 
close,  called  Page's  Close  (Augmentation  Office,  Conventual  Leases,  MidJ.  28.). 

\\  Inf.  P.  Mortem,  Series  II.,  Chancery,  152/90. 

*/«/,  158/4. 

III!  Augustine  Steward,  son  of  Simon  of  Lakcnheath,  born  27th  August,  1542.  Lucy  survived 
her  second  marriage  a  very  short  while,  and  Steward  married  again  in  1 580,  his  second  wife  being 
Anne,  daughter  of  Thos.  Argoll,  and  widow  of  Clement  Sisley  (Flyleaf  of  Register). 
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contained  in  the  Steward  Register  is  a  particularly  interesting  one  of  a  survey 
made  in  1588  (Plate  2).* 

Steward  died  on  5th  May,  1597,  leaving  a  son,  Augustine,  aged  12, 
who,  in  1628,  sold  the  property  to  William  Wall.f  On  the  latter's  death 
(25th  June,  1639)  he  was  found  in  seisin  of  a  messuage,  with  a  toft,  garden 
and  orchard,  as  well  as  of  "  all  those  closes  or  parcels  of  land  containing  two 
acres,"  all  said  to  have  been  lately  purchased  of  Augustine  Steward4  His 
son  Joseph  died  on  ist  August,  1643$,  ar>d  the  property  passed  to  William 
Wall  the  younger,  who  on  23rd  April,  1658,  disposed  of  it  to  William  Moy. 
It  was  said  to  comprise  a  close  or  piece  of  ground,  a  stable  standing  at  the 
west  end  of  the  close  and  adjoining  the  messuage,  a  barn  erected  on  the  other 
part  of  the  close  adjoining  south  on  the  garden  wall,  and  a  small  tenement  and 
garden  near  Ratcliff  Row.  On  2nd  June,  1659,  Moy  sold  the  property, 
with  200,000  burnt  bricks  and  160,000  unburnt  bricks  then  on  the  premises, 
to  Richard  Slater,||  who,  a  few  weeks  later,  transferred  it  to  Charles  Farewell.^f 
In  1667-8  the  premises  were  purchased**  on  behalf  of  Henry  Regnier 
(or  Reginer)  "  an  alien  born."  After  the  latter's  death,  the  premises  were 
forfeited  to  the  Crown,  ff  but  the  King  restored  them  to  the  widow  Eliza- 
beth.^ By  will,  dated  3Oth  September,  i682,§§  she  left  all  her  property  in 
Hoxton  to  her  daughter  Susanna  and  the  latter's  husband,  Captain  Wm. 
Abrooke. 

On  3ist  October,  1700,  William  Berman,  of  Hoxton  Square,  "  minister 
of  the  Gospell,"  made  his  will||||  in  which  he  directed  his  executors  to  purchase 
some  estate  or  estates  in  houses  or  lands,  and  to  utilise  the  proceeds  according 
to  directions  given  to  them.  Such  was  the  origin  of  the  William  Berman's 
Trust.^j^f  The  will  was  proved  on  nth  October,  1703,  and  on  2ist  July, 
1704,  the  executors  purchased  from  Margaret  Smith  and  Samuel  Bagwell  the 

*  The  explanation  reads  :  "  This  mapp  of  my  house  in  Hoxton  made  by  Mr.  Troswell  the 
30th  of  March,  1  588,  sheweth  yt  the  lengh  of  the  close  on  eche  side  from  diche  to  diche,  countinge 
in  garden,  barne,  and  house,  is  27  pole.  And  the  est  end  is  1  3  pole  demi  &  2  foot  and  the  west 
end  is  13  pole  demi  &  8  foot.  Summa,  2  acres,  i  rode  13  pole.  The  orchard  is  in  lenghe  27  pole 
and  6  foote,  and  in  bredth  at  ye  west  end  3  pole,  and  at  thest  end  3  pole  7  foote,  and  in  the  midest 
4  pole  5  foote,  demi.  Summa  2  rodes  26  pole.  The  whole  lenghe  of  ye  orchard  and  close  on  the 
est  side  is  281  fote  3  inches.  On  ye  west  part  from  Mr.  Hearns  house  toward  ye  Starr  Close  is 
230  fote  9  inches." 

f  feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  4  Chas.  I.,  Mich. 

\Inq.  P.  M.,  Chancery,  2nd  Series,  604/116. 

§  Inj.,  P.M.,  Chancery,  2nd  Series,  623/46. 

||  Close  Roll,  4035. 


**  Final  concord  between  William  Abrooke  and  Henry  Waad  quer  :  and  Chas.  Farewell 
aeforc.  :  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  19-20,  Chas.  II.,  Hil). 

•ft  Close  Roll,  4318. 

jj  Patent  Roll,  23  Chas.  II.,  3132. 

§§  P.C.C.,  9  Cann  (proved  i$th  January,  1684-5). 

|!||  P.C.C.,  163,  Degg. 

Tffl  For  the  benefit  of  poor  ministers  and  other  charitable  purposes.  Present  scheme  approved 
by  Charity  Commissioners,  2nd  May,  1871. 
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Regnier  premises.*  The  eastern  portion  of  the  property  still  belongs 
to  the  Berman  Trust,  and  extends  from  Windsor  Place  to  No.  55,  Kingsland 
Road. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  map  of  1588  (Plate  2)  it  is  possible  to  deter- 
mine with  some  exactness  the  boundaries  of  the  property.  The  measurement 
of  281  feet  along  the  east  frontage  precisely  corresponds  with  that  of  the 
present  property  of  the  Berman  Trust.  The  western  frontage  is  a  little 
more  complicated.  According  to  the  map,  the  orchard  (49^  feet  wide)  did 
not  extend  to  the  road,  and  this  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  western  half  of  the  Berman  Trust  estate,  when  purchased 
by  the  London  County  Council,  at  a  point  about  73  feet  from  Hoxton  Street, 
turned  southward  for  a  distance  of  49^  feet,  entering  Hoxton  Street  at  a 
point  50  feet  north  of  the  Jews'  Burial  Ground.  The  231  feet  frontage  to 
Hoxton  Street,  therefore,  just  included  the  site  of  the  present  school- 
keeper's  house. 

The  greater  part  of  the  frontage  was  taken  up  with  the  garden,  which 
had  the  house  on  its  north  and  the  barn  on  the  south.  On  25th  March,  1707, 
the  Berman  Trust  leased  the  garden  (120  feet  by  84  feet)  for  use  as  a  Jews' 
Burial  Ground.  With  this  exception  the  whole  of  the  western  part  of  the 
premises  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  London  County  Council,  and  is 
used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Hoxton  Central  and  Hoxton  House  Elementary 
and  Special  schools. 

Horwood's  map  of  1799  shows  the  eastern  frontage  of  the  estate 
occupied  by  buildings.  The  south-eastern  angle  contained  The  Castle 
public-house,  "  formerly  called  The  Basing  House,"f  from  which  apparently 
Basing  Place  and  Basing  Square,  as  yet  not  formed,  afterwards  derived 
their  names.  The  almshouses  belonging  to  Berman's  Trust  at  present 
in  Basing  Square  were  formerly  situated  nearer  Hoxton  Street4  At  some 
time  after  1784  the  whole  of  the  western  half  of  the  estate  (except  the 
burial  ground)  was  united  to  properties  on  the  south  and  north  belonging 
to  Sir  Jonathan  Miles,  and  used  with  them  to  form  the  Hoxton  House 
Lunatic  Asylum. § 

•  Recital  in  deed  of  ist  September,  1777,  between  William  Field  and  Edwd.  Ellkott  and 
John  Bradney  (Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1778,  VI.,  551). 

t  See  indenture  of  lease,  dated  251)1  July,  1781,  between  Wm.  Field,  Edw.  Elliott  and  John 
Bradney  and  Isaac  Piggott  (Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1782,  II.,  417). 

$  At  the  western  end  of  the  site  of  the  orchard,  where  the  boundary  turned  south. 

$  Jonathan  Miles  purchased  the  southern  property  in  1756  (see  p.  135)  and  the  northern  in  the 
following  year  (see  p.  54),  though,  if  reliance  can  be  placed  in  the  statement  made  by  Sir  Jonathan 
in  1815,  that  his  family  had  been  there  "  above  a  hundred  years,"  it  must  have  been  in  occupation 
much  earlier.  This  is  exceedingly  doubtful.  On  the  death  of  the  elder  Jonathan  in  1772  he  left  his 
"  two  houses  inhabited  by  me  scituate  in  Hoiton  town  "  to  his  son  Jonathan,  subject  to  an  interest  of 
the  latter's  mother,  Margaret  Preston.  He  refers  to  the  "  business  "  carried  on  in  the  two  houses 
as  "  taking  care  of  the  persons  and  maintenance  of  boarders  "  (P.C.C.,  24  Stevens).  Under  his  son, 
afterwards  Sir  Jonathan,  the  "  business  "  grew,  and  in  1815  there  were  484  patients  in  the  establish- 
ment, the  conduct  of  which  was  in  many  respects  adversely  criticised  before  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  Madhouses. 
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The  plan  of  1588  (Plate  2)  shows  that  the  frontage  to  Hoxton  Street 
for  some  little  distance  north  of  the  Steward  property  was  occupied  by  a 
house  (or  houses)  of  Mrs.  Heron,  and  that  the  main  portion  of  the  property 
to  the  north  was  in  the  hands  of  a  "  Mr.  Whitt."  The  site  of  the  house 
(or  houses)  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  i8th  century  occupied  by  (i)*  the 
site  of  "  an  old  house  "  of  24^  ft.  frontage  and  70^  ft.  depth,  abutting  "  on 
an  alley  leading  to  the  almeshousesf  south  "  and  on  three  tenements  of  Mr. 
Hunt  north,  and  (ii)  the  three  houses:):  of  Hunt,  bounded  north  and  east 
by  "  Lamas's  houses  and  lands." 

The  property  of  Mr.  "  Whitt  "  is  met  with  in  an  indenture^  of  2oth 
April,  1614,  by  which  Richard  and  George  Gippes  released  to  Nathaniel 
Carmarden  a  messuage  with  garden  and  orchard  "  sometymes  in  the  tenure 
of  one  William  White,  and  now  of  the  said  Nathaniell  Carmarden,"  abutting 
on  Hoxton  Street  west,  the  King's  highway  east,  and  "  uppon  the  house, 
garden  and  barne  late  of  Samuel  Marrowe,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Magdalen 
Clifford,  widdowe,  on  the  north,"  as  well  as  twelve  houses  newly  built  by 
Carmarden  on  part  of  the  garden  and  orchard.  Shortly  after  this  the 
property  was  divided,  the  eastern  half,  containing  the  12  houses,  passing 
into  the  hands  of  Waldegrave  Sidey,||  who,  on  his  death  in  1656,  left^f  to  his 
wife  Sarah  a  life  interest  in  "  all  those  my  freehold  messuages  or  tenements 
called  Ratcliffe  rents  or  Ratcliffe  Rowe."**  In  1663  the  houses  were  purchased 
by  Robert  Swan. ft  The  latter  (or  his  son)  disposed  of  them  in  1697^  to 
Sarles  Goatley.  A  description  of  the  property  occurs  in  1741,  when  Goatley 
mortgaged§§  it  under  the  title  of  "  all  those  messuages  .  .  .  standing  all 
in  a  rowe  called  'Ratcliffe  Rents  or  Ratcliffe  Row,  the  ends  of  which  row  of 
houses  stand  north  and  south,  and  are  now  accounted  to  be  in  number  17 
small  tenements  .  .  .  and  do  abutt  upon  the  lane  then  or  late  called 
Hoxton  Street  on  the  west  part||||  and  on  the  King's  highway  ...  on  the 
east  part;  also  the  orchard  or  garden  on  the  backside,  extending  from  the 

*  Indenture  dated  2nd  March,  1715-16,  between  Nath.  Benbridge  and  John  Jurin  and  Benj. 
Cooper  (Midd.  Reg.  Mentis.,  1718,  VI.,  11-12). 

~f  The  original  Berman's  Almshouses. 

^  Indenture,  dated  I5th  April,  1717,  bet.  Thos.  Hunt  WThos.  Barton  and  Thos.  Chapman 
(Ibid.,  1717,  III.,  37-38). 

§  Close  Roll,  2224. 

||  Final  concord  between  Waldegrave  Sidey  quer  :  and  George  and  Richd.  Gibbs  deforc :  of  12 
messuages,  12  gardens  and  one  orchard  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  1652,  Trin.). 

\P.C.C.,  318,  Berkeley. 

**  "  Rotten  Row  "  in  Chassereau's  Map  (Plate  i). 

ft  Final  concord  between  Robt.  Swan  quer. :  and  Sarah  Sidey,  Waldegrave  Sidey,  Henry 
Smith  and  Francis  Thurfield,  deforc.  :  of  18  messuages,  6  gardens  and  i  orchard  (Feet  of  Fines, 
Midd.,  15  Chas.  II.,  Easter). 

#  Ibid.,  9  Will.  III.,  Mich. 

§§  Indenture  dated  loth  January,  1740-1,  between  Sarles  Goatley  and  Ann  French  (Middx. 
Reg.  Memls.,  1740,  I.,  62). 

Ilil  The  measurements  show  that  Ratcliff  Row  certainly  did  not  extend  to  Hoxton  Street.  This 
part  of  the  description  is  obviously  borrowed  from  older  documents  dating  from  a  period  before 
the  division  of  the  property. 
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said  messuages  westward  to  the  garden  and  backside  of  two  messuages  in 
the  occupation  of  ,  which  orchard  contains  in  length 

83  yards  and  89  yards,  and  in  breadth  from  side  to  side  on  the  east  end  40 
yards  and  ...  on  the  west  end  30  yards."  Ratcliff  Row  must  have 
extended  as  far  north  as  the  site  of  Redvers  Street. 

The  eastern  portion  of  the  estate  was  disposed  of  by  Richard  Gippes 
in  1618.     On  I5th  October  of  that  year  he  sold*  to  Matthew  Nelson  "  all 
that  messuage  or  tenement  conteyning     .     .     .     fower  roomes  upon  the 
ground  and  one  olde  porch,  and  fower  chambers  and  a  garrett  and  three 
studdyes  or  closettes  in  the  said  roomes."     At  the  west  end  was  a  yard  18  feet 
by  9  feet,  and  on  the  east  side  a  garden  156  feet  long  by  65  feet  wide,  con- 
taining a  garden-house  in  the  south-west  corner.     Free  use  was  granted  of 
the  pump  lately  erected  by  Carmarden  "  in  the  yarde  towardes  the  streete 
before    the   said    messuage,"  and    free    passage  "  in,  by  and    through    the 
great  gate  there."     The  premises  are  said  to  have  been  previously  in  the 
occupation  of  Hugh  Saver  and  then  of  George  Argent.     The  latter  evidently 
purchased  the  house,  for  in  his  willf  dated  i6th  August,  1653,  he  left  to 
his  daughter,   Elizabeth  Porter  [Potter]  "  all  that  messuage  or  tenement, 
garden,  yards,  stable,  outhouses  and  the  hangings  in  the  bigger  and  lesser 
chambers     .     .     .     scituate  in  Oxton  where  I  now  dwell,"  with  reversion 
to  his  son   George.     To  his  daughter,    Mary  Hodges,   he  left  "  all  that 
messuage  or  tenement  with  appurtenances  wherein  Master  Morrel,  gould- 
smith,  dwelleth,  scituate     ...     in  Oxton  att  the  entrance  into  the  gate 
leading  into  my  now  dwelling  house,"  also  with  reversion  to  his  son  George. 
In  1656  the  latter  assigned  his  interest:}:  to  Henry  Potter,  husband  of  Elizabeth, 
and  in   1665   Susan  Potter  and  others  disposed  of  the  premises,  then  in 
occupation   of  John   Lathum    and    Thomas  Rawlins,   to  Daniel  Lathum. § 
On  23rd  May,  1693,  Daniel  Lathum  sold||  the  property  to  Jeremiah  Lammas. 
The  premises  are  said  to  have  been  formerly  in  the  occupation  of  George 
Argent  and  William  Darling,   "  and  sithence  of  John  Lathum  the  elder, 
Thomas  Rawlins  and  Henry  Hoyle."     Lammas  pulled  down  the  house  and 
built  three  houses  on  the  site,  which  were  afterwards  combined  by  Peter 
Lammas  into  one  house.     On  3Oth  July,  1757,  the  premises  were  purchased,^ 
under  the  description  of  "  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  in  Hoxton,  with 
garden,   courtyard,   school-house,    summer-house   and   all   other   outhouses 
thereunto  belonging  "  by  Jonathan  Miles. 

On  the  same  day  that  he  sold  Argent's  house  to  Nelson,  Richard 
Gippes  sold**  to  John  Gifford  the  remaining  part  of  the  "  Whitt  "  estate. 
This  was  a  messuage  of  twelve  rooms,  lately  built  by  Nathaniel  Carmarden, 

*  Clou  Roll,  2384. 

t  P.C.C.,  472,  Alchin. 

$  Marcham'»  Catalogue  of  Deeds,  No.  1879. 

S  Ibid.,  Nos.  1883-4  and  Feet  of  Fines,  MM.,  17  Chas.  II.,  Trin. 

||  Common  Pleas,  Recovery  Roll,  No.  440  (7). 

If  Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1757,  III.,  263. 

••  Close  Roll,  2384. 
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to  the  north  of  Argent's  property,  and  the  premises  included  an  orchard  or 
garden  plot,  120  feet  east  to  west,  and  varying  from  51  to  60  feet  north  to 
south.  The  messuage  apparently  did  not  front  on  Hoxton  Street,  but 
lay  a  little  to  the  rear,  facing  the  "  waye  that  leadeth  out  of  Hoxton  Streete 
unto  the  said  demised  mesuage  and  the  mesuage  of  George  Argent." 

The  property  can  be  traced  until  1637*  when  the  occupiers  are  said 
to  have  been  William  Day,  Mary  Day,  widow,  "  and  now  .  .  .  John 
Giffbrd,  D.D."  It  reappears  from  1733  to  1760. f  In  1782}:  its  place  is 
taken  by  three  new-built  messuages,  described  in  i8ii§  as  Nos.  31,  32  and  33, 
on  the  east  side  of  Hoxton  Town.  These  numbers  correspond  with  Nos. 
58,  60  and  62  at  the  present  time. 

North  of  the  Hoxton  Street  frontage  of  the  "  Whitt  "  property,  and 
occupying  the  site  of  the  modern  McGrath  Place,  was  a  house  traditionally 
connected  with  the  Lords  St.  John.  An  illustration  of  it  as  it  appeared  in 
1823  is  given  by  Wilkinson,||  who  stated  that  "  it  is  supposed  to  have  been 
erected  early  in  the  reign  of  King  James  the  First,  by  Oliver,  third  Lord 
St.  John  of  Bletsoe  .  .  .  and  until  within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years 
there  was  a  vane  upon  the  top  of  the  building,  the  fan  of  which  was  perforated 
with  StoJ  1610,  which  was  remembered  to  have  remained  many  years  in  the 
recollection  of  a  very  respectable  inhabitant  lately  living  in  the  neighbourhood." 
He  goes  on  to  remark  that  the  letters  and  date  on  the  vane  "  evidently  point 
out  this  house  to  have  been  the  residence  of  Oliver  St.  John,  the  third  Baron 
of  Bletsoe,  who  died  here  in  the  year  1618." 

The  first  precise  information  concerning  this  house  appears  in  1733,!} 
when  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Joseph  Bayly,  and  was  described  as  "  that 
capital  messuage  heretofore  known  by  the  name  of  the  White  Hart  .  .  . 
formerly  in  the  occupation  of  Thos.  Langley."  In  1760,  when  sold  to  Geo. 
Scott,**  it  was  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Baddeley.  In  1782  it  was  (no  longer 
described  as  the  White  Hart)  leasedft  by  Scott  to  Joseph  Barnes,  who  in 
1788^  assigned  the  lease  to  John  Smith,  who  in  i8ii§§  sub-leased  to  Jonathan 
Tipple,  the  premises,  described  as  "  the  messuage  and  garden  adjacent  to 
the  sign  of  the  White  Hart  in  Hoxton  Town  called  the  Great  WThite  House 

*  Indenture,  dated  22nd  November,  1637,  between  Thos.  Gifford  and  John  Gifford  (Close 
Roll,  3136). 

t  MM.  Reg.  Memls.,  1733,  III.,  365;  1737,  IV.,  365-7;  1759,  IV->  2O5:  and  J76o»  H.,  45°- 
In  1733  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Joseph  Bayly,  son  and  heir  of  Thos.  Bayly,  and  was  apparently 
one  of  two  houses  purchased  by  the  latter  from  William  Pemble  in  1704  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd., 
3  Anne,  Mich.).  In  1760  it  was  sold  to  Geo.  Scott. 

\  Indenture,  dated  26th  August,  1782,  between  Geo.  Scott  and  Joseph  Barnes  (MMx.  Reg. 
Mentis.,  1782,  III.,  410). 

§  Indenture,  dated  i8th  April,  1811,  between  John  Smith  (to  whom  Barnes  had  sold  on  nth 
June,  1788)  and  Jonathan  Tipple  (Ibid.,  1811,  IV.,  533). 

||  Londina  Illustrata,  II.,  facing  p.  97. 

^  MMx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1733,  III.,  365. 

**  Ibid.,  1760,  II.,  450. 

^Ibid.,  1782,  III.,  410. 

ft /&,/.,  1788,  IV.,  463. 

§§  Ibid.,  IV.,  533. 
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.  .  .  distinguished  by  the  Number  34."  Baddeley,  Barnes,  Smith 
and  Tipple  are  the  names  of  four  of  the  six  occupiers  mentioned  by  Wilkinson, 
so  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the  premises.  The  house 
was  probably  one  of  the  two  purchased  by  Thomas  Bayly  from  William 
Pemble  in  1704,  but  its  earlier  history  has  not  been  discovered. 

It  seems  to  correspond  with  the  house  "  late  of  Samuel  Marrowe,  late 
in  the  tenure  of  Magdalen  Clifford  "  mentioned  in  1614  as  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  "  Whitt  "  estate.  The  occupants  during  1666-83  seem  to 
have  been  Gerard  Wayman,  Richard  Powell  and  Arthur  Barnardiston.* 
The  story  of  the  vane  certainly  seems  very  precise  evidence,  but  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  it  rested  on  something  a  little  more  reliable  than  the 
"  recollection  of  a  very  respectable  inhabitant."  At  any  rate,  so  far  as  the 
suggestion  that  Lord  St.  John  died  there  in  1618  is  concerned,  it  is  sufficient 
to  point  out  that  his  death  occurred  at  Abbot's  Ripton,  in  Huntingdonshire.! 

On  gth  May,  1616,  Robert  Heigham  and  Thos.  Polhill  sold^  to  Thos. 
Hill  "  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  and  all  edifices  .  .  .  orchards, 
gardens,  yards,  etc.,  in  Hoxton  alias  Hogsdon  .  .  .  late  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  James  Garnons  .  .  .  adjoining  to  a  certeine  orchard,  garden, 
or  garden  ground,  now  or  late  of  one  Thos.  Drayner  .  .  .  late  in  the 
occupation  of  one  Nicholas  Sutton  on  the  south  parte,  a  certeine  peece  of 
pasture  ground  now  or  late  in  occupation  of  John  Blumson  on  the  north 
and  west  partes  thereof,  the  King's  highway  .  .  .  towardes  Ware  on 
the  east."  The  area  of  the  premises  was  two  acres. 

These  premises  had  previously  belonged  to  Thos.  Harbert,  who  died 
on  1 2th  November,  1608.  Hill's  widow,  Judith,  on  8th  July,  1652,  sold 
the  "  great  messuage "  with  all  appurtenances  to  John  Horner.§  The 
property  afterwards  came  into  the  hands  of  James  and  Augustine  Poulter,|| 
who  in  1687  sold  it  to  Samuel  Norris.^f  Four  years  later  Norris  disposed  of 
the  property,  described  as  nine  cottages  and  two  acres  of  land,  to  William 

•  The  last-mentioned  name  is  deduced  from  the  Holborn  and  Finsbury  Sewer  Commission 
Presentments,  1683-4,  compared  with  description  in  1693  of  the  property  on  the  north  (p.  57). 
The  Hearth  Tai  Roll  for  1666  shows  a  house  of  15  hearths,  occupied  by  Gerard  Wayman  in  the 
lame  position,  and  a  later  Roll  gives  the  occupier  as  Richard  Powell  Arthur  Barnardiston  of 
Hozton,  "  a  merchant  trading  to  Turkey  and  other  places  beyond  the  seas,"  seems  to  have  been 
a  very  substantial  person  (Chancery  Proceedings,  Hamilton,  VII.  30/102).  His  will  is  dated 
zoth  December,  1691  (P.C.C.,  2,  Fane). 

t/»f.  P.  M.,  ^nd  Series,  Chancery,  376/126. 

\Close  Roll,  2315. 

§  Close  Roll,  3680. 

II  After  the  death  of  John  Horner  and  his  wife,  the  property  came  to  their  sons  John  and 
Francis  (Chancery  Proceedings,  Hamilton,  C.  VII.,  347/42).  After  the  death  of  the  latter,  Thos. 
Hawley  obtained  the  premises  by  bequest,  and  died,  leaving  them  to  John  Hawley,  his  cousin, 
who  in  1667  sold  them  to  Thos.  Smither  and  Thos.  Leigh  in  trust  for  Elizabeth  Hawley,  who 
married  Daniel  Fawcett  (Ibid.,  C.  VII.  128/2).  On  I2th  September,  1669,  the  premises  were 
settled  on  Elizabeth  and  Daniel  with  reversion  to  James  and  Augustine  Poulter,  sons  of  Elizabeth, 
by  a  previous  marriage  (Ibid.,  C.  VII.,  580/133). 

\  At  one  messuage  and  2  acres  of  land  with  appurtenances  in  Hoiton,  alias  Hodgston.  (Feet 
of  Fines,  Midd.,  3  Jas.  II.,  Trinity.) 
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Woolley.*  On  I2th  December,  1693,  the  latter  sold  to  Osmond  Smith  the 
westernmost  portion  of  the  property  in  three  parcels,  of  which  the  frontage 
to  Hoxton  Street  was  78  feet  and  the  depth  87  feet.  It  is  described  as  abutting 
west  on  Hoxton  Street,  north  upon  the  messuage  and  ground  now  or  late 
in  the  occupation  of  Dr.  Thirold,  south  on  the  messuage  and  ground  late 
in  the  occupation  of  Arthur  Barnardiston.  A  document  of  16971  contains 
the  information  that  the  ground  contained  a  "  great  messuage,"  then  divided 
into  tenements  and  seven  other  messuages  which  had  recently  been  built. 
The  present  Nos.  70  (The  White  Hart)  to  76,  Hoxton  Street,  occupy  the  site. 
The  two  acres  of  land  were  not  included  in  the  sale  of  1693,  but 
later  were  in  possession  of  Samuel  Burgin  (see  Chassereau's  Map,  Plate  i). 
According  to  his  will,^  dated  i8th  September,  1741,  he  left  "  all  that  piece 
of  ground  in  Hoxton  .  .  .  containing  about  i^  acres,  with  the  buildings 
thereon  erected  "  to  his  widow  for  life,  with  reversion  to  the  children  of  his 
cousin,  Grace  Bay.  On  25th  September,  1755,  John  Bay  (Grace's  husband) 
leased§  to  Bryan  Davis  the  property,  described  as  "  all  that  parcel  of  ground 
in  Hoxton  .  .  .  containing  an  acre  and  a  half,  enclosed  with  brick  walls," 
abutting  on  Kingsland  Road,  32  feet  10  inches,  "  which  said  ground  now  lyes 
for  an  orchard  in  which  is  now  standing  many  fruit  trees."  The  narrow 
frontage  on  Kingsland  Road  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  a  piece  of  ground 
100  feet  long,  extending  southward  65  feet  from  the  rear  of  the  houses  in 
Retford  Street,  had  apparently  become  alienated  from  this  property.||  A 
distance  southward  of  32  ft.  10  ins.,  just  reaches  to  the  southern  corner  of 
Redvers  Street.^  On  i8th  April,  1786,  the  property  was  purchased  by 
Morgan  Thomas,**  whose  son,  Rees  Goring  Thomas,  on  26th  May,  1802, 
soldft  it  to  Asher,  Abraham  and  Benjamin  Goldsmid  under  the  description 
of  "  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  .  .  .  known  as  No.  12  in  Kingsland 
Road  .  .  .  with  the  parcel  of  land  adjoining  and  extending  as  far  as 
Hoxton  alias  Hogsdon  Town  .  .  .  and  the  scite  of  those  premises 
contains  in  length  from  east  to  west  in  the  longest  part  525  feet  and  in  width 
from  north  to  south  at  the  widest  part  153  feet  and  contains  .  .  .  I  acre 
i  rood  34  perches. "$$  It  was  not  until  1817  that  Wellington  Street  (now 

*  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  3  Wm.  and  Mary,  Mich. 

t  Chancery  Proceedings  C.  V.,  186/158. 

$  P.C.C.,  187-8,  Seymour. 

§  Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1756,  II.,  117. 

||  See  indenture  of  mortgage,  dated  3ist  October,  1733,  between  Joseph  Bayly  and  Joseph 
Sparrow,  concerning  a  messuage  of  these  dimensions  abutting  E.  on  the  road  to  Kingsland,  N.  on 
the  messuage  and  garden  of  Wm.  Prowton  (see  p.  58),  W.  on  a  vacant  piece  of  ground  belonging 
to  William  Burgin  (Midd.  Reg.  Memls.,  1733,  III.,  365). 

^[  At  this  point  the  property  was  probably  met  by  the  northward  extension  of  Ratcliffe  Row. 

*'*  Middx.  Regy.  Memls.,  1786,  I.,  268. 

tt-toV.,  1802,  III.,  571. 

^  153  feet  is  the  distance  between  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  houses  on  the  south  side  of 
Retford  Street  and  the  south  side  of  Redvers  Street  respectively,  and  it  may  be  regarded  as  certain 
that  the  property  did  not  extend  further  south.  As  the  orchard  in  the  rear  of  Ratcliff  Row  (see  p.  54.) 
did  not  reach  as  far  north  as  this  there  is  apparently  a  plot  not  accounted  for.  It  may  be  that  this 
was  the  orchard  of  Thos.  Drayner,  referred  to  as  the  southern  boundary  of  the  estate  in  1616. 
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Redvers  Street)  was  formed*  and  within  the  next  ten  years  the  greater  part 
of  the  estate  seems  to  have  been  built  over. 

In  the  inquisitionf  held  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Drayner^  it  was 
stated  that  he  was  seised  of  and  in,  inter  alia,  a  capital  messuage  in  Hoxton, 
wherein  he  dwelt  during  his  life.  This  and  other  property  had  been  settled 
jointly  on  himself  and  his  wife  Margaret,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter§ 
came  into  the  hands  of  his  nephew  Thomas  Halton.  On  29th  November, 
1692,  Thomas  and  Phillips  Halton  sold||  to  William  Wakelin  the  messuage 
or  tenement  in  Hoxton  "  wherein  the  said  Thomas  Halton  did  formerly 
live,  and  wherein  Samuel  Thorold,  apothecary,  now  doth  or  lately  did  inhabitt 
and  dwell."  The  property  passed  to  Wakelin's  daughter  Mary,  wife  of 
Christopher  Parker,  and  on  29th  December,  1736,  the  Parkers  sold^f  to 
Richard  Price,  of  Charles  Square,  "  all  that  messuage  or  house,  etc.,  formerly 
in  the  occupation  of  Samuel  Thorold,  afterwards  of  Doctor  William  Prouton, 
and  now  of  Margaret  Owen,  situate  in  Hogsdon."  On  26th  April,  1749, 
Price  assigned**  to  William  Dolman  the  messuage  or  house  "  or  such  part 
thereof  as  was  still  standing  and  the  materials  for  building,"  as  well  as  two 
acres  lying  behind  the  same. 

It  is  obvious  that  steps  were  being  taken  to  rebuild  the  house,  and 
when  on  7th  December,  1750,  Price  soldft  the  property  to  Dolman  it  is 
described  as  "  all  that  newbuilt  messuage,  tenement  or  house  and  about 
two  acres  of  land,  lying  behind  the  same  .  .  .  with  all  timber  boards 
and  other  materials  for  building  now  being  in  and  upon  the  said  premises 
.  .  .  formerly  in  the  occupation  of  Samuel  Thorold,  etc." 

The  new-built  house  was  apparently  the  "  Red  .Lyon  and  Rising 
Sun  alehouse "  (now  the  Red  Lion,  No.  82)  mentioned  in  a  lease  of 
i fth  November,  1764.^  The  property  dealt  with  in  the  lease  extended 
73  feet  north  from  the  passage  on  the  south  side  of  the  Red  Lion,  corre- 
sponding to  Nos.  82  to  88,  Hoxton  Street.  A  lease,  dated  loth  June,  1766, 
dealt  with  another  part  of  the  property,  having  47^  feet  frontage  to  Hoxton 
Street  and  93$  feet  depth,  containing  nine  new-built  messuages.  This 
is  obviously  the  plot  south  of  Retford  Street,  and  containing  inter  alia  Nos. 
78  and  80,  Hoxton  Street.  The  Hoxton  Street  frontage  of  the  Drayner 
estate  therefore  comprised  the  sites  of  Nos.  78  to  88.  Horwood's  map  of 
1799  shows  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  houses  mentioned  in  the  two 

1  See  indenture,  dated  9th  January,  1817,  concerning  a  parcel  of  ground  "  on  the  north  side 
of  a  new  intended  street  opening  on  the  west  side  of  Kingsland  Road  called  Wellington 

Street."    (Ibid.,  1817,  I.,  324). 

f/»f.  P.  M.,  2nd  Series,  Chancery,  509/34.     Sec  also  Inquisition  in  Court  of  Words,  86/293. 

%  At  Hoxton,  on  2nd  June,  1632. 

$  Buried  in  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch,  see  p.  98. 

||  See  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.X.,  353/57. 

If  MM.  Reg.  Mem/,.,  1736,  V.,  248. 

*•  Ibid.,  1749,  II.,  *38- 

MM.  Reg.  Memls.,  1749,  HI-,  *33- 

?t  By  William  Dolman  to  Ann  Welch,  of  garden  ground  with  a  cottage  thereon  on  the  east 
side  of  Hoxton  Street  and  behind  the  alehouse.    (MM.  Reg.  Mentis.,  1767,  IX.,  38.) 
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leases  quoted  above,  the  only  other  buildings  erected  on  the  estate  during 
the  1 8th  century  were  a  few  on  the  Kingsland  Road  frontage. 

Amongst  the  property  of  Holywell  Priory  which  was  leased  to  Sir 
Thomas  Legh,  and  or  which  he  afterwards  acquired  the  freehold,  was 
Hoxton  Close.  On  1st  July,  1565,  Sir  James  Blount,  Lord  Mountjoy,  and 
his  wife  Katherine,  Legh's  heiress,  sold  to  Thomas  Stanley  "  all  that  close 
of  pasture  ...  6  acres  in  Hoggesdon,"  abutting  on  the  highway 
through  Hoxton  west,  highway  to  Ware  east,  lands  of  John  Drayner  south, 
land  of  Richard  Austen  north,  and  then  in  occupation  of  Roger  Martin, 
citizen  and  alderman.* 

Stanley  died  on  I3th  December,  1571^  and  his  property  came  to  his 
daughter,  Mary,  wife  of  Edward  Herbert.  In  1584  Herbert  (now  Sir 
Edward)  and  his  wife  sold  the  close  to  Thomas  Herbert  (Harbert).^  The 
latter  died  on  I2th  November,  1608,  and  the  inquisition^  taken  on  26th 
June,  1609,  shows  that  he  was  seised  of  and  in,  inter  alia,  a  "  close  of  pasture 
containing  six  acres  "  in  Hoxton,  held  in  chief  by  knight's  service.  Harbert's 
property  in  Hoxton  fell  to  Roger  Papworth,  from  whom  Hoxton  Close 
passed  to  John  Wright.||  On  25th  May,  1622,  Robert  Higham,  at  direction 
of  Wright,  sold  to  John  Boston^f  "  all  that  close  and  pasture  .  .  .  con- 
teyning  by  estimacion  six  acres  .  .  .  abutting  upon  the  King's  highway 
leading  from  London  towards  Ware  on  the  east  part,  and  adjoining  to  the 
land  now  or  late  John  Draners  on  the  south  part,  and  to  the  lands  of 
Bassano,  gentleman,  late  Richard  Austin's,  on  the  north  part."  Boston  died 
on  2  ist  September,**  1625,  leaving  a  son,  Paul,  who  on  9th  March,  1649-50, 
soldff  the  close  to  Thomas  Austen.  The  southern  boundary  is  given  as 
land  now  or  late  of  Thomas  Drayner,  and  the  northern  as  land  late  of 
Daniel  Bassano  and  now  of  Thomas  Austen. 

The  property  to  the  north  is  evidently  that  sold^  on  2nd  November, 
1626,  by  Daniel,  son  of  Edward  Bassano,  to  Thomas  Austen,  and  described 

*  Sir  Roger  Martin  was  sheriff  1559-60  and  mayor  1567-8,  knighted  I4th  March,  1568, 
master  of  the  Mercers'  Company  1568  and  1573,  and  died  2oth  December,  1573.  His  son  Humphrey 
in  January,  1582-3,  brought  a  suit  against  the  widow  in  respect  of  "all  that  great  messuage  or 
tenement  with  one  orchard  and  garden  thereunto  belonging  .  .  .  scituate  in  Hoggesden  .  .  . 
and  now  in  the  tenure  of  Dame  Elizabeth  Martyn  widowe."  There  is  a  difficulty,  however,  in 
the  fact  that  Hoxton  Close  does  not  appear  to  have  contained  any  house.  (Chancery  Proceedings, 
C.  II.,  Eliz.,  M.  12/14.) 

t  Inq.  P.M.,  and  Series,  Chancery,  161/111. 

^ "  .  .  .  de  sex  acris  pasture  ...  in  Hoggesdon  alias  Hoxdon."  Release  from 
the  heirs  of  Mary  and  against  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Stanley,  deceased.  (Feet  of  Fines,  26  Eliz.  Hil ) 

§/»?.  P.M.,  2nd  Series,  Chancery,  308/105. 

||  See  indentures,  dated  I5th  December,  1611,  between  Roger  Papworth  and  William  Fynch, 
Wm.  Bardfield,  and  Wm.  Young  (Close  Roll,  2113)  and  2Oth  October,  1614,  between  Papworth 
and  Wright  (Ibid.  2207).  In  the  former  the  close  is  called  "  Harbertes  Close  .  .  .  conteyning 
.  .  .  5  acres  .  .  .  together  with  a  garden  thereunto  adjoyning." 

If  Close  Roll,  2510. 

*•  lay.  P.  M.,  2nd  Series,  Chancery,  428/3. 

ft  Close  Roll,  3676. 

\\Ibid.,  2681 
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as "  all  that  capital!  messuage     .     .     .     and  one  tenement  .     .     .     thereunto 
adjoyninge."* 

At  the  beginning  of  the  i8th  century  the  Austen  estate  extended  from 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  Drayner  property  as  far  as  the  rear  of  the 
gardens  attached  to  the  houses  on  the  south  side  of  Harman  Street, 
embracing  an  area  of  about  twelve  acres.  Of  this  Hoxton  Close  occupied 
five  or  six  acres.  It  seems  very  unlikely  that  the  Bassano  property  would 
take  up  the  whole  of  the  remainder.  The  Austen  family,  however,  had  a 
residence  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  some  time  before  i626,f  and  it 
seems  likely  that  it  also  occupied  a  part  of  the  twelve-acre  plot.  Thomas 
Austen,  son  of  Thomas  who  bought  the  Bassano  property  in  1626,  died  in 
1658,  leaving  to  his  son,  Thomas,^  "  my  house  in  Hoxton  wherein  I  dwell." 
The  latter  seems  to  have  removed  to  South  Mimms,§  and  the  Hoxton 
estate  was  probably  let.  He  died  in  1701,  and  all  his  property  "  in  Islington, 
Shoreditch,  and  South  Mimms  "  and  certain  other  districts  passed  to  his 
eldest  son,  John  (afterwards  Sir  John)  Austen.  The  latter,  on  4th  August, 
1703,  sold||  the  greater  portion  of  the  twelve-acre  plot  to  Francis  Tyssen, 
in  whose  family  it  remained  for  very  many  years.  From  the  plan 
accompanying  the  particulars  of  sale  of  the  Tyssen-Tyrrell  estate  in 
March,  1920,  preserved  in  the  Shoreditch  Public  Library,  it  appears  that  the 
property  comprised  on  the  east  Nos.  97  to  179  (odd),  Kingsland  Road, 
i.e.,  from  the  rear  of  the  houses  on  the  south  side  of  Falkirk  Street  to 
the  rear  of  the  houses  on  the  south  side  of  Harman  Street,  and  on  the 
west  Nos.  90  to  1 12,  and  148  to  156,  Hoxton  Street,  i.e.,  from  the  rear  of  the 
houses  on  the  south  side  of  Falkirk  Street  as  far  as  Tyssen  Street,  excluding  a 
plot  about  210  feet  wide  extending  from  the  rear  of  the  houses  on  the  north 
side  of  Essex  Street  as  far  as  Barton  Court.  In  1703  it  was  made  up  as 
follows  :  (i)  Two  new  brick  messuages  fronting  Hoxton  Street  and  a  parcel 
of  garden  ground  "  late  a  ffeild  of  pasture  land  enclosed  with  a  brick  wall 
containing  5^  acres,"  and  bounded,  east  by  "Ware  Road,"  west  by  "  Hogsdon 
High  Street  or  Road  "  and  north  partly  by  Lady  Bowyer's  garden  and 

•  The  earlier  history  of  this  property  is  uncertain,  but  it  is  possible  that  it  is  the  same  as  that 
which  belonged  to  Hugh  and  Anne  Robertson  in  1 549  (final  concord  between  John  Foxton,  f uer. 
and  Hugh  and  Anne  Robertson,  Jeforc.,  of  a  messuage,  garden  and  close)  and  was  sold  by  them  to 
William  Austen  in  1556  (final  concord  concerning  a  messuage,  garden,  orchard  and  curtilage). 
In  1592  Richard  Austen  left  (P.C.C.,  30,  Harrington)  "all  that  my  messuage  or  tencmente  with 
the  yardes,  orchardes,  gardens  and  fower  acres  of  lande  with  their  appurtenances  set,  lienge  and 
beinge  in  Hoxton  .  .  .  whearein  Ann  Robteson,  widdow,  late  dwelte,  nowe  beinge  divided 
into  twoe  tenements,"  to  his  wife,  Alice,  for  life,  with  reversion  to  his  sons  Richard  and  Thomas. 
No  record,  however,  has  been  found  of  the  transfer,  if  such  took  place,  from  either  Richard  or 
Thomas  Austen  to  Edward  Bassano,  their  brother-in-law  (husband  of  Alice  Austen). 

fThe  pedigree  contained  in  Harl.  MS.,  1476,  Fol.  305^,  traces  the  family  back  to  Robert 
Austen  of  Mildenhall,  four  generations  before  Richard  Austen,  who  died  in  1592.  The  latter's 
will  (P.C.C.,  30  Harrington)  mentions  "  the  house  wherein  I  nowe  dwell  in  Hoxton." 

$  P.C.C.  716,  Wootton. 

$  In  his  will  (P.C.C.  87,  Dyer)  dated  28th  May,  1700,  he  H  described  as  "  of  Durhamsmith 
in  South  Mimms." 

||  Chit  Roll,  4920. 
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orchard  and  partly  by  the  flower  garden  and  other  ground  of  John  Austen. 
This  is  evidently  the  old  Hoxton  Close.  Lady  Bowyer's  premises  obviously 
formed  the  southern  portion  of  the  excepted  plot,  (ii)  Two  other  messuages, 
(iii)  Three  orchards  or  pieces  of  garden  ground,  (a)  containing  2  roods, 
24  poles,  (£)  belonging  to  the  White  House  and  containing  2  roods,  33  poles, 
and  (c)  belonging  to  the  Austen  mansion  house  and  containing  i  rood,  12 
poles,  (iv)  The  site  of  the  White  House  (then  demolished)  with  ground 
formerly  used  as  garden  thereto  "  containing  about  60  rods  as  now  walled 
and  fenced  in  on  the  north,  east  and  south  sides  thereof,  but  lies  open  towards 
the  road  in  Hoxton."  The  White  House  must,  therefore,  have  occupied 
a  site  between  Nos.  148  and  156,  Hoxton  Street. 

The  northern  part  of  the  excepted  plot  was  sold  to  Thomas  Walker 
some  time  before  1720,  but  the  details  have  not  been  discovered.*  The 
southern  part  in  iy2of  contained  (i)  a  messuage  (obviously  formerly  Lady 
Bowyer's)  with  courtyard,  facing  Hoxton  Street  with  coach-house,  stable, 
and  two  gardens  (2  roods  15  perches)  abutting  on  ground  purchased  by 
Tyssen  on  the  south  and  east;  (ii)  two  other  messuages  to  the  north,  fronting 
Hoxton  Street,  with  courtyards;  (iii)  a  farmhouse,  with  yard,  barn,  cowhouse, 
etc4 

Proceeding  northwards  we  come  to  an  estate  which,  with  other  Hoxton 
property,  was  in  the  middle  of  the  i6th  century  owned  by  Roger  Haryong.§ 
On  1st  May,  1565,  he  mortgaged])  to  John  Bales  a  capital  messuage  and 
tenement,  as  well  as  three  other  tenements,  with  barns,  stables,  orchards, 
gardens,  etc.  On  1 7th  June,  1569,  Bales  mortgaged  the  property,  described 
as  then  or  late  in  occupation  of  "  Raffe  Tipping,"  to  Thomas  Stevens,  and 
the  conveyance  was  completed  on  3Oth  June,  1570.^  In  his  will**  dated 

*  It  is  fairly  certain,  however,  that  this  was  the  site  of  houses  in  17  occupations  in  1645,  when 
they  were  settled  upon  Katherine  Austen  by  way  of  marriage  jointure.  (See  Chancery  Proceedings, 
Hamilton  pre-\i\\,  C.  VII.,  504/22.) 

t  Indenture,  dated  6th  June,  1720,  between  Sir  John  Austen  and  Dame  Susannah  Barrington 
(Midd.  Reg.  Memh.,  1721,  I.,  137,  etc.}. 

%  It  is  possible  that  the  farmhouse  existed  as  late  as  1909.  In  that  year  an  old  house  in  Wilkes 
Place,  at  the  rear  of  Hoxton  Hall,  was  demolished  to  admit  of  the  extension  of  the  latter.  Mr.  G.  H. 
Lovegrove  has  kindly  supplied  the  Council  with  drawings  of  the  premises.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  the  position  seems  a  little  too  far  north  for  the  farmhouse,  but  until  details  are  discovered  of 
the  property  sold  to  Walker,  certainty  on  this  point  is  not  obtainable. 

§  Nephew  of  Richard  Haryong,  who  died  in  1545  (see  p.  81).  The  property  seems  to  have 
been  identical  with  that  transferred  in  1557  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  3  &  4  Ph.  and  Mary,  Easter)  to 
Roger  by  Thomas  Marowe  and  Alice  his  wife,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Richard,  although  from  the 
varying  acreage  given  in  different  documents,  some  of  which  undoubtedly  refer  to  the  same  property, 
it  is  impossible  to  feel  sure  of  this. 

||  Close  Roll,  692. 

^f  Close  Roll,  827.  Stevens  afterwards  complained  that  Roger's  widow,  Ellen,  disputed  posses- 
sion and  that  the  Queen's  service  was  thereby  hindered,  since  he  had  purchased  the  property  for 
the  better  fulfilling  of  his  office  as  purveyor  of  sauces  for  the  household,  and  had  used  the  chief 
messuage  and  some  of  the  ground  for  the  making  of  whitelights,  and  the  finding  of  horses  to  be 
used  for  the  "  better  provision  for  your  Maties.  sawcery  "  (Court  of  Requests,  40/9). 

««  P.C.C.  14,  Bakon. 
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2Oth  February,  1574-5,  Stevens  left  to  his  wife,  with  reversion  to  his  son, 
Henry,  "  all  those  the  greate  messuage,  houses,  buildings,  gardens,  orchards, 
landes,  etc.,  in  Hoxton  .  .  .  now  in  the  tenure  of  Ralph  Tipping." 
Most  of  the  property  descended  to  Henry's  son,  Uric,  who  on  loth  May, 
1615,  sold*  to  Geoffrey  Marchant  the  reversion  in  "  all  that  capitall  messuage 
or  tenement,  etc.,  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  of  Walter  Williams  .  .  .  and 
Chrystian  his  wife,  late  wife  of  Henry  Stevens,"  as  well  as  13  acres  to  the 
east  of  Kingsland  Road. 

Another  part  of  Roger  Haryong's  property  also  came  into  the  possession 
of  Marchant.  On  3rd  January,  1600-1,  Henry  Stevens  sold  to  Thomas 
Harbert  the  three  tenements  specified  in  the  1565  indenture.  They 
are  described  as  the  "  three  messuages  or  tenements,  whereof  one  is 
commonly  called  the  Queenes  Head,"  with  barns,  stables,  orchards,  etc. 
abutting  south  on  the  lands  "  sometymes  of  Roger  Henrieyoung  .  .  , 
and  nowe  the  said  Henrye  Stephens."'}'  On  2ist  June,  1616,  John  Wright 
sold}:  to  Marchant  a  considerable  amount  of  Harbert's  property,  including 
"  all  those  three  mesuages  or  tenementes,  whereof  one  is  commonly  called 
The  Maydenhead." 

Marchant  died  on  i8th  July,  1630,  seised  in  the  reversionary  interest 
"  after  the  death  of  Christiana,  late  wife  of  Walter  Williams,  deceased,  and 
now  wife  of  John  Hawckes,"  of  one  capital  messuage  with  appurtenances 
in  Hoxton,  and  13  acres  of  land,  as  well  as  of  three  messuages,  one  of  which 
was  formerly  called  the  Maidenhead,  but  then  the  Queen's  Head.§ 

By  his  will  he  left  to  Henry,  his  eldest  son,  all  the  messuages  and  lands 
in  Hoxton  "  which  I  bought  of  Uric  Steewes  and  Mr.  Writh."  In  1658 
Henry  demised  to  Robert  Earle  the  capital  messuage,  with  appurtenances, 
"  formerly  in  occupation  of  Ann  Jackson  widdow,  and  then  of  Thomas 
Cusden,"  the  13  acres  and  other  property  including  "  three  messuages,  one 
of  them  called  the  Queens  Head  .  .  .  situated  together  in  Hoxton. "|| 
The  capital  messuage  was  apparently  still  in  existence  in  1681  when  Cusden's 
lease  ran  out.^j  The  property  eventually  came  into  the  hands  of  John 
Swynfou  and  Roberta,  his  wife,  cousin  and  heir  of  Henry  Marchant,**  who 

•  Close  Roll,  2277. 

f  Close  Roll,  1696. 

$  Close  Roll,  2311. 

%/»?.  P.  M.,  2nd  Scries,  Chancery,  539/43. 

||  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  VII.,  239/53. 

^[  He  was  asked  to  remain  and  demanded  an  allowance  of  £20  for  repairs.  No  money  was 
available,  but  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  dig  up  for  brick  earth  a  small  piece  of  ground  called 
the  orchard,  lying  behind  one  of  the  Hoiton  houses.  (IbiJ.,  C.  VII.,  223/1.)  The  arrangement 
was  apparently  not  carried  out. 

•*  About  1667-8  Henry  Marchant  got  into  serious  financial  difficulties  and  was  imprisoned  in 
Newgate.  Under  pressure  of  these  calamities  he  became  "  much  distracted,"  and  though,  with 
the  help  of  friends,  he  obtained  release,  he  was  again  arrested  and  committed  to  the  prison  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's  "  at  the  suit  of  one  Clerke  of  Hoxton  for  money  owing  for  his  diett." 
He  was  certified  to  be  a  lunatic.  His  son  and  heir  Henry,  having  no  funds,  was  unable  to  complete 
his  legal  training,  and  turned  to  the  art  of  navigation,  in  which  he  had  daily  instruction  at  his  lodging. 
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on  2nd  September,  1703,  sold*  the  13  acres  as  well  as  "  ten  severall  messuages 
or  tenements,  together  with  the  outhouses,  gardens,  garden  ground,  etc., 
scituate  in  Hoxton  "  to  William  Ingram.  The  ten  messuages  in  question 
represent  probably  both  (i)  the  three  houses  of  which  the  Queen's  Head 
was  one,  and  (ii)  the  capital  messuage  and  ground  belonging  to  it. 
Chassereau's  Map  (Plate  i)  shows  the  property  of  Ingram  between  "  Tyssen  " 
to  the  south  and  "  Poor  Holborn  "  to  the  north,  in  other  words  occupying 
the  site  of  Harman  Street.  Queen's  Head  Yard  is  shown  somewhat  to 
the  north,  occupying  the  site  of  the  present  entry  to  Ely  Place.  This  is 
certainly  too  far  north,  for  it  is  shown  below  that  the  entry  to  Ely  Place  was  a 
portion  of  the  property  belonging  to  "  Poor  Holborn."  At  any  rate  the 
position  of  the  combined  property  is  secure.  Between  Albert  Mews 
and  the  northern  corner  of  Harman  Street  stood  a  private  lunatic 
asylum,  viz.,  Holly  House  Asylum.  The  site  of  this  would  be  a  natural 
one  to  assign  to  Haryong's  capital  messuage,  but  an  interesting  note 
in  Ellisf  casts  doubt  on  this.  He  says:  "About  this  time  [1580]  (if 
"  tradition  doth  not  deceive  us)  an  old  house  at  Hoxton,  now  known  by  the 
"  name  of  Burrows's  Workhouse,  was  built  by  a  license  under  Queen 
"  Elizabeth's  sign  manual."  If,  as  this  note  implies,  Burrows'  house  (i.e., 
Holly  House)  was  built  on  a  new  foundation  about  1580,  it  obviously  could 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  capital  messuage  which  was  in  existence  in 
1565  (and  probably  long  before). 

A  further  portion  of  Roger  Haryong's  property  in  this  neighbourhood 
still  remains  to  be  dealt  with.  On  I5th  December,  1612,  Uric  Stevens, 
son  of  Henry,  mortgaged:):  to  Richard  Hewitt  inter  alia  five  messuages  in 
Hoxton,  and  the  schedule  of  deeds  accompanying  the  indenture  shows  that 
these  had  formed  part  of  the  property  mortgaged  by  Roger  to  Bales.  On 
yth  July,  1613,  the  transfer  was  made  absolute, §  and  there  was  included  a 
plot  of  ground  "  now  used  for  an  entry  "  beneath  the  northern  portion  of 
one  of  the  messuages  which  "  abutteth  upon  the  capital!  messuage  nowe  in 
the  tenure  ...  of  Walter  Williams  .  .  .  towards  the  north." 
Under  the  house  in  question  we  are  told  "  there  now  hangeth  a  great 
gate  serving  for  passage  into  and  from  the  yard  belonging  to  the  said 
capital  messuage."  Conrad  Hewitt  is  afterwards  found  in  possession  of  six 
houses.  On  23rd  November,  1647,  he  sold  to  the  parish  of  Shoreditch||  four 
of  them,  the  sites  of  which  occupy  the  ground  from  Tyssen  Street  to 
Stephen's  Mews  in  the  front,  and  to  Albert  Mews  in  the  rear.  The 
other  two  he  sold  on  28th  September,  1655,  to  William  Rawlins.^f 

Unable  to  get  an  appointment,  he  begged  for  £200  to  buy  an  ensignship  in  the  Guards,  but  could 
get  only  £100.  Whether  he  obtained  the  commission  he  wanted,  history  does  not  recount,  but 
he  died  in  1677. 

*  Close  Roll,  4916. 

f  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  133 

\  Close  Roll,  2171. 

\Ibid.,  2156. 

||  Ware's  Account  of  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  p.  39,  containing  a  plan  of  the  property. 

\  Close  Roll,  3864. 
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They  are  described  as  in  the  occupation  of  John  Palmer  and  John  Hilton 
"  silck  stockingweavers."  By  his  will,*  dated  3rd  September,  1658,  Rawlins 
left  to  the  churchwardens  of  Shoreditch  2os.  a  year,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rent 
of  the  "  brick  house  att  Hoggsden  wherein  Hilton,  silkestockinweaver, 
now  dwells."  The  house  of  Hilton  is  marked  by  the  letter  N  on  Chassereau's 
map  (Plate  i),  and  can  thereby  be  identified  as  occupying  a  site  at  the 
southern  corner  of  Albert  Mews. 

In  1551  William  Merett  purchased  from  Thomas  Elrington  one 
messuage,  one  toft,  one  garden,  one  croft  and  5  acres  of  meadow  in  Hoxton.f 
Details  of  the  property  are  disclosed  a  few  years  later.  On  ist  July,  1558, 
Merett  mortgaged^  to  Paul  Pope  a  close  of  four  acres  at  "  Bamesgate  " 
and  "  all  that  mesuage  or  tenemente,  tofte,  garden,  barne,  and  crofte 
of  meadowe  to  the  same  mesuage  adjoynyng,  conteynyng  by  estimacion 
one  acre  of  medowe  .  .  .  now  in  the  tenure  of  William  Roffe,  monyer 
.  .  .  whiche  .  .  .  lyithe  and  abutteth  uppon  the  Kynges  highewaye 
ther  leadyng  from  London  to  Ware  on  the  est  and  uppon  the  stret  called 
Hoxston  Stret  on  the  west,  and  the  land  late  of  Thomas  Warren  on  the 
north,  and  uppon  the  land  late  of  Richard  Harryyong§  on  the  south."  The 
mortgage  was  redeemed  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

On  25th  January,  1631,  Richard  Merrett  sold])  the  property  to  George 
Whitmore.  It  is  described  as  a  messuage  with  two  acres  of  land  adjoining 
"  as  it  is  now  converted  in  orcharding  and  gardening,"  as  well  as  two  other 
messuages,  all  lying  together.  On  loth  November,  1651,  Thos.  Robinson 
purchased^}  the  property.  The  three  houses  had  then  disappeared,  and 
their  place  had  been  taken  by  "  nyne  houses  or  tenements,  one  stable,  and 
a  cowhouse." 

On  the  following  day  Robinson  disposed**  of  a  portion  to  Francis 
Kirkman.  It  is  described  as  a  parcel  of  ground  34  feet  wide  and  from  74  to 
84  feet  long,  with  four  messuages  thereon,  and  the  entry  way  from  Hoxton 
Street  between  the  houses,  another  messuage  with  ground  attached,  and  a 
garden  plot  of  one  acre  extending  eastwards  to  Kingsland  highway.  On 

•  P.C.C.,  526  Wootton. 

t  Feet  of  Fiats,  MM.,  5  Edw.  VI.,  Easter,  and  Common  Plea  Rolls,  4-5  Edw.  VI.,  Hil., 
f.  129.  Elrington  had  in  1545  sold  2  messuages,  2  gardens,  and  2  acres  of  pasture  to  Thomas 
Bradshaw  (Common  Plea  Rolls,  36  Hen.  VIII.,  Hil.,  f.  357).  These  3  messuages  and  7  acres  were 
in  possession  of  'I  homas's  father,  also  Thomas  Elrington,  on  his  death  in  1 523,  when  he  was  found 
to  be  seised  of  and  in  "  three  tenements  and  seven  acres  of  land  with  appurtenances  in  Hoiton," 
the  latter  being  held  of  the  Prebendary  of  "  Argaston  "  in  socage  by  fealty  at  a  rent  of  4/.  M. 
(Exch.  inquisitions,  Scries  II.,  480,  No.  3).  It  seems  probable  that  the  elder  Thomas  had  obtained 
them  by  inheritance  from  his  father,  Simon  Elrington,  and  his  grandfather,  Sir  John  Elrington. 

\  Close  Roll,  546. 

S  That  is,  the  land  belonging  to  Roger  Haryong  in  1565  (see  above) 

||  Close  Roll,  2849. 

\  Sec  indenture,  dated  loth  November,  1651,  between  Sir  Geo.  Whitmore  and  Thos.  Robinson 
(Close  Roll,  3582). 

••  Close  Roll,  3582. 
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9th  April,  1657,  Kirkman  sold*  the  property  to  Abraham  Nunns, 
citizen  and  joiner  of  London.  The  next  step  is  doubtful,  but  in  1665-6, 
the  Joiners'  Company  purchased  an  estate  at  Hoxtonf  and  an  indenture^ 
of  gth  June,  1669,  by  which  the  Company  sold  the  estate  to  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  the  Liberty  of  Saffron  Hill,  Hatton  Garden  and  Ely  Rents, 
describes  the  property  in  precisely  the  same  terms  as  those  used  in  the  deed 
of  1657.  Its  identity  is  thus  established.  It  now  consists  of  Nos.  186 
and  1 88,  Hoxton  Street,  Nos.  199,  201  and  203,  Kingsland  Road,  and 
77  houses  in  Ely  Place.§ 

No  early  records  have  been  discovered  of  the  property ||  immediately 
north  of  Ely  Place.  In  1670-1,  however,  Abraham  Harrison  sold  to 
Thomas  Cudsden,  the  younger,  two  messuages,  one  adjoining  the  street, 
then  or  late  in  the  tenure  of  Banks,  and  the  other  in  the  occupation 
of  Charles  Jerrard,  together  with  orchards,  gardens,  etc.,  extending  from 
Hoxton  Street  to  the  highway  to  Ware,  and  containing  2  acres.^f  The 
property  was  afterwards  settled  on  Cudsden's  son  Thomas  and  the  latter's 
wife,  and  their  son  John  Cudsden  on  29th  April,  1736,  joined  in  a  transfer** 
of  it  to  James  Royston.  It  then  consisted  of  a  messuage  or  tenement,  with 
yards,  garden,  washhouse,  stables,  etc.,  and  a  parcel  of  ground  extending 
"  from  Hoggesden  aforesaid  unto  the  way  leading  from  Shoreditch  to  Ware 
and  doth  contain  .  .  .  two  acres,"  and  is  said  to  be  "  the  same  premisses 
which  Thomas  Cudsden  the  elder  bought  of  Abraham  Harison  under  the 
name  of  two  messuages,  etc."  Chassereau's  Map  (Plate  i)  shows  the  Royston 
property  occupying  the  site  of  the  modern  Lynedoch  Street. 

We  now  come  to  the  property  somewhat  euphemistically  named  The 
Land  of  Promise.  This  originally  formed  a  part  of  the  estate  of  Richard 
Haryongft  who,  in  1545,  left  to  Margaret,  his  wife,  a  life  interest  in  his  lands, 
with  remainder  to  his  daughter,  Alice  Marowe.J^  In  1557,  Alice  and  her 

*  Close  Roll,  3937. 

•{•Phillips'  dnnals  of  the  Joiners1  Company.    The  same  writer  states  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Great  Fire  in  1666,  the  Company's  goods  were  taken  to  Hoxton. 
$  Endowed  Charities  (County  of  London),  III.,  p.  260. 

iau. 

||  It  seems  probable,  however,  that  it  was  the  house  with  appurtenances  sold  by  Edward 
Stubbes  to  Michael  Heneage  in  1588  (Home  Counties  Magazine,  XII.,  p.  237),  and  of  which  the 
latter  died  in  seisin  in  1598  (Inj.  P.M.,  2nd  series,  Chancery,  Eliz.,  265/61).  His  sons  in  1615  sold 
it  to  George  Robson  (copy  of  deed  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library).  In  1634  John  Finch 
sold  the  property  (now  two  houses)  to  Edw.  Bulwer  (Close  Roll,  3025).  It  then  passed  successively 
to  Thomas  Austen  in  1637  (Ibid.,  3131)  and  Thos.  East  in  1655  (Ibid.,  3856).  No  connection 
between  East  and  Harrison  has  been  discovered. 

^f  Copy  of  deed  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library.  The  property  is  no  doubt  the  same 
as  that  which  formed  the  subject  of  the  final  concord  in  1669  between  Abraham  Harrison  quer  : 
and  Abraham  Nunns  deforc :  of  2  messuages  and  2  acres  of  land  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  20-21, 
Chas.  II.,  Hil.),  and  possibly  is  also  to  be  identified  with  the  2  messuages,  2  gardens  and  an  orchard 
mentioned  in  a  fine  of  1667  between  Abraham  Nunns  quer :  and  Robert  and  Susanna  Harrison 
deforc  :  (Ibid.  18-19,  Chas.  II.,  Hil.) 

*»  Midd.  Reg.  Mentis.,  1736,  IV.,  579. 

ft  Seep.  81. 

tt  P.C.C.,  34,  Pynning. 
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husband  sold  to  Thomas  and  Alice  Haddon  the  reversion,  after  the  death 
of  Margaret,  of  a  messuage,  two  barns,  a  stable,  a  garden  and  three  acres 
of  land  in  Hoxton.*  Ten  years  later  the  Haddons  disposed  of  the  property 
to  John  Thomas. f  It  is  now  lost  sight  of  for  a  while,  but  in  1623  William 
Slynehead  and  Katherine  his  wife  soldj  to  John  Furnivall  a  half  share  of  a 
messuage,  a  cottage,  two  barns,  a  garden,  an  orchard  and  three  acres  of  land 
in  Hoxton.  Furnivall,  by  some  means,  acquired  the  other  half  share,  and 
in  1626  sold  the  whole  to  Richard  Middleton.§  The  identity  of  the  property 
is  established  by  the  fact  that  Furnivall  gave  warranty  against  the  claims  of 
Slynehead  and  Thomas. 

On  gth  April,  1633,  Middleton  sold  it  to  the  parish  of  Shoreditch  as 
three  tenements  and  three  acres  of  land.||  The  property  was  leased  out 
as  a  whole  for  successive  periods  until  1776,  when  there  were  28  messuages 
on  the  ground.  In  that  year  the  existing  lease  (to  Samuel  Beigjiton  for 
103  years  from  1744)  was  surrendered,  a  fresh  lease  granted  of  the  western 
part  of  the  property,  and  the  eastern  portion  utilised  for  the  provision  of  a 
workhouse.  On  the  expiry  of  the  fresh  lease  in  1847  the  remainder  of  the 
property  was  appropriated  for  workhouse  purposes. 

The  plan  of  the  Land  of  Promise  given  by  Ware  shows  that  at  the 
south-west  corner  it  did  not  reach  to  Hoxton  Street,  the  boundary  being 
a  broken  line  running  south-east  from  a  point  75  feet  from  the  highway. 
The  earliest  record  that  has  been  found  of  this  excepted  piece  of  ground  is  a 
final  concord,  dated  1693,  by  which  Peter  Briggins  and  Arabella  his  wife 
sold  to  John  Waters  six  messuages  with  appurtenances  in  "  Hogsden." 
Waters  in  turn  sold  to  Robert  Geary,  who  also  purchased  five  adjoining 
messuages  from  James  Hallet.^f 

On  4th  February,  1589-90,  Richard  Austen,  "  monier,"  settled**  on  his 
younger  son  Thomas  and  the  latter's  prospective  bride,  Margaret  Awsitor,tt 
a  messuage  with  garden  and  a  croft  adjoining,  abutting  on  the  royal  way 
leading  to  Ware  east,  on  the  street  called  "  Hoxton  Streate  "  west,  on  the 
lane  called  "  Webbes  Lane  alias  the  Whitehart  lane  "  north,  and  on  the 
land  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  of  John  Thomas  south.  Webb's  Lane  must 
beJJ  the  ancient  thoroughfare  running  from  Hoxton  Street  to  Kingsland 
Road,  known  in  the  i8th  century  as  Dirty  Lane,  and  at  the  present  time  as 

•  Feet  of  Fines,  MM.,  3  and  4,  Ph.  and  Mary,  Easter. 

t /&</.,  i9Eliz.,  Hil. 

j  Feet  of  Fines,  MM.,  20  las.  I.,  Hil. 

SltiJ.,  zChas.  I,  Mich. 

||  Ware's  Account  ofCharitiet  of  Shore Jitch,  p.  36. 

\  See,  inter  alia,  indenture,  dated  26th  July,  1717,  between  Susanna  Geary  and  Lawrence 
Child  and  Thos.  Unb(M4£  Reg.  Memli.,  1717,  VI.,  86). 

••  Close  Roll,  1359. 

ft  Daughter  of  Thos.  Awsitor,  late  of  Southall,  Middlesex,  yeoman,  deceased. 

$\  It  will  be  noticed  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  way  through  the  Land  of  Promise,  Dirty 
Lane  is  the  only  thoroughfare  shown  in  Chasscrcau  (Plate  i)  at  leading  from  Hoxton  Street  to 
Kingsland  Road  as  late  as  the  middle  of  the  i8th  century. 
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Nuttall  Street,  and  the  land  of  John  Thomas  is  the  Land  of  Promise  Estate. 
The  next  trace  of  the  property  is  nearly  a  century  later. 

On  I  gth  August,  1673,  James  Burbidge  Maxey  settled*  upon  his  wife 
"  all  that  messuage  called  .  .  .  the  Golden  Bull,  as  it  is  now  severed 
and  divided  into  several!  tenements,  and  all  houses,  edifices,  etc."  having 
a  frontage  of  77  feet  to  Hoxton  Street,  and  no  feet  to  the  "  highway  leading 
from  Shoreditch  church  to  Kingsland,"  and  a  length  of  684  feet,  abutting 
north  upon  a  lane  called  Haddon  Lanef  and  south  on  land  belonging  to 
Shoreditch  parish. 

The  next  estate  northward,  marked  "  Featherstone,  Esq."  on 
Chassereau's  Map  (Plate  i),  seems  to  have  been  composed  of  two  distinct 
properties  :  one  consisting  of  three  messuages  and  three  acres,  and  the  other 
of  three  messuages  and  three  roods.  These  are  found  in  the  possession  of 
Conrad  Hewitt  in  1654-54",  but  there  is  no  evidence  as  to  how  he  obtained 
them  or  what  he  did  with  them.  It  seems  likely  that  the  three  messuages 
and  three  acres  originally  belonged  to  Lady  Katherine  Dormer,  widow  of 
Sir  Michael  Dormer.§  On  23rd  October,  1568,  her  executor,  Dr.  Valentine 
Dale, ||  sold  to  John  Forth,  certain  property  formerly  belonging  to  Lady 
Katherine  in  Herts  and  Oxfordshire,  as  well  as  three  messuages  "  in 
Hogston,"  with  gardens  and  orchards,  and  two  closes  of  pasture  or  meadow 
on  the  east  side  of  the  three  messuages,  abutting  on  the  highway  leading 
from  Ware  to  Shoreditch  Church,  and  containing  three  acres.  The  sale 
also  included  three  acres  of  pasture  (a  part  of  Billing's  Close)  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  Hoxton  Street. \  In  the  following  year,  Forth  apparently 
re-sold**  the  whole  of  the  property  to  Valentine  Dale.  On  the  latter's  death 
it  passed  to  his  daughter,  Dorothy,  who  married  Sir  John  North.  On  28th 
September,  1620,  Gilbert  North,  fourth  son  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Dorothy, 
soldff  to  Thomas  Austen  what  purported  to  be  all  the  property  in  Hoxton 
and  Shoreditch  formerly  belonging  to  Lady  Dorothy.  The  three  acres  in 

*  Close  Roll,  4381. 

•("The  fact  that  the  lane  is  called  Haddon  Lane  in  1673  and  White  Hart  Lane  in  1588,  suggests 
that  the  sale  on  6th  July,  1605,  by  John  Davies  and  Blitha,  his  wife,  to  Thos.  Longston  of  the 
messuage  or  tenement  called  the  White  Hart,"  late  in  tenure  of  Thos.  Haddon"  with  brewhouse, 
orchard  and  garden  (Close  Roll,  1816)  refers  to  the  same  property.  But  the  White  Hart  may 
have  been  on  the  north  side  of  Dirty  Lane  and  be  identified  with  the  property  extending  to  and 
including  Axe  Place,  which  cannot  be  conclusively  shown  to  have  formed  part  of  the  Featherston- 
haugh  estate  (see  p.  69). 

^  See  final  concords  (i.)  between  William  Rawlins  quer :  and  Wm.  Towerson  and  Margaret, 
his  wife,  and  Conrad  Hewitt  and  Anne,  his  wife,  deforc  :  of  3  messuages,  i  cottage  and  3  acres  of 
land  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  1654,  Trin.  (ii)  ) ;  between  William  Rawlins  quer  :  and  Conrad  Hewitt 
and  Anne,  his  wife,  deforc  :  of  3  messuages  and  3  gardens  (Ibid.,  1655,  Mich.).  Both  transactions 
seem  to  be  mortgages. 

§  Sheriff,  1529-30;  master  of  Mercers' Company,  1531  and  1545;  mayor,  1541-2;  knighted, 
1542;  died,  1545. 

||  Close  Roll,  779. 

1  See  p.  84. 

**  Feet  of  Fines,  Double  Counties,  11-12  Eliz.,  Mich. 

tf  Close  Roll,  2425. 
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Billing's  Close  are  specified,  but  the  rest  of  the  property  is  described  as  a 
mansion  house  formerly  in  the  tenure  of  Peter  Proby  and  a  messuage  and 
garden  formerly  in  the  occupation  of  John  Noble.  This  does  not  bear 
much  likeness  to  the  three  messuages  and  three  acres  of  1558,  and  it  must 
remain  doubtful  whether  they  had  not  been  already  disposed  of.  In  any 
case  the  link  connecting  the  Dormer  property  with  Conrad  Hewitt  is  missing. 

On  28th  March,  1672,  Robert  Richardson  sold*  to  George  Ricketts 
"  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  and  seven  tenements  or  cottages  to  the 
said  messuage  belonging  .  .  .  and  also  all  that  orchard  or  piece  of 
ground  conteyning  .  .  .  three  acres  lying  behind  or  neare  adjoyning 
to  the  said  messuage  and  cottages,  and  also  all  the  ground  whereon  two 
tenements  or  cottages  now  abolished  did  formerly  stand."  Richardson 
had  obtained  the  property  before  1663,  for  in  that  year  he  had  mortgaged  it 
to  James  Clotterbuck.f 

A  few  years  later  George  Ricketts  apparently  purchased  the  three 
messuages  and  three  roods  from  Thomas  Edwards. J  The  document 
specifies  "  one  acre,"  but  the  feet  of  fines  are  rarely  exact  in  their  figures, 
and  a  mortgage§  to  Elizabeth  Pickering  by  James  Ricketts  on  i8th  July, 
171 1,  of  "all  those  his  three  messuages  or  tenements,  with  the  gardens  to 
them  belonging,  inclosed  with  a  brick  wall,  and  three  roods  of  garden  ground 
adjoyning,"  states  that  they  were  formerly  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas 
Edwards. 

The  freehold  interest  in  both  properties  came  into  the  hands  of  Robert 
Roden,  who  on  i8th  July,  1717,  parted  with  it||  to  James  Browne,  of  Southall. 
On  the  latter *s  death,  the  property  passed  to  his  only  sister  and  heir,  Sarah, 
wife  of  Matthew  Featherstonhaugh.  An  indenture  of  23rd  August,  1742,^ 
mentions  both  the  premises,  the  three-acres  property  being  said  to  abut 
east  on  Kingsland  Road,  west  on  "  the  way  leading  through  Hoxton  Town  to 
Bammes  "  (i.e.,  Hoxton  Street),  north  partly  on  a  piece  of  ground  formerly 
in  tenure  of  Browning,  butcher,  and  partly  on  ground  heretofore  of 
Bursinoes,  and  south  on  ground  formerly  of  James  Ricketts  (i.e.,  the  three- 
roods  property). 

A  document**  of  1725,  dealing  with  a  portion  of  the  estate,  gives  the 
southern  boundary  as  Dirty  Lane,  and  mentions  that  the  north-eastern 
corner  of  the  plot,  having  a  frontage  to  Kingsland  Road  of  53  feet,  was  occupied 
by  a  brewhouse  in  occupation  of  White.  The  estate  evidently  corresponds 

•  Clou  Roll,  4359. 
Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  15  Chas.  II.,  Easter,  compared  with  note  in  above  indenture. 

%  Final  concord  between  Geo.  Ricketts  quer  ;  and  Thos.  Edwards  and  Sarah,  his  wife  deforc  : 
of  3  messuages,  2  gardens  and  I  acre  of  land  (Feet  of  Fines,  MiJJ.,  27  Chas.  II.,  Mich.).  The  fine 
paid  was  £.100.  In  the  absence  of  other  evidence  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  this  is  a  real  sale, 
or,  eg .,  the  redemption  of  a  mortgage. 

$  MM.  Reg.  Memls.,  1711,  III.,  63. 

||  /*/,  1717,  IV.,  93-4. 

•j  Between  Matthew  and  Sarah  Featherstonhaugh  and  Matthew  Featherstonhaugh,  the 
younger  (AW.,  1742,  III.,  55-6). 

•  Lease  between  Jas.  Browne  and  John  Belcho  and  Saml.  Worrall  (Ibid.,  1725,  IV.,  122). 
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with  that  marked  on  Chassereau's  Map  (Plate  i)  as  "  Featherstone,  Esq.," 
and  the  plot  occupied  by  the  brewhouse  is  clearly  shown  thereon.  No 
documents  have  been  found  relating  to  the  97  feet  of  the  southern  portion 
of  the  Hoxton  Street  frontage,  which  had  a  depth  varying  from  100  feet 
on  the  north  to  170  feet  (taking  in  Axe  Place)  on  the  south.  It  is  possible, 
therefore,  that  this  excepted  plot  did  not  form  a  portion  of  the  estate.  A 
document  of  1742*  mentions  that  there  was  then  standing  on  the  Kingsland 
Road  frontage  south  of  the  brewhouse  a  messuage  known  as  The  Swan, 
"  commonly  called  Adams  Curiosity  House."  This  also  is  shown  on 
Chassereau's  Map.  The  interior  of  the  estate  was  still  open  ground  at  the 
close  of  the  i8th  century. 

Of  the  property  next  northward,  marked  "  Benson  "  in  Chassereau's 
Map  (now  Wilmer  Gardens),  and  of  the  range  of  buildings  fronting  Hoxton 
Street  as  far  as  Langdon's  Yard,  no  precise  information  has  been  discovered 
before  1722,  but  it  is  possible  to  make  out  a  case  for  their  identification  with 
the  house  and  grounds  of  Jerome  Bassano.  f 

In  1590  Jerome  purchased  from  Henry  Jay  a  messuage,  three  cottages, 
a  barn,  a  garden  and  six  acres  of  meadow  in  "  Oxton  alias  Hoggeston."J 
In  1634  Jerome  enfeoffed  his  son,  Noel,  with  certain  property,  including  a 
parcel  of  ground  in  Hoxton  81  feet  on  the  east  side,  66  feet  on  the  west,  Bassano. 

50  feet  on  the  north  and  85  feet  on  the  south,  with  three  brick  messuages 
thereon. §  This  parcel,  with  the  three  messuages,  can  be  traced  down  to 
1742,  when  it  was  in  possession  of  Nicholas  Langdon.||  This  suggests 
that  its  position  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Langdon's  Yard. 

The  remainder  of  Jerome's  estate  seems  also  to  have  passed  to  Noel 
who,  in  his  will^  dated  27th  September,  1651,  mentions  <{  my  messuages, 
lands,  etc.,  being  freehold,  which  I  have  lying  and  being  in  Hoxton  alias 
Hoggesdon."** 

*  Middx.  Reg.  Mem/!.,  1742,  III.,  55-6. 

f  Son  of  Antony  Bassano,  a  Venetian.  In  1 579  he  obtained  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  good  service  "  in  scientia  sive  arte  musica  "  a  fee  of  aod.  a  day  or  £16  2s.  6d.  a  year 
prout  Gasperus  Bassano  adtunc  defunctus  nuper  habuit"(C/<w  Roll,  2466),  and  in  a  subsidy 
roll  of  1597  (142/234)  both  he  and  Edward  Bassano  are  described  as  "  Queen's  men."  On 
z8th  October,  1598,  a  burglary  took  place  at  Jerome's  house  at  Hoxton,  and  he  lost  "a  golde 
cheyne  worth  £24,  a  paire  of  bracelettes  of  golde  worth  £12,  eight  golde  ringes  worth  £40,  unam 
peciam  auri  vocat'  a  Jewell  of  Golde  ad  valenciam  vi"  xiij%  and  £17  in  numbered  money." 
(Middx.  County  Records,  I.  p.  249). 

%  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  32  Eliz.,  Easter.  The  property  had  been  purchased  five  years  previously 
by  Jay  from  Wm.  Marler  (Ibid.,  27-8  Eliz.,  Mich.)  who  seems  to  have  acquired  a  portion  of  it 
from  William  and  Angela  Johns  (Ibid.,  19  Henry  VIII.). 

§The  deed  of  enfeoffment  is  referred  to  in  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  X.,  227/75. 

||  See,  e.g.,  indenture  of  24th  November,  1742,  between  Samuel  May  and  Nich.  Langdon 
(Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1742,  IV.,  18). 

t  Original  will  in  P.C.C. 

**  He  also  refers  to  "  goods,  implements  and  utensils  specified  in  schedule  to  lease  made  to 
tenent,  Mistris  Potts,  widowe,  of  a  messuage  situate  in  Hoxton  and  certain  pictures  being  and  remain- 
ing in  parte  of  Mistris  Potts'house,  in  the  occupation  of  one  Richard  Fenton  :  one  large  picture  of 
fruits,  a  picture  of  Venus  and  Cupid,  a  picture  of  Charitie,  a  picture  of  Marie  Magdelin,  a  great 
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It  will  be  seen  below  that  Noel  also  inherited  a  portion  of  Mill  Field, 
which  had  previously  belonged  to  Edward  Bassano,  and  Noel's  son,  the 
younger  Noel,  was  in  possession  of  both  properties  in  1702.*  The  latter 
certainly  passed  to  Benson,  although  no  deed  of  transfer  can  be  found,  and 
it  seems  more  than  probable  that  the  other  property,  also  in  Benson's  hands, 
was  transferred  at  the  same  time.  Some  confirmation  of  the  suggestion  that 
it  had  been  Bassano  property  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  three  acres 
belonging  to  Featherstonhaugh  are  in  1742  said  to  be  bounded  on  the 
north  by  ground  "  heretofore  of  Bursinoes."  "  Bursinoes  "  may  well  be 
a  corruption  of  "  Bassano."  In  1722  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Samuel 
Benson, f  who  let  out  the  eastern  portion  of  it  described^  as  abutting  south 
on  a  garden  wall  "  now  or  late  of  James  Browne  "  (i.e.,  the  Featherstonhaugh 
property),  and  north  on  ground  of  Alexander  Pitfield,  Esq.  Robert  Benson, 
Samuel's  son,  mortgaged  the  property  at  least  twice,  and  it  is  on  each  occasion 
described^  as  including  a  "  messuage  or  tenement  southward  fronting 
Hoxton  Road  to  the  west,"  as  well  as  a  "  messuage,  tenement  or  mansion 
house."  The  latter  is  probably  the  building  shown  by  Chassereau  on  the 
Kingsland  Road  frontage.  The  interior  of  the  estate  remained  undeveloped 
throughout  the  i8th  century. 

The  remaining  properties  on  the  western  side  of  Hoxton  Street  and 
Hyde  Road  can  be  dealt  with  quite  briefly  as  they  remained  open,  without 
buildings,  down  to  the  end  of  the  i8th  century. 

North  of  the  Benson  estate  on  Chassereau's  Map  is  a  field  marked 
"  Ashley,  Esq."  This,  in  common  with  all  other  properties  with  this 
description, ||  formed  part  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  Pitfield  family, 
which  was  not  included  in  the  original  purchase  of  the  so-called  "  manor  " 
by  Sir  Charles  Pitfield.  It  is  referred  to  in  several  documents  in  practically 
unvarying  terms  as  "  that  piece  or  parcel  of  land,  meadow  or  pasture  some- 
time called  the  Old  or  the  Long  Orchard,  containing  two  acres  .  .  . 
in  Hoxton  .  .  .  abutting  east  on  the  highway  from  London  to  Ware, 
west  on  land  heretofore  of  Robert  Massey,  gent.,  and  north  on  land  heretofore 
of  Noel  Besano."  It  is  now  covered  by  the  buildings  in  Phillip  Street. 

The  field  to  the  west  marked  "  Harvey,  Esq."  is  the  close  of  meadow 
(4  acres)  "  situate  near  Bawmes  house,"  purchased  by  Sir  Chas.  Pitfield  of 
Sir  Edward  Massie,||  son  of  Robert  Massie.  This  now  includes  the  eastern 

picture  of  Jonas,  a  picture  of  Shipps,  a  picture  of  two  friors,  a  picture  of  Ecce  Homo,  a  picture  of  a 
Landskipp,  men  buying  offish,  a  picture  of  a  naked  boye,  and  death's  head,  a  small  picture  of  Vulcan, 
a  picture  of  my  lord  of  Arrundell,  a  picture  of  a  jeweller,  a  picture  of  Hager  and  her  child." 

•  Final  concord  between  Thos.  Southhouse  quer .-  and  Nowel  Bassano  and  Samuel  Crick  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife  (probably  Noel's  sister)  deforc  :  of  7  messuages,  10  gardens,  9  acres  of  meadow 
and  9  acres  of  pasture  in  "  Hoxden  "  (Common  Pitas,  25,  i  Anne,  Mil.).  There  were  no  buildings 
on  Millfield  until  much  later. 

t  Died  1723,  will  dated  gth  July,  1723  (P.C.C.  137,  Richmond). 

J  MiJJ.  Reg.  Mtm/t.,  1723,  III.,  13. 

§  Sec,  e^.,  ItiJ.,  1737,  II.,  450. 

II  See  p  78. 
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side  of  Whitmore  Road,  and  extends  east  to  take  in  the  whole  of  Halcomb 
Street  and  the  west  end  of  Phillip  Street. 

In  the  angle  formed  by  the  Harvey  and  Ashley  properties  are  two 
fields  in  Chassereau's  Map  marked  "  Benson,  Esq.,"  and  "  Bevoir,  Esq." 
Together  these  formed  in  early  times  the  whole  or  part  of  a  field  called 
Millfield.  Among  the  property  settled  by  Richard  Austen  in  1588,  on  his 
son  Thomas,*  were  two  parcels  of  land  and  pasture  of  i\  acres  each,  lying 
in  Millfield,  one  of  them  abutting  north  on  land  of  JohnPhilpot  (i.e.,  Bammes), 
west  on  land  formerly  of  Sir  Humphrey  Starkey,  late  of  Sir  Thomas  "Seymor  " 
and  the  heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Leigh  (i.e.,  the  Harvey  property)  and  east  on 
land  of  Mascall,  the  other  abutting  north  on  land  late  of  the 

prioress  of  "  Halliwell,"  then  of  Sir  Thomas  Leghand  afterwards  of  Mascall, 
and  east  on  the  highway  to  Ware.  These  two  parcels  make  up  the  land 
marked  "  Benson,  Esq.,"  and  the  part  marked  "  Bevoir,  Esq.,"  obviously 
corresponds  with  the  Holywell  Priory  property. 

On  i  yth  January,  1593-4,  Thomas  Austen  soldf  the  two  parcels,  then 
combined  into  one  parcel  described  as  abutting  east  on  the  highway,  west 
upon  the  lands  of  Lady  Bond  (i.e.,  heirs  of  Sir  Thos.  Leigh)  and  north  on  the 
lands  late  of  John  Mascall  (i.e.,  Holywell  Priory  property)  to  Edward  Bassano. 
From  the  description  of  the  Long  Orchard  given  above,  it  is  evident  that 
it  descended  to  Noel  Bassano,  whose  son,  Noel,  was  in  possession  in  1702.^: 
It  was  in  the  hands  of  Samuel  Benson  at  his  death  in  1723,  but  it  has  not 
been  discovered  how  he  acquired  it. 

Among  the  lands  belonging  to  the  priory  of  Holywell,  which  were 
acquired  by  Sir  Thomas  Legh,  were  four  acres  in  Millfield  at  the  High 
Elms.  Together  with  Fairfield  and  the  field  lying  between  the  latter  and 
Dame  Agnes  A  Clare,  it  passed  successively  into  the  hands  of  John  Mascall 
and  Dorothy,  his  wife,  and  Randolph  Crewe.§  What  happened  to  it 
at  Crewe's  death  is  unknown,  but  when  the  manor  of  Bammes  was 
purchased  by  Richard  de  Beauvoir  in  January,  1 686-7, II  tne  ''st  °f  fields 
includes  "  all  that  ground  or  close  called  the  '  Further  Four  Acres  alias 
Millfield,'  conteyning  fourc  acres  and  one  rood." 

Canal  Road  now  runs  along  the  middle  of  Millfield,  but  the  old  name 
is  still  recalled  by  Mill  Row,  the  houses  in  which  practically  cover  the  site  of 
the  southern  of  the  two  parcels  belonging  to  Bassano. 

The  mortgage  by  William  Merrett  to  Paul  Pope  of  ist  July,  1558, 
has  already  been  mentioned.^  It  included  "  one  close  in  Hoxton  conteyning 

*  See  p.  66. 

t  Close  Roll,  1470. 

j  See  p.  70. 

§  See  indenture,  dated  5 th  October,  i62-j(Close  Roll,  2714)  between  Thos.  KempeaW Randolph 
Crewe,  etc.,  concerning  three-fourths  of  a  "  close  of  land  conteyning  .  .  .  foure  acres  .  .  . 
lying  in  a  certen  feild  called  Mill  Feild  in  Hoggesdon  .  .  .  sometimes  in  the  tenure  or  occupa- 
tion of  William  Rolfe  .  .  .  and  now  or  late  in  that  of  Thomas  Coates."  The  other  fourth 
part  was  purchased  in  1634  from  Anne  Suthes  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd,,  10  Chas.  I.,  Easter). 

||  Close  Roll,  4655. 

t  See  p.  64. 

71 


SHOREDITCH 


Semer. 


.  .  .  foure  acres  of  land  .  .  .  lyinge  at  Bammes  gate  and  abuttethe 
on  the  lane  called  Bammes  lane  [Whitmore  Road]  on  the  est  parte,  uppon 
the  landes  of  John  Jermyn,  monyer,  on  the  west,  uppon  the  landes  of  the 
Lord  North  on  the  north  .  .  .  and  uppon  the  lane  called  Hyde  Lane 
on  the  south."  It  was  sold  by  Richard  Merrett  to  George  Whitmore  on 
25th  January,  1630-1,*  and  so  came,  with  the  manor  of  Bammes,  to 
Richard  de  Beauvoir.f  It  is  marked  on  Chassereau's  Map  as  "  Bevoir,  Esq." 
Of  the  remaining  field  marked  "  Ashley,  Esq.,"  nothing  is  known. 

(iii)  Hoxton  to  the  west  of  Hoxton  Street. 

In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  the  greater  part  of  Hoxton  west  of  Hoxton 
Street  was  included  in  three  estates,  belonging  respectively  to  Sir  Thomas 
Leigh,  Sir  Valentine  Browne  and  the  Haryong  family. 

The  first  had,  a  century  before,  been  in  the  possession  of  Sir 
Humphrey  StarkeyJ,  who,  at  his  death  in  1486,  is  said  to  have  owned 
3  messuages,  100  acres  of  land,  40  acres  of  meadow  and  10  acres  of  pasture 
in  Shoreditch,  held  of  the  bishop  of  London. §.  He  left  four  daughters,]] 
by  whom  the  estate  (or  the  greater  portion  of  it)  was  sold  to  Sir  Thomas 
Semer  in  1 525-6. ^J 

Semer  died  in  1535**  and  in  1538  the  property  was  transferredff  from 
his  son,  Thomas,  to  Edward  Elrington  and  Grace  his  wife.  In  1553-4 
Elrington  sold^  it  (or  a  part  of  it)  to  Thomas  (afterwards  Sir  Thomas) 
Leigh,§§  and  on  the  latter's  death  on  iyth  November,  1571,  he  was  found  to 

•  Close  Roll,  2849. 

t  It  is  probably  included  in  the  list  of  fields  sold  to  De  Beauvoir  in  1687  under  the  description 
of"  all  that  ground  or  close  called  the  Hither  Fourc  Acres,  contcyning  five  acres  or  thereabouts." 

$  Buried  in  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch  (p.  97). 

§  Inf.  P.M.  on  Isabella,  his  widow,  in  Exch.  Inqq.  464/1. 

||  Katherine,  wife  of  John  Goodwin;  Elizabeth,  who  married  (i)  And.  Edmonds,  and  (2)  Sir 
John  Williams;  Emma,  wife  of  Henry  Torell ;  and  Anne,  wife  of  Sir  John  Rainsforth. 

|f  Final  concord  between  Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  Robt.  Dormer  and  Wm.  Walsingham  quer : 
and  Sir  John  Raynesford,  Henry  Torill,  John  Williams  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  and  John  Goodwyn 
and  Katherine  his  wife,  Jeforc  :  concerning  6  messuages,  40  acres  of  land,  10  acres  of  meadow,  40 
acres  of  pasture,  6  acres  of  wood  and  10  acres  of  moor,  in  Shoreditch,  Hoiton  and  Finsbury  (Fetl 
of  Fines,  MiJJ.,  17-20  Henry  VIII.). 

••  Also  buried  in  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch  (p.  97). 

ft  See  final  concord  re  the  manors  of  Wyddington,  Clopton  and  other  places,  as  well  as 
6  messuages,  200  acres  of  land,  40  acres  of  meadow,  24  acres  of  pasture,  20  acres  of  furze  and  a  brewery 
in  Hoxton  (Feet  of  Fines,  Divers  Counties,  Henry  VIII.). 

Jt  Ft**  of  Fines,  MiJJ.,  i  Mary,  Trin.  It  is  described  as  6  messuages,  24  acre,  of  land,  8  acres 
of  meadow  and  20  acres  of  pasture  in  Shoreditch  and  Hoiton.  It  was,  therefore,  only  a  portion  of 
Elrington's  property,  unless,  as  seems  quite  likely,  the  document  marks  a  return  to  sober  figures. 
Those  given  in  the  fine  of  1538  represent  more  than  the  whole  of  Hoiton  west  of  Hoxton  Street — 
a  sheer  impossibility. 

$§  Thomas  Leigh  (not  to  be  confused  with  his  contemporary  Thomas  Lcgh,  the  inquisitor, 
who  also  held  a  large  estate  in  Shoreditch  (see  p."  17),  was  born  about  1504.  Having  served  hi« 
apprenticeship  to  Sir  Thomas  Semer,  he  was  admitted  a  freeman  of  the  Mercers'  Company  in 
1 526.  As  a  merchant  of  the  Staple  he  assisted  the  Treasury,  Thomas  Cromwell  and  others  in  various 
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have  been  possessed  of  a  capital  messuage  and  chief  mansion  house  in 
"  Hogeston  "  in  his  own  tenure,  all  houses,  barns,  yards,  etc.,  to  the  said 
capital  messuage  belonging,  a  garden,  orchard,  and  little  close  in  Hoxton 
called  The  Pingle,  as  well  as  a  messuage  and  farmhouse  in  Hoxton,  and 
all  houses,  gardens,  etc.,  thereto  belonging.* 

On  I4th  January,  1585-6,1  Sir  Thomas's  widow  agreed  to  convey  the 
property  to  trustees  for  the  use  after  her  death  of  her  daughter,  Winifred 
Bond,^  and  in  1623  Thomas  Bond,  one  of  the  sons  of  Lady  Winifred,  sold§ 
it  to  Christopher  Hewer  and  Thomas,  his  son.  The  elder  Hewer  died  on 
2gth  July,  1625,  and  on  26th  February,  1625-6,  Thomas  also  died.  The 
inquisition||  taken  on  the  latter's  property  gives  a  full  description  of  the 
estate.  It  contained  : — • 

(i)  A  capital  messuage,  with  chapel  adjoining,  lately  in  the  tenure  and  occupation  of 
Winifred,  Lady  Bond,  widow. 

(ii)  A  close  of  meadow  and  pasture  called  The  Pingle  (l  acre)  on  the  west  side  of  the 
messuage. 

(iii)  A  close  of  land  commonly  called  Brick  Close  (6J  acres)  abutting  on  the  north  side 
on  the  brick  wall  of  the  garden  of  the  capital  messuage,  on  Hoxton  Street  east,  Old  Street 
south,  and  the  field  called  Pitfield  west. 

(iv)  A  close  of  land  called  Pale  Close  (4  acres)  on  the  west  side  of  the  capital  messuage, 
(v)  A  close  of  meadow  and  pasture  (10  acres)  on  the  west  side  of  the  Pingle  and  Palecroft. 
(vi)  A  messuage  formerly  in  tenure  of  Margaret  Burton,  lately  of  Christopher  Hewer 

and  then  of Dashe. 

(vii)  Four  cottages, 
(viii)  Six  acres  in  the  common  field, 
(ix)  Four  acres  of  land. 

(x)  A  field  called  Pitfield  (10  acres,  68  perches)  then  or  late  in  the  tenure  of Skingell, 

abutting  on  Brick  Close,  east,  and  Old  Street,  south. 

The  property  was  said  to  be  held  of  the  bishop  of  London,  and  the 
next  heir  was  John  Massie,  son  of  Jane,  only  daughter  of  Christopher  Hewer. 
From  John  it  passed  to  Robert  Massie,  and  on  the  latter's  death,  to  his  son 
Edward,  afterwards  Sir  Edward  Massie,  who  disposed  of  the  property  in 
two  lots.  On  27th  April,  1677,  he  sold^j  to  Isaac  Honywood  (a)  the  "  great 
messuage  or  tenement  "  formerly  in  tenure  of  William  Dash,  and  then 
divided  into  three;  (£)  Pale  Field,  Pitfield,  and  Long  Field,  all  adjoining  one 

financial  transactions.  He  was  warden  of  his  company  in  1544  and  1552  and  master  in  1554, 
1558  and  1564.  In  October,  1552,  he  was  elected  alderman  of  Castle  Baynard  Ward,  but,  later, 
removed  to  Coleman  Street  Ward,  which  he  represented  until  his  death.  In  1555  he  was  sheriff 
and  in  1558  mayor,  being  knighted  during  his  mayoralty.  He  was  buried  in  Mercers'  Chapel. 

*  Fry's  Abstracts  of  Inquisitlones  Post  Mortem,  II.,  pp.  335-6. 

f  Indenture  between  Dame  Alice  Leigh  and  Henry  Anderson  and  Augustine  Fulke  (Close 
Roll,  1225). 

%  Wife  of  George  (afterwards  Sir  George)  Bond,  sheriff  1 578-9,  mayor  1 587-8,  master  of 
Haberdashers'  Company  in  same  year,  died  1592.  The  Journals  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
contain  the  note  :  "  3Oth  January,  1591.  Dame  Winifred,  wife  of  Sir  George  Bonde,  knight,  asks 
"  to  have  a  pipe  the  size  of  a  swan  quill  from  the  conduit  head  at  Isledon  to  her  house  at  Hoggesdon  " 
(Norman  Moore's  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  II.,  p.  290). 

§  Indenture,  dated  nth  July,  1623  (Close  Roll,  2556). 

||  Inf.  Post  Mortem,  492/77. 

^f  Copy  of  deed  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

73 


Bond. 


Massie. 


SHOREDITCH 


another  and  containing  28  acres.  Long  Field  is  obviously  the  name  of  the 
lo-acre  close  mentioned  above.  The  Pingle  also  seems  to  have  been  included. 

On  1 2th  November,  1679,  Massie  sold  the  capital  messuage  and  a 
field  answering  the  description  of  Brick  Close  (and  perhaps  some  other 
portions  of  the  property*)  to  Katherine  Austen,  from  whom  the  premises 
passed  successively  to  her  son  Thomas  and  grandson  John.  It  will  be  con- 
venient to  deal  with  the  Austen  portion  of  the  property  first. 

On  5th  April,  1704,  John  Austen  sold  the  capital  messuage  to  Dr.  Daniel 
Williams,t  the  founder  of  the  Dr.  Williams'  Charity.  From  plans  in  the 
possession  of  the  trustees  of  that  charity  the  site  of  the  house  and  appurte- 
nances can  be  easily  identified,  within  the  angle  formed  by  Hoxton  Street 
and  Fanshaw  Street,  extending  as  far  as  the  eastern  side  of  Short  Street  on 
the  west,  while  its  eastern  boundary  lay  about  70  feet  from  Hoxton  Street. 

No  mention  of  Brick  Close  by  that  name  has  been  found  later  than  the 
inquisition  on  Thos.  Hewer  in  1627.  From  the  description  of  its  situation 
as  lying  along  Hoxton  Street  from  the  capital  messuage  to  Old  Street, 
however,  it  is  clearly  to  be  identified  with  the  field  known  at  the  beginning 
of  the  i8th  century  as  Church  Field.^  The  southern  portion  of  this  field, 
extending  from  about  115  feet  north  of  Hoxton  Square,  §  was  on  October  n>th, 
1683!!  let  on  lease  to  Samuel  (afterwards  Sir  Samuel)  Blewitt  and  Robert 
Hackshaw.  The  freehold  continued  in  the  Austen  family  until  1730,  when 
Sir  John  Austen  sold^J  to  Israel  Wilkes  the  younger**  over  100  houses, 
including  a  Nonconformist  chapel  and  The  London  Apprentice,  all  described 
as  "  in  or  near  Hoxton  Square,  Hoxton  Street  and  King  Street." 

*  A  copy  of  the  deed  (which  is  referred  to  in  a  schedule  attached  to  the  indenture  of  1703) 
has  not  been  discovered. 

t  Daniel  Williams,  D.D.,  was  bom,  probably,  in  1643,  at  or  near  Wrexham.  About  1664 
he  became  chaplain  to  the  Countess  of  Meath,  serving  at  Drogheda  until  1667,  when  he  was  called 
to  the  congregation  of  Wood  Street,  Dublin.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  ecclesiastical  affairs 
of  that  city  and,  in  1687,  found  it  necessary  to  remove  to  London,  where  he  was  almost  immediately 
appointed  minister  of  the  prcsbyterian  congregation  at  Hand  Alley,  Bishopsgate,  and  became  one 
of  the  leaden  of  the  Dissenters.  He  supported  the  revolution  of  1688  and  subsequently  his  knowledge 
proved  useful  to  William  III.  in  the  conduct  of  Irish  affairs.  He  died  at  Hoxton,  on  z6th  January, 
1715-16,  and  was  buried  in  Bunhill  Fields,  leaving  the  bulk  of  his  property  (about  £50,000)  to 
charitable  purposes.  The  chief  of  these  was  the  famous  library  which  bears  his  name. 

$  Premises  in  Hoxton  Square,  north  of  Hoxton  Square,  and  between  Hoxton  Street  and 
Hoxton  Square,  are  described  as  being  on  the  site  of  Church  Field. 

$  The  parcel  of  ground,  60  feet  east  to  west  and  115  feet  north  to  south,  fronting  south  on 
Hoxton  Square  and  abutting  east  on  Samuel  Blewitt's  house  was  included  in  the  lease  (Assignment 
from  Fleanor  Higgins  to  Wm.  Allen,  Middx.  Keg.  Af«rA  (1715,  V.,  67).  The  property  lying  on 
the  north  side  of  the  eastern  extremity  of  James  Street  (Boot  Street)  is  said  to  be  bounded  on  the 
cast  by  ground  Lite  belonging  to  Katherine  Austen  and  let  on  lease  to  Blewitt  and  Hackshaw  (see 
P-  ?$)• 

||  See,  e.g.,  assignment  from  Robert  Hackshaw  to  Jas.  Ward,  7th  June,  1721  (MiJJr.  Reg. 
Mem/i.,  1721,  I.,  102). 

T  MiJJx.  Kegy.  Memli.,  1730,  III.,  90-1. 

*•  Father  of  the  notorious  John  Wilkes.  It  thus  appears  that  the  statement  that  Israel  Wilkes 
obtained  Hoxton  Square  as  "  part  of  the  dowry  brought  him  by  his  rich  wife  "  (Wheatley  and 
Cunningham,  Lout/on  Pan  and  Present)  is  not  accurate. 
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We  now  return  to  that  part  of  the  Leigh  estate  which  Sir  Edward 
Massie  sold  to  Isaac  Honeywood  in  1677.  On  nth  February,  1683-4,  the 
latter  let  Pitfield  in  four  portions  to  Anthony  Ball  and  John  Brown  on  a 
goo  years'  lease  for  building.  Three  of  the  parcels  were  described  as  :  (i)  320 
feet  on  the  south  fronting  Old  Street,  352  feet  on  the  north  abutting  on 
parcel  (ii),  236  feet  at  the  west  end  "  on  land  lately  belonging  to  Alexander 

Pitfeild  and  now  or  formerly  used  as  a  laystall,"  and  222  feet  at  the  east 
end  on  parcel  (Hi)*;  (ii)  352  feet  on  the  south  abutting  on  parcel  (i),  386  feet 
on  the  north  abutting  "  on  the  ditch  next  and  between  the  said  close 

('  Pittfeild  ')  and  another  field  called  Longfeild,"  200  feet  at  the  west  end 
on  lands  now  or  late  belonging  to  Alexander  Pitfeild,"  225  feet  at  the  east 
end  on  parcel  (iv)f;  (iii)  fronting  southwards  on  Old  Street,  334  feet  on  the 
north  abutting  on  parcel  (iv),  222  feet  at  the  west  end  on  parcel  (i),  and  168  feet 
at  the  east  end  "  on  a  feild  or  close  or  peice  of  ground  lately  belonging  to 

Catherine  Austen  and  then  or  then  late  lett  by  lease  unto  Samuel  Blewett 

and  Robert  Hackshaw  and  intended  to  be  built  on."|  Full  details  of 
the  fourth  parcel  are  lacking,  but  it  included  a  portion  on  the  north  side  of 
Queen  Street  (now  Coronet  Street)  with  depths  of  91  feet  and  87^  feet  on  the 
west  and  east  sides  respectively.§  This  evidently  represented  the  northern- 
most extension  of  Pitfield,  as  the  land  further  north  is  said  to  have  belonged 
to  Katherine  Austen.  From  the  above  particulars,  and  with  the  knowledge 
that  the  land  "  formerly  belonging  to  Alexander  Pitfeild  "  was  Laysterne 
Field,  represented  in  Chassereau's  Map  by  the  six-acre  field  marked  "  Ashley 
Esq., "||  the  boundaries  of  Pitfield  can  be  identified  as— on  the  west  the 
rear  of  the  premises  in  Baches  Street  and  Henson  Street;  south,  Old  Street; 
north,  the  line  dividing  premises  in  Charles  Square^}  from  those  in  Great 
Chart  Street,  continued  east  of  Pitfield  Street  approximately  90  feet  north 
of  Coronet  Street;  east,  the  centre  of  Coronet  Street  extended  to  meet  the 
northern  boundary.  Parcels  (i)  and  (ii)  were  divided  from  (iii)  and  (iv)  by 
the  centre  of  Pitfield  Street.**  Ball  and  Brown,  the  owners  of  the  long  lease, 

*  Particulars  taken  from,  inter  alia,  Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  I7i2,  III.,  88. 

f  Particulars  taken  from,  inter  alia,  Ibid.,  1729,  II.,  116-17 

^  Particulars  taken  from,  inter  alia,  Ibid.,  1720,  I.,  209. 

§  Middx.  Regy.  Memls.,  1721,  VI.,  8. 

||  See  p.  87. 

^f  Charles  Square  is  said  by  Ellis  (History  of  Shoreditr.h,  p.  120)  to  have  been  built  in  1684  by 
a  Mr.  Charles.  It  is  a  fact  that  William  Charles  was  a  sublessee  of  Charles  Hills,  in  turn  a  sublessee 
of  Bail  and  Brown.  The  sublease  to  Charles,  however,  dated  2jrd  March,  1684-5,  referred  to  only 
one  plot  in  the  square(see  p.  151),  and  the  reference  to  the  plot  as  "  a  parcel  of  ground  scituate  in  a  new 
intended  square  called  Charles  Square  "  (quotation  from  sublease  in  Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1714, 
I.,  139)  renders  Ellis's  statement  very  unlikely.  The  occurrence  of  the  names  Charles  Square, 
James  Street  (now  Boot  Street),  King  Street  (now  Rufus  Street),  Queen  Street  and  Crown  Street 
(both  now  Coronet  Street),  all  in  the  same  locality,  point  to  quite  a  different  origin. 

:*  From  the  above  history  it  will  be  evident  that  the  theory  that  this  street  derives  its  name  from 
Sir  Chas.  Pitfield,  owner  of  one  of  the  other  two  large  estates  in  Hoxton  (see  p.  77),  is  erroneous, 
and  that  the  name  really  recalls  the  fact  that  it  was  formed  on  the  site  of  a  field  which  was  known 
as  Pitfield  long  before  the  time  of  Sir  Charles. 
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endeavoured  to  establish  a  market  on  their  property,  and  on  lyth  January, 
1687-8,  obtained  a  licence  to  hold  two  markets  a  week  "  apud  Pitfeild  prope 
Hogsden,"  namely,  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  for  the  buying  and  selling 
of  all  kinds  of  flesh,  fish  and  other  provisions.*  The  project  seems  to  have 
fallen  through,  and  several  references  occur  to  "  a  parcel!  of  ground  lately 
"  used  or  intended  to  be  used  for  a  markett  place  called  Hogsden  Markett, 
'  but  since  converted  into  a  square."f  This  is  the  origin  of  the  square  still 
called  Hoxton  Market. 

On  ijth  June,  1690,  Isaac  Honeywood  conveyed  to  Sir  Peter  Daniel 
and  others,  as  trustees  of  the  Haberdashers'  Company,  (i)  the  messuage  of 
William  Dash  (then  made  into  three  messuages),  (ii)  Pale  Field,  and  (iii)  Long 
Field,  all  abutting  east  on  land  and  houses  of  Mr.  Blewitt  (i.e.,  Church  Field), 
north  on  a  footway  leading  to  Pimlico,  and  south  on  new  buildings  in  Pitfield 
Street.  $  With  the  exception  of  the  hospital  and  charity  school,  §  the  estate 
lay  practically  uncovered  with  buildings  until  the  beginning  of  the  igth 
century,  the  first  building  lease,  comprising  the  site  of  Haberdashers'  Place, 
Aske  Terrace  and  Haberdashers'  Street,  being  granted  in  1802.  The  general 
position  of  the  estate  is  clearly  shown  on  Chassereau's  Map  (Plate  i). 
Except  in  a  few  unimportant  details,  its  boundaries  are  formed  by  East  Road, 
Bevenden  Street,  Pimlico  Walk,  Short  Street,  the  rear  of  the  premises  on 
the  southern  side  of  Ashford  Street,  Pitfield  Street  and  the  rear  of  the  premises 
on  the  southern  side  of  Great  Chart  Street  and  of  Styman  Street. 

We  now  come  to  the  estate  of  Sir  Valentine  Browne.l|  The  source 
whence,*[f  and  the  date  on  which,  Sir  Valentine  obtained  it  are  not  known,  but 
as  he  is  described  as  "  of  Hoxton  "  in  an  indenture  of  2oth  September,  1575,** 
with  Thos.  Croker,  the  presumption  is  that  he  was  then  in  occupation.  A 
letter  from  him,  addressed  to  Secretary  Walsingham,  and  written  from 
"  Hoggesdon,"  is  dated  1  2th  August,  1583.-^  He  died  on  I5th  February, 
1588-9,  leaving  "  a  capital  messuage  with  appurtenances  situated  .  .  . 

•  Patent  Roll,  3300. 

t  See*.£.,  Middx.  Reg.  Mis.,  1717,  II.,  204. 

$  Endowed  Charities  (County  of  London),  III.,  398. 

S  See  p.  141. 

||  Sir  Valentine  Browne,  of  Totteridge,  Crofts  and  Hoxton,  was  constable-warden,  victualler 
and  treasurer  of  Berwick.  Became  auditor-general  of  Ireland.  Obtained  by  purchase  and  patent  the 
large  estates  in  Ireland  of  Donald,  earl  of  Glencare.  On  his  death  in  1  588-9  his  eldest  son  Valentine 
succeeded  to  his  property  in  England  while  his  second  son,  Nicholas,  took  the  Irish  estates  and  was 
the  ancestor  of  the  earls  of  Kcnmare. 

\  It  seems  very  likely  that  the  estate  was  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  in  the  ownership  of  Sir 
William  Bowyer,  mayor  of  London  in  1543-4.  By  his  will,  dated  28th  March,  1544,  he  left  his 
house  and  knds  in  Hotton  to  his  wife  for  life,  and  afterwards  to  his  daughters  Elizabeth  and 
"  Annes  "  Turner,  with  reversion  to  his  sons  John,  William  and  Henry  Turner.  The  property 
can  be  traced  to  1  557,  when  it  was  sold  (as  2  messuages,  2  gardens,  2  orchards,  40  acres  of  land  and 
60  acres  of  pasture  in  Hoiton)  by  Francis  Chaloncr  and  Agnes,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Bowyer,  and 
John  Turner  alias  Bowycr  to  John  Thomas  and  others  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  4-5  Ph.  &  Mary, 
Mich.).  No  connection  between  Thomas  and  Browne  has  been  found. 

**  Close  Roil,  977. 

tf  Calendar  of  State  Pafers  (Domestic),  Edw.  VI.—  Jas.  I.,  Addenda,  XXVIII.,  26. 
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in    Hoggesdon    alias    Hockstone."*     Sir    Valentine,    his    son,    died    on 
8th  April,  i6o8.f 

On  2oth  March,  1612-13,  Thomas  Nurse  sold  to  William  Johnson J 

"  all  that  mansion  house  or  capitall  mesuage  with  appurtenances,  scituate 

"  in  Hoxstonne  alias  Hogsdonne     .     .     .     sometymes  in  the  tenure     .     .     . 

of  Sir  Nicholas  Browne     .     .     .     that  ys  to  say  the  mansion  house  or 

capitall  mesuage,  the  moate,  garden,  courte  yarde  and  all  other  the  voyd 

roomes,  voyd  groundes  and  other  edifices  and  buyldings  whatsoever,  as 

'  well  without  as  within  the  compasse  of  the  said  moate  in  as  large  and 

'  ample  manner  as  Sir  Valentine  Browne,  knighte,  now  deceased,  and  the 

said  Sir  Nicholas  Browne     .     .     .     enjoyed  the  same."     Included  were 

an  orchard,  adjoining  the  moat,  walled  about  "  partly  with  bricke  and  partly 

'  with  a  wall  of  loome,"  a  barn  or  stable  with  brickwalls,  a  yard  adjoining 

the  barn  in  the  rear,  "  and  all  and  every  the  edifices  and  buyldings  of  one 

gatehouse  of  tymber  at  the  north  end  of  the  said  barne  or  stable  without 

'  the  moate,  which  barne  or  gatehouse  are  adjoyning  to  the  Kinges  highway 

'  there."     The  property  afterwards  came  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Anthony 

Roper,  at  whose  death,  on  I2th  January,  1634-5,  it  was  found§  to  consist  of 

two  messuages  and  divers  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  containing 

by  estimation  60  acres  at  "  Hoxton  alias  Hoggesdon,"  lately  purchased  from 

Sir  Valentine  Browne  and  William  Johnson,  and  held  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter 

of  St.  Paul's  as  of  their  prebend  of  Eald   Street.     On  22nd  July,   1648, 

Henry  Roper,  brother  of  Sir  Anthony,  sold  the  estate  to  Charles  (afterwards 

Sir  Charles)  Pitfield.     It  was  said||  to  comprise  : — 

(i)  The  capital  messuage  "  sometymes  in  the  occupacion  of  Joshua  Hill  and  now  or 
"  late  of  John  Brewer,"  and  all  the  tenements,  houses,  barns,  gardens,  orchards,  etc.,  thereto 
belonging,  within  and  without  the  moat. 

(ii)  A  close  called  Place  Field  (12  acres), 
(iii)  A  close  called  Gore  Close  (8  acres), 
(iv)  A  close  called  Abraham  alias  Apron  Field  (16  acres), 
(v)  A  close  called  Pares  Field  (12  acres), 
(vi)  Three  closes  called  Guyers  Field,  Bottom  Field  and  Bull  Field  (31  acres). 

In  1652,  when  the  mansion  house  was  occupied  by  Paul  Tracy  in  virtue 
of  a  sub-lease  made  by  Hill,  a  disastrous  fire  destroyed  great  part  of  it.  As 
a  result  it  lay  waste  for  two  years,  while  the  moat,  being  unprotected,  was  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  community,  one  man  being  actually  drowned  in  it.^J 
Sir  Charles  Pitfield  died  in  1680,**  and  his  son  Alexander  succeeded  to  the 

*  Inqq.  Post  Mortem,  for  Lincolnshire.  His  will  (P.C.C.,  35,  Leicester)  mentions  certain 
"  specialtyes  "  in  his  "  cupborde  in  the  studye  at  Hogsdon." 

t  Ibid.,  znd  series  (Chancery)  314/133. 

j  Close  Roll,  2154. 

§  Inq .  P.  M.,  2nd  series  (Chancery),  766/64. 

||  Close  Roll,  3410. 

^1  Chancery  Proceedings,  Hamilton,  C.  VII.,  666/47. 

**  In  his  will  (P.C.C.,  132,  Bath)  he  desired  to  be  buried  at  a  cost  of  £100  in  the  parish 
church  of  Shoreditch.  The  vault  made  by  him  (containing  the  bodies  of  his  "  last  beloved  wife  " 
and  daughter)  under  the  east  and  north  chancel  windows  was  to  be  reserved  to  his  house  and  family. 
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property.  A  list  of  the  rooms,  etc.,  in  the  capital  messuage  "  late  the 
"  dwelling  house  of  Sir  Charles  Pitfield  "  is  extant,*  from  which  the 
character  of  the  house  at  this  time  can  be  gathered. 

On  Alexander's  death,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson  Charles,  the 
only  son  of  Charles  Pitfield,  the  elder,  who  had  died  before  his  father, 
leaving  debts  which  for  some  time  were  a  heavy  burden  on  the  estate.  On 
1 5th  January,  1736,  Charles  the  younger  made  a  settlement  of,  inter  alia, 
'  all  that  the  manor  or  reputed  manor  of  Hoxton  alias  Hoggesdon."  It 
comprised  : — 

(i)  The  capital  messuage  then  in  occupation  of  Paul  Hensch. 

(ii)  Farmhouse  with  barns,  cowhouses,  etc. 

(iii)  Plsce  Field  or  Plane  Field  (12  acres). 

(iv)  Gyers  Close  or  The  Eight  Acres  (8  acres). 

(v)  Abraham  alias  Apram  Field  (16  acres). 

(vi)  Bottom  Field  and  Bulls  Field  (17  acres). 

(vii)  The  Fourteen  Acres  (14  acres), 
(viii)  Pax  Field  or  Pars  Field  (12  acres). 

(ix)  Five  acres  in  the  common  field. 

(x)  A  close  of  meadow  or  pasture  (4  acres)f  "  scituate  near  Bawmes  house,"  purchased 
by  Sir  Chas.  Pitfield  of  Sir  Edward  Massey,  and  two  acres  adjoining. 

(xi)  Crane  Field  "  two  acres  whereof  have  been  lately  turned  into  garden  ground 

"  and  on  them  have  been  built  lately  three  messuages  or  tenements  now  or  late  in  the  several 
"  tenures  of  Captain  Smith,  Mr.  Capell  and  Mr.  Sallce,  and  with  the  said  Cranefield,  are 
"  walled  in  and  in  lease  to  Ralph  Harwood,  Esq." 

(xii)  A  dose  of  meadow  (3  acres), 
(xiii)  A  number  of  houses. 

Charles  Pitfield  died  in  1740,  leaving  his  property  to  his  two  daughters, 
Winifred  and  Mary  (afterwards  Mary  Sturt^:).  Fields  (ii)  to  (viii)  and 
(x)  can  be  identified  with  those  indicated  on  Chassereau's  Map  of  1745  as 
"  Harvey,  Esq.,"§  while  Crane  Field  (xi)  is  the  field  marked  "  Harwood, 
Esq.,"  south  of  Hide  Lane. 


•  In    the   lease,   dated    22nd    April,    1686,    by   Alexander    Pitfield    to   Ann    and     Sarah 
Thacham,  preserved  at  the  Shoreditch  Public  Library.    The  list  included  :  "  The  little  parlor, 
clossett  next  the  garden,  dark  clossett  by  the  dore,  greate  parlor,  passage  between  the  two  parlors, 
hall,    pantry    by   the  hall,  the  greate  stairs  at  the  south  end   of  the  entry,  buttery   by  the 
little  parlor,  cellar,  kitchin,  washhousc,  brewhousc,  greate  chamber,  the  next  chamber,  house 
of  office  at  the  end  of  the  gallery,  nursery,  chamber  part  over  hall  and  entry  room  up  two  paires 
of  staircs  towards  the  streete,  greate  yard  with  a  cistern,  stable  and  coachhouse,  courtyard  before 
the  house,  a  banquetting  house  in  the  garden,  little  yard  adjoining  the  greate  yard,  posts  and  rails 
"  in  the  street  before  the  house." 

t  The  four  acres  referred  to  in  the  inquisition  on  Thos.  Hewer  (p.  73).  They  were  on  the 
east  side  of  Hoxton  Street  (p.  70). 

J  By  the  death  of  Winifred,  Mary  became  sole  heiress.  She  married  (1756)  Humphrey 
Sturt,  and  their  descendant,  Lord  Alington,  was  still  in  possession  of  all  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
combined  Pitfield  estates  in  Hoxton  when  these  were  submitted  to  public  auction  in  1917. 

§  Dorothy,  Charles's  widow  and  one  of  his  executors,  married  the  Hon.  Felton  Harvey.  The 
other  executor  was  Charles's  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Winifred  Ashley,  and  the  fields  marked  "  Ashley, 
Eiq."  in  Chassereau's  Map  represent  other  portions  of  the  Pitfield  property  which  had  not  formed 
pert  of  the  original  purchase  by  Sir  Charles. 
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The  site  of  Pitfield's  mansion  cannot  be  precisely  identified.  A  list 
of  occupiers  in  1683*  shows  Alexander  "  Pittfeild  "  as  occupying  a  house  at 
the  northern  extremity  of -the  west  side  of  Hoxton  Street,  and  the  Hearth 
Tax  Rolls  for  i666f  indicate  that  the  house  of  "  Chas.  Pitfeild,  Esq." 
(containing  13  hearths)  was  five  houses  north  of  The  White  Houses.  A 
portion  of  these  latter  premises  was  sold  in  1762  to  George  Brigenshaw  and 
was  then  described  as  being  on  the  north  side  of  Constable's  Alley+~  (now 
Hobb's  Place).  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  only  building  which  can 
possibly  represent  the  Pitfield  house  in  Chassereau  is  that  situated^  on  the 
western  corner  of  Hide  Lane  (Hyde  Road)  and  the  Path  to  Sir  Geo.  Whitmore's 
(St.  John's  Road). 

It  will  have  been  seen  that  the  above-mentioned  property  was  described 
as  "  the  manor  or  reputed  manor  "  of  Hoxton.  It  certainly,  however,  was 
not  the  manor  of  Hoxton,  and,  indeed,  appears  not  to  have  been  a  manor 
at  all.  A  detailed  account  of  Hoxton  Manor  would  be  out  of  place  in  this 
volume,  since  it  was  situated  within  the  parish  of  Hackney.  Having  regard, 
however,  to  its  name  and  to  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  it  seems  at  some  time 
to  have  been  included  in  the  parish  of  Shoreditch,||  a  short  sketch  of  its 
history  is  here  given. 

Theearliest  definite  mention  of  it  that  has  been  traced  is  in  an  indenture,^ 

dated  6th  October,  1351,  of  a  lease  by  Sir  John  "  de  la  Aspale  "  to  Thomas 

Harewold  of  "  tout  son  manoir  de  Hoggeston  one  les  appurtenances  en  la 

'  paroche  de  Hakeneye."     It  had  apparently  been  purchased  with  other 

property  by  Robert  de  Aspale  in  1305-6  from  John  and  Maud  Birtecurte.** 

Sir  John  died  on  28th  September,  I355,ff  and  the  next  reference  to  the 
manor  occurs  in  1370-1,  when  it  is  found  in  the  hands  of  Elizabeth  de  Aspale,^ 
his  widow.  An  indenture,  dated  29th  October,  1372,$$  shows  that  the  manor 
of  "  Hoggeston,"  and  other  premises,  all  of  which  had  been  leased  to  the 

*  Holborn  and  Finsiury  Sewer  Presentments  (in  possession  of  the  London  County  Council). 

f  Subsidy  Roll,   252/32. 

£  Which  derives  its  name  apparently  from  Nicholas  Constable,  mentioned  in  transfer  from 
Anne  Chelsham's  trustees  to  Alex.  Pitfield  on  26th  May,  1691  (Close  Roll,  4740)  as  "  now  or  late  " 
in  occupation  of  one  of  the  houses  and  shown  in  occupation  on  the  Hearth  Tax  Roll  of  1672. 

§  Ellis  (History  of  SAoreditch,  p.  74)  in  1798  refers  to  the  house  as  "  a  large  red  brick  house 
"  .  .  .  .  long  since  demolished."  It  was  apparently  still  in  existence  in  1748  (three  years  alter 
the  date  of  Chassereau's  Map),  when  it  was  described  as  "  formerly  in  occupation  of  Sir  Charles 
"  Pitfield,  afterwards  of  Paul  Hensch  and  now  or  late  of  John  Benn  "  (Middx.  Reg.  Mis.,  1748, 
III.,  94)  ;  Hensch  was  in  occupation  in  1737. 

||  Seep.  4. 

^  Close  Roll,  190. 

**"...  de  uno  mesuagio,  uno  molendino,  161  acris  terre,  (>\  acris  prati,  et  33*.  ^d. 
"  redditus,  cum  pertinenciis,  in  Hakeney,  Isseldon,  Shordich,  et  Totenham,  etc."  Warranty  is 
given  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Maud  (Feet  of  Fines,  Divers  Counties). 

ft  Inq.  P.  Mortem  (Chanc .)  130/17. 

jj  (i)  Final  concord  between  Elizabeth  de  Aspale  and  others,  and  Gilbert  de  Aspale  (Feet  of 
Fines,  Mixed  Counties,  File  288/49,  No.  705),  and  (ii)  surrenders  of  right  in  manor  of"  Hogeston  " 
to  Elizabeth  by  the  other  plaintiffs  (Calendar  of  Close  Rolls  for  45  Edw.  III.,  p.  318). 

§§  Calendar  of  Close  Rolls,  46  Edw.  III.,  p.  450-1. 
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priory  of  St.  Mary  Spital  for  10  years  from  Michaelmas,  1371,  were  sold 
by  Elizabeth  to  John  de  Stodeye,  Nicholas  Brembre,  John  Birlyngham  and 
Thomas  Creyk. 

The  manor  is  next  found  in  the  possession  of  Sir  John  Philpot  (or 
Phelipot)  who  died  in  1384.  By  codicils  to  his  will  he  provided  (i)  that 
Margaret  his  daughter  was  to  have  all  the  lands  and  tenements  formerly 
belonging  to  John  de  Stodeye,*  after  the  death  of  Margaret,  his  wife; 
(2)  that  Margaret  his  wife  was  to  hold  the  place  called  "  Hoggeston,"  for 
life,  with  remainder  to  his  sons  Thomas  and  Edward. f 

The  inference  seems  to  be  that  Hoxton  was  not  a  part  of  the  lands  of 
John  de  Stodeye,  otherwise  it  would  be  natural  to  connect  it  with  the  sale 
by  Elizabeth  de  Aspale  to  John  de  Stodeye  and  others  mentioned  above. 

The  inquisition  taken  after  Philpot's  death}:  mentions  that  the  manor 
of  "  Hoggesdon  "  was  held  of  the  bishop  of  London.  It  continued  in  the 
hands  of  the  Philpot  family  until  2oth  June,  1634,  when  Sir  John  Philpot 
disposed  of  it§  to  Sir  William  Whitmore,  Sir  Samuel  Sawyer  and  William 
Gibson,  apparently  as  trustees  for  Sir  George  Whitmore.||  In  this  transaction 
it  is  described  as  "  the  manner  or  lordshipp  of  Barnes."  This  name  is 
first  met  with  in  the  year  1509-10  when  Peter  Philpot,  son  and  heir  of  Sir  John 
Philpot,  claimed  livery  of  his  father's  lands,  including  "  the  manor  of 
Hoggeston  otherwais  callid  Bams."^f  This  effectually  disposes  of  the  theory** 
that  the  name  was  derived  from  the  circumstance  that  the  manor  house  was 
built  about  1540  by  two  Spanish  merchants  named  Balms.  The  real  origin 
of  the  name  is  unknown,  but  it  is  possible  that  it  was  derived  from  that  of 
the  family  of  Bamme,  prominent  London  citizens  in  the  late  I4th  and  the 
1 5th  centuries,  one  of  whom  may  have  occupied  it  for  some  time.  From 
Sir  George  Whitmore  the  manor  descended  to  William  Whitmore,  after 
whose  death  it  was  sold  by  his  trustees  to  Richard  de  Beauvoir,  in  1687. ft 
It  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  De  Beauvoir  family  throughout  the 
i8th  century.  The  only  portions  of  the  property  in  1745  which  lay  in 
Shoreditch  were  two  fields  marked  in  Chassereau's  Map  "  Bevoir  Esq.," 
neither  of  which  was  a  part  of  the  original  manor.^ 

*  John  dc  Stodeye,  vintner,  by  his  will  dated  22nd  March,  1 375,  after  making  certain  bequests, 
divided  the  remainder  of  ha  property  into  four  parts,  which  he  left  respectively  to  (i)  Nicholas 
Brembre  and  Ydonea,  his  wife,  (2)  John  Phillepot  and  Margaret  his  wife,  (3)  Henry  Vanner  and 
Margery  his  wife,  and  (4)  Joan  his  daughter  (Calendar  of  Wills  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Halting, 
Part  II.,  pp.  191-2). 

t  Ibid.,  p.  276. 

\  Inq.  P.M.  (Chancery),  Ric.  III.,  File  6,  No.  26. 

§  Clote  Roll,  3025. 

||  See  release  by  Henry  Philpot,  22nd  Octr.,  1638  (Close  Roll,  3173). 

fl  Court  of  Wards,  Particulars  for  Liveries,  Miscl.  Books,  578,  f.  5. 

•*  Ellis's  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  126. 

tt  Indenture,  dated  2ist  January,  1686-7,  between  the  earl  of  Craven,  the  earl  of  Powis,  etc., 
and  Richard  de  Bcauvoir  (Close  Roll,  4655).  The  indenture  contains  a  detailed  account  of  the 
property. 

#  See  pp.  70-1. 
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One  of  the  most  important  houses  in  Hoxton  in  the  I5th  and  i6th  cen- 
turies was  the  residence  of  the  Haryong  family.*    Robert  "  Heryong,"f  whose 
willj  is  dated  2nd  May,  150x3,  provided  that  after  the  death  of  Margaret  his 
wife,  his  son  Richard  should  have  "  the  grete  place  that  John  Heryonge  my 
late  fader,  dwelled  inne     .     .     .     with  iij  tenementes     .     .     .     gardens 
and  berns  down   to  the   flode  dyche."     Richard  died  in  1545, §  leaving  a 
daughter  Alice,  married  to  Thomas  Marow.     On  9th  February,  1612-13,  ^e 
latter's  grandson,  Sir  Edward  Marow,  sold||  to  Arthur  Hollingworth,  inter  alia, 
all  that  capitall  mesuage  and  tenement  garden  and  orchard     .     .     .     sett, 
scittuat  and  beinge  in  Hoxton     .     .     .     late  in  the  tenure  or  occupacion 
of  Sir  Thomas  Tressam,  knight." 

We  first  hear  of  Tresham^f  at  Hoxton   in   1583,   when,  after  about 

1 8   months'  imprisonment  in  the  Fleet,  he  was  allowed  a  brief  respite  at 

Hoxton,  where  he  was  "  badly  lodged     ...     his  chamber  being  allotted 

over  a  noisome  kitchen,  rudely  and  disjoiriedly  boarded  and  not  a  whit 

ceiled."     On  2yth  May,  1583,  his  wife  wrote  to  her  aunt,  the  countess  of 

Bedford,  asking  that  "  he  may  be  licensed  to  his  house  at  Hogsdon,  putting 

in  band  of  2,000!.  not  to  depart  forth  of  that  house,  enjoying  therewithal 

a  little  orchard  and  less  garden     ...     it  being  the  very  next  house 

where  he  now  remaineth  prisoner."**     Presumably  only  part  of  this  request 

was  granted,  for  on  ist  October  he  was  still  at  Hoxton  in  a  cottage  which  he 

described  as  "  erst  a  tippling  ale  house."     Numerous  letters  are  extant  from 

him  or  his  wife  written  from  Hoxton  and  dating  from  about  this  time  until 

1604. 

There  seems  good  reason  to  believe  that  during  his  lease  the  house  was 
occupied  for  a  time  by  his  son-in-law,  Lord  Monteagle,ft  and  it  is  more  than 

*  The  name  of  this  notable  Hoxton  family  first  occurs  in  connection  with  Shoreditch  in  a 
grant  (MSS.  of  I  he  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  A.,  14,  No.  1698)  by  David  Sygar  to  Peter, 
archdeacon  of  London  (not  later  than  1260),  one  of  the  witnesses  being  Ralph  "  Herihung."  Again, 
an  indictment  (King's  Bench,  Ancient  Indictments,  66/64)  °f  apparently  23  Edw.  III.  (1349)  refers 
to  action  taken  by  the  archdeacon  of  London  against  John  "  Attepole,"  John  of  Munden  and 
Hugh  "  Heriong."  John  "  Heryoun  "  and  William  "  Heryoun  "  witness  a  charter  of  1st 
October,  1377  (Calendar  of  Close  Rolls,  I  Ric.  II.,  p.  96).  John  "  Heriong,"  of  St.  Leonard's, 
Shoreditch,  "  coignor  "  was  appointed  an  executor  of  John  Hill's  will  (P.C.C.  13,  Stockton)  in 
1457.  The  name  is  spelt  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

f  Buried  at  St.  Leonard's  Shoreditch,  see  Plate  7. 

f  P.C.C.,  17  Moone. 

§  See  his  will,  P  C.C.  34,  Pynning. 

||  Deed  preserved  in  the  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

*ff  Sir  Thos.  Tresham,  b.  circ.  1543,  sheriff  of  Northamptonshire,  1573-4,  knighted  1577. 
One  of  the  most  notable  and  sympathetic  figures  among  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  period.  In 
1581  sentenced  to  seven  years'  imprisonment  for  harbouring  Edmund  Campion,  the  Jesuit.  Spent 
a  considerable  part  of  his  time  in  custody,  especially  whenever  Spain  was  threatening  attack.  Died 
at  Rushton  nth  September,  1605. 

**  Historical  MSS.  Commission,  MSS.  in  various  Collections,  III.,  p.  29. 

ft  See  letter  (1603  ?)  from  Francis  Tresham  to  his  father,  Sir  Thomas,  stating  that  on  Mr. 
Collwell  desiring  to  stay  in  some  part  of  the  "  Hogesdon  "  House  until  Easter,  "  I  told  him  how 
"  far  I  knew  your  promise  was  passed  to  my  Lord  Mountegle  for  my  sister."  (Ibid.,  p.  132.) 
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likely  therefore  that  this  was  the  house  where  on  26th  October,  1605,  Monteagle 
received  the  warning  which  brought  about  the  discovery  of  the  Gunpowder 
Plot. 

The  identification  of  the  site  of  the  house  is  not  unattended  with 
difficulty.  The  facts  are  as  follows  : — 

(i)  The  indenture  of  1613,  between  Sir  Edward  Marow  and  Arthur 
Hollingworth  mentions  (a)  the  Tresham  house,  (£)  2  acres  in  the  common 
i  — .  —  —  i  field  of  Hoxton,  (c)  a  garden  plot  containing  I  £  acres  near  the  king's  highway, 
\^J__!±-.)_\J/  (d)  a  messuage  with  close  containing  2  acres  late  in  occupation  of  Elizabeth 
Bullingham,  and  (e)  14  acres  in  the  commonfield.* 

(ii)  On  28th  September,  1618,  Hollingworth  settledf  on  his  nephew, 
James  Grace,  and  the  latter's  prospective  bride,  Elizabeth  Hunt,  the  property 
purchased  from  Sir  Edward  Marow.  The  description  of  the  property  agrees, 
generally,  with  that  in  the  deed  of  1613,  but  the  Tresham  house  is  said  to  be 
in  four  occupations. ^  No  other  detailed  descriptions  of  the  Grace  property 
occur  for  nearly  a  century. 

(iii)  In  1703  Ralph  Harwood  was  in  possession§  of  a  messuage  with 
garden,  late  in  the  occupation  of  William  Haslewood  "  lying  on  the  south- 
"  west  side  of  the  ground  whereon  heretofore  stood  the  dwelling-house  of  one 
"  doctor  Wilby,"  as  well  as  another  garden  or  orchard  on  the  west  side  of  the 
ground,  containing  3  roods,  and  4  cottages  and  ground  adjoining,  containing 
50  roods  or  poles,  fronting  east  on  "  Hoxton  Road."  All  are  said  to  have  been 
purchased  from  James  Grace. 

(iv)  In  1728  the  premises  mentioned  in  (iii)  were  in  possession  of 
Chas.  Pitfield  and  were  described||  as  a  messuage  sometime  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Haslewood  "  lying  .  .  .  Doctor  Wilby  deceased 
"  and  the  garden  thereunto  belonging  containing  50  roods  fronting  east  upon 
"  Hoxton." 

(v)  In  1762  the  then  holders  of  the  Pitfield  estate  soldi?  to  John 
Bassington  the  premises  described  as  a  messuage  "  some  time  since  in  the 
occupation  of  William  Haslewood  and  late  of  Richard  Spiers  lying  .  .  . 
Dr.  Wilby.  Also  the  garden  ground  thereto  belonging  and  adjoining, 
containing  by  estimation  i£  acres,  and  fronting  east  upon  Hoxton  Road." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  premises  mentioned  in  (iii)  to  (v)  were 
identical,  although  the  descriptions  vary.**  Now  in  (i)  the  items  (H)  and 
(e)  relating  to  the  common  field  may  be  neglected.  Comparing  (v)  with  the 
remaining  items  in  (i)  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  Wilby  house 

'  In  the  Inq.  P.M.  on  Hollingworth  (Injj.  P.M.,  2nd  Series,  435/133)  all  these  premises  are 
said  to  be  held  of  the  prebend  of  Wenlock's  Barn. 

t  Deed  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

$  In  1617  the  house  is  said  to  be  late  of  Sir  Thomas  Tresham,  then  in  the  tenure  of  Robert 
Peirson  (Inq.  P.M.  on  Arthur  Hollingworth). 

$  Deed  preserved  in  Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

||  Middx.  Regy.  Memli.,  1728,  II.,  254. 

«f  Ibid.,  1763,  I.,  68. 

••  Description  (iv)  seems  a  telescoped  version  of  (iii). 
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plus  the  i£  acres,  corresponds  with  the  Tresham  House  plus  i^  acres.  If 
this  be  granted,  the  question  of  site  presents  no  further  difficulty.  In  1794 
Bassington  let  out  the  premises  for  building,  and  from  the  various  leases  it 
appears  that  the  property  fronted  east  on  Hoxton  Street,  west  on  "  the 
Causway  "  (St.  John's  Road),  and  south  on  "  ground  called  the  Britania 
Gardens,"*  and  that  a  street  was  to  be  formed  throughout  "  about  28  feet 
wide  and  intended  to  be  called  Myrtle  Street."t  Myrtle  Street,  which  still 
exists  under  that  name,  may  be  taken  as  representing  the  site  of  Tresham's 
house. 

The  site  of  the  Bullingham  house  and  two-acre  close  may  with  great 

probability  be  identified  with  the  strip  of  ground  to  the  south  of  the  above. 

The  history  of  this  can  be  traced  back  as  follows.     In  1742  Matthew  Feather- 

stonhaugh  the  elder  and   Sarah  his  wife  transferred  to  Matthew  Feather- 

stonhaugh  the  younger,  \inter  alia^  the  messuage  and  lands  "  now  or  heretofore 

'  called  Pimlico  House  and  the  bowling  greens  and  barrs     .     .     .     late 

.     .     .     in  the  tenure  of  John   Warren,  victualler,"  as  well  as  "  those 

messuages  or  tenements  scituate     ...     in  a  court  or  yard,  there  called 

;  Whited  [White  Hind]  yard,  being  now  or  heretofore  in  all  16  messuages 

'  or  tenements,  the  greatest  part  of  which  are  scituate  within  the  said  court 

'  and  four  of  them  being  within  the  said  court  facing  the  road  through 

'  Hoxton,  but  contiguous  and  backward  adjoining  to  the  said  tenements  in 

'  Whited   Yard."     The    position    of   this    property    is    clearly    shown    on 

Chassereau's   Map  as  "  Featherstone  Esq,"   lying  to  the  north  of  White 

Hind  Yard  (Pimlico  Walk)  and  including  the  house  called  "  Pimlicoe  "  at 

the  extreme  west.     The  property  had  come  to  Sarah  Featherstonhaugh  from 

her  brother,  James  Brown,  who  had  purchased^  it,  on  5th  January,  1716-17, 

from  Nicholas  Barrett  and  Robert  Stonyclift,  and  it  had  previously  belonged 

to  Susanna  Clements  and  Elizabeth  Hoskins.     It  was,  therefore,  the  same 

that  Captain  Benjamin  Hoskins  left  in  1710-12  to  be  divided  between  his  two 

daughters,    Susanna  Clements  and   Elizabeth,||  and  formed  part  of  certain 

premises  purchased  by  him  of  James  Grace  in  1698.^!     There  can  be  little 

doubt  that  it  corresponds  with  item  (cf)  in  the  indenture  of  1613. 

Pimlico  was  a  noted  place  of  entertainment  at  the  end  of  the  i6th  and 
beginning  of  the  I7th  centuries,  and  is  frequently  referred  to  by  the  dramatists 
of  the  period.**  In  1609  a  poem  (sic)  was  published  called  Pimlyco  or  Runw 

*  Middx.  Regy.  Memls.,  1794,  I.,  366. 
f  Ibid.,  1794,  III.,  232. 
\  Ibid.,  1742,  III.,  51. 
§  Ibid.,  1716,  II.,  186-7. 

||  Will  (P.C.C.  191,  Barnes)  dated  7th  May,  1710,  proved  nth  October,  1712. 
^f  Final  concord  between   Benj.  Hoskins,  quer.,  and  Jas.  and  Katherine  Grace,  deforc.,  of 
6  messuages,  I  barn,  I  stable,  I  garden,  I  orchard,  2  acres  of  land  and  2  acres  of  pasture  in  Hoxton 
(Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  10  Wm.  III.,  Mich.). 

**  For  example,  Ben  Jonson,  in  The  Alchemist,  Act  V.,  Scene  i,  writes  : — 

"  Galants,  men  and  women, 
And  of  all  sorts,  tag-rag,  been  seen  to  flock  here, 
In  threaves,  these  ten  weeks,  as  to  a  second  Hogsdon, 
In  days  of  Pimlico  and  Eye-bright." 
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Redcap ;   'tis  a  mad  world  at  Hogsdon,*  extolling  the  charms  of  the  place,  and 
particularly  the  excellence  of  the  ale  supplied. 

The  origin  of  the  name  is  not  known  certainly,  but  if  the  quotationf 
from  Newes  from  Hogsdon,  1598,  is  to  be  relied  upon,  it  would  seem  to  have 
been  derived  from  an  early  (perhaps  the  original)  tenant.  The  earliest 
reference  to  the  better-known  Pimlico  in  Westminster  so  far  discovered  is 
dated  i626,J  and  it  may  therefore  have  derived  its  name  from  the  Hoxton 
place  of  entertainment. § 

The  property  lying  immediately  to  the  north  of  the  Tresham  House 
site  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  i6th  century  in  the  possession  of  William 
Peake,  who  by  his  will  dated  igth  January,  1596-7  gave  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor  an  annuity  of  £5  45.  charged  on  this  land.||     On  his  death  his  estate 
passed  in  succession  to  William  Wall,  his    nephew  (d.  1639),  Joseph  Wall 
(d.  1644),  and  William  Wall  (d.  1676).     On  26th  November,  1690,  the  latter's 
daughters  (Katherine  Hunt  and  Constance  Wiltshire)  and  widow  Katherine 
(then  wife  of  Henry  Young)  mortgaged  to  Wm.  Crawley,  Thos.  Hillyard, 
Jas.  Fell  and  John  Thurby,  in  trust  for  Sarah  Turney,  for  999  years,  a  piece 
of  property  which  three  days  later  was  demised  to  George  Taylor  for  100 
years.^T    Three  years  later  the  property  is  described    as    Taylor's  "  new 
great  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  yards,  gardens,  stables  and  coach- 
house thereunto  belonging     .     .     .     Also  that  little  messuage  or  tenement 
with  the  large  garden  ground  thereunto  belonging  as  the  same  was  then 
'  enclosed  with  a  brick  wall  and  next  adjoining  to  the  before-mentioned 
premises  and  in  the  occupation  of  John  Atkinson,  gardener.**    A  portion 
of  the  property  had  been  let  by  Taylor  to  Edward  Lidgold  on  23rd  October, 
1691,  for  999  years.     That  the  property  as  a  whole  corresponds  with  that 
marked  "  Oldfield  L."  in  Chassereau's  Map  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
executrix  and  the  devisee  of  "  Joshua  John  Oldfield,  Doctor  of  Physick  "  on 
6th  December,  1751,  assigned  to  John  Russell  their  interest  in  a  property 
described  in  terms  of  the  "  new  great  messuage  "  and  the  "  little  messuage 
'  ....     in  tenure  of  John  Atkinson  "  as  above,  and  also  excepting  the 
parcel  let  to  Lidgold. ft     In  1792  the  estate  was  purchased  by  Robert  Nutter, 
who  covered  it  with  buildings.     Crondall  Street  ran  through  the  centre. 

North  of  this  property  were  two  closes,  both  formerly  called  Billings, 
and  later  united  under  the  name  of  Home  Field.  The  one  (a)  containing  3 

acres  was  in  the  possession  of  Lady  Katherine  Dormer,  and  the  other  (&)  of 

. 

•  Reproduced  in  facsimile  as  No.  2  of  Ancient  Drolleries  (Oiford),  1891. 
t  "  have  at  thee  then,  my  merrie  boyes,  and  hey  for  old  Ben  Pimlico's  nut  browne."    Quoted 
in  Notet  and  Queries,  ist  Series,  I.,  p.  474,  by  E.  F.  Rimbault  from  "a  rare  (if  not  unique)  tract 

it  l_       f  »! 

now  before  me. 

\  Wheatley  and  Cunningham,  London  Past  and  Present,  III.,  p.  97. 

$  The  same  is  probably  the  case  with  Pimlico  House  on  Hadley  Green  (see  article  by  Cas» 
on  the  Battle  of  Barnet  in  Transactions  ±f  London  and  Middlesex  Arc Ateo/og ical  Society,  VI.,  p.  38). 
||  P.C.C.  2  Cobham;  and  Endowed  Charities  (County  of  London),  III.,  pp.  428-9. 
1  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  V.,  634/103. 
••  Hid.  ' 
tt  Middx.  Regy.  Memls.,  1757,  III.,  142. 
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5  acres  was  part  of  the  Haryong  estate,  and  both  came  into  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Austen.*  Sir  John  Austen  and  Lady  Susanna  Harrington  sold  the 
united  property  on  24th  March,  1728-9,  to  James  Colebrooke,  whose  name 
is  attached  to  it  on  Chassereau's  Map.  It  reached  as  far  north  as  Ivy  Lane. 
The  ground  lying  between  the  eastern  half  of  Ivy f  Lane  and  Ivy  Street 

was  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the 
1 8th  century  "a  garden  or  nursery  for 
"  trees,  encompassed  by  a  brick  wall 
"  and  pales,"^:  whereon  at  some 
time  between  1718  and  1734  James 
Pitman  erected  "  several  new  and 
"  substantial  bricked  messuages  or 
"  tenements,"^  corresponding,  no 
doubt,  to  Pitman's  Buildings  on 
Chassereau's  Map. 

From  the  above  facts  it  will  be 
seen  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
mansions  of  Sir  Thomas  Leigh  and 
the  Haryong  family,  the  western  side 
of  Hoxton  Street  seems  to  have 
been  almost  devoid  of  houses,  at 
any  rate,  as  far  as  the  site  of  Ivy 
Street,  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth. 
Further  north  it  is  difficult  to  speak 
with  certainty. 

Further  west  lay  the  common 
fields  of  Hoxton,  much  utilised,  with 
similar  places  north  and  east  of  the 
City,  for  the  practice  of  archery.l| 
Lengths  were  marked  out  in  the 
fields  by  wooden  posts  and  stone 
"  rovers."  All  had  names,  and  an 


*  (a)  See  p.  67.  (A)  Sold  by  Sir  Edward  Marow  to  John  Blomson  and  by  him  to  William 
Hewett  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  11,  Jas.  I.,  Trin.),  whose  widow  and  son  disposed  of  it  to  Thos. 
Austen  (Close  Roll,  2761).  The  inquisition  on  Hewett  states  that  the  5  acres  were  held  of  the 
prebend  ofEald  Street  (Inq.  P.M.). 

•f  So  called  from  Ivy  House,  which  used  to  stand  at  the  northern  corner  of  Ivy  Lane  and 
what  is  now  St.  John's  Road. 

$  Middx.  Regy.  Mis.  1718,  III.,  184. 

§  Ibid.,  1734,  III.,  188. 

||  "  True  Bill  that  (whereas  the  citizens  and  other  inhabitants  of  London  have  been  accustomed 
from  time  beyond  the  memory  of  man  to  shoot  with  bows  in  all  the  open  fields  in  ...  the 
common  lands  called  Stebbynhyth  feyldes,  Ratclyff  feldes,  Mylende  feyldes,  Blethnal  grene, 
Spyttlefeildes,  Morefeldes,  Fynnesbury  Feyldes,  Hoggesdon  feyldes,  co.  Midd.,  without  hindrance 
from  any  person,  so  that  all  archers  have  been  able  to  go  out  in  the  same  open  fields  to  shoot  with 
the  bow  and  come  out  from  them  at  pleasure,  in  such  manner  nevertheless  that  the  said  archers  do 
no  harm  to  growing  corn  nor  to  grass  reserved  for  seed),  etc."  (Middx.  County  Records,  I.,  p.  38). 
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ancient  map,  first  printed  in  Malcolm's    Londinium  Redivivum,  showing  a 
large  number,  is  here  reproduced. 

One  of  the  rovers,  named  Scarlet,  is  still  in  existence,  being  preserved 
by  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company,  who  have  kindly  given 
permission  for  an  illustration  of  it  to  be  reproduced. 

One  notable  incident  is  connected  with  the  fields.  On 
22nd  September,  1598,  Ben  Jonson  and  Gabriel  Spencer 
fought  a  duel  in  Hoxton  Fields,*  with  the  result  that  the 
latter  received  a  mortal  wound  and  died  instantly.  Jonson 
was  indicted  for  manslaughter  and  was  found  guilty,  but 
escaped  the  capital  penalty  by  pleading  benefit  of  clergy, 
and  being  branded  by  the  letter  T.f 

Those  fields,  which  are  marked  "  Harvey  Esq.  L."  in 
Chassereau's  Map,  formerly  belonged,  as  has  been  shown,  to 
the  prebendal  manor  of  Eald  Street.  Certain  of  the  common- 
fields  of  Hoxton  were,  however,  included  in  the  prebendal 
manor  of  Wenlock's  Barn.  This  was  the  case  with  the  two 
fields  marked  "  Watson  L  "  in  Chassereau's  Map,  and  the 
building  shown  on  their  northern  boundary  apparently  was  the  manor  house4 
The  field  next  eastward,  marked  "Ashley  Esq.,  L,"  of  16  acres,  is  to  be  identi- 
fied with  the  "  close  of  pasture  land  commonly  called  .  .  .  Hogsdon  Shott 
or  Hogsdon  Upper  Shott,"  said  to  contain  18  acres,  included  among  those 
portions  of  the  Pitfield  property  which  had  not  formed  part  of  the  original 
purchase  by  Sir  Charles. §  It  had  in  fact  been  acquired  (before  1703)  by 
Ralph  Harwood  from  James  Grace,||  and  is  to  be  identified  with  the  14  acres 
in  the  common  field  of  Hoxton  purchased  by  Arthur  Hollingworth  from 
Sir  Edward  Marow.  It  was  also,  therefore,  part  of  the  manor  of  Wenlock's 
Barn.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  same  can  be  said  of  the  triangular  field 
lying  across  the  "  pathway  to  the  Rosemary  Branch."  The  portion  of  it 
marked  "  Ashley  L  "  represents  the  acre  and  three  roods  lying  in  the  common 
fields  of  Hoxton  in  a  shott  "  commonly  called  Hoxton  Shott."  This  was  also 
a  part  of  the  Pitfield  property,^  and  can  be  traced  back  to  1648,  when  it  was  in 
the  possession  of  Hunt  Grace,  son  of  James  Grace.  There  is  no  proof, 
however,  that  it  was  among  the  property  acquired  by  the  latter  from  Sir 
Edward  Marow.  The  "  Ingram  "  portion  of  the  field,  which  the  plan  of 
Wenlock's  Barn**  shows  to  have  been  the  easternmost,  was  evidently  the  acre 

•  According  to  Henslowc.  The  indictment  of  Jonson  says  "  in  the  fields  at  Shordiche," 
but  the  meaning  is  the  same. 

See  full  particulars  in  MiJJx  County  Records,  I.,  pp.  zzzviii-xlii. 

\  See  Plan  of  the  Manor  of  Genlock  Barn  .  .  .  surveyed  1799,  by  Thos.  Pride,  preserved 
in  the  British  Museum.  The  site  of  the  building  lies  at  the  junction  of  Wenlock  Street  with 
Shepherdess  Walk. 

S  See  indenture  of  6th  August,  1728,  between  Alex.  Pitfield  (i),  Sir  Thos.  Clarke  (2),  and 
Thos.  Bodicoate  (3),  MiJJx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1728,  II.,  254. 

||  Copy  of  deed  preserved  in  Shorcditch  Public  Library. 

If  See  indenture  of  1728  */  supra. 

**  See  footnote  \  above. 

86 


SHOREDITCH 


and  a  rood  called  "  the  Sewer  Acre,"  which  Ingram  purchased,  with  other 
property,  from  John  and  Roberta  Swynfou  and  which  can  be  traced  back  to 
1556.*  In  1601  it  was  described  as  bounded  east  by  land  formerly  of 
Samuel  Marow  (i.e.,  the  field  sold  by  Grace  to  Harwood,  mentioned  above), 
west  by  land  formerly  of  Million,  and  south  by  the  "  Fludditch."  The 
Lee  portion  of  this  field  apparently  corresponds  with  that  of  Million  men- 
tioned above.  Sir  John  Lee  (d.  1673)  is  stated  f  to  have  owned  2f  acres  of 
meadow  or  pasture  ground  lying  in  a  certain  field  called  "  Hogsden  Shott," 
intermixed  with  other  lands  of  one  Hunt  Grace  and  others,  but  there  is  no 
information  as  to  how  he  came  by  it. 

The  field  of  six  acres  marked  "  Ashley  Esq."  on  Chassereau's  Map, 

lying  west  of  Aske's   Hospital  and   Charles   Square  is  referred  to  in   the 

indenture  of  1728  dealing  with  Pitfield  property  other  than  that  originally 

purchased  by  Sir  Chas.  Pitfield,  as  six  acres  in  Gravel  Pit  Close  "  near  to  the 

conduit  head."     The  eastern  strip  of  it,  about  72   feet  wide,  was  left  by 

Sir  Charles  Pitfield  in  1680  to  the  parishioners  of  Shoreditch  (but  has  since 

been  lost)  under  the  description  of  "  all   that  acre  of  land  lyeing  in   the 

'  Laysterne  field     .     .     .     which  I  lately  ditched  out  and  fenced,   being 

heretofore  in  two  halfe  acres  (called  Pitts  and  Brentha)."     Mention    of 

these  is  found  more  than  200  years  earlier.     Joan  Vince  (circ.  1463)  mentions 

that  her  late  husband  Robert  had  purchased  inter  alia  "  a  rode  of  medowe  and 

a  pece  of  pasture  called  the  Pyttes,"^:  and  on  8th  December,  1464,  John 

Roket  and  Edith  his  wife,  daughter  of  Robert  Vynce,  sold  to  John  Sharp, 

together  with  other  property,  "  the  lands  called  Pyttes  and  a  rood  of  meadow 

called  Brenthawe."§     Both  are  said  to  abut  on  "  le  Oldestrete,"  towards 

the  south. 

On  9th  May,  1663,  Thomas  Tirrey  sold||  to  William  Dashwood  "  all 

those  foure  acres  of  common  or  pasture  ground  lying  in  the  common 

feild  in  the  parish  of  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch,  abutting  upon  the  footeway 

leading  from  London  to  Islington  on  the  west  end."     This  property  was 

purchased    from   Dashwood   by  Jane    Underwood,   who  on   I5th    March, 

1663-4,   transferred  it  to  the  parish  of  St.   Botolph,   Bishopsgate,   for  the 

performance  of  the  charitable  provisions  in  her  late  husband's  will.     In  or 

shortly  after  1672,  six  almshouses  were  erected  on  a  portion  of  the  ground, 

three  of  which  were  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  St.  Botolph,  Bishopsgate, 

and  three  to  those  of  St.  Botolph,  Aldgate,  under  the  provisions  of  Lady 

Lumley's  charity .^f    An  illustration  of  thenlmshouses  is  given  in  Wilkinson's 

*  Sold  byThos.  and  Alice  Marow  to  John  Duck  in  1556  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  3-4  Phil.  & 
Mary,  Easter);  sold  by  Duck  to  Thos.  Stevens;  sold  by  Henry  Stevens  to  Thos.  Harbert  in 
1601  (Close  Roll,  1696);  sold  by  John  Wright  and  others  to  Geoffrey  Marchant  in  1616  (Close 
Roll,  2311);  sold  by  John  Swynfou  and  Roberta  his  wife,  cousin  and  heir  of  Henry  Marchant,  to 
Wm.  Ingram  in  1703  (Close  Roll,  4916). 

f  Chancery  Proceedings  (Hamilton),  C.  VII.,  219/64. 

\  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,  Bdle  27,  No.  245. 

§  Close  Roll,  316. 

||  Ibid.,  4137. 

\  Endowed  Charities  (County  of  London),  V.,  pp.  660  ff. 
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Londina  Illustrata,  II.,  facing  p.  101.  They  were  taken  down  and  rebuilt 
in  1822  and  finally  pulled  down  about  1898.  On  another  part  of  the 
ground  was  erected  the  "  Shepherd  and  Shepherdess,"  afterwards  the  Eagle 
tavern.  The  ground  lies  at  the  south-eastern  end  of  Shepherdess  Walk 
extending  to  the  backs  of  the  premises  in  Westmoreland  Place. 

Two  other  strips  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood,  marked  "  St.  Luke 
Cripplegate  Poor  "  and  "  St.  Luke  Poor  "  on  Chassereau's  Map  were  given 
by  William  Bleyton  in  1585  to  the  parish  of  St.  Giles,  Cripplegate.  They  are 
described  as  an  acre  and  a  half  of  pasture  ground  in  the  common  fields  belong- 
ing to  "  Hogsdon,"  and  four  acres  (afterwards  spoken  of  as  three  acres)  of 
land  lying  near  Hoxton  Field.*  The  whole  of  the  property  was  in  1782 
leased  to  the  parish  of  St.  Luke,  who  built  a  workhouse  on  the  western  strip 
and  sub-leased  the  eastern  strip  to  "  one  Pitt,"  who  erected  Chatham  Gardens 
(now  Chatham  Avenue). 

At  the  end  of  the  i8th  century  building  had  hardly  begun  on  Hoxton 
Fields.  In  addition  to  Chatham  Gardens,  and  a  few  houses  on  the  Bishops- 
gate  estate,  the  only  buildings,  save  a  few  scattered  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  present  Bevenden  Street,  were  at  the  south-west  end  of  East  Road 
and  on  the  northern  portion  of  the  Laysterne  Field  (Craven  Street,  Baches 
Street  and  the  north  side  of  Brunswick  Place). 


MOORFIELDS. 

That  portion  of  the  parish  of  Shoreditch  lying  south  of  Willow  Walk 
(which  corresponded  roughly  with  the  north-western  half  of  Great  Eastern 
Street)  formed  a  part  of  Moorfields.  As  the  greater  portion  of  the  latter 
was  situated  outside  the  parish,  it  will  not  be  necessary  in  this  volume  to  de^l 
at  length  with  it,  but  merely  to  trace  the  more  important  facts  concerning 
the  development  of  the  two  comparatively  small  portions  in  Shoreditch,  lying 
respectively  south  and  north  of  the  modern  Worship  Street. 

The  southern  portion  seems  formerly  to  have  been  known  as  Moor 
Mead.  It  was  bounded  on  the  west  by  one  of  the  Moorfields  called  Mallow 
Field  and  on  the  east  by  Deepditch,  a  continuation  of  the  eastern  branch  of 
the  Walbrook  (which  entered  the  City  along  the  line  of  Blomfield  Street). 
It  was  divided  into  two  parts  by  another  stream,  which  may  have  been  a 
later  course  of  the  Walbrookf  and  which  is  shown  on  Chassereau's  Map. 

•  County  of  London  (Endowed  Charities),  III.,  pp.  583  ff. 

•f  This,  however,  is  doubtful.  Price's  description  of  the  course  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the 
Walbrook  (Roman  remains  in  Bucklersiury,  pp.  48  f),  as  running  from  the  side  of  Bethlehem 
Hospital  along  Willow  Walk  to  the  New  North  Road  is  not  borne  out  by  the  plans  of  the  Holborn 
and  Finsbury  Commissioners  of  Sewers  now  in  the  possession  of  the  London  County  Council. 
There  was  an  old  stream  in  Hoiton  known  in  the  i6th  century  as  the  Flood  Ditch  (see  pp.Si ;  87)  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the  191)1  century  as  the  Walbrook  Sewer,  the  upper  part  of  which  still  lay  open 
in  1843.  This  flowed  from  a  point  near  the  junction  of  Eagle  Wharf  Road  with  Cropley  Street  in 
an  irregular  course  to  the  junction  of  Wenlock  Street  with  New  North  Road  and  thence  along  the 
latter  thoroughfare  as  far  as  Old  Street.  Its  ancient  course  is  not  shown  further,  but  there  are  fairly 
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That  part  of  Moor  Mead  which  lay  to  the  west  of  this  stream  seems  to 
have  contained  no  buildings  until  late  in  the  i6th  century.  In  the  survey  of 
the  manor  of  Finsbury  taken  in  1567,  the  northern  and  larger  part  of  this  was 
in  the  hands  of  John  Worsop,  and  is  described*  as  loj  acres  of  land,  lying 
in  the  field  called  the  Moor,  abutting  on  the  lands  of  Nichols,  "  now  being 
gardens,"  on  the  south,  the  high  way  to  Norton  Folgate  (Worship  Street) 
north,  and  lands  and  gardens  late  of  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  east.  The  lands 
of  Nichols  referred  to  consisted  of  2f  acres  formerly  belonging  to  the  priory 
of  Holywell.  These  were  granted  by  the  king  on  8th  February,  1544-5,  to 
John  Pope,  who  in  the  following  year  sold  them  to  Robert  Nicholls.f  They 
are  said  to  abut  on  the  lands  of  Sir  Martin  Bowes  on  the  east,  and  those  of 
John  Worsop  north  and  south.  No  buildings  are  mentioned.  Of  the 
Worsop  property  lying  to  the  south,  presumably  about  \\  acres,  there  is 
no  record. 

From  documents  dating  from  the  beginning  of  the  iyth  century  it 
appears  that  a  few  houses  had  then  been  erected  on  the  Nichols  estate. :£ 
Ogilby  and  Morgan's  Map  of  the  City  of  London  in  1677  shows  that 
practically  the  whole  of  this  Worsop  and  Nichols  strip  of  Moor  Mead  was 
even  then  still  used  as  gardens,  divided  by  a  few  alleys  and  lines  of  buildings 
( ?  garden  houses)  running  east  and  west.  By  the  time  of  Chassereau's 
Map  (1745)  it  seems  to  have  become  well  covered,  except  for  a  3^-acre  close 
called  Butcher's  Close  (a  part  of  the  Worsop  property)  in  the  north. 

The  eastern  portion  of  this  district,  lying  between  the  two  streams,  and 
divided  down  its  centre  by  Long  Alley,  seems  to  have  come  almost  in  its 
entirety  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Martin  Bowes.  In  1539-40  the  king  granted^ 
to  him  land  described  as  containing  55  rods  (907  feet),  in  the  east  by  the 
garden  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Mary  without  Bishopsgate  (i.e.,  Bethlehem 
Hospital),  52  rods  11  feet  (869  feet)  on  the  west  by  the  ditch,  16  rods 
(264  feet)  by  "  le  Morefelde  et  le  Towndiche,"  and  14  rods  9  feet  (240  feet) 
on  the  north.  The  dimensions  show  that  the  land  in  question  filled  up  the 
whole  of  the  southern  part  of  this  district  as  far  north  as  midway  between 
Angel  Alley  and  New  Street  on  Chassereau's  Map. 

Another  grant  to  Bowes  was  made||  in  1543-4  of  property  formerly 
belonging  to  Holywell  Priory.  This  was  described  as  land  formerly  called 
Moor  Mead,  containing  3  acres  3  roods  and  3  feet,  abutting  on  the  lane 
called  Moor  Lane  (obviously  Worship  Street)  on  the  north  and  a  garden 

clear  indications  that  it  followed  to  a  large  extent  the  course  of  the  modern  City  Road.  It  would 
therefore  correspond  with  the  western  branch  of  the  Walbrook.  According  to  Ogilby  and  Morgan's 
Map,  the  eastern  branch  turned  eastward  in  the  direction  of  Norton  Folgate,  some  distance  north 
of  Bethlehem  Hospital. 

*  Ellis,  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  225. 

f  Court  of  Wards,  Deeds  and  Evidences,  (fib,  7-13. 

\  It  is  difficult  to  say  how  many,  but  record  has  been  found  of  only  8  (see  sales  by  Francis 
Nichols  to  Roger  Walrond  of  (i)  seven  "  gardens  and  gardein  howses  or  tenements,"  2nd  March, 
1613-4  and  (ii)  one  garden  and  gardenhouse,  17  May  1614.  (Court  of  Wards,  Deeds  avd  Evidence}. 

§  Patent  Roll,  31  Henry  VIII.  686. 

||  Ibid.,  35  Henry  VIII.,  737. 
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belonging  to  Charterhouse  on  the  south,  and  lying  towards  the  land  late  of 
John  Weston,  land  and  tenement  of  the  New  Hospital  without  Bishopsgate 
(St.  Mary  Spital),  and  the  land  and  tenement  of  the  Skinners'  Company  on 
the  east.  New  Street  in  Chassereau's  Map  corresponds  with  Skinners  Street 
in  Rocque  and  Skinners  Rents  in  Ogilby  and  Morgan,  and  it  is  therefore 
evident  that  this  portion  of  the  Bowes  property  came  to  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  northern  termination  of  the  other  portion.  It  has  not  been  possible  to 
trace  accurately  what  became  of  the  Bowes  property,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  at  the  close  of  the  i6th  century  the  southern  front  was  in  the  possession 
of  Thomas  Browne  and  the  northern  in  that  of  John  Covert  and  Charity  his 
wife.*  Browne's  portion  does  not  appear  to  have  been  built  on  during  the 
i6th  century.  On  his  death,  in  1583,  he  was  said  to  be  seised  of  and  in 
1 6  gardens,  held  of  the  Queen  in  chief  by  knight's  service.f  The  property 
afterwards  came  into  the  possession  of  John  and  George  Daggett}:  and  records 
exist  of  the  sale  by  these  of  94  cottages  between  1666  and  i689-§ 

The  Covert  portion  of  the  Bowes  property  was  developed  earlier.  In 
1579  John  and  Charity  Covert  were  in  possession  of  30  messuages,  10  cottages 
and  60  gardens. ||  The  map  of  Ogilby  and  Morgan  shows  that  the  whole 
district  was  built  upon  in  1677. 

North  of  Worship  Street  and  west  of  Curtain  Road  was  the  field  called 
High  Field  (or  Finsbury  Field)  which  was  described  in  1567  as  bounded  by 
the  highway  that  leadeth  into  Norton  Folgate  (/'.#.,  Worship  Street)  on  the 
south,  the  highway  that  leadeth  to  Holywell  (Curtain  Road)  and  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  earl  of  Rutland^  on  the  east,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
heirs  of  Mascal,  brewer  (on  the  north).**  From  Chassereau's  Map  it  is 
evident  that  very  little  building  had  taken  place  on  the  Shoreditch  portion  of 
this  field  by  the  middle  of  the  i8th  century.  At  the  end  of  the  century  this 
had  much  increased,  but  Horwood's  Map  of  1799  shows  that  even  then  a 
large  amount  of  space  remained  open. 

*  It  is  possible  that  Charity  Covert  was  Charity  Bowes,  daughter  of  Sir  Martin. 

f  Inq.  P.M.  Chancery  2nd  Series,  202/185. 

\  Chancery  Proceedings,  Hamilton,  C.  VII.,  511/25.  The  identity  of  the  Daggett  property 
and  the  southern  part  of  the  Bowes  property  is  suggested  by  the  facts  (i)  that  it  included  the  Cock 
in  the  Hole  (Hit/.),  which  was  at  the  south-west  extremity  of  the  Bowes  estate,  and  (ii)  that 
Daggett's  Court  (see  Chassereau's  Map)  was  at  the  south-east  extremity  of  the  same.  Daggett  sold 
a  number  of  his  houses  to  John  Merriman  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.  18  and  21  Chas.  II.)  and  Judith 
Merriman  (Close  Roll,  4315)  and  in  1711  Richard  Merriman  was  in  possession  of  houses  in  Crooked 
Billet  Yard,  and  along  Long  Alley  for  a  distance  of  217  feet  north  of  the  yard. 

§  John  and  George  Daggett  to  John  Merriman,  18  messuages  (Feet  of  Fines,  18  Chas.  II.); 
to  Geo.  Kelsey,  5  messuages  (jiiJ.)\  to  John  Merriman,  4  cottages,  (Ibid.,  21  Chas.  II.);  to  Judith 
Merriman,  7  cottages  in  Long  Alley  (Close  #0/7,43 15);  George  Daggett  to  John  Withers,  60  cottages 
(Feet  of  Fines,  I  Wm.  and  Mary). 

||  Licence  to  alienate  for  trust  purposes  (Patent  Roll,  1181). 

"If  See  p.  176. 

•*  See  p.  23. 
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I.- -THE  CHURCH    OF    ST.    LEONARD, 
SHOREDITCH. 

EARLY  HISTORY. 

Our  earliest  knowledge  of  a  church  in  Shoreditch  is  derived  from  three 
documents  of  about  the  middle  of  the  I2th  century.  These  are  (i)  a  grant* 
by  R.,  Bishop  of  London,  to  the  Priory  of  Holy  Trinity,  Aldgate,  of  the 
church  of  "  Soredich  ";  (ii)  a  confirmation!  of  this  grant  by  T.,  "Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  and  Primate  of  all  England,"  witnessed  by,  among 
others,  "  R.  de  Ponte  epi,  etc.,  .  .  .  clericis  ";  and  (iii)  a  mandate^ 
by  R.,  Bishop  of  London,  on  the  subject  of  the  complaint  by  Ralph,  Prior 
of  Holy  Trinity,  to  the  effect  that  a  certain  layman  called  Baldwin  had 
deprived  the  Priory  of  the  church  of  "  Soredicha  "  [implying  the  English 
form  "  Soredich  "].  R.,  Bishop  of  London,  may  be  either  R[obert]  1141- 
1151,  or  R[ichard],  1152-1162.  Roger  de  Pont  PEveque  was  made  Arch- 
bishop of  York  in  1154.  Ralph  was  Prior  of  Holy  Trinity  from  1148  to 
1167.  T[heobald]  was  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  from  1138  to  1161,  and 
was  made  papal  legate  some  time  before  1150.  The  fact  that  Roger  is  called 
merely  a  clerk  is  sufficient  to  show  that  document  (ii)  dates  from  before 
1154,  and  the  omission  of  the  title  "  legate  of  the  Apostolic  See  "  from  the 
description  of  the  Archbishop  in  the  same  document  suggests  that  its  date 
is  before  1150.  The  probabilities  of  the  case  may  therefore  be  met  by 
ascribing  documents  (i)  and  (ii)  to  the  period  1 141-49,  while  (iii)  is  probably 
a  few  years  later. 

The  grant  to  Holy  Trinity  was  subsequently  revoked.  A  charter^ 
of  G[ilbert  Foliot],  Bishop  of  London,  declares  that  the  church  of  St.  Leonard 
of  "  Soresdic  "  had  been  shown  in  the  King's  court  to  belong  to  the  gift  of 
the  King  as  against  the  canons  of  Holy  Trinity,  and  that  accordingly 
Walter  de  Witten  had  been  constituted  parson.  The  charter  is  witnessed 
by,  among  others,  Walter  de  Coutances,  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  Walter  was 
consecrated  bishop  in  July,  1183,  and  in  1184  was  elected  Archbishop  of 
Rouen.  The  date  of  the  charter  is  thus  limited  to  1183-4. 

On  26th  March,  5  John  (1204),  the  King  allocated])  the  church  of 
"  Sordig  "  to  the  precentorship  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  and  as  a  result 
William,^  Bishop  of  London,  granted  it**  to  Benedict  de  Sansetun,  who 

*  Ancient  Deeds,  A.  13848  (15). 

f  Ibid.,  13848  (17). 

\  Ibid.,  13848  (16). 

§  MSS.  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  A.,  40,  No.  1424. 

||  Ibid.,  A.,  14,  No.  1690. 

^[  /.<?.,  William  de  Sainte-Mere-Eglise,  bishop  from  1198  to  1221. 

**  MSS.  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  A.,  14,  Nos.  1686-8. 
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had  been  instituted  to  that  office.  At  some  time  subsequent  to  this,  but 
before  1324,*  the  church  was  alienated  from  the  office  of  precentor  and 
appropriated  to  the  Archdeaconry  of  London,  to  which  it  is  still  attached. 

THE  OLD  CHURCH. 

There  is  no  record  extant  of  the  erection  of  the  mediasval  church.  A 
view  of  it  by  West  and  Toms  in  1735  (Plate  4)  gives  prominence  to  the 
windows  at  the  eastern  end,  which  appear  to  date  from  the  i$th  century. 
A  square  tower  in  three  stages  is  shewn  at  the  western  end,  the  upper 
stage  being  weather-boarded  and  surmounted  by  a  bell-cote.  According 
to  a  plan  prepared  by  Sir  Charles  Frederick  (Plate  5)  in  1735,  an<^  preserved 
in  the  British  Museum,  the  chief  dimensions  of  the  church  were  :  length,  81 
feet,f  and  breadth,  65  feet  6  inches.  The  tower  at  the  west-end,  in  which 
five  bells  were  hung,J  was  about  70  feet  in  height.  The  church  was 
constructed  at  first  in  chalk  and  rubble§  and  afterwards  in  brick  and  stone, 
with  a  tiled  roof,  the  inside  of  which  was  ceiled  in  wood.||  Hatton,  in  1708, 
described  the  church  as  "  having  four  aisles,  which  is  one  more  than  I  have 
anywhere  met  with." 

It  seems  probable  that  the  church  originally  contained  only  three  aisles, 
and  that  the  fourth  was  formed  by  the  chantry  chapel  erected  by  Sir  John 
Elrington  (see  below)  in  or  shortly  before  1482.  The  middle  light  of  the 
east  window  of  this  (the  northern)  aisle  was  filled  with  painted  glass,  with 
a  figure  of  St.  George  in  armour  (Plate  6),  with  his  cross  upon  his  surcoal 
and  upon  the  pennon  in  his  right  hand,  while  on  a  shield  over  his  head  were 
the  arms  of  Elrington  (argent,  on  a  fess  dancetty  sable,  between  five  herons 
five  bezants)  impaling  those  of  Echingham  (azure,  a  fret  argenf).^ 

The  two  chief  religious  foundations  connected  with  the  church  in 
pre-Reformation  times  were  (i)  the  chantry  of  Sir  John  Elrington  and  (ii)  the 
charity  of  Angela  Johns. 

(i)  On  5th  June,  1482,  a  licence  was  granted**  to  the  former  to  found 
"  in  honour  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  his  Mother, 

*  John  de  Waltham  was  appointed  vicar  on  2/th  February,  1323-4  on  the  presentation  of 
Richard  de  Aston,  Archdeacon  of  London.  (Hennessy's  Novum  Repertorium,  pp.  392;  6.) 

t  According  to  Hatton  (New  fieto  of  London),  however,  the  length  of  the  church  wa»  75  feet. 

$  In  one  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Journeys  to  Enfield  she  is  said  to  have  been  much  pleased  with 
these  bells  (Nichols*  Progresses  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  I.  12),  and  the  reference  to  the  "  bells  of 
Shoreditch  "  in  the  Bells  of  London  will  occur  to  every  one. 

$  Act  of  Parliament,  8  Geo.  II.  for  rebuilding. 

||  Ration's  New  View  of  London. 

f  Visitation  of  Essex,  1558,  H.S.  vol.  13,  p.  49.  Elrington's  arms  are  there  described  as 
"  argent  a  fess  dancette  charged  with  seven  bezants  between  sii  storks  sable."  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Sir  Thomas  Echingham,  and  widow  of  William  Blount,  was  Elrington's  second  wife.  She  is 
commonly  said  to  have  died  in  1481  (e.g.,  Stow's  Survey  of  London,  Kingsford's  Edn.,  II.,  p.  75) 
before  Elrington,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  she  outlived  him  and  married  a  third  time.  (See  pleas  of 
"  Thomas  Coumbe  Esquyer  and  Dame  Margaret  his  wyf,  late  the  wyf  of  Syr  John  Elryngton, 
Knyght,"  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  I.,  125/58.) 

•*  Patent  Rolls,  22  Edw.  IV.,  p.  i,  No.  549. 
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St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  St.  Margaret  the  Virgin,  a  chantry  "  to  celebrate 
divine  service  "  in  a  chapel  of  the  same  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  newly  built 
by  him  on  the  north  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Leonard  Shoreditch."  The 
annual  value  of  the  foundation  was  j£8  2s.  8d.,  made  up  as  follows*  : — 


Lands    in    Enfieldf    in    the    tenure    of   John 

Assheley 
A  tenement  with  certain  lands  in  the  tenure  of 

John  Sawyer 
A  pasture  in  the  tenure  of  Thos.  Gyslingbury  - 
A  parcel  of  lands  in  the  tenure  of  John  Cock     - 


£,  s.  d. 
-568 


-      2 


O 
'3 


O 

4 


2     8 


Of  this  amount  £7  represented  the  salary  of  the  chantry  priest,  J 
exclusive  of  45.  allowed  for  his  chamber. 

(ii)  No  record  has  been  discovered  of  the  founding  of  Angela  Johns' 
charity.  It  was,  however,  subsequent  to  1527,  for  both  Angela  and  her 
husband,  who  died  before  her,§  were  alive  in  November  of  that  year.||  The 
annual  value  of  the  foundation  was  £j  193.  8d.^[  made  up  of  rents  received 
in  respect  of  tenements  in  Shoreditch  in  the  tenure  of  — 

£  s.  d. 

Henry  Towne**  -     I     6     8 


Thomas  Perkyns 


** 


13     4 


Elrington. 


*  Ministers'  Accounts,  Land.  &c  Mdx.,  No.  298,  1-2,  Edw.  VI. 

f  Described  in  a  sale  to  John  Halson  and  Bart.  Brokesby  in  1 549  as  "  a  grove  of  wood,  etc., 
called  le  Churchelandes  of  Seynt  leonard  in  Shordyche,  containing  by  estimation  two  acres  " 
(Patent  Rolls,  3  Edw.  VI.,  816).  Another  part  of  the  foundation  consisted  in  a  messuage  and 
garden  called  "  Gossard  alias  Austyns."  (See  grant  to  John  Farnham,  20  July,  1576,  Land  Revenue 
Enrolments,  XLVIIL,  f.  175.)  This  had  formerly  belonged  to  John  Hill,  who  mentions  it  in 
his  will  (P.C.C.,  13  Stockton)  as  "  placea  mea  quam  nuper  tenuit  quidam  Gossord  jacentem  inter 
Ricardum  Purdon  et  le  Churche  hous."  It  seems  to  have  been  purchased  by  Elrington  in  1476-7 
from  William  Holwey  and  Clementia,  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Hill  (Feet  of  Fines,  16  Edw.  IV.). 

•t-  "[Sir]  James  Stocton,  morow  masse  prest  "  (Exch.  Augmentn.;  Certificates  of  Chantries 
&  Colleges,  xxxiv,  126).  In  the  will,  dated  I7th  Deer.,  1545,  of  John  Alyn  (P.C.C.,  5  Alen)  a 
bequest  of  33.  4d.  is  made  to  Thomas  Stoughton,  "  morrowe  masse  prest  of  the  said  parishe  of 
St.  Leonardes."  From  other  sources  it  may  be  proved  that  Thomas  is  correct. 

§  See,  e.g.,  grant  to  Tanner  and  Bocher  (Patent  Rolls,  3  Edw.  VI.,  p.  6,  820)  in  which 
property  is  described  as  having  been  given  to  the  foundation  by  "  Angell  Johns  viduam" 

||  William  Johns  and  Angela,  his  wife,  in  the  Octave  of  St.  Martin,  19  Henry  VIII.,  sold 
a  messuage,  garden,  curtilage  and  3  acres  of  meadow  in  Hoxton  to  William  Marlar  (Feet  of  Fines, 
Midd.,  17-20,  Henry  VIII.). 

Tf  Ministers'  Accounts,  ut  supra. 

**  Granted  to  Willm.  Wynlove  and  Ric.  Felde,  17  June,  1550  (Patent  Rolls,  4  Edw.  VI. 
No.  829).  The  tenement  of  Towne  is  described  as  the  inn  "  commonly  called  the  sign  of  the  Horse 
Showe  ....  in  Halywell  Strete." 
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d. 

Robert  Hyncheclyf  * 

Thomas  White* 

Philip  Gybsonf  4 

William  Upchurche$ 

LS  *     8 

The  purposes  of  the  foundation  are  described  $  as  "  entent  that 
the  churchewardcns  shulde  yerely  dyscharge  the  pore  peop}<  of  the  said 
parishe  of  all  maner  of  dewties  and  charges  for  and  conser  charges 

at  Easter,  ther  iiij  offcryng  dayes,  ther  howselyng,  for  th-  :  light  to 

the  rode  lofte,  and  suche  licke." 

Other  property  held  by  the  church  for  what  became  k;  "  super- 

stitious" purposes  consisted  of  (i)  half  an  acre  of  meadow  in  I  Marsh,  || 

and  (ii)  three  acres  of  land  in  Hackney  Marsh  called  th  .       * 

both  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  a  lamp  in  Shoreditch  Curch. 

At  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  chantries,  etc.,  there  wea  two  Frater- 
nities connected  with  the  church.  In  the  course  of  his  eviden<  **  ^'iven  in 
(589  by  Thomas  Haddon,  on  the  subject  of  the  school-hou  -cntioned 

that  "  when  he  ....  was  youngc  [he  was  70  years  old  :  the  time  of 
his  deposition]  many  of  the  parishioners  .  .  .  being  laymen  nd  womcnn, 
did  sondry  tymcs  meete  togither  and  did  make  good  cheere' ogether  and 
contrybute  their  monyes  towardes  the  mayntenaunce  and  i  L'C  of  the 

churche,tt  which  meetinges  were  termed  amongst  them  brothtfaoodes,  vi/., 
One  Brotherhood  of  St.  Christoffer  and  St.  James,  and  <  ( >ur 

Lady  :  and  the  place  of  their  meetinge  was  at  the  house  wh-  illiamson 

did  dwell."      Other  references  to  these  two  Fraternities  occiv^J  as  al 
reference§§  in  1366  to  the  Fraternity  of  the  Rood. 

Before  the  Reformation  the  church  contained  images  ot  the  Virgin 

•  Reported  as  in  ruin  and  decay,  and  leased  for  2 1  years  at  6s.  8d.  a  year  each  i  Piers  Doubell, 
ijth  March,  1573  (Land  Revenue  Enrolments,  XLVIII.,  115). 

t  Consisting,  in  1571,  of  four  tenements  "  in  great  ruin  and  decay  "  and  Icawi  on  ist  Novr. 
to  Thos.  Yeoman  for  40  years  at  43$.  a  year.  (Ibid.,  XLVII.,  277-8). 

\  Sold  to  Tanner  and  Bocher  ut  tupra.  According  to  an  indenture  of  .•  ti  (i  579-80) 

between  Peter  Moonc  and  Hugh  and  Robt.  Offlcy  the  tenement  "  of  the  parish  chtnh,  now  or  late 
in  occupation  of  William  Upchurchc,  brewer  "  formed  the  northern  boundai  ''hite  Horse, 

aftcrwardsrcprescntedbyNos.68-70,  High  Street.  (Endowed  Charities,  County  of  Linn,  VI.,  p. 69.) 

$  Excheq,  Augmentn.     Certificates  of  Chantries  Sc  Colleges,  XXXIV., 

||  Granted  on  26th  January,  1 569-70,  to  Nicasius  Yctsweirt  and  Bart.  Brokesh  ind  described 
as  "  inter  terram  Vinccnti  Randall  ex  parte  oriental!  et  communcm  riv.i  m  ex  parte 

occidcnuli  ac  inter  terram  vocatam  the  lampe  lande  pertinentem  ecclesie  de  Hacaey  .... 
in  tenura  ....  Johis  Mondes  "(Patent  Roil,  12  Eliz.  1070). 

H  Leased  on  2nd  July,  1569,  to  Robert  Rigbic  for  21  years  at  a  rent  of  ^  Augmentation 
Office,  Enrolment  of  Leases,  M  Eliz.  14). 

••  Exchequer  Depositions,  31  F.liz.,  Easter,  Midd.  No.  18. 

ft  For  some  inexplicable  reason  Ellis  transcribes  the  word  as  "  smith." 

tt  See  wills  of  Robt.  Hcryong  (P.C.C.,  17  Moonc),  John  Hill  (P.C.i:>j,  Stockton) 
and  William  Toppeffeld  (P.C.C.,  35,  Adeane). 

ft  Will  of  Nicholas  Otewy  (Wills  of  Court  of  Hustings,  II.,  p.  95). 
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Mary,  St.  Katherine,  and  St.  Margaret.  In  a  record  dating*  from  about 
1350  we  re  told  that  thieves  broke  in  and  carried  off  two  silk  hoods 
(capitegiaj'/orth  6s.  8d.,  viz.,  one  from  the  image  of  the  Blessed  Mary  and 
another  fro;  the  image  of  St.  Katherine.  The  altar  of  St.  Katherine  appears 
to  have  ben  in  the  south  aisle. f  Again,  Robert  Heryong  in  his  will$  dated 
2nd  May,  1500,  desired  burial  "in  the  Chauntry  Chapell§  afore  thymage 
of  Seynt  Aargarete."  Mention  is  also  made  of  a  chapel  of  St.  Mary 
Magdal 

In  id i  a  gallery  was  built^f  within  the  great  door  of  the  church  "  well 
pewed  in  uk,"  and  we  are  told**  that  the  pulpit  was  in  cedar. 

In  t>iy  a  gallery  was  erected  on  the  north  side  of  the  church  at  the 
cost  of  cmin  parishioners,  and  in  1630  Capt.  James  Slade,  a  servant  of  the 
East  In  mpany,  built  a  gallery  on  the  south  side  of  the  church.  A  long 
seat  was  ctween  that  and  the  north  gallery  "  for  the  Catechising  of  Youth 
out  of  rh  Pulpit,  according  to  the  Order  then  given,"tf  but  there  are 
apparent'  no  illustrations  of  these  galleries. 

In  t>75  the  church  was  repaired. Jf  In  1700  the  chancel  was  raised 
and  and  the  altar-piece  freshly  painted  with  the  Commandments, 

Lord's  P*yer  and  Creed  in  white  on  a  black  ground,  while  the  whole  was 
enclosed  -ithin  a  balustraded  rail.§§  At  the  time  of  these  repairs,  we  are 
told,  "  snic  rogues,  having  concealed  themselves  in  the  church,  stripped 
the  pulps  cloth,  etc.,  of  their  gold  and  silver  orrice  embroidery,  etc.,  which 
had  but  jot  been  put  at  the  expence  of  Samuel  Benson,  Esq."||||  Some  velvet 
remainiti  was  used  in  the  new  church.  Further  repairs  were  carried  out 
to  the  oL  church  in  1704.^ 

In  pite  of  the  repairs  effected  from  time  to  time  the  condition  of  the 
buili  w  far  from  safe.  According  to  a  note  on  West  and  Toms' 

engravin  of  the  church,  the  parishioners  in  1711  unsuccessfully  petitioned 
Parliamc-.  that  a  new  church  to  take  the  place  of  the  ancient  structure  mi^ht 
be  indued  among  the  fifty  churches  to  be  built  within  the  area  of  the  Bills 
of  Morn.ty.*** 

*  Aneitt  Indictments,  66/63. 

f  Joh  i  lill,  in  1457,  desired  to  be  buried  in  the  south  aisle  "  cz  opposite  Altari  See. 
Katcrine  "  C.C.C.,  13,  Stockton). 

\  P.C  ,17  Moone. 

$  i.e.,  Irington's  chapel. 

||  Joh:  Watts  in  his  will  (P.C.C.,  12,  Maynwaryng),  dated  8th  June,  1521,  desires  burial 
"  afore  my  rwe  in  the  thapell  of  Saint  Mary  Magdalene  founded  in  the  parishe  church  of  Saint 
"  Leoi  virditchc  where  I  am  parishcn." 

^|  By  vtn.  Thornton  (Denne's  Register  of  Benefactions,  p.  3). 

**  Harm's  New  View  of  London,  1708. 

ft  Sfye's  cdn.  of  Stow's  Survey  of  London,  1755,  II.,  p.  53. 

#  "        ...  and  nothing  has  been  done  to  it  since  worthy  to  be  called  a  repair."    (New 

/>in,  etc.,     .     .     .     .     by  the  company  of  parish  clerks  (1732).) 

H. inn's  New  View  of  London  and   Strypc's  cdn.  of  Stow's  Survey  of  London,  II.,  p.  50. 
Eli's  History  of  Shore  ditch,  p.  5. 
f  li. ion's  New  View  of  London. 
*  Sch  a  petition  seems  quite  likely,  but  no  record  of  it  has  been  discovered. 
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At  some  date  unknown,  but  apparently  in  or  about  the  year  1713*  a 
high  wind  carried  off  a  part  of  one  of  the  corners  of  the  steeple,  exposing  two 
of  the  bells.  On  2jrd  December,  1716,  a  much  more  serious  accident  took 
place.  According  to  Ellis,  one  of  the  corners  of  the  tower  gave  way,  but 
Malcolmf  states  that  "  the  walls  of  the  old  church  rent  asunder,  with  a 
frightful  sound,  during  Divine  service,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  mortar 
falling,  the  congregation  fled  on  all  sides  to  the  doors,  where  they  severely 
injured  each  other  by  their  efforts  to  escape."  A  contemporary  reference^ 
rather  supports  the  second  account. 

As  a  result  of  these  incidents,  which  revealed  the  bad  structural 
condition  of  the  building,  as  well  as  because  of  its  unhealthy  state, 
largely  due  to  the  floor  being  eight  feet  below  the  level  of  the  street,§  the 
bishop  informed  the  inhabitants  that  they  must  either  thoroughly  repair  or 
rebuild  the  church. 

In  1733,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  view  the  fabric  of  the  church, 
and  it  was  decided  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  erect  a  new  building.  In 
1735  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained  appointing  trustees,  and  authorising 
them  to  "  cause  the  said  parish  church  and  the  steeple  thereof  to  be  pulled 
down  and  to  be  rebuilt  after  such  model,  and  of  such  dimensions  and  of  such 
materials,  and  in  such  manner  as  by  the  said  trustees  shall  be  agreed  upon." 
The  Act  further  authorised  the  erection  of  a  "  tabernacle  "  during  the 
rebuilding.  On  6th  October,  1735,  tne  wor^  °f  setting  up  this  temporary 
structure||  in  the  churchyard  was  begun,  and  on  3151  May,  1736,  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  old  church  was  commenced. 

Several  views  of  the  old  church  are  extant.    Mention  may  be  made  of — 
(i)  View  by  West  and  Toms,   dated   1735,  showing  the  church 

from  the  East  (Plate  4). 
(ii)  View  from  the  west  as  in  1695,  reproduced  on  invitation  ticket 

of  1720^  (Plate  3). 
(iii)  Distant  view  from  north  in  Eyre's  Views  of  the  Fortifications 

of  London,  1642-3  (see  p.  41). 
(iv)  View  from  south-west  by  Lens  in  1735. 

*  Ellis  (History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  3)  states  that  it  was  "  about  four  years  before  the  rebuild- 
ing "  of  the  church,  »>.,  about  1732,  but  at  the  same  time  implies  that  it  was  three  years  before  the 
incident  of  1716,  which  he  wrongly  ascribes  to  "  about  a  year  before  "  the  rebuilding. 

t  Londinium  Redwivum,  IV.,  p.  20. 

\  "  Last  Sunday  the  church  at  Shoreditch  giving  a  frightful  crack,  the  audience,  seeing 
a  great  deal  of  mortar  fall  down  from  the  ceiling,  ran  out  in  such  confusion  that  several  persons  were 
dangerously  hurt  in  the  crowd  (Weekly  Journal  or  BritiiA  Gazetteer,  Saturday,  29th  December, 
1716). 

§  Note  on  West  and  Toms'  engraving  of  the  church. 

||  According  to  Ellis  (History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  3)  it  stood  at  the  back  of  the  present  church, 
leaving  just  enough  room  between  for  the  men  to  work.  It  was  very  large  and  held  all  the 
pewing  of  the  old  church,  with  the  pulpit,  desk,  clock,  and  two  bells.  Upon  the  opening  of  the 
new  church  it  was  removed  to  the  church  of  St.  Botolph,  Aldgate,  for  a  similar  purpose  and  was 
afterwards  sold  to  the  authorities  of  a  country  parish. 

*  The  view  in  Ellis's  History  of  Shoreditch  is  obviously  a  late  and  not  too  accurate  reproduction 
of  this. 
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The  western  gateway,  which  appears  to  have  been  of  early  Renaissance 
design,  had  a  representation  of  the  rooth  Psalm  in  a  musical  setting,  while 
on  the  lintel  over  it  were  carved  emblems  of  mortality  :  a  skeleton  lying  at 
full  length  and  two  skulls  with  an  hour-glass  on  the  top  of  the  pediment. 

Smart  Lethieullier*  produced  before  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in 
X739t  a  P^an  (Plate  5)  of  the  old  church  indicating  the  positions  of  30  monu- 
ments, as  well  as  five  drawings  (Plates  6  to  8)  of  monuments,  all  prepared 
by  Sir  Charles  Frederick  in  1735,  anc^  now  preserved  in  the  British  Museum.^ 
As,  with  two  exceptions  (see  below),  the  list  compiled  by  Lethieullier  to  accom- 
pany the  plan  contains  all  the  monuments  recorded  as  being  in  the  old  church, 
it  is  here  reproduced.  Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  were  afterwards  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  church  and  are  described  among  the  monuments  of  that 
building.  Historical  and  other  additions  to  Lethieullier's  list  are  printed  in 
small  type. 

Monuments  in  The  Church  of  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch,  before  it  was 
pulled  down  A°  1735  •  •  •  •  N.B.  thofe  marked  thus  *  have  theyr 
Epitaphs  printed  in  ye  Last  Edit,  of  Stowes  Survey.  § 

1.  A    Monument  for   4    Ladys    of   the  Westmerland    &    Rutland 
Familys.* 

[Plate  7.  The  ladies  in  question  were  :  (i)  Lady  Katharine  Stafford  (d.  1553),  daughter 
of  Edward,  duke  of  Buckingham  and  wife  of  Ralph  earl  of  Westmoreland;  (ii)  Lady  Eleanor 
(d.  1551),  daughter  of  Sir  William  Fasten,  and  wife  of  Thomas,  earl  of  Rutland;  (iii)  Lady 
Margaret  Neville  (d.  1560),  daughter  of  Ralph,  earl  of  Westmoreland,  and  wife  of  Henry, 
earl  of  Rutland;  (iv)  Lady  Katherine  Neville  (d.  1591),  daughter  of  Henry,  earl  of  West- 
moreland, and  wife  of  Sir  John  Constable.  The  monument  was  also  in  memory  of  (v)  Sir 
Thomas  Manners  (d.  1591)  and  Oliver  Manners  (d.  1563),  fourth  and  fifth  sons  of  Thomas, 
earl  of  Rutland.] 

2.  Jane  Hansby  Grand-daughter  to  Sr  Tho*  Manners,  ob.  1617.* 

3.  Theodosia  Vavasour,  ob.  1616.* 

4.  Sr  Tho"  Seymer,  Ld  Mayor  of  London,  ob.  1532.* 

[Sir  Thomas  Semer  (Seymour)  was  mayor  in  1526-7,  Master  of  the  Mercers'  Company 
1518  &  1526,  and  died  on  nth  December,  1535.  The  inscription  on  the  tomb  which  gave 
the  year  as  1532  must  be  due  to  a  mistake.||  The  monument  also  records  "  Dame  Mary  his 
wife  "  who  outlived  him.  He  left  405.  "  to  the  reparacons  of  the  parish  church  of  Shordich 
nere  London."] 

5.  Sr   Humphrey    Starky   Cheife   Baron   of  The    Exchequer   Temp. 
Hen.  VII.* 

[He  was  made  chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  1484,  and  died  1486,  leaving  bequests  to  the 
church  of  Shoreditch,  in  which  he  desired  to  be  buried  "  according  to  my  degree."  He  also 

•  F.R.S.  and  F.S.A.,  b.  1701,  d.  1760. 
f  Cough's  British  Topography,  1780. 
$  Addl.  MSS.,  Smart-Lethieullier  collection. 

§  i.f.,  Strype's  edition,  II.,  pp.  50-52.     Most  of  the  epitaphs  are  given  in  full  m  Ellis's 
History  of  Skoreditch. 

||  His  will  (.P.C.C.,  31  Hogen)  is  dated  I4th  May,  1533. 
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provided  for  "  an  honest  prest  of  good  conversation  and  condicion  to  sing  ...  in  the 
same  church  for  x  hole  yeres  "  at  a  salary  of  ten  marks  a  year.  (P.C.C.,  25  Logge.)  The 
monument  also  records  "  Isabella,  his  wife."  She  died  in  1496.] 

6.  Anne  Dixon,  ob.  1656. 
[Wife  of  Thomas  Diion.] 

7.  Catherine  Lively,  ob.  1623.^ 

[Wife  of  Edward  Lively  and  daughter  of  Henry  Hodge,  brewer.] 

8.  Anne  Slater,  ob.  1681. 

9.  Anne  the  wife  of  Richard  Leigh  Merchant,  ob.  i6i8.»!< 

[Erected  by  Richard  Leigh  in  memory  of  his  wife  Anne,  "  who  lieth  here  interred  by  the 
body  of  Richard  Brattuph,  her  first  husband,"  and  of  her  three  children,  Richard,  Sarah  and 
John  Brattuph.] 

10.  George  Gips  ob.  i6ii.»J« 

11.  Benjamin  Ash  Merchant  ob.  1726. 

12.  George  Finnimer,  ob.  167 
*i3.  Elizabeth  Benson,  ob.  1710. 

14.  Eliz;   wife  to  John  Skory  Bishop  of  Hereford,  ob.  1592  near  her 
Lies  Her  Son  Sylvanus  Skory,  ob.  1617.^ 

[Seep.  171.] 

15.  Wm.  Fremlin,  Esq.  ob.  1645.^ 
[Win.  Fremlin  of  the  East  India  Company's  Service.] 

1 6.  Easter  Haughton  ob.  i668.»J« 

[Ellis  gives  the  date  of  death  of  Esther  Haughton,  wife  of  Samuel  Haughton,  as  1688.] 
*I7-  Francis  and  Sarah  Clerk  ob.  Ille  1690,  Ilia  1709. 

1 8.  John  Austen,  Esq.  ob.  1650^. 

19.  No  inscription. 

20.  Thomas  Austen  Esqr.  ob.  1658. 

21.  Dr.  Giles  Pooley  ob.  1720. 

22.  The  Revd.  Mr.  Richd.  Wilson  ob.  1734. 

23.  Srjohn  Elrington  &  his  Lady. 
[Plate  8.] 

24.  Robert  Hary  Young  ob.  1545.^ 

[Plate  7.  The  monument  is  in  memory  of  Robert  Haryong  and  Margaret  his  wife, 
Richard  his  son  and  the  latter's  wives  Elizabeth  and  Margaret.  Both  Robert  and  Richard 
were  Provosts  of  the  Mint.  It  was  the  latter,  not  Robert,  who  died  in  1545.] 

25.  Sr  Alexander  St.  John  Kt.  his  lady  ob.  1656.^ 

[Margaret,  daughter  of  John  Trye,  married  (i)  Thomas  Drayner  (see  p.  58)  who  died 
2nd  June  1632,  and  (ii)  on  I2th  November,  1633,  Alexander  St.  John,  son  of  Oliver,  Lord 
St.  John,  baron  of  Bletso.] 

26.  Sr  Tho*  Leigh  ob. 

[Plate  6,  see  p.  17.] 
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27.  John  Byde  Esqr  ob.  1665.^ 

[See  below.] 
*28.  Thos  &  John  Austen  Esqr\^ 

29.  Winifride  &  Mariana  Ye  Wife  and  Daur  of  Sr  Charles  Pitfield, 
in  a  Vault  belonging  to  Ye  Family.  The  Wife  died  1676, 
YeDaur  1673. 

*3O.  Richard  Wallis  gent  ob.  1726 

Mary  Mason  Neice  to  Ye  R.  Wallis  ob.  173^. 
Joseph  Mason  Gent  Her  Husband  ob.  1733. 

The  two  additional  memorials  of  which  we  have  information  are*  : — 

31.  Cuthbert  Burbage  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  (d.  1636). 

32.  John  Gadde  (d.  14     .     .     .)  and  Anne  his  wife  (d.  1483-4). 

The  Byde  memorial  (No.  27  above)  was  transferred,  on  the  demolition 
of  the  old  church,  to  the  chapel  at  Ware  Park,f  and  is  now  on  the  north  wall 
of  the  chancel  in  the  little  church  of  St.  Leonard's,  Bengeo,  Herts.  As  the 
monument  is  still  in  existence  a  description  of  it  is  here  given  (Plate  9). 

It  is  an  interesting  grey  and  white  marble  monument  in  excellent 
preservation.  It  is  supported  on  carved  corbels  and  has  a  moulded  frame 
enclosing  an  elliptical  panel,  enriched  with  a  border  of  acanthus  leaves. 
Ionic  columns  at  the  sides  support  an  entablature  which  breaks  forward 
over  the  panel  and  is  surmounted  by  a  broken  segmental  pediment,  in  which 
is  a  shield  bearing  the  arms  of  Byde,  with  helm,  mantling  and  crest.  The 
arms  are  : — Or,  on  a  pile  engrailed  azure,  3  anchors  erect  or.  Crest :  an  arm 
erect  vested  azure  (cuffed  argent)  holding  in  the  hand  an  anchor  sable,  the 
fluke  or.  Resting  on  the  pediment  and  issuing  from  behind  each  side  of  the 
helm  are  swags  of  fruit. 

THE    PRESENT    CHURCH. 

The  foundation-stone^:  of  the  present  structure  was  laid  on  I5th  Novem- 
ber, 1736,  and  the  first  service  was  held  in  the  church  on  23rd  August,  1740. 
The  cost  of  building,  including  the  provision  of  the  "  tabernacle,"  parlia- 
mentary expenses,  etc.,  but  not  including  the  vestry,  churchyard  wall,  and  a 

*  Strype's  edn.  of  Stow's  Survey  of  London,  II.,  p.  52. 
t  Ellis,  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  64. 

^  The  stone  is  at  the  present  time  covered  up  and  cannot  be  read.    According  to  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine  (XI.,  p.  682)  the  inscription  is  as  follows : — 
Has  jEdes  in  Dei  Cultum  &  Honorem 
PAROCHIANI  autoritate  publica 
Sed  fuis  fumptibus  a  fundamentis  refecerunt 
Et  hunc  lapidem  AKPOTONIAION  pofuit 
JOHANNES  DENNE,  S.T.P.  Ecclefiae  Vicarius 

xv°  Die  Novembris  A.D.  MDCCXXXVI. 
GEORCIO  DANCE,  Architecto 

GuLlELMO     GOSWELL 

CAROLO  DUNN 
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few  other  items,  amounted  to  £7,485.*  To  meet  this  the  trustees  appointed 
under  the  Act  of  1735  were  authorised  to  borrow  money  and  grant  annuities 
on  the  burial  and  other  rates  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  £8,000  at  8|  per 
cent.  This  authority  was  apparently  exercised  to  the  full. 

The  architect  was  George  Dance,  the  elder,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
architects  of  the  day."f 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Some  repairs  were  being  effected  to  the  steeple  in  1920,  and  the 
opportunity  was  taken  to  secure  measurements  to  enable  complete  drawings 
to  be  made  both  of  the  church  and  the  steeple  (Plates  13  to  16). 

The  general  treatment  of  the  exterior  of  the  building  is  severely  plain, 
the  western  front,  with  its  dignified  steeple  and  Doric  portico  executed  in 
Portland  stone,  alone  having  architectural  pretensions.  Originally  it  was 
probably  more  imposing,  as  it  was  approached  by  ten  steps,  now  reduced  to 
four. 

The  portico  (Plate  12)  has  a  panelled  and  moulded  soffit  surmounted  by  a 
pediment.  Rising  behind  this  pediment  is  the  steeple,  192  feet  in  height,  of 
considerable  distinction  and  elegance  of  design.  It  has  three  main  stages 
changing,  with  success,  from  the  solidity  of  the  base  to  the  lightness  of  the 
terminating  spire,  reminiscent  somewhat  of  the  steeple  of  St.  Mary-le-Bow, 
though  hardly  on  Wren's  supreme  level  of  architectural  quality.  Up  to 
the  level  of  the  windows  of  the  belfry  the  construction  is  square;  at  this 
point  a  series  of  corbels  occurs  forming  an  octagon,  while  above  the  con- 
struction is  cylindrical,  the  several  contractions  in  the  design  being  formed 
by  a  series  of  domes  (Plate  16).  The  steeple  may  be  regarded  as  among  the 
most  picturesque  of  the  many  of  its  period  that  London  possesses,  and 
its  situation  enables  it  to  be  viewed  to  advantage. 

Apart  from  the  two  special  features  already  referred  to,  the  general 
treatment  of  the  exterior  is  of  brick  with  stone  dressings,  the  sides  having 
two  stages  of  semi-circular  headed  windows  and  recesses  divided  by  a  plain 
stone  band.  The  main  walls  are  finished  at  the  top  with  a  moulded  cornice 
surmounted  by  a  high  brick  blocking  course,  now  cemented  over.  The 
east  end  (also  executed  in  brick  with  stone  dressings)  has  a  large  semi- 
circular-headed window  lighting  the  sanctuary,  with  a  circular  window  over, 
above  which  the  main  cornice,  following  the  rake  of  the  roof,  forms  a  pediment, 
in  which  is  placed  a  semi-circular  brick  opening  filled  in  with  louvres. 

The  new  recreation  room,  which  greatly  mars  the  south  elevation,  was 
erected  in  1902. 

The  plan  of  the  church  is  of  rectangular  form,  typical  of  the  period, 
the  nave  being  separated  from  the  aisles  by  Doric  columns  resting  on  pedestals 

•  Ellis'  History  of  Short ditch,  p.  356. 

j-  He  was  born  in  1695  (Dictionary  of  Architecture).  In  1735  he  was  appointed  to  the  office 
of  clerk  of  the  City  works.  The  Mansion  House,  designed  by  him,  and  completed  in  1753,  was 
one  of  his  chief  works.  He  was  also  responsible  for  the  churches  of  St.  Luke  in  Old  Street,  erected 
in  1732-3  and  St.  Botolph,  Aldgate,  in  1741-4. 
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and  supporting  block  entablatures.  Springing  from  the  latter  are  semi- 
circular arches  supporting  the  clerestory  walls,  in  which,  above  a  moulded 
string  course,  are  segmental-headed  windows.  The  ceiling  is  divided  into 
flat  panels  and  has  a  well  moulded  cornice. 

The  galleries  which  were  over  the  aisles  and  connected  with  the  present 
(western)  gallery  were  removed  in  1857. 

Small  vestries  are  placed  in  the  north  and  south  angles  at  the  east  end, 
the  space  between  forming  a  shallow  sanctuary,  which  has  its  complement 
in  the  west  gallery  bay. 

At  the  western  end  are  the  entrance  lobbies,  but  in  one  the  staircase 
which  led  to  the  galleries  has  been  removed  and  the  room  converted  into  a 
choir  vestry.  The  remaining  staircase  in  the  south-west  lobby,  contemporary 
with  the  church,  has  a  bold  balustrade,  square  newels  with  moulded  caps  and 
pendants,  moulded  close  outer  string  and  a  panelled  dado  continued  up  the 
staircase,  the  whole  work  being  executed  in  deal  and  painted. 

The  interior  is  lofty,  well  lighted  and  with  an  air  of  spaciousness,  which 
it  is  possible  the  removal  of  the  galleries  may  have  emphasised. 

The  church  fittings  are  as  follows  : — 

Bells. 

When  the  church  was  built,  a  peal  of  eight  bells,  cast  by  Thomas  Lester, 
of  Whitechapel,  was  provided  and  hung  in  the  tower  at  a  cost  of  j£8oo  55.* 
In  1765  two  bells  were  added  by  Messrs.  Lester  and  Pack,  of  Whitechapel, 
and  in  1807  the  London  Cumberland  Ringing  Society  added  two  more, 
making  a  total  of  twelve.  The  last-mentioned  were  cast  by  Messrs.  Mears, 
of  Whitechapel.  They  were  re-cast  in  1823  and  again  in  1913,  on  which 
occasion  Nos.  3  and  4  were  also  re-cast.  In  1820  the  "  tenor  "  was  re-cast  by 
Messrs.  Mears,  and  again  re-cast  in  1875  by  Messrs.  Blews,  of  Birmingham, 
after  it  had  been  cracked  for  many  years. 

In  1911  the  then  vicar  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  funds  to  admit 
of  the  whole  peal  being  placed  in  good  ringing  order.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  have  the  old  oak  frame  cleared  away  and  a  new  steel  frame  substituted. 
The  four  small  bells,  as  before  mentioned,  had  also  to  be  re-cast,  and  all  had 
to  be  supplied  with  new  headstocks  and  fittings.  The  work  was  carried  out 
by  Messrs.  J.  Warner  and  Sons,  of  Spitalfields,  in  1913,  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
£500.  Previous  to  this  restoration  the  bells  had  not  been  rung  for  nearly 
twenty  years. f 

*  The  cost  was  met  as  follows  : — 

£    s.  d. 

Voluntary  subscriptions        -  499    8     i 

Metal  of  old  bells  ...     219     I     3 

Fines  for  parish  offices  -        -        -        -      81  15     8 


£80°    5    - 
(Denne's  Register  of  Benefactions,  p.  27.) 

Bradley's  History  of  Shoreditch  Church. 
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All  the  bells  bear  inscriptions  recording  their  casting  or  re-casting,  and 
in  certain  cases  the  names  of  the  persons  who  bore  the  expense.     The  wording 
of  No.  5  (C)  is  exceptional  : — 
AT  PROPER  TIME  MY  VOICE  IL  RAISE  &  SOUND  To  MY  SUBSCRIBERS  PRAIS 

THO.    LESTER. 

Benefaction  Panels. 

A  list  of  charitable  bequests  to  the  parish  is  painted  on  wood  panels  to 
the  lower  portions  of  the  north  and  south  walls  of  the  sanctuary. 

Books. 

In  the  vestry,  south  of  the  sanctuary,  there  was  a  library  of  870  books, 
left  by  will  of  John  Dawson,  of  Hoxton  Market  Place,  the  shelves  of  which 
were  inscribed  "  Oct.  I4th  1763,  To  the  Vicar  and  Churchwardens  of  the 
Parish  for  the  Time  being  and  their  successors  for  ever."  The  books  were 
removed  to  the  Shoreditch  Public  Library  in  1892.  Owing  to  borrowings 
before  their  removal  227  volumes  are  missing.* 

Bread  Cupboards. 

In  the  north  and  also  in  the  south  lobby  there  is  an  oak  bread  cupboard 
(Plate  29)  5  feet  3  inches  long  and  4  feet  3  inches  high,  enclosed  by  a  pair 
of  doors  surmounted  by  a  frieze  of  the  Doric  order  with  triglyphs,  and  a 
moulded  pediment  supported  on  fluted  pilasters.  There  are  fixed  shelves 
within  and  a  note  that  50  loaves  were  formerly  placed  upon  them  and  dispensed 
on  Sunday  mornings  to  the  poor,  according  to  the  will  of  Robert  Brainsforth 
and  other  benefactors  who  left  donations  for  this  purpose. 

The  panels  of  the  doors  are  made  of  upright  slats  so  cut  as  to  give 
the  effect  of  an  openwork  screen  of  diamond-shaped  pieces  attached  to  one 
another  at  their  points. 

Chairs. 

There  are  two  chancel  chairs  with  arms,  and  two  without,  of 
Jacobean  character,  but  their  construction  and  detail  are  such  as  to  raise 
considerable  doubt  whether  they  are  not  the  product  of  the  I9th  century. 
They  are  elaborately  and  boldly  carved,  with  spiral  turning  in  the  backs 
and  side  rails,  the  seats  and  backs  being  upholstered  in  red  stamped  mohair 
velvet.  The  woodwork  is  so  heavily  stained  and  varnished  that  it  is  difficult 
to  tell  with  any  certainty  what  wood  was  used,  but  probably  it  was  English 
walnut. 

Clocks. 

The  original  clock  in  the  tower  was  set  up  in  1742,!  and  was  the  work 

•  The  catalogue  is  printed  in  Ware's  Account  of  the  Chanties  of  Shoreditch,  pp.  161  ff. 

t  The  exact  cost  is  not  known.  The  sum  of  £150,  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions  (Denne't 
Register  of  Benefactions),  was  devoted  also  to  the  cost  of  fencing  and  railing  the  west  end  of  the 
churchyard  towards  the  street. 
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of  J.  Shrie,  of  Bethnal  Green.  A  new  one  was  erected  in  1881  at  a  cost  of 
£2,00.  John  Dawson,  by  his  will  dated  i4th  October,  1763,  left  the  sum 
of  £100  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  set  of  chimes. 

The  case  enclosing  the  clock  on  the  gallery  front  is  of  a  very  elaborate 
character  in  the  style  of  Chippendale.  The  carving  consists  of  fruit  and 
flowers  surmounted  by  an  eagle  with  outstretched  wings.  It  is  placed  upon 
a  plain  ground  painted  dark  blue,  flanked  by  carved  flowers  and  fruit, 
and  framed  with  an  architectural  structure  of  carved  mouldings,  pediment 
and  side  brackets,  the  whole  of  the  ornament  being  gilded  (Plate  28). 

Communion  Table. 

In  1740  Richard  Bowles,  a  mason,  and  Ralph  Fordham,  a  cabinet 
maker,  gave  the  marble  slab  and  the  mahogany  frame  respectively  for  the 
communion  table.*  The  slab  is  in  red  scagliola,  if  inches  thick,  and  has 
been  extended  in  length  at  each  end  by  portions,  12  inches  wide,  joggled  on, 
which  make  the  dimensions  of  the  slab  now  2  feet  lof  inches  by  7  feet 
6  inches.  The  mahogany  frame  below  has  a  carved  ovolo  moulded  and 
enriched  frieze  to  the  front,  decorated  in  the  centre  with  a  cherub's  head 
and  wings.  The  upper  part  of  four  cabriole  legs  remain,  but  the  legs  them- 
selves have  been  cut  off  level  with  the  bottom  of  the  frieze,  plain  square 
ones  substituted,  and  two  intermediate  legs  added. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  recreation  room  there  is  a  small 
table  top,  supported  by  large  mahogany  cabriole  legs  which  obviously  were 
not  made  for  it,  and  which  fit  the  stumps  upon  the  existing  communion 
table  frame.  It  is  possible  that  Fordham's  gift  included  these  legs,  but 
that  the  table  not  being  high  enough  to  use  for  church  services,  the  original 
legs  were  cut  off  and  square  oak  ones  inserted,  the  marble  top  being  at  the 
same  time  lengthened.  A  restoration  of  the  original  table  is  shewn  in 
Plate  26,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  work  of 
Kent. 

Font. 

In  1740  Mrs.  Mary  Drought*  gave  ^20  towards  the  font,  which  may 
be  the  present  one  (Plate  27).  It  is  in  white  marble  with  a  grey  vein.  It 
consists  of  a  circular  basin,  supported  on  a  hexagonal  moulded  baluster 
stem,  in  a  style  contemporary  with  the  church.  A  modern  carved  oak  cover 
is  suspended  from  the  gallery  soffit. 

Gallery. 

The  gallery,  which  also  contains  the  organ,  extends  across  the  west 
end  of  the  nave.  It  has  a  deal  panelled  front  supported  on  Doric  columns, 
and  is  approached  by  the  staircase  leading  out  of  the  south-west  lobby. 

*  Denne's  Register  of  Benefactions,  p.  28. 
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Glass. 

The  sanctuary  is  enriched  with  a  painted  glass  window  made  up  of 
glass  removed  from  the  former  church  (Plate  20).  It  is  a  valuable  example 
of  early  17th-century  work,  and  is  particularly  noticeable  for  the  balancing 
of  the  colours  and  the  arrangement  of  the  figures  in  the  upper  half  of 
the  window,  which  gives  an  appearance  of  unity  to  what  are  three 
separate  subjects.  These  are  "Jacob's  Dream,"  'The  Reconciliation  of 
Jacob  and  Esau,"*  and  "  Jacob  praying  for  deliverance  from  Esau."  In 
the  last  Jacob  is  shewn  on  his  knees,  a  ribboned  scroll  issuing  from  his 
mouth  with  the  inscription :  "  Minor  sum  cunctis  miserationibus  tuis 
et  veritate  tua  quam  explevisti  servo  tuo."  Under  the  length  of  these  three 
subjects  is  painted  : — "  Ex  Dono  Thome  Austen,  Civis  et  Clothworker, 
London — Ano.  Dni.  1634."  Above  are  small  figures  of  the  four  Evangelists 
with  their  names  below,  and  on  one  side  a  panel  with  the  arms  of  the  Cloth- 
workers'  Company  (sable,  a  cheveron  ermine  between  2  habicks  in  chief  argent 
and  a  teazle  in  base  slipped  or  ;  crest,  a  mount  vert,  thereon  a  lamb 
statant  or),  and  on  the  other  side  a  panel  with  the  arms  and  crest  of  the 
donor  (azure,  on  a  cheveron  or,  between  3  lapwings  or,  3  quatrefoils 
pierced  vert;  crest,  a  lapwing  argent). 

In  the  lower  half  of  the  window  is  the  principal  subject,f  which  extends 
over  the  whole  width  and  depicts  the  Last  Supper.}:  In  the  lower  right- 
hand  corner  is  written  :  "  Baptista  Sutton  1634."  Three  small  panels  over 
have  further  subjects  : — (i)  "  Our  Lord  washing  the  feet  of  His  disciples," 
(ii)  "The  agony  in  the  garden,"  (iii)  "Judas  receiving  the  purse  of 
money,"  and  a  little  panel  on  the  bottom  left-hand  corner  represents  Judas 
hanging  from  a  tree. 

The  window  was  restored  in  1864,  and  releaded  and  repainted  in  parts 
in  1906. 

Organ. 

The  organ,  in  the  west  gallery,  originally  constructed  with  three  manuals 
by  Bridge  in  1757,  was  renovated  and  enlarged  by  Messrs.  Bishop  and  Son 
in  1913.  It  has  an  interesting  mahogany  case,  decorated  with  carved  cherubs' 
heads  as  brackets  to  the  pipe  clusters,  with  the  Crown  and  Mitre  as  terminals. 

Paintings. 

The  two  painted  panels  of  Aaron  and  Moses  which  are  now  over  the 
west  end  of  the  south  aisle  and  were  formerly  at  the  east  end  of  the  church, 
are  not  the  original  pictures  presented  by  Thos.  Page  in  1740.  The  latter 

•  Strype  calls  it  "  The  father  embracing  the  prodigal  son,"  and  describes  it  as  a  "  fair  painted 
glass  "  on  the  east  window  in  the  Vestry  hard  by  the  Chancel.  Sir  Charles  Frederick'i  note  on  plan 
(Plate  $)  also  concurs  in  this  position. 

t  This  portion  of  the  window,  described  by  Strype  as  the  east  window,  was  bought  and  set 
up  in  the  former  church  by  "  certain  parishioners  "  (Denne's  Regiiter  of  Benefactions). 

J  Sir  Chas.  Frederick's  plan  of  the  former  church  has  a  note  which  locates  this  window  at  the 
E  window  over  the  altar,  with  the  Last  Supper  well  painted  under  it. 
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were  removed  in  1792,  and  two  others  "  painted  by  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years  old,  a  scholar  of  Mr.  best's,  the  King's  Historical  Painter,  were 
substituted."* 

Plate. 

The  church  has  suffered  from  many  thefts,  and,  though  the  records 

show  various  presentations  of  plate  to  the  former  church,  all  that  remains 

<(    g    " 
consists  of    six  pewter    plates,   1 1    inches    in   diameter,  with     ~  ""  V      and 

"  F.E."  engraved  on  them  with  date  "  1677,"  which  are  preserved  in  the 
vestry. 

Peal  Boards. 

In  the  central  entrance  lobby  are  two  peal  boards,  (i)  on  a  copper  panel 
in  gilt  writing  on  a  black  ground  within  a  gilt  carved  frame,  an  inscription 
recording  the  ringing  of,  by  the  Society  of  Cumberland  Youths,  a  peal  of 
12,000  Treble  Bob  Royal,  on  27th  March,  1784  (Plate  31);  (ii)  in  gilt 
writing  on  a  black  ground  enclosed  within  a  carved  frame,  an  inscription 
recording  the  ringing,  by  the  College  Youths,  of  peals  of  10,000  and  11,080 
Oxford  Treble  Bob  Royal,  on  i8th  February  and  igth  May,  1777  (Plate  30). 
Two  other  boards  are  in  the  ringing  chamber  of  the  tower  :  (i)  in  a  deal 
moulded  frame,  with  a  pediment  over,  an  inscription  recording  the  ringing 
by  the  Society  of  Cumberland  Youths  of  a  peal  of  5,040  changes  of  new 
double  triples,  on  28th  March,  1750,  and  (ii)  in  a  deal  frame  with  ribbed 
columns  and  consoles,  an  inscription  recording  the  ringing  by  the  same 
Society  of  a  peal  of  5,220  changes  of  Court  Bob  Royal  on  7th  April,  1801. 

Pulpit. 

The  pulpit  is  hexagonal  on  plan,  supported  from  behind  by  the  shafts 
of  two  fluted  Ionic  columns  and  below  by  foliated  brackets  springing  from 
the  hexagonal  stem.  The  hexagonal  sounding  board  is  also  carried  by  the 
columns  and  has  carved  moulded  edges.  The  whole  structure  is  of  oak  of 
dark  colour  and  heavily  varnished,  and  is  contemporary  with  the  church 
(Plates  21  to  24). 

It  would  seem  that  when  the  galleries  were  removed  in  1857  the  pulpit 
was  reduced  in  height  by  shortening  the  pedestals  and  stem,  and  making 
other  alterations  which  have  not  improved  its  appearance.  This  is  particularly 
noticeable  in  the  unsubstantial  effect  of  the  feathery  brackets  supporting  the 
pulpit. 

The  raised  panels  are  inlaid,  the  front  panel  bearing  the  sacred  mono- 
gram in  an  aureole  of  twenty  points,  and  the  side  panels  having  two  pairs  of 
stars. 

The  bolection  moulding  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  pulpit  is  finely 
carved  and  freely  pierced,  except  in  the  front,  which  is  solid,  probably  a 

•  Ware's  Account  of  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  p.  76,  quoting  note  in  Dr.  Denne's  MS.  Register. 
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later  addition.  Three  out  of  the  four  pierced  carvings  are  badly  damaged, 
with  parts  missing. 

The  pulpit  is  approached  by  a  flight  of  six  steps  with  carved  spandril 
brackets,  twisted  balusters-  and  moulded  handrail.  This  staircase  has  suffered 
alterations  due  to  the  reduction  in  height,  the  newels  being  of  later  date. 

The  bottom  step  has  been  cut  away  and  a  piece  of  wood  added  of  a 
different  shape. 

Registers. 

The  registers  are  kept  in  a  large  iron  safe  in  the  vestry  and  are  in  a  very 
good  condition.  The  earliest  volumes  (size  n\  inches  by  16  inches),  written 
on  parchment,  are  bound  in  leather  with  brass  clasp  fastenings,  and  date 
from  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  (1558).  A  note  on  the  inside  of 
the  two  earliest  volumes  (volume  I.  Burials,  i8th  November,  1558  to  3ist 
January,  1654  inclusive,  and  volume  I.  Baptisms  and  Marriages,  26th  Novem- 
ber, 1558  to  3Oth  September,  1653)  states  that  they  were  bound  in  1686  by 
Francis  Emerson  and  William  Hulks,  churchwardens. 

For  a  few  years  from  1653,  marriages  were  performed  by  the  Justices, 
who,  however,  in  the  case  of  Shoreditch,  entered  the  particulars  in  the 
registers.  There  is,  therefore,  no  break  in  these  records.* 

Volume  III.  has  the  following  entry  copied  from  a  similar  entry  on  the 

original  cover  (now  destroyed) : — "  Noe  christenings  were  registered  from 

"Jan.   27,    1663    to    March    n,    1666,"    "Noe    Burialls   registered    from 

1  July  7,  1663  to  March  8,   1665  "  and  "  Noe  Marriages  registered  from 

"  July  16,  1664  to  June  3,  1666." 

Royal  Arms. 

The  Arms  are  those  of  the  Hanoverian  Dynasty  prior  to  1800.  They 
are  carved  in  wood,  gilded  and  painted  and  fixed  below  the  clock  to  the  centre 
panel  of  the  gallery  at  the  west  end  (Plate  28). 

Seating. 

The  carved  scroll  ends  to  the  screens  enclosing  the  choir  stalls  (Plate  25) 
show  the  carving  of  this  period  at  its  best,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
where  the  rest  of  the  choir  woodwork  was  sent  when  the  comparatively  modern 
stalls  and  screens  in  oak  were  erected.  The  body  of  the  church  has  plain 
panelled  seating  in  oak. 

MONUMENTS. 

The  monuments  in  the  present  church  which  date  back  to  the  period 
preceding  the  I9th  century  are  as  follows  : — 

I.  On  the  east  wall  of  the  south  entrance  lobby  a  white  marble  tablet 
(Plate  32)  to  Richard  Wallis,  his  niece  and  her  husband.  Over  the  inscrip- 
tion is  carved  a  shield  bearing  the  arms  :  Party  palewise,  argent  and  sable, 

•  A  note  on  the  top  of  the  front  page  of  Volume  II.,  signed  by  John  Bide,  zyth  September, 
1653,  records  that  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  and  householders  of  the  parish  was  held 
on  igth  September,  1653,  with  reference  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  dealing  with  this  procedure. 
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a  cheveron  between  three  mason's  squares,  all  countercoloured  (Mason)  ; 
impaling  or,  a  bend  gu/es  (Wallis).  Crest :  a  stag's  head  rased  sable^  attired 
or,  gorged  with  a  ducal  coronet  of  the  last.  The  inscription,  the  latter 
part  of  which,  relating  to  the  I9th  century,  is  omitted,  reads  : — 

Near  this  Place  lieth  Interr'd  the  Body 
of  RICHARD  WALLIS  Gent :  late  of  CHARLES 
Square  in  this  Parifh,  who  Departed  this  life 

April  lo1!1  1726,  Aged  86. 

Also  in  the  same  Place  lieth  Interr'd  the  Body 
of  his  Niece  M?  MARY  MASON,  Wife  of 

JOSEPH  MASON  Gent :    She  Departed  this  life 
January  20^  173^  Aged  66. 

Likewife  JOSEPH  MASON  Gent :   Husband  of 

the  abovefaid  M?  MARY  MASON,  who  Dep"? 

this  life  Sepf  if*  1733  Aged  74. 

South  wall  to  south  aisle  (commencing  at  the  west  end)  : — 

2.  A  moulded  light  Siena  marble  tablet  on  a  black  marble  setting 
to  Elizabeth  and  Nahum  Crosley  and  others  (Plate  33).  Over  the  inscription 
is  a  carved  cartouche  in  statuary  marble,  with  the  arms  of  Crosley  : — Gu/es,  a 
fess  between  3  cross  molines  or;  crest,  a  dragon's  head  rased,  pierced  through 
the  neck  with  an  arrow.  A  white  marble  panel  bears  the  inscription  : — 

In  a  Vault  beneath  lie  the  Remains  of 

ELIZABETH  CROSLEY  Wife  of  NAHUM  CROSLEY 
of  this  Parifh,   Gent.     Died  February  26'!"  1760 
in  the  $4*  Year  of  her  Age. 

Alfo  NAHUM,  Son  of  NAHUM  and  ELIZABETH  CROSLEY 
Died  April  29*  1760,  in  the  26'!"  Year  of  his  age. 

Alfo  MARY  COOKE  Daughter  of  the  above  died  March  2* 
1773,  in  the  33?  Year  of  her  age. 

Likewife  NAHUM  CROSLEY  Hufband  of  the  abovefaid 
ELIZABETH  CROSLEY  died  Feb7  4*  1774  in  the  68th  Year  of  his  age. 

Alfo  Mf  PETER  WHITELOCK  of  this  Parifh  departed 
this  life  Auguft  10  '.h  1781  Aged  79  Years 

Alfo  Captn  JAMES  ALEXANDER  a  fmcere  Friend  to 
the  above  family,  departed  this  life  September  the  27l.b  1781  Aged  62  Years. 

Alfo  the  Body  of  SAMUEL  CROSLEY  Son  of  the  above 
who   departed   this   life   December   3"?  1784  Aged  47   Years. 

Alfo  ELIZABETH  CROSLEY  wife  of  the  above 

SAMUEL  CROSLEY  Died  February  12th  1789  Aged  55  Years. 

Alfo  M^  MARY  HILLS  Died  Feb?  9*  1790 

'in  the  59*  Year  of  her  Age.' 
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3.  A   black   and   white   moulded   marble   tablet   commemorating   the 
Rev.  Edward  Kimpton  and  Anne  his  wife  belongs  to  the  I9th  century,  but 
contains  references  to  their  children  :   Thomas  Edward  Rickard   Kimpton 
(d.  22nd  May   1784,  aged  16),  the  Rev.  William  Willmot  Kimpton  (d.  yth 
November  1798,  aged  26),  Edward  Kimpton  (d.  7th  January,  1798,  aged  21) 
and  Mary  Anne  Kimpton  (died  in  infancy). 

4.  In  an  architectural  white  marble  frame  resting  on  carved  brackets 
is  a  black  marble  panel  (Plate  34)  to  the  brothers  Austen.     It  has  a  broken 
segmental  pediment,  in  which  is  a  shield  bearing  the  arms  of  Austen  sur- 
mounted   by  a  helm,  with  mantling   and    crest    (a  lapwing).     Below   the 
panel  are  two  shields  bearing  on  the  left : — Azure,  on  a  cheveron  between 
3  lapwings  or  3  quatrefoils  vert,  in  chief  a  label  of  3   points  gules  (Austen); 
sable  a  wolf  salient  or,  in  chief  a  fleur-de-lys  between  two  pellets  or  (Wilson); 
and  on  the  right : — Austen,  with  a  crescent  in  chief  for  difference ;  Barry  of 
5,  or  and  sable,  in  chief  3  crosses  patty  gules  (Winstanly). 

The  inscription  reads  : — 

Near  to  this  place  in  the  Chancell  by  the  Communion 
Table  lyeth  Interred  the  Bodyes  of  Thomas  Auften 
and  lohn  Auften  Ef1™ :  two  moft  dearly  affectionate 
Brothers  (On  each  side  of  their  worthy  Father 
Thomas  Auften  Efq|)  of  this  parish  who  were 
both  of  the  Hon1?1  house  of  Lincolns*  Inn. 
Thomas  Auften  Marryed  Katherne  Wilfon  daughter 
to  Robert  Wilfon  Citizen  and  Draper  of  London 
had  ifhue  by  her  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  and 
departed  this  life  the  31 'I1  October  1658  aged  36  yeares 
lohn  Auften  Marryed  Sufanna  Winftanly  daughter 
to  lames  Winftanly  Esq*:  had  ifhue  by  her  a  daughter 
and  departed  this  life  the  29th  February  1659 
aged  32  yeares. 

RESVRGEMVS. 

5.  A  white  marble  monument  (Plate  35)  of  fantastic  design  shews 
two  skeletons  tearing  asunder  an  oak  tree,  suspended  from  the  branches  of 
which  is  a  draperied  panel  bearing  the  following  inscription  : — 

Quicquid  mart  debuit 

ELIZABETHS  BENSON, 

Clariffimi  Philofophi  Fill*, 

Clariffimi  German*, 

Gente  Paternd  Ata-vis  Pannoni*  Regibus, 
Materna  Equejtribus  Cantianis,  edit*; 

Matron*  Religiof* 

Sanct*,  Pi*,  Munific*, 

Ingenio  vivido, 
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Antiqua.  Virtute,   &  Fide, 
Hujus  Ecclefi*  Coemeterio, 
Sub  eodem  Sepulchrali  marmore  contegitur 
Quo  Pia  Fraternos  cineres  condiderao. 

Hanc  talem ;  Heu  !  Nonagenariam, 

Valentem,  nee  Senectutis  fuae  poenitentem, 

Infidiofe  Libitina  Pede  proripuit ; 

Et  Stamina  vita  non  ecoluta  Junt 

fed  difrupta, 

XIV0.    KAL.    IAN. 
MDCCX. 

Below  the  panel  and  resting  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  is  a  carved  cartouche 
with  the  arms  of  Benson  : — Or,  three  trefoils  bendwise  slipt  vert,  between 
two  cotises  gules ;  impaling  Huniiades  :  azure  a  bird  close  on  a  radicated 
staff  bendwise  sable,  beaked  and  eyed  or,  in  his  beak  a  golden  ring. 

On  the  root  of  the  oak  is  the  motto  \-RAPIT  MATURIOR  FIS. 

North  Aisle. 

6.  A  memorial  to  William  Champion  (d.  1799)  and  Ann,  his  wife, 
consisting  of  an  inscription  on  a  moulded  white  marble  on  grey  backing 
surmounted  by  an  urn,  dates  from  the  I9th  century. 

7.  A  moulded  Derbyshire  and  statuary  marble  tablet  with  inscription 
on  a  circular  panel  of  statuary  marble  : — 

Near  this  Place 
lieth  the  Body  of 

JOSEPH  NEWSON  ESQR. 

of  this  Parifh,  One  of  His  Majefty's  Juftices 
of  the  Peace,  for  the  Counties  of  Middlefex 
and  EJsex,  Who  departed  this  Life  the 
22d  day  of  June,   1770,  Aged  34. 

The  latter  part  of  the  inscription  is  omitted,  as  it  relates  to  the  I9th 
century. 

8.  On  a  carved  draperied  white  marble  monument  (Plate  36)  with  a 
cartouche  over,  the  following  inscription  : — 

Subtus  jacent  Fr  :  Clerke  Am  :  Mr :  & 
Sarae  uxoris  ejus  exuviae,  quas 

Deposuere; 
Alter  Sepbris  25'°:  An:  Dorn  :  1690. 

^Etatis  65  : 

Altera  cum  Viri  obifum  charifsimi 

Annos  pene  20  :  flevifset  vidua 

ejus  hie  in  gremio  demium 
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doloribus  succubuit, 
Aug:    17  1709. 

yEtatis  64. 

Hie  ex  antiqua  de  Chisfield  in  agro  Hertf : 

prosapia  ortum  ultimus  tulit,  marium  inde 

omnium  et  ultimus  morti  cefsit; 

Ecclefiae  Stoke-dauborn  Surr  : 

olim  Rector. 
Ilia  Rich  :  Bankes  3bus  Regibus  Lapicidae 

soboles  novifsima  exfilivit; 
Reliquisq  :  Fratribus  2bus,  Sororibus  3bus,  etiam 

Superfuit 

Annos  prope  19  perduxerunt  Conjuges; 
Filios  habuere  14,  Filiamq :  unicam,  Saram, 
quam  &  Filium,  unicum  Fr:  natu  minimum, 

Posteros  reliquere. 

in  suorQ  parentum  memoriam  Virtutum 
hocce  addidit  Filij  Solius  Gratitude 
Cenotaphium. 
F:  C:  I7H 

His  accefsit  Rebeccah,  Uxor  dicti 
Francifci  Clerke  filij  Prima,  Septembris 

26'°  Anno  Dom  1715  y£tat  22do 

The  cartouche  bears  the  following  arms  with  the  charges  faintly 
displayed  thereon  : — Party  cheveronwise  azure  and  or,  in  chief  3  leopards' 
heads  or,  and  in  base  an  eagle  displayed  azure  (Clerke),  impaling,  on  a 
cross  or,  between  four  fleur-de-lys  or,  a  cross  patty  gules  (Bankes). 

9.  At  the  west  end  under  the  gallery  south  of  the  central  enlrance  is 
a  tablet  of  variegated  marble  with  inscription  as  follows  : — 

SUSANNA  DRAPER 

died  March  the  i8th  1775 

Aged  28  Years. 

Life's  little  Stage  is  a  f  mall  Eminence 
Inch  high  above  the  Grave ;  that  Home  of  Man, 
Where  dwells  the  Multitude  :  we  gaze  around ; 
We  read  their  Monuments ;  we  figh ;  and  while 
We  figh,  we  fink  and  are  what  we  deplord ! 

Thou  poor  pale  piece 

Of  outcast  Earth  in  Darknefs  !  what  a  Change 
From  Yesterday  !  HARK  !  what  Voice  is  this 
Which  in  hoarse  Accents  murmurs  from  Her  Tomb? 
INSTANT.  "  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God  !   Fly  from 
The  Wrath  to  come  !  "    Ere  irrevocable 
Thy  dreadful  doom  by  Death  be  fix 'd  in  Woe 
Unutterable  ! 

no 
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MARTHA  DRAPER 

died  January  22d  1777 
Aged  69  Years. 

10.  On  a  white  marble  slab  with  a  moulded  edge  : — 
JOHANNES   KEENE. 

Inclytus  Musicarium   Genius 

peritifsimus  et  exercitatifsimus 

Elegantiarum  vere  Arbiter. 

Natura  factus  ad  Lyram, 

Volucri  quodam  Igne  ingenii 

Grandiore  animi  vena  efferbuit. 

j^Egregias  immortalis  HANDEL 

Animas  exprefsit; 

Cecinit  aequa  Laude  sacra,  prophanaque 
Alumnus  simul  et  ^mulus  valde  dilecti 

Prseceptoris  STANLEI. 

Nunc  laureate  cineri  Marmor  hoc  plaudit, 

Ut  accinet  ad  aeternam  Citharam 

Famae  Consensus. 
Ob!    III.   Kal  :  Martii  anno  Salutis  MDCCC 

Mtatis  SUEE  LXXVII. 
Modulator  sacrae  Scientias 
intra  hoc  Templum  vivebat 
et  idem  amplius  XL  annos  decorabat. 

The  undermentioned  are  in  the  vaults  under  the  church.  Unless 
otherwise  described,  each  monument  is  a  headstone  set  up  against  the  brick 
wall.  Starting  from  the  west  end  of  the  south  side,  the  stones  are  taken  in 
the  order  in  which  they  are  found  : — 

South  Side. 

i .  A  plain  wall  tablet : — 

MARY  PIGGE 

Wife  of  WILLIAM  PIGGE 

died  April  3<Dth  1765  Aged  44  Years 

Alfo  MARGARET  PIGGE 

Sifter  to  the  above 

died  February  22nd  1782 

in  the  8oth  Year  of  her  age 

Alfo  the  above  faid 

Mr  WILLIAM  PIGGE 

who  died  Auguft  the  2oth   1793 

Aged  79  Years. 

n  in 
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2.  The  most  interesting  tomb  in  the  crypt  is  the  altar  tomb  to 
Huniiades  (Plates  37  to  41).  According  to  the  inscription,  it  was  erected  by 
Elizabeth  Benson  to  the  memory  of  her  brother,  who  died  in  1696,  and  as 
she  died  in  1710,  it  must  have  been  set  up  some  time  between  these 
dates  and  therefore  in  the  old  church.  For  some  reason,  however,  the 
tomb  is  never  referred  to  by  i8th  or  19th-century  writers.  The  plan 
(Plate  5)  by  Sir  Chas.  Frederick  of  the  former  church  gives  the  position 
of  Elizabeth  Benson's  own  monument,  but  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
Huniiades  tomb.  Hatton  in  his  "  New  View  of  London,"  1708,  while 
describing  the  other  monuments  in  the  church,  has  no  reference  to  this.* 
Strype,  in  his  edition  of  Stow's  Survey  of  London  and  Ellis  in  his 
History  of  Shoreditch  (1798)  also  fail  to  notice  this  tomb,  though  the  Benson 
monument  is  described.  It  is  possible  that  the  crypt  was  bricked  up  during 
the  1 8th  century,  as  most  of  the  vaults  belong  to  the  following  century. 

The  tomb,  which  is  constructed  of  limestone,  is  richly  ornamented  and 
has  projecting  carved  panels  to  the  sides.  That  on  the  south  has  a  represen- 
tation of  the  Resurrection,  and  the  other  panels  contain  emblems  relating  to 
mortality,  such  as  skulls,  jaw  and  other  bones,  coffins  and  hour-glasses, 
relieved  with  sprays  of  palm  leaves.  The  top  of  the  tomb  has  a  heavy  ogee 
moulded  slab,  below  which  is  a  carved  egg-and-tongue  moulding  in  strong 
relief,  with  a  frieze  of  well-carved  acanthus  leaves,  which  stops  against  the 
projecting  panels.  The  lower  surface  of  the  sides  to  the  tomb,  apart  from 
the  panels,  is  pulvinated  and  enriched  with  a  floral  design  of  entwined  acanthus 
leaf  decoration  in  good  relief.  The  whole  is  completed  with  a  moulded  base 
moulding  broken  round  the  projecting  panels  and  raised  on  a  platform 
above  the  general  floor  of  the  crypt. 

On  the  cover-stone,  carved  in  an  oval,  is  a  shield  bearing  the  arms  of 
Huniiades  with  a  lengthy  interesting  inscription  below.  The  arms  on  the 
shield  are : — A  bird  close  on  a  radicated  staff  bendwise,  in  his  beak  a  ring. 
These  arms  are  similar  to  those  impaling  Benson  on  the  monument 
to  the  memory  of  Elizabeth  Benson,  Huniiades'  sister. 

With  the  exception  of  the  latter  part,  which  relates  to  the  I9th  century, 
the  inscription  on  the  top  slab  is  as  follows  : — 

Hie  jacet 

JOHANNES  BANFUS  HUNIIADES 

filius  IOHANNIS  BANFI  HUNIIADIS  Rivuliensis  Hungari  Regali  x 

stirpe  nati  ex  DOROTHEA  filia  FRANCISCI 

COLTON  de  COMITATU  CANTi  Mil,  Philofophus 

Confummatus  et  omnibus  numeris  abfolutus  Artis 

Spagiricaef  et  profefsor  et  ornamentum  integritate 

intracta  et  Singulari  morum  bonitate  inter  morta- 

-lium  illuftriores  ducendus 

•  It  is  possible,  however,  that  when  the  survey  for  that  book  was  made  the  tomb  had  not 
been  erected. 

f  The  Spagiric  Art  =  Alchemy. 
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Excefsit  e  Vita  decimo  quinto  die  Novembris 

MDCXCVI  Gratis  Suae  LXXV 

In  gratum  cujus  memoriam  ELIZABETHA  BENSON 

Soror  ejus  charifsima  &  ex  afse  haeres  hoc  pofuit 

Sepulchrale  marmor. 
Alfo  feveral  of  the  Defcendants  of  the 
above  named  ELIZ™  BENSON. 

3      On  a  flat  tombstone  with  moulded  edge,  with  brick  sides  ;— 
Here  lieth  Interr'd  the  Body  of 

Mr    THOMAS  DROUGHT 
Citizen  and  Cloth  worker  of  LONDON 

who  Departed  this  life  the  31st 
of  July  1718  in  the  70*  Year  of  his  Age 

Here  Also  Lyeth  the  Body  of 

Mre  MARY  DROUGHT  Relic  of  the 

abovef'd  Mr  THOS  DROUGHT,  &  Sister 

of  MrJoHN  BURTON,  Senr  of  this  Parifh 

who  Departed  this  life  March  ye  7th  174° 

in  ye  82d  Year  of  Her  Age. 

Here  alfo  lieth  Interr'd  the  Body 

of  THOMAS  DROUGHT  Son  of  the 

above-faid  who  departed  this  Life  the 

17th  of  December  Anno  Domini  1677  Aged 

two  Years  and  three  Months. 

Below  the  inscription  is  a  shield  carved  in  low  relief  within  an  oval 
(Plate  41),  bearing  the  arms  of  the  Clothworkers'  Company  with  helm, 
mantling  and  crest. 

4.  On  a  flat  tombstone  with  moulded  edge  and  brick  sides,  alongside 
the  latter  tombstone  :— 

Here  Lyeth  Interr'd  ye  Body 

of  Mr  JOHN  BURTON 

who  Departed  this  Life 

the  ioth  of  October  1709 

In  the  62d  year  of  his  Age 

Also  yc  Body  of  Mrs    REBECCAH 

BURTON  Daughter  of  Mr 

JOHN  BURTON  and  wife  of 

Mr  JOHN  BURTON  Senr  who 

Departed  this  Life  June  -f 

17th  1726  Aged  36  years 

Alfo  the  Body  of  Mrs 
MARY  TIMMINGS  JEt  49. 
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5.  On  a  carved  stone  cartouche  in  brick  vaulting  of  Crypt  :— 

In  Memory 

of  Mr  EDWARD  ROBERTS 

of  Ruardean  in  the  County 

of  G/oucefter,  Butcher  who  Died 

Novr  29lh  1719   in  ye  46  Year  of  his  Age 

And  alfo  of  ELIZ™  his  Wife,  who  Died 

Oct  28th  1729  in  the  63  Year 

of  her  Age,  whofe  Remains  lies 

Near  this  Place,  Who  left  iffue 

one  Son  &  5  Daughters. 

6.  East  End. — A  shaped  headstone  : — 

In  Memory  ot 

NATHANIEL  LAMBERT,  Son  of 
EDW"  &  CHARLOTTA  LAMBERT 
of  this  Parifh,  who  Departed 
this  Life  January  the  14th  1758 
In  the  third  Year  of  his  Age 
Sleep  soft  sweet  Babe  &  wait  y'  Almighty  s  wilt 
Then  rife  unchangd  &  be  an  Angel  Still. 

Also  In  Memory  of 
WILLIAM  LAMBERT  Son  of 

the  above  who  departed  this 
Life  June  3rd  1770  Aged  18  Years 
Blest  Youth  escaped  from  Sorrow,  Sin  &  Pain 
To  thee  to  Hie  was  Christ  and  Death  is  gain. 

7.  On  a  plain  segment-headed  stone  resting  on  stone  corbels  :— 

In  Memory  of 

MRS  SARAH  MARLOW 

Wife  of  the  Revd  MICHAEL  MARLOW  Rector  of  Frelton   Suffolk 
Who  departed  this  life  February  17th   1791  aged  65 

Be  ye  alfo  ready  (Matt  24  v  44) 
Revd  MICHAEL  MARLOW   Rector   of  Frelton   and   Lackford,    Suffolk 

Died  30""  January  1795  Aged  81  Years 
On  a  plain  segment-headed  stone  below  : — 

This  Vault 

belongs 
to  the  Families  of 

CHAUNTRELL 
LAMBERT 

and  MARLOW. 
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8.  A  shaped  headstone  : — 

In  Memory  of 

M15  ANNA  CHAUNTRELL 

Widow,  of  the  Parifh  of 

All-hallows  Lombard  Street 

who  departed  this  life 

Oof  IIth    1776  in  the  57"'    Year 

of  her  Age 

Alfo 
CHARLOTTA  CHAUNTRELL 

daughter  of  the  above 

M"  ANNA  CHAUNTRELL 

who  departed  this  life  August 

icth    1781  Aged  21  Years 

Alfo  THOMAS  CHAUNTRELL  Elq. 

Brother  of  the  above  who  died 

October  the  4th    1797 

Aged  58  Years 

Likewife  his  Sifter 
ANNA  CHAUNTRELL  who  died 
May  17  Aged         years. 

9- 

In  Memory  of 
Mrs  SUSANNAH  SCOTT 
who  Died  the  17th    Novbr 
1789  Aged  79  Years 

10.  On  a  segmental  headed  stone  over  entrance  to  Vault : — 

This  vault  was  purchafed  of  this  Parifh  by  Mr  JOHN  ARTHUR 

in  the  Year  1764 

Wherein  are  depofited  ye  Remains  of  Mr  JOHN  ARTHUR  his  Father 
Who  departed  this  life  March  17"'  1764  Aged  65  Years. 

1 1 .  North  Side. — With  carved  palm  branches  to  head  : — 

Here  lyeth  the  Body  of  Mr 
CHARLES  JACKSON  of  this  Parifh 

Obijt  Feb  4"'  172^  Aetatis  69 

Here  Alfo  lyeth  the  Body 
of  MK  SARAH  JACKSON 

Widdow  of  the  Above  Mr 
CHARLES  JACKSON  who  Died 

Novr  26"'  Anno  Dom  1738 
in  the  8oth  Year  of  her  Age 
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JOHN  JACKSON  of  the  same  Parifh 

Son  of  the  above  CHARLES  &  SARAH 

obt  9th  Novr  1754  JEt  67 

HANNAH  JACKSON  of  Broad  street 

Buildings,  of  S'  Botolph  Bifhopsgate 

Widow  of  the  above  JOHN  JACKSON 

Ob'  ioth  Nov  1766  ^Et  47 

Mark  the  -perfect  Woman  &  Behold  the  upright 
For  the  end  of  that  Woman  is  peace 

12.  On  a  plain  stone  adjoining  the  last : — 

Alfo  Mr  JOHN  JACKSON 
late  of  Broad  Street  Buildings 
who  died  26th  January  1793 
in  the  72nd  Year  of  his  Age. 

13.  Shaped  headstone  decorated  with  a  cherub's  head  and  a  torch  : — 

In  Memory  of 

M"  ANN  MUNDAT 

Died  May  27th  1773 

Aged  35  Years 

Alfo  M"  SARAH  MUNDAY 

who  died  September  ( ?) 
aged  80  Years 

Alfo  Mr  WILLIAM  MUNDAY 

Hufband  to  the  above  who  died 

i  August  1794  Aged  69  Years. 

14.  A  shaped  headstone  : — 

In  Memory 

of 
M"  ELIZABETH  GREEN 

of  this  Parifh 

who  departed  this  life  the  26th 
July  1779  Aged  77  Years. 

15.  On  a  floor  slab  : — 

Here  lies  Interr'd  the  Body  of 

Mra  ANN  WILLAN 

Wife  of  Mr  ANTHONY  WILLAN 

of  this  Parifh,  who  departed 

this  life  March  the  ycr  1784 

in  the  79'"  Year  of  her  Age 
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Alfo  the  Body  of 
Mr   ANTHONY  WILLAN 

her  hufband  who  died  regretted 

by  all  who  knew  him  and  more 

efpecially  lamented  by  his 

Relatives  and  Friends 

The  14th  Day  of  December  1788 

Aged  74  Years. 


16.  Adjoining  the  latter  on  a  floor  slab  : — 

Morti  debemur  nos  noftraque 

Sub  hoc  Cippo 

Jacet 

Omne 

Quod  mortale  eft 

De  JACOBO  BIRCH 

Qui  an  nos  feptuaginta  et  novem  natus 

Mortem  oppetiit 
Pridie  Calendarum  Januarii  1794 

Laus  immerita  haud  prodeft  mortuis  et  nocet 
Viventibus.  Sed  veritas,  quae  utrisque  debetur 

nee  eft  celanda  nee  reticenda 

Ergo  hac  regula  fervata  licet  praedicare  Fato 

defunctum  in  omni  longae  vitae  curfu  juftitiam 

aliafque  virtutes  fideliter  coluifse  omnibus 

quibus  immortuit  carum  in  vita  ac  iis  in  morte 

valde  defletum. 

Also  a  record  of  Elizabeth  his  wife  (d.  1813) 


17.  On  a  stone  with  a  pediment-shaped  head  and  consoles  : — 

Near  this  Stone 
lieth  the  Body  of 

MKDOROTHT  D4RBT,  widow  of 
Capr  JOSEPH  DARBY 

late  of  his  Majefty's  Twenty  fourth 
Reg'  of  Foot.     She  departed  this 
life  the  14th  day  of  January  1781 
in  the  74th  year  of  her  Age. 

117 


SHOREDITCH 

1 8.  A  wallstone  with  shaped  head  and  a  moulded  edge  •— 

The  Body  of 

THOMAS 

the  Son  of 

James  and  Jane 

ROYSTON 

of  Hoxton 

lieth  here  Interred 

Born  27  June  1729  Died  2nd  Nov.  1743 

His  Innocence,  Good  Nature  6?  Affability 

were  his  Parents  Joy 
Now  are  their  GRIEF— but— HOPE. 

19.  On  a  moulded  string  over  vault  :— 

This  Vault  was  Purchased  by  Mr  JOHN  CHANT  Jan^  2n"   1788 
On  an  upright  stone  below  vault : — 

In  this  Vault  lies  Interr'd  M"  MARY  THORPE 
Late  wife  of  Mr  RICH"  THORPE  Daughter  of  the 
Above  Mr  JOHN  CHANT  who  Departed  this  Life 

December  27""  1787  in  the  27th  Year  of  her  Age 

Here  Crop't  in  Youth  lies  Low,  Rofey  Bloom 
And  left  my  Heart  to  Bleed  for  that  laid  in  this  Tomb 

Also  a  record  of  the  burial  of  Richard  Thorpe  (d.  1805). 

20.  On  a  slab  below  : — 

Inscription  on  top  edge  of  slab  (indecipherable) 

Also  Mn  MARY  CHANT 

Wife  of  the  above  Mr  JOHN  CHANT 
who  died  July  23rd  1789,  Aged  58  Years 

The  remainder  of  the  inscription  relates  to  the  I9th  century. 

21.  On  an  upright  stone  to  vault  : — 

This  Vault 
Was  Purchafed  and 

Inclosed  By 

MICHAEL  FOSTER  Esq. 

of  this  Parifh  1772. 

On  a  stone  below,  with  moulded  lintel  and  a  carved  urn  on  keystone 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

M"  ANN  FOSTER  late  wife  of 

MICHAEL  FOSTER  Esq  who  departed 

this  Life  July  5th  1772  Aged  51  years 
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Alfo  MICHAEL  FOSTER  who  died 

November  18,  1789  Aged  69  Years 

Likewife  Master  MICHAEL  FOSTER 

LENCH   (late  Grandson  to  the  above} 

who  died  in  his  Infancy 

Alfo  Mra  ELIZABETH  LENCH 
who  died  i6th  June  1797  In  her  44""  Year 

The  remainder  of  the  inscription  relates  to  the  igth  century. 

22.  Under  middle  of  the  church  at  the  west  end  : — 

IN 
the  Family  Vault  of 

Mr  THOMAS  PORTER 

situate  under  the  Steeple 

are  deposited  the  remains  of 

Mre  ELEANOR  PORTER 

Wife  of  the  above  who  died  Jany  12th 

1800  in  the  39th  Year  of  her  Age 

There  follow  records  of  the  death  of  others  of  the  same  family  during 
the  i gth  century. 

23.  A   shaped   headstone   with    carved    coupled   cherubs'    heads   and 
trumpets;   with  a  moulding  around  the  inscription  : — 

In  Memory  of 

Mre  ELIZ  FORDHAM  late 

Wife  of  Mr  RALPH  FORDHAM 

of  this  Parish  who  departed 

this  Life  May  2oth  1733  in 

the  63rd  Year  of  her  Age 

An  Indulgent  Mother  and  a  Loving  Wife 

And  alfo  of 

Mr  RALPH   FORDHAM 

Hufband  to  the  abovesaid 

who  departed  this  Life 

June  ye  2oth  1758. 
VICARS. 

The  following  is  a   list    of   the    vicars  based  on  Hennessy's  Novum 
Repertorium  Ecclesiasticum  Parochiale  Londinense. 

Name.  Appointed.       Vacated. 

[Walter  de  Wittene, 
Peter  de  Newport,]* 

*  Hennessy  has  inserted  these  names  in  error.  Walter  and  Peter  were  not  vicars  of  Shoreditch, 
but  rectors.  In  place  of  the  latter,  Robert,  who,  as  vicar  of"  Soresdich,"  witnessed  the  agreement, 
dated  1250,  between  Alan  of  "  Soresdich  "  and  Elias  and  Peter  de  la  Lane  (MSS.  of  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  A.,  14.  No.  1697)  should  be  inserted. 
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Name. 

John  de  Waltham, 

William  Shortwood  de  Higham  Gobion, 

Roger  Depham, 

William  de  Dalby, 

Alan,  son  of  Geoffrey  Smith, 

Bernard  Exton, 

Adam  de  Horningsherch, 

Robert  Bowmersh, 

Robert  Hoo, 

John  Holborn, 

John  Chapeleyn, 

John  Langleye, 

Henry  Fewer, 

John  Lokynton, 

William  Vinour, 

Thomas  Tonge, 

Robert  Spront, 

Robert  Western, 

John  White, 

John  Cowper, 

Wm.  Fleshmonger, 

John  Osborne, 

Griffith  Williams, 

John  Makebrayer, 

Robert  Stoopes, 

William  Moyle, 

John  Dame, 

Nicholas  ap  Evans  Daniel, 

William  Ayleward,  alias  Conscience, 

Guy  Eaton, 

Robert  Charke, 

Ralph  Manwaring, 

Meredith  Hanmer, 

Edward  Vaughan, 

Rd.  Allison, 

John  Squire, 

Francis  Raworth, 

Ambrose  Atfield, 

John  Wickes, 

Giles  Pooley, 

Francis  Stanley, 

John  Denne, 

John  Hotham, 

John  Blake, 
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Vacated. 

1323-4 

1332 

1364  ex. 

1364 

1368 

1368  ex. 

1368 

1382  d. 

1382 

1385  d. 

1385 

1397  ex. 

1397 

res. 

1409  ex. 

1409 

1410  ex. 

1410 

1412-3 

1418 

1429  ex. 

1429 

1441  d. 

1441 

1442  d. 

1442 

1468-9  d. 

1469 

1481  res. 

1481 

1524-5  d. 

i  524-5 

1525  res. 

1525  " 

1543  res. 

1543 

1552  res. 

1552 

1554  depr. 

X554 

1556  res. 

1556 

1560  depr. 

1560 

1563  d. 

1563 

1568  depr. 

1568 

1575  d. 

1576 

1577  d. 

1577 

1579-80  d. 

1580 

1581 

1581 

1592  res. 

1592 

1596  res. 

1596 

1612  d. 

1612 

1653  d. 

1665  d. 

1665-6 

1683-4  d. 

1684 

1708  d. 

1708 

1720  d. 

1720-1 

1728  ced. 

1723 

1767  d. 

1767 

1780  res. 

1780 

1801  d. 
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Name.  Appointed.     Vacated. 

Henry  Plimley,  1801  1841  d. 

Thomas  Simpson  Evans  1841  1880  d. 

Henry  Footman  1880  1881  ced. 

Septimus  Buss  1881  1899  res. 

William  Bryant  Salmon  1899  1904  res. 

Ernest  Robert  Ford  1904  I9I3  res- 

Francis  Edward  Birch  I9I3 

THE  CHURCHYARD. 

The  churchyard  has  on  two  occasions  been  added  to.  (i)  Thomas 
Austen,  who  died  in  1658,  left  to  the  parish  £100,  which  was  laid  out  in 
purchasing  from  his  son  Thomas  a  piece  of  ground  adjoining  the  churchyard 
on  the  east.*  The  ground,  which  is  copyhold,  was  surrendered  at  a  Court 
Baron,  held  on  I4th  December,  1671,  for  use  as  a  burial  place  for  ever.f 
(ii)  In  1792  some  land  in  Austin  Street,  and  (iii)  in  1820  part  of  the  glebe 
on  the  south  side  of  the  churchyard,  were  purchased  and  added  to  the 
churchyard. 

The  churchyard  is  enclosed  by  well-designed  cast-iron  railings  (Plate  42) 
contemporary  with  the  church,  and  wrought-iron  gates.  Preserved  under  a 
thatch  roof  on  the  north-west  side  are  the  old  stocks  and  whipping  post 
(Plate  43). 

The  undermentioned  are  the  monuments  in  the  churchyard  from 
which  it  is  possible  to  obtain  information.  Others  are  undecipherable  or 
belong  to  the  I9th  century. 

North  Wall  of  Clerk's  House  (from  west  end). 

1.  Mr.  Richard  Prigg,  son  of  Mr  John  &    Susanna  Prigg     .     .     . 

1766  aged  24. 

John  Prigg,  Junr.  March  13  1761  aged  17. 
Susanna  Prigg  Oct.  Ist  1767  aged   56. 
Lucy  Prigg  Aug  I7th  1769  aged  21. 

2.  James  Cranch  July    th  1791  aged  46. 

also  Sarah  Cranch,  wife,  25  June  1811  aged  60. 

3.  Catherine   Cranch,   daughter  of  James    &    Sarah   Cranch  Feb.   14 

1775,  aged  7  months. 

Elizabeth,  daughter     .     .     .     Aug.  1775  aged  16  days. 
Geo  Graham  Cranch,  son,  April  14  1785  aged  10  months, 
&1  others  of  the  family  in  the  19th  century. 

*  The  elder  Thomas  in  his  will  (P.C.C.,  716,  Wootton)  bequeathed  to  his  son  Thomas  inter 
alia,  "  my  land  and  houses  behinde  Shoreditch  Church  in  and  nere  Collyer  Rowe  [now  Hackney 
Road]  ...  in  Bethnal  Green  hamlet."  The  ground  was  at  the  time  in  Bethnal  Green  parish 
but  as  a  result  of  an  Order  under  the  London  Government  Act,  1899,  was  transferred  to  Shoreditch. 

•f  Denne's  Register  of  Benefactions,  p.  20. 
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4.  John    Parkinson,     Surgeon,    late    of    this    Parish    10    Jan     1784, 

aged  59. 

5.  .     .     .     . 

Caroline     .     .     .     Nov  1778  i  year     .     .     .     months  and  6  days, 
also  Catherine  their  daughter  May     .     .     1763.      3  years  10  months, 
also  Thomas  Hind     .... 

6.  Mt.  Edward  Boreman,  Gent,  Dec  29  1798  aged  70  years. 
Mrs  Mary  Ann  Boreman,  wife,  Nov  10  1800  aged  75. 


South  Podium  Wall  to  Church  Portico. 

1 Robert  Stacey     .          .     1787  (?). 

8.  The     following     children     of    John     &     Mary     Hack. 
Jane,  James  &  Eliza     ...     17     ... 

who  died  in  their  infancy. 

Also  the  said  Mr.  John  Hack  of  St.  Bride's,  May     .     .     .     1794 

aged  43. 
John,   the   Grandson  of  the  above   &   son  of  Mr.   [R]   Hack  of 

Hackney. 

South-west  End  of  Church  against  the  wall  adjoining  the  Clerk's  House. 

9.  Mr  Richard  Weale  6  June  1791     .     .     .     Aged  33  years. 

10.  The  following  inscription  is  on  a  headstone  at  the  south-east  end  of 
the  church,  against  the  east  face  of  the  boiler  house  : — 

TAKE   YE  HEED,    WATCH   AND   PRAY 
FOR    YE   KNOW  NOT   WHEN   THE   TIME   IS. 

1787. 
THIS    STONE    IS    PLACED    HERE 

3n  fl>cmor\>  of 

MK  JOHN  ONKI.Y. 

WHO    DIED    MARCH    24TH     \7T] . 
AGED    36    YEARS. 

ALSO    FOUR    INFANT    CHILDREN    OF 

T.  T.  GORSUCH, 

OF   THIS    PARISH    SURGEON. 
AND    MARY    HIS    WIFE. 
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Carved  on  a  tablet  over  : — 

BY  THE  win 

OF 
MR  THOs  TALBOT  GORSUCH 

OF    THIS    PARISH     l82O 

THIS  STONE  IS  TO  BE  PRESERVED  BY  THE 

VICAR  &  CHURCHWARDENS 
AND  THE  SURPLUS  DISTRIBUTED  TO  THE 

DESERVING  POOR  OF  THE  PARISH 
RESTORED  BY  THE  REV.   SEPTIMUS  Buss  LL.B.  VICAR 

1893- 

STEPHEN  FORDHAM  )  ^ 

T  -,Ir    -,7-  >  CHURCHWARDENS. 

JOSEPH   W.   VANDY) 

(The  last  three  lines  are  in  a  sunk  panel). 

On  Pavement  in  front  of  Mortuary. 

n.   Edward  [Cajrnall     .     .     .     171      .     .     .     aged  77. 

Phillis  the  relict  of  E[dwar]d    C[arna]ll  i9th  Jan.   1719  aged  71. 

12.  An  elaborate  shaped    headstone,  decorated  with  a  shield  of  arms, 

a  carved  helm,  and  an  ostrich  as  crest.     The  arms   are  :  On  a 
chief,  three  martletts,     .     .     .     .     on  an  inescutcheon  a  cheveron 
between  3  stars  in  chief  and  a  boar's  head  rased  in  base. 
Wm.  Wray     .     .     .     1708  ( ?). 
Martha     .     .     .     1708  ( ?). 
East  end  of  Church. 

13.  William  Gome,  citizen  &  Fishmonger,  July     .     .     .     1769  aged  32. 
Elizabeth,  William,  Isabel  &  Elizabeth  Ann,  who  all  died  young 

&  Elizabeth  widow. 

14.  Susanna    Driver     .     .     .     1767    aged    28    daughter    of    Thomas 

Driver. 

also  T.  Driver     .     .     .     1768  aged  57. 

15.  John  Matta[m]  Aug  17^9  Aged  42. 

North  side. 

16.  Mr.  James  Ca[h]ais  6th  July  1802  aged  85. 

and  Mrs  Martha  Ca[h]ais  wife,  April  1796  aged  59. 

17.  Mrs  John  Thornton  Sept  1767  aged  61. 

18.  Mrs  Elizabeth  Burrison     .     .     .     1700     .     .     . 

19.  James  and  Elizabeth  Samuel     .     .     .     1792. 

North  Podium  Wall. 

20.  William  Paine  April  nth  1775  aged  39 

Ann,  daughter     .     .     .     1772  aged  3  years  and  10  months 
Samuel  Paine,  son     .     .     .     1786  aged  19. 
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East  end  of  Churchyard. 

21.  Wm.  Webb,  Gent,  of  Chas  Sq.  Hoxton,  Mar  i8th  ij[$]  9  aged  68. 
also  Sarah  Webb,  youngest  daughter  April  .  .  .  1742  aged 
5  years. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE: — 

•East  prospect  of  the  Church  of  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch,  by  West  &  Toms, 
'735  (engraving). 

•Plan  of  the  old  church,  1735,  from  tne  Smart  Lethieullier  collection  (photograph). 

•View  from  the  west  as  in  1695,  reproduced  on  invitation  ticket  of  1720. 

•Tomb  of  Sir  John  Elrington  and  his  lady,  from  the  Smart  Lethieullier  collection, 
British  Museum  (photograph). 

•Tomb  of  Robert  Hary  Young  and  Margaret  hys  Wyfe,  from  the  Smart  Lethieullier 
collection,  British  Museum  (photograph). 

•Monument  to  four  Ladies  of  the  Rutland  family,  from  the  Smart  Lethieullier  collection, 
British  Museum  (photograph). 

•Drawing  of  East  Window  of  an  additional  Isle  on  the  North  Side  of  Church,  and  a 
small  Monument  against  the  wall  of  the  North  Isle,  1735,  from  the  Smart  Lethieullier 
collection,  British  Museum  (photograph). 

•View  of  church  from  corner  of  Kinglsand  Road,  coloured  print  by  George  Cooke, 
1827  (photograph). 

South-west  prospect  of  church,    1740.    Print  by  Toms,   in   Church   Vestry   Room 
(photograph). 

View  of  tower  and  portico  and  north-west  entrance  gateway,  1785.    (British  Museum — 
Grace  collection)  (photograph). 

•Elevation  of  west  front  (measured  drawing). 

•Exterior  from  north-west  (photograph). 
Exterior  from  south-east          do. 

•General  view  of  portico          do. 

•Pkn  of  church  at  ground  level  (measured  drawing). 

•Cross  section  looking  east  (measured  drawing). 

•Section  through  tower  looking  north  (measured  drawing). 

•Detail  of  cast-iron  railings  to  churchyard  (measured  drawing). 

•View  of  interior  looking  east  (photograph), 
do.  do.  west          do. 

•Eat  window  to  chancel  do. 

•General  view  of  pulpit.  do. 

•Enlargement  of  stained  glass  east  window  (photograph). 
Staircase  in  south-west  lobby  do. 

•Clock-case  and  Royal  Arms  to  west  gallery  front  (photograph). 
Byde  monument  at  Bengeo  (photograph). 

do.  do.  (measured  drawing). 

•Wallis  monument  (photograph). 

*  do.  (measured  drawing). 
Crosley  monument  (photograph). 

do.  (measured  drawing). 

Kimpton  monument  (photograph). 

do.  (measured  drawing). 

•Austen  monument  (photograph). 

•  do.  (measured  drawing). 
•Benson  monument  (photograph). 

Shakespeare  Players  commemoration  monument  (photograph) 

•  Reproduced  here. 
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Champion  monument  (measured  drawing). 
Newson  monument  do. 

*Clerke  monument  do. 

do.  (photograph). 

Huniiades  monument       do. 

do.  general  elevation  (measured  drawing). 

do.  details  to  panels  do. 

do.  do.  do. 

Details  of  font  (measured  drawing). 
General  detail  of  pulpit  (measured  drawing). 

do.          mouldings  to  pulpit  (measured  drawing), 
do.  do.  do. 

do.          choir-stall  ends  do. 

do.  Royal  Arms  to  gallery  front  (measured  drawing) 

do.          carved  chairs  in  chancel  do. 

do.          dole  cupboard  do. 

*Communion  table  as  restored  (measured  drawing). 
*  Commemorative  peal  board  (photograph). 

do  do. 

Charity  board  do. 

do.  do. 

*Old  stocks  in  church  yard,  general  view  (photograph) 


*   Reproduced   here. 
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II- -THE  CLERK'S   HOUSE. 

(.INKRAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  HISTORY. 

At  the  south-west  corner  of  the  churchyard,  facing  Shoreditch  High 
Street,  is  the  house  known  as  the  Clerk's  House  (Plate  43).  Before  the 
rebuilding  of  the  church,  the  corresponding  house  occupied  a  site  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  church,  and  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  chantries  a 
part  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  then  existing  house  wasoccupiedas  a  lodging  by 
"a  morrow  masse  preystecalled  Sr.  Thomas,"*obviousIyThomasStoughton(or 
Stockton)  the  priest  connected  with  the  Elrington  chantry,  t  It  seems  likely 
that  it  was  this  circumstance  which  gave  rise  to  the  suggestion  that  both  this 
house  and  a  tenement  over  the  vestry  house  had  been  forfeited  to  the  Crown 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Chantries  Act.  At  all  events,  on  iyth  March, 
1584-54  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  to  Antony  Collins  and  James  Maylard  "all 
that  our  tenement  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  of  HughWilliamson  in  the  parish  of 
Shordicheand  another  tenement  there  in  the  tenure  of  Katherine  Kingesfelde, 
widow."  Collins  and  Maylard  two  days  later§  transferred  their  rights  to 
William  Thornton  and  Nicholas  Alchorne,  the  former  of  whom  claimed  the 
tenements  against  the  vicar,  Dr.  Hanmer.  Finally  the  matter  was  settled 
by  an  agreement  between  the  two  parties,  to  the  effect  that  the  two  houses 
"  should  for  evermore  thereafter  remayne,  continue  and  be  used,  at  the 
disposition  of  the  vicar  for  the  time  being,  and  of  the  parishioners,  for  the 
lodging  of  a  minister,  or  a  scolemaster,  or  a  parish  clerke,  in  such  place  where 
a  lodginge  hath  beene  in  ancient  time,  and  for  the  use  of  keeping  of  a  scole- 
master .  .  .  and  of  the  church  wardens  for  keeping  their  vestrie." 

The  present  house,  which  was  erected  in  1735,!]  is  built  in  stock  brick- 
work and  consists  of  two  storeys,  attics  and  basement.  The  windows  have 
frames  flush  with  the  wall,  with  the  glass  divided  into  small  panes  by  substan- 
tial sash  bars.  The  entrance  door  has  a  hood  supported  on  carved  brackets. 
The  interior  of  the  premises  contains  some  portions  of  panelling  of  a  period 
(probably  the  i6th  century)  earlier  than  the  remainder  in  the  house.  The 
front  room  on  the  first  floor  has  square  deal  panelling,  and  a  china  cupboard 
with  fluted  pilasters  and  a  semi-circular  head.  The  staircase  has  well-turned 
balusters  and  moulded  close  strings. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  CONTAINS  : 
^|  Exterior  (photograph). 

•  Deposition  ofThos.  Haddon  (Exch.  Depositions,  31  Eliz.,  Easter,  Midd.(No.  18) 
t  See  p.  93. 

\  Patent  Rolls,  27  Eliz.  1254. 

$  See  indenture  printed  in  Ellis,  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  301. 

|  Ware's  Account  of  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  p.  68,  which  also  contains  a  plan  of  the  premises. 

*  Reproduced  here. 
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III.— Nos.   2  AND  4  KINGSLAND    ROAD. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  St.  Leonard  Shoreditch  Parish  Charity  Trustees. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  HISTORY. 

On  7th  September,  1602,  Anne  Mayowe  sold*  to  William  Muschamp, 

together  with  other  premises,  "  all  that  messuage  or  tenement     .... 

called  the  Smythes  house,  now  divided  into  five  tenementes  or  dwelling- 

'  houses,  scituate  in  Holywell  Street,"  and  in  1656  Edmund  and  William 

Muschamp  sold  the  premises,  then  divided  into  six  tenements,  to  the  parish 

of  Shoreditch. f 

In  1721-2  the  property  consisted  of  ten  tenements,  and  in  that  year 
was  leased  for  500  years  to  the  trustees  of  the  parochial  schools,  who  pulled 
down  the  existing  buildings,  and  erected  a  schoolhouse  on  a  part  of  the  site. 
In  1806^:  a  portion  of  the  site  was  acquired  for  the  widening  of  Kingsland 
Road.  The  school  buildings  were  accordingly  taken  down  and  new  schools 
(No.  4)  and  a  dwellinghouse  (No.  2)  erected  on  the  site  remaining.^  The 
schools  were  discontinued  as  the  result  of  a  charity  scheme  approved  in 
1884. 

According  to  a  print  by  Schnebbelie,  dated  1810  (Plate  44),  the 
exterior  of  the  premises,  with  the  exception  of  minor  details,  was  then  very 
similar  to  the  front  as  it  is  to-day.  The  buildings  consist  of  three-storey 
stock-brick  premises,  with  attic  and  basement.  The  statue,  shown  in  the 
print  of  1810  has  been  taken  away,  and  the  brick  niche  which  contained 
it  has  been  converted  into  a  two-light  window.  The  shopfront  of  No.  2 
has  been  removed  and  the  exterior  of  the  ground-storey  cemented  over 
and  adapted  for  residential  purposes. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  PREMISES. 
Good. 

THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  CONTAINS  : 

^[  Entrance  to  London  at  Shoreditch  Church.    Drawn  by  Schnebbelie,  engraved  by  Hay,  in 
Grace  Collection,  British  Museum  (photograph). 


*  Close  Roll,  1723. 

f  Ware's  Account  of  Charities  of  Shoreditch,  p.  22. 

•jf.  Ibid.    The  Charity  Commissioners  give  the  date  as  1801  (Endowed   Charities,  County  of 
London,  III.,  p.  461). 

§  A  ground  plan  of  the  premises  is  given  by  Ware,  of.  fit.,  facing  p.  21. 
^f  Reproduced  here. 
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IV.— THE     GEFFRYE     MUSEUM    (FORMERLY 
GEFFRYE     ALMSHOUSES). 

GROUND  LANDLORD. 

The  London  County  Council. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

Sir  Robert  Geffrye,  by  his  will  dated  loth  February,  1703-4,  after 
providing  for  certain  charities  in  St.  Dionis  Backchurch,  and  Landrake  and 
St.  Erney  in  Cornwall,  directed  that  the  residue  of  his  real  and  personal 
estate  should  be  paid  to  the  Ironmongers'  Company  to  purchase  a  piece  of 
ground  for  an  almshouse.  On  25th  March,  1712,  the  company  purchased* 
of  Richard  Longford  (probably  the  mortgagee)  and  Henry  Hunt  a  parcel 
of  groundf  in  occupation  of  John  Jewkes,  390  feet  north  to  south  and  187  feet 
east  to  west.  The  northern  boundary  is  given  as  ground  belonging  to 
Henry  Hunt,  and  the  southern  is  described  as  "  in  part  a  piece  of  ground 
belonging  to  the  said  Henery  Hunt,  and  in  part  on  a  piece  or  ground  granted 
or  intended  to  be  granted  by  the  said  Richard  Longford  and  Henery  Hunt 
to  or  to  the  use  of  the  Drapers'  Company. "$  About  1715  the  almshouses 
were  erected  at  a  cost  of  £4,500,  and  on  29th  March,  1716,  the  company 
purchased  of  John  Jewkes§  a  further  piece  of  ground  immediately  to  the 
north,  having  a  frontage  to  the  main  road  of  20  feet,  a  width  in  the  rear  of 
38  feet,  and  depth  of  187  feet.  This  was  afterwards  used  as  a  burial  ground. 

In  the  year  1908  the  Ironmongers'  Company  applied  to  the  Charity 
Commissioners  for  leave  to  accept  an  offer  made  by  the  trustees  of  the 
Peabody  Donation  Fund  for  the  property.  Considerable  opposition  was 
raised  to  the  proposal,  and  in  the  result  the  Commissioners  refused  permission. 
The  company  thereupon  took  the  matter  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  who,  after 
enquiry,  made  an  order  allowing  the  property  to  be  sold.  Meanwhile,  the 
matter  had  been  engaging  the  attention  of  the  London  County  Council, 
who  decided  to  make  an  offer  in  respect  of  the  premises,  and  on  I3th  December, 
1910,  agreed  to  purchase  the  property  from  the  Peabody  Trust.  The  total 
cost  of  acquisition  was  £34,289,  of  which  £6,000  was  provided  by  the 
Shoreditch  Metropolitan  Borough  Council  and  £2,000  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription. Thus  in  a  district  which  is  notably  lacking  in  open  spaces  and 
old  buildings  there  was  permanently  saved  a  particularly  interesting  example 
of  both. 

*  MM.  Reg.  Meml,.,  1712,  V.  3. 

f  For  early  history  of  the  property,  see  p.  47. 

$  This  refers  to  the  site  of  Harwar's  Almshouses,  erected  in  1713  on  a  piece  of  ground  198  feet 
by  82  feet,  extending  from  the  Geffrye  Almshouses  southward  over  a  portion  of  the  site  of  Harwar 
Street,  only  the  southern  portion  of  which  was  then  in  existence  as  a  "  passage  to  Thomas  Street." 
(See  plan  LXI.  in  Ware's  Account  of  Chanties  of  Shoreditch?) 

$  Middx.  Reg.  Memls.,  1716,  I.  4.  As  the  northern  boundary  of  the  first  piece  was  said  to  be 
land  of  Hunt,  it  would  seem  that  it  had  passed  from  Hunt  to  Jewkes  in  the  interval. 
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The  almshouses  are  in  a  pleasant  garden,  which  has  some  very  fine 
lime  and  plane  trees  200  years  old.  A  small  pond  recently  occupied  the 
centre,  but  this  has  now  been  filled  in  and  a  raised  paved  platform  constructed 
instead.  The  buildings  consist  of  two  storeys  and  basement,  ranged  round 
three  sides  of  the  garden  and  are  constructed  of  yellow  stock-bricks  with 
red-brick  dressings.  The  tiling  of  the  roofs  was  renewed  in  1898,  but  the 
original  wooden  cornice  with  its  modillions  is  preserved. 

The  chapel,  with  its  pediment,  quoined  angles  and  bell  turret,  forms 
a  pleasing  central  feature.  Over  the  central  doorway,  in  a  brick  niche,  stands 
a  replica  of  the  lead  statue  of  the  founder  (Plate  No.  46),  the  original  of  which 
was  taken  away  by  the  Ironmongers'  Company  and  placed  upon  the  new 
almshouses  at  Mottingham. 

The  design  and  general  arrangement  are  simple  and  well  balanced, 
and  form  an  excellent  example  of  the  domestic  architecture  of  the  period. 

The  chapel  has  a  small  semi-circular  sanctuary  enclosed  by  a  decorated 
cast-iron  altar  rail.  The  walls  have  high  deal  panelling,  while  the  upholstered 
seating  is  simple  in  design  (Plate  52).  On  the  east  wall,  near  the  southern 
end,  was  a  monument  to  the  founder  and  his  wife  (Plates  53  and  54)  brought 
from  St.  Dionis  Backchurch,  when  that  church  was  taken  down  in  1878. 
It  has  now  been  removed  to  the  new  almshouses.  In  other  respects,  the 
chapel  remains  practically  the  same  as  when  erected. 

The  monument  referred  to  is  in  grey  mottled  marble,  and  consists 
of  a  rectangular  panelled  slab,  flanked  by  recessed  panelled  pilasters,  with 
a  horizontal  moulded  cornice  and  base.  On  the  cornice  stands  an  enriched 
urn  between  two  hand  lamps,  connected  by  festoons  of  fruit  and  flowers. 
The  slab  rests  on  a  moulded  and  scalloped  shelf  of  black  marble,  which  also 
supports  two  cherubs,  one  on  each  side.  Below  each  figure  is  a  bracket 
formed  of  carved  consoles  with  a  pendant  of  acanthus  leaves,  and  under  the 
central  slab  is  an  oblong  panel  containing  representations  of  a  fur  cap,  a  mace 
and  sword  crossed — emblems  of  the  office  of  Lord  Mayor  which  Geffrye  held 
in  1685-6.  The  central  panel  is  carved  with  a  representation  of  drapery 
bearing  the  inscription,  and  an  achievement  of  arms,  with  a  skull  on  either  side. 
The  inscription  is  recorded  on  Plate  54,  the  arms  being  argent,  6  billets 
sable,  on  a  chief  sable  a  lion  passant  or. 

The  interior  of  each  almshouse  consisted  of  a  central  staircase  opening 
into  a  room  on  either  side  of  both  floors,  with  cupboards  behind  the  stairs 
and  a  wash-house  and  fuel-store  in  the  basement.  The  staircases  have  well- 
turned  balustrades  and  plain  panelling  to  the  walls. 

The  London  County  Council  having  secured  the  garden  and  buildings 
for  the  public,  threw  open  the  garden  in  July,  1912,  as  a  public  park,  and 
decided  to  utilise  the  buildings  as  a  furniture  museum. 

By  internal  alterations,  which  consisted  chiefly  in  removing  the  upper 
floor  and  making  in  the  division  walls  doorways  connecting  the  separate 
houses,  a  series  of  galleries  was  formed  in  the  eastern  block,  leaving  the 
external  aspect  of  the  buildings  unaltered.  In  these  galleries  have  been 
placed  groups  of  different  types  of  furniture. 
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An  open  covered  way  was  constructed  on  the  east  side  of  the  chapel 
to  obviate  the  necessity  of  disturbing  the  latter  and  afford  connection  between 
the  north  and  south  galleries.  The  north  and  south  wings  were  not  altered, 
and  are  used  as  residences  for  the  staff  and  for  storage. 

The  buildings  were  opened  to  the  public  on  2nd  April,  1914,  under  the 
title  of  the  Geffrye  Museum. 

The  monuments  in  the  burial  ground  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the 
premises  include  three  belonging  to  the  i8th  century. 

The  first  is  an  altar  tomb  with  panelled  sides.  The  top  has  a  coat  of 
arms,  now  undecipherable,*  on  a  shield  carved  in  a  sunk  circular  panel, 
and  on  the  south  side  is  the  following  :— 


3n 

THOMAS    BETTONf   ESQUIRE 

Member  of  the  Court  of  the  Worshipful 

Company  of  Ironmongers 

LONDON 

And  a  munificent  benefactor  to  that  corporation 

DIED   DECEMBER    1721 

An  upright  stone  against  the  western  boundary  wall  has  a  shaped  head 
carved  with  a  representation  of  a  skull,  and  bears  the  following  inscription:— 

M.S. 
Here  lyeth  the  body 

of  MRS  MARY  COOK 

the  wife  of  MR  JOHN  COOK 
Citizen  &  Ironmonger 

of  LONDON 

she  departed  this  life 
December  22,  1747. 

The  remainder  of  the  inscription  is  beneath  the  soi!4 
On  a  small  stone  slab  built  in  the  same  boundary  wall  is  the  following 
inscription  :  — 

THE  REVD 

WILLIAM  HESSE§ 

DIED  NOV.  i9TH  1792 

AGED  31   YEARS. 

*  According  to  Ellis,  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  114,  Argent,  ^  pales  sable,  each  charged  with 
3  cross  croslets  fitchy  or. 

•(•  "  Last  Sunday  night  was  interr'd  at  Sir  Robert  Jefferies  Hospital  in  Kingsland  Road  the 
"  body  of  Thomas  Betton,  Esq.,  of  Hoxton  Square;  he  was  a  rich  batchelor  of  about  £1,200  per 
"  annum."  (Parser's  London  News,  25th  December,  1724).  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  date  on 
the  tombstone  is  incorrect.  Betton  's  portrait  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Ironmongers'  Company. 

$  According  to  Ellis  this  continues  :  — 

"  in  the  7jrd  year  of  her  age  '  And  near  unto  both  y*  body  /  of  Mrs.  Mary  Gregory/ 
her  daughter;  who  died  /  August  the  31(1  1746  /  in  the  3Oth  year  of  her  age." 

§  Chaplain  of  the  almshouses. 
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There  is  also  an  upright  headstone  with  an  inscription  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Maria  Chapman  (d.  1840),  for  many  years  matron  of  the  almshouses, 
and,  abutting  against  the  Betton  memorial,  and  enclosed  in  the  same  iron 
railing,  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Robert  and  Lady  Geffrye,  bearing  an  inscription 
recording  the  fact  that  the  bodies  were  removed  thither  from  St.  Dionis 
Backchurch  when  that  building  was  demolished  in  1878. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : — 

General  view  of  almshouses,  looking  north  (photograph). 

Do.  do.  north-east     do. 

*Exterior  of  chapel  (photograph). 
"Interior  of  chapel          do. 
'Monument  of  Geffrye  in  chapel  (photograph). 

Do.  do.  (measured  drawing). 

"Detail  of  external  elevation  of  chapel  (measured  drawing). 
"Ground  floor  plan  of  almshouses  do. 

"Elevations  and  plans  of  first  floor  and  basement  of  almshouses  (measured  drawing). 
"Plan  and  details  of  interior  of  chapel  (measured  drawing). 

Section  through  chapel  do. 

*Joinery  details  (measured  drawing). 

Statue,  in  niche,  of  Sir  Robt.  Geffrye  (photograph). 
"Portrait  of  Geffrye,  by  Kneller,  in  Council  room,  Bridewell  Hospital  (photograph). 

General  view  of  tombs  in  burial  ground  (photograph) 

Inscription  on  founder's  tomb  (measured  drawing). 


*  Reproduced  here. 
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V.— FRAMEWORK    KNITTERS'   ALMSHOUSES. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

Thomas  Bourne,  by  his  will  of  I4th  August,  1727,  provided  for  the 

erection  and  maintenance  of  an  almshouse,  within  five  miles  of  London, 

for  twelve  poor  freemen  of  the  Framework    Knitters'   Company,   or  part 

freemen   and   the  other   part   freemen's   widows.*     On   29th  June,    1734, 

Joseph  Ingram,  son  and  heir  of  William  Ingram,  the  owner  of  the  "  Roger 

Haryong  "  lands,  t  sold^  to  the  Bourne  trustees,  a  piece  of  freehold  ground, 

part  of  his  field,  "  scituate  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  leading  from  Shore- 

'  ditch  towards    Kingsland     .     .     .     containing  in  length,  from  south  to 

'  north,    fronting    the  said    road,    200   feet,    and    in   depth  from  west  to 

'  east    ....     100  feet,  adjoining  north  on  certain  almshouses  belonging 

'  to  the   company  of   Ironmongers  (?)     .     .     .     abutting   south  on  the 

"  said  almshouses,  west  on  the  high  road." 

The  almshouses,  which  were  erected  in  the  same  year,§  consisted  of 
twelve  cottages,  each  of  one  storey  and  basement,  forming  three  sides  of  a 
parallelogram  (Plates  56  to  58).  The  space  between  the  buildings  and  Kings- 
land  Road  was  occupied  by  a  garden,  and  there  was  also  an  allotment 
garden  in  the  rear.  The  cottages  were  constructed  of  red  brick  with 
gauged  brick  dressings,  with  a  moulded  deal  modillion  cornice  to  the  eaves, 
and  were  covered  with  a  tiled  roof.  The  two  central  cottages  were  slightly 
advanced  to  form  a  projection  in  the  general  facade  of  the  main  block,  and 
formed  a  central  feature  under  a  low-pitched  pediment  containing  a  large 
commemorative  panel.  An  elliptical-arched  passageway  through  the  centre 
gave  access  down  a  flight  of  stone  steps  to  the  back  gardens,  which,  being 
at  a  lower  level  than  the  front,  thereby  afforded  light  and  access  to  the 
basement  storey  of  the  main  block.  The  north  and  south  wings  obtained 
their  light  to  the  basement  by  front  windows  placed  high  up  in  the  room 
and  overlooking  the  garden. 

Except  in  the  case  of  Nos.  I  and  12,  which  had  two  rooms  on  the 
ground  floor,  the  interior  of  each  tenement  consisted  of  one  room  in  the 
ground  floor,|J  with  staircase  leading  down  to  a  washhouse  in  the  basement. 
Nos.  6  and  10  had  also  attics  with  dormer  windows  in  the  rear. 

The  premises  were  partly  demolished  in  1907,  after  new  almshouses 
had  been  erected  in  Stoughton  Lane,  Oadby,  near  Leicester,  and  the 
remainder  was  removed  a  few  years  later. 

•  City  of  Lou  Jon  Livery  Cam f  antes  Commission,  V.,  p.  i  ;o. 

t  Sec  p.  45 

$  Common  Plea  Recovery  Rolls,  7-8  Geo.  II.,  Trinity,  No.  605  (7). 

§  Elmcs's  Topographical  Dictionary  of  the  British  Metropolis,  p.  76. 

This  was  the  case  just  before  the  demolition,  but  the  fact  that  Elmes  in  1831  (of>.  fit.,  p.  76) 
and  Hare  in  l866(C/Vy  of  London  Livery  Companies'  Commission,  V.,  p.  150)  state  that  there  were 
two  rooms  in  addition  to  basement,  suggests  that  the  premises  were  no  longer  in  their  original 
condition. 
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IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : — 

•General  view  of  almshouses,  eire.  1854,  taken  from  water-colour  of  T.  Hosmer  Shepherd 
in  British  Museum,  Grace  Collection  (photograph). 

•General  view  of  centre-block  before  demolition  (photograph). 
•Elevations  and  section  through  No.  10  (measured  drawing). 
•Ground  plan  (measured  drawing). 


Reproduced  here. 


133 


SHOREDITCH 

VI.— Nos.  46  AND  48    HOXTON   STREET. 

GROUND  LANDLORD,  LEASEHOLDERS,  ETC. 

The  freehold  belongs  to  the  Trustees  of  the  late  William  West,  and 
the  premises  are  occupied  chiefly  by  the  London  County  Council  as  an 
Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises  consist  of  two  storeys  over  a  basement,  with  attics 
lighted  by  dormer  windows.  The  exterior  is  of  brick,  with  a  plain  brick 
band  at  the  first-floor  level.  The  windows  have  deal  frames  flush  with  the 
wall,  with  the  glass  divided  into  small  panes.  The  roof  is  tiled  and  has  a 
blocked  cornice  to  the  eaves,  the  modillions  being  omitted  over  the  windows 
and  recesses.  The  entrance  doorway  has  a  flat  moulded  hood  supported 
on  carved  deal  brackets  (Plate  60),  with  a  wrought-iron,  semi-circular  grille 
to  the  fanlight.  The  premises  are  "  L  "  shaped  on  plan,  the  wing  on  the 
south  side  being  now  utilised  as  a  shop  on  the  ground  floor,  with  the  north 
windows  bricked  up  and  a  passageway  formed  on  the  opposite  side  affording 
access  to  Windsor  Place  in  the  rear. 

Within,  the  walls  are  lined  with  square  deal  panelling  with  moulded 
chair  rail,  and  a  cornice  of  good  proportions.  In  the  front  room  on  the 
ground  floor  is  an  interesting  china  cupboard,  which  has  a  semicircular- 
headed  deal  front  fitted  with  doors.  The  staircase  has  twisted  deal  balusters, 
panelled  square  newels  and  moulded  close  strings  (Plate  61). 

The  site  of  these  premises  was  originally  included  in  Star  Close.* 
On  24th  November,  1659,  William  Wall,  then  owner  of  the  close,  allocated 
to  his  wife's  jointure,  f  inter  a/iii,  a  messuage,  garden,  orchard,  stable  and 
coachhouse,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Widow  Bolton,^  and  three  cottages 
adjoining.  In  1676,  we  meet  again  with  the  property,  when  Wall  mortgaged^ 
"  all  the  messuage,  garden,  orchard,  stable,  hayloft,  and  coachhouse,  then 

'  in    occupacion    of Clarke     .     ,     .     .     and     three    cottages    lying 

1  neer  the  messuage    in   Hogsden."     In    1680  the  property  was  sold    to 

John  Clarke.||     An  indenture^}  dated  yth  November,  1732,  has  reference  to 

"  all     that    messuage     .     .     .     with     garden,     orchard,     stable,     hayloft, 

'  coachhouse,    outhouses     .     .     .     heretofore   in    the  occupacion   of  John 

'  Clarke  and  afterwards  of  Mary  Clarke,  his  widow,  both  deceased,  and 

•  See  pp.  47-8. 

f  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  V.,  581/90. 

$  The  will,  dated  2Oth  May,  1648,  of  William  Bolton,  provides  that  the  "  lease  of  my 
"  dwellinghouse,  orchard,  garden,  and  outhouses,  with  appurtenances  in  Hogsdon  "  should  be 
left  to  his  son  William,  subject  to  the  residence  there  of  the  widow  for  a  year  (Chancery  Proceedings, 
C.  V.,  400/7). 

%  Ibid.,  581/90,  and  final  concord  between  Roger  Minidy  quer:  and  William  Wall  and 
Katherine  his  wife  deforc :  of  I  messuage,  I  orchard  and  3  cottages  in  "  Hoxsden."  (Feet  of 
Fines,  Midd.,  27-28  Chas.  II.,  Hil.). 

||  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  32  Chas.  II.,  Trin. 

Tf  Between  Mary  Poole  and  Henry  Matthews  (Midd.  Reg.  Memls.,  1732,  IV.,  268). 
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"  since     ...     of  Sarah   Waxham,  and   now  of  Thomas  Waxham,   of 

"  Hoxton,  brickmaker,"  and  also  "  all  that  messuage  now  or  late  in  the 

"  occupation  of  -       -  Verey,  with  outhouses,  gardens  and  appurtenances, 

'  which  last-mentioned  house  was  sometime  since  erected  on  the  toft,  soil 

'  or  ground  whereon  three  cottages  or  tenements  near  adjoyning  to  the 

'  said    first-mentioned    messuage      .     .     .      sometime    heretofore    stood." 

The  house  in  occupation   of  Verey  was  sold  by  the  assignees  of  Thos. 

Waxham  on  I3th  March,  1738-9,*  to  Richard  Goode,  who  on  6th  January, 

1756,  resold  f  to  Jonathan  Miles,  the  owner  of  the  Hoxton  House  Asylum. 

The  last  document  mentions  that  the  house  of  John  Clarke,  afterwards 
of  Mary  Clarke,  and  Sarah  and  Thomas  Waxham,  was  on  the  south  side 
of  Verey's  house. 

On  1 7th  December,  1747,  the  assignees  of  Waxham  sold  the  Waxham 
messuage,  as  well  as  another  messuage  on  the  south  side  of  it,  with  garden, 
orchard,  outhouses,  etc.,  heretofore  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Castlefrank, 
to  James  Atkinson.  The  order  of  the  three  houses  from  south  to  north  was 
therefore:  Castlefrank  house,  W'axham  house,  Verey  house.  The  Waxham 
house  remained  in  possession  of  the  Atkinson  family  until  1894,  at  which 
time  it  was  in  use  as  part  of  the  asylum,  and  was  known,  or  had  been  known, 
as  The  White  House,  and  plans  of  the  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
London  County  Council  show  that  the  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  Council's 
Medical  Divisional  Offices.  It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  the  Verey  house 
occupied  the  site  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  present  school  keeper's 
house,  and  that  the  modern  Nos.  46-48  correspond  with  the  Castlefrank 
house.  The  date  of  erection  of  the  latter  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  was 
certainly  later  than  1680.  The  great  probability  is,  therefore,  that  the 
present  premises,  the  details  of  which  are  quite  compatible  with  their  having 
been  erected  in  the  late  I7th  or  early  i8th  century,  are  the  actual  premises 
occupied  by  Castlefrank. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

^Plans  of  ground  and  first  floors  (measured  drawing). 

^Exterior,  general  view  (photograph). 

^Entrance  doorway  do. 

£Door  brackets,  detail  (measured  drawing). 

^Staircase,  general  view  (photograph). 

$  Stair  balusters,  detail  (measured  drawing). 


J  Midd.  Regy.  Memls.,  1739,  !•«  22- 
*  Ibid.,  1756,  I.,  76- 
\  Reproduced  here. 


SHOREDITCH 


VII.-VIII.~Nos.    124  AND    126    HOXTON    STREET. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS,  ETC. 

Mr.  Joseph  Burchell  is  the  freeholder  and  occupier  of  No.  126. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises  consist  of  basement  and  three  storeys  over,  erected  in 
stock  brickwork  with  red-brick  dressings,  relieved  with  a  plain  brick  band 
at  the  second-floor  level,  and  are  roofed  with  tiles.  The  original  front  garden 
is  now  built  over  and  contains  one-storey  shop  premises.  The  entrance 
doorway  to  No.  126  has  stone  Doric  half-columns  supporting  an  entablature 
of  good  proportions.  Within,  the  rooms  generally  are  lined  with  square  deal 
panelling  and  moulded  cornices.  The  staircases  (Plates  62  to  64)  have  twisted 
balusters,  three  to  a  tread,  and  shaped  brackets,  while  the  walls  are  covered 
with  deal  moulded  panelling.  There  are  one  or  two  hob-grates,  and 
No.  124  has  an  interesting  white  marble  mantelpiece. 

The  site  of  these  premises  was  included  in  that  part  of  the  Austen 
property  which  was  excepted  from  the  sale  to  Tyssen  in  1703.!  The  buildings 
appear  to  date  from  about  the  middle  of  the  i8th  century,  and  are  therefore 
not  likely  to  be  identical  with  any  of  those  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1720, 
detailing  the  southern  portion  of  the  excepted  property.  It  is  quite  possible, 
however,  that  they  occupy  the  site  of  one  or  both  of  the  messuages  fronting 
Hoxton  Street,  north  or  Lady  Bowyer's  premises. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

•Ground  plan  of  houses  (measured  drawing). 

"No.  125— details  of  staircase        do. 

"No.  124 — details  of  marble  mantel-piece  (measured  drawing). 

Rear  elevation  (photograph). 
•Staircase  and  Hall      do. 
"  do.  do. 


f   See  pp.  60-1. 
*  Reproduced  here. 
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IX.-XL— Nos.   2,   3,  AND  4  HOXTON    SQUARE. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

Reference  has  been  made*  to  the  lease  of  the  site  or  Hoxton  Square 
to  Sir  Samuel  Blewitt  and  Robert  Hackshaw  in  1683.  Within  the  next  few 
years  Blewitt  and  Hackshaw  let  out  the  ground  in  plots  for  building,  but, 
although  references  to  several  such  leases,  dating  from  1684  to  1700,  have 
been  found,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  identify  the  particular  houses 
referred  to.  It  may  be  taken,  however,  that  those  houses  in  the  square  which 
have  not  been  rebuilt  may  be  ascribed  to  the  latter  part  of  the  I7th  century. 

Nos.  2,  3  and  4  consist  of  three-storey  brick  premises  and  basement. 
Some  of  the  rooms  have  square  deal  panelling  and  moulded  cornices.  The 
staircases  of  Nos.  3  and  4  have  turned  balusters,  moulded  close  strings,  and 
square  newels  with  moulded  pendants.  The  back  entrance  door  to  No.  2 
has  carved  brackets  supporting  a  square  hood. 

CONDITION  OF  PREMISES. 

The  premises  have  been  altered  and  adapted  to  meet  their  present  use  as  a  fancy-leather 
warehouse. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  is  : 

Handbill   of  particulars   of  sale    in    Hoxton    Square,    1780  (photograph,    by   kind 
permission  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Brand  and  Sons). 


*  See  p.  74 
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XII.— No.   23  HOXTON    SQUARE. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freehold  is  a  portion  of  the  More  estate. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

This  is  a  three-storey  stock-brick  building,  with  attic  and  basement. 
Some  of  the  rooms  have  bolection-moulded  deal  panelling  with  moulded 
chair  rail  and  cornice,  and  are  characteristic  of  the  work  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  xyth  century  (Plate  68).  The  back  room  on  the  second  floor  has  a 
moulded  deal  mantel-piece.  The  staircase  has  moulded  close  strings  and 
the  half-landings  are  kept  clear  of  the  outer  wall,  thus  allowing  light  to 
travel  to  the  lower  floors.  The  front  room  on  the  first  floor  has  a  doorway 
with  a  moulded  head  and  pulvinated  frieze. 

CONDITION  OF  PREMISES. 

Good.     Utilised  as  an  upholstering  factory. 

THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  CONTAINS  : 

North  side  of  square,  general  view  (photograph). 
•No.  23,  panelled  room,  details  and  plans  (measured  drawing). 


XIII.— No.  27 A  HOXTON    SQUARE. 

GROUND  LANDLORD    LEASEHOLDER,  ETC. 

The  freehold  belongs  to  the  Trustees  of  the  late  S.  G.  L.  Terry,  and 
the  house  is  in  the  occupation  of  Messrs.  Samuel  Terry  and  Son. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises  consist  of  four  storeys  and  basement.  The  elevation 
is  of  brick,  with  window-frames  flush  with  the  wall,  fitted  with  internal 
shutters.  Some  of  the  rooms  have  moulded  deal  cornices  enriched  with 
modillions  and  dentils,  while  the  staircase  has  turned  balusters.  The 
premises  are  used  as  marble-finishing  works. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 

Fair. 


•  Reproduced  here. 
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XIV.-XVL—  Nos.  28,  29,  AND  30  HOXTON  SQUARE. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

Messrs.  J.  Marshall  and  Co.  are  the  freeholders  and  occupiers  of  No.  28. 
No.  29  is  the  property  of  the  Trustees  of  the  late  T.  Miller,  and 
Mr.  R.  Oxley  is  the  freeholder  of  No.  30. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  STRUCTURE. 

The  exterior  of  these  premises,  which  consist  of  two  storeys  and  base- 
ment, is  cemented  over,  and  has  plain  bands  at  the  first-floor  level  and  over 
the  windows.  The  walls  at  the  rear  are  carried  up  with  high-pitched  gables 
and  the  roofs  are  tiled.  Some  of  the  rooms  have  square  deal  panelling  and 
moulded  cornices  (Plate  64),  while  the  staircases  have  turned  balusters 
with  moulded  strings.  That  in  No.  28  has  spiral  balusters  (Plate  66). 

CONDITION  OF  PREMISES. 

Portions  of  the  interior  of  Nos.  28  and  29  have  been  altered  and  the  walls  stripped 
No.  30  is  used  for  residential  purposes  and  is  in  a  good  state  of  repair. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  is : 

*No.  28,  details  of  staircase  (measured  drawing). 


XVII.-XVIIL— Nos.  34  AND  35  HOXTON    SQUARE. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  are  three-storey  premises,  with  attic  and  tiled  roof,  with  brick 
gables  to  the  rear  elevations.  Some  of  the  rooms  have  square  deal  panelling 
and  moulded  cornices,  and  the  staircases  have  close  strings  with  turned 
balusters  (Plate  66). 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 

The  premises  are  used  as  a  cabinet  factory,  and  are  in  a  fair  condition  of  repair. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

East  side  of  the  square  (photograph). 
•Baluster  details  (measured  drawing). 


Reproduced  here. 
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XIX.-XX.— Nos.   43   AND  44   HOXTON    SQUARE. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freeholders  and  occupiers  are  Messrs.  G.  and  C.  J.  Bragg. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  are  two-storey  premises,  with  attics  and  tiled  roofs.  The 
exterior  is  in  brick,  with  a  plain  band  at  first-floor  level  and  a  similar  band  over 
the  windows.  The  windows  have  frames  flush  with  the  wall,  with  the 
glass  divided  into  small  panes.  The  entrance  doorways  have  carved  brackets 
supporting  square  hoods  (Plate  67).  Some  of  the  rooms  have  square  deal 
panelling  and  moulded  cornices.  The  staircases  have  moulded  close  strings 
and  turned  balusters  (Plate  66). 

CONDITION  OF  PREMISES. 

The  premises  are  now  used  as  a  chair  store,  and  are  in  a  fair  condition  of  repair. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

•Doorhoods  (measured  drawing). 
•Details  of  staircase      do. 


XXI.-XXIII.— Nos.  48,  49,  AND  50  HOXTON  SQUARE. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  STRUCTURE. 

No.  48  consists  of  two-storey  double-fronted  premises  with  basement, 
and  attic  in  a  tiled  roof  with  dormer  windows.  The  exterior  is  in  brick, 
with  the  windows  divided  into  small  panes,  the  frames  being  flush  with  the 
wall.  A  plain  band  marks  the  level  of  the  first  floor,  with  a  similar  band 
above  the  windows.  The  centre  doorway  has  a  lattice-work  porch  of  good 
proportions,  with  a  concave  pent  roof  (Plate  69).  Within,  the  walls  have 
square  deal  panelling  finished  with  a  moulded  cornice.  The  staircase  has  a 
moulded  close  string  with  turned  balusters  and  square  newels  (Plates  65 
and  66). 

Nos.  49  and  50  are  similar  in  treatment,  with  a  pantile  roof  over  the 
dormers.  These  premises  were  designed  for  one  occupation,  but  are  now 
divided,  and  have  an  additional  staircase  and  entrance  doorway  to  No.  50. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 

Fair. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

South  side  of  square,  general  view  (photograph). 
•No.  48,  exterior  (photograph). 

do.      details  of  stair  baluster  (measured  drawing). 

•  Reproduced  here. 
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XXIV.- -THE  SHOREDITCH  TECHNICAL  INSTI- 
TUTE (FORMERLY  ASKE'S  ALMSHOUSES  AND 
CHARITY  SCHOOL). 

GROUND  LANDLORD. 

The  London  County  Council. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  HISTORY. 

Robert  Aske,  by  his  will  dated  i8-2oth  January,  1688-9,  bequeathed 
to  the  Haberdashers'  Company  the  sum  of  ^20,000,  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
erection  of  an  almshouse  for  20  poor  single  freemen  of  the  company  and 
in  the  maintenance  and  schooling  of  20  poor  boys,  sons  of  freemen.  On 
2oth  December,  1690,  a  private  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained  settling  the 
charity  upon  the  company. 

The  site  of  the  almshouse  and  school  was  purchased  on  I3th  June, 
1690,*  and  the  buildings,  designed  in  1692  by  Dr.  Robert  Hooke,f  were 
erected  in  1695.  They  were  composed  of  brick  and  stone,  and  consisted 
of  a  chapel^:  and  school-rooms  in  the  centre,  with  ten  tenements  on  each 
side,  terminating  with  projecting  wings  containing  school  rooms.  There 
was  an  open  colonnade  in  front  on  the  ground  floor,  340  feet  in  length,§ 
formed  by  a  series  of  stone  columns  supporting  the  storey  above  (see 
Plates  71  and  72).  The  whole  block  of  buildings  was  set  well  back  from  the 
road  behind  a  brick  wall,  which  had  a  central  gatewayJI 

The  centre  block  was  raised  above  the  roof  of  the  tenements,  and 
had  a  moulded  pediment,  in  which  was  placed  a  clock.  Over  the  central 
doorway  was  a  niche  which  contained  a  statue  of  the  founder  holding  a 
scroll  in  his  hand,  with  inscription  beneath. 

These  premises,  having  become  greatly  dilapidated,  were  pulled  down 
in  1822  and  rebuilt  in  1825-7,  on  three  sides  of  a  square,^]  from  the  designs 

*  See  p.  76. 

f  Born  in  1635  at  Freshwater,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Educated  at  Westminster  and  Christ 
Church.  His  fame  as  a  natural  philosopher  overshadows  his  reputation  as  an  architect.  The 
building  on  which  the  latter  chiefly  rests  was  the  second  Bethlem  Hospital,  at  Moorfields,  begun  in 
1675. 

$  Consecrated  by  Archbishop  Tillotson,  24th  November,  1695  (Ellis,  History  of  Shoreditch, 
p.  138). 

§  On  the  stone  piers  to  the  entrance  gateway  were  "  two  stone  Statues,  representing  two  of 
"  Aske's  Hospital  Men,  in  full  Proportion."  (Strype's  edn.  of  Stow,  I.,  p.  237.) 

||    Hatton's  New  View  of  London. 

\  The  present  buildings  do  not  stand  exactly  on  the  site  of  the  former  premises,  which  formed 
one  long  line  covering  a  space  which  now  forms  the  east  end  of  Buttesland  Street,  and  a  part  of 
the  north-east  corner  of  the  buildings  from  that  street  (City  of  London  Livery  Companies  Commission, 
IV.,  p.  437). 
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of  David  Riddel  Roper.*  In  this  scheme  the  school  buildings  were  increased 
in  area. 

In  1873  a  new  scheme  for  the  administration  of  the  Aske  charity  was 
approved.  As  a  result,  the  almshouses  were  demolished,  and  the  school 
buildings  greatly  enlarged  for  use  as  day  schools  for  300  boys  and  300  girls. 
At  the  same  time  day  schools  for  boys  and  girls  were  also  established  at 
Hatcham.  In  1898  the  Hoxton  schools  were  removed,  that  for  the  boys 
being  transferred  to  West  Hampstead,  and  that  for  the  girls  to  Acton. 
The  Shoreditch  premises  were  purchased  by  the  London  County  Council, 
and  are  now  utilised  as  the  Shoreditch  Technical  Institute,  the  small  open 
space  in  front  being  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

The  present  front  consists  of  a  stone  tetrastyle  portico  of  the  (Greek) 
Doric  order  as  the  central  feature,  with  a  heavy  entablature  and  pediment, 
the  frieze  being  enriched  with  carved  laurel  wreaths.  The  rest  or  the  front 
is  in  two  storeys,  constructed  in  yellow  brick,  with  stone  dressings  to  the 
ground- floor  openings  and  plain  moulded  cornice.  The  slate  roof  has 
semicircular-headed  dormer  windows.  On  each  side  of  the  entrance 
doorway  under  the  portico  there  is  a  stone  commemoration  tablet,  giving 
a  general  history  of  the  Aske  charity. 

CONDITION  OF  PREMISES. 

Very  good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

tGeneral  exterior  of  premises  (Shoreditch  Technical  Institute)  (photograph). 
fAske's  Hospital,  Hoxton  (Bowles) — (photograph  of  print  in  Grace  Collection). 
Hoxton  Hospitall,  1720  (print  in  Strype's  Stow). 

The  east  prospect  of  Haberdashers'  Almshouses  at  Hoxton,  by  B.  Cole,  1739. 
fView  and  plan  of  almshouses  (photograph  of  print  in  possession  of  Haberdashers' 
Company). 

Plan  of  Hoxton  Hospital  with  the  gardens,  by  J.  Baker,  1795.    (Photograph  of  plan 
in  Brit.  Mus.  Addl.  MSS.) 

f Haberdashers'    Almshouses,    Hoxton,    1828    (Elmes    and    Shepherd's    Metropolitan 
Improvements). 

fColoured  perspective  drawing  presented  to  Haberdashers'  Company  (photograph). 

Portrait  of  Robert  Aske  (artist  unknown)  in  possession  of  Haberdashers'  Company 
(photograph). 

Tablet  on  exterior  wall  of  portico,  commemorating  general  history  of  Hospital  buildings 
(photograph). 

Tablet  on    exterior  wall   of  portico,  commemorating  services   of  Benjamin   Hawes 
(photograph). 


*  Roper  also  designed  the   Surrey   Chapel  Almshousei,   1814,  and   St.   Mark's  Church, 
Kennington  (also  in  the  Greek  style),  1822-4. 
t  Reproduced  here. 
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XXV.— No.  37    PITFIELD    STREET. 

GROUND  LANDLORD,  LEASEHOLDER,  ETC. 

The  freeholder  is  Mrs.  Amelia  Mary  Birts,  and  the  occupier  is 
W.  Heath. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises  consist  of  two  storeys  and  attic  over  a  shop,  and  contain 
an  interesting  deal  staircase  of  the  late  I7th  century  having  well-turned 
balusters  with  moulded  close  string  and  a  continuous  square  newel.  The 
roof  is  tiled. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Fair. 


XXVI.— No.  1 6   PITFIELD    STREET. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises  consist  of  two  storeys  and  attic  over  a  shop.  They 
contain  an  interesting  deal  staircase  of  the  late  iyth  century  similar  in 
character  to  that  in  No.  37  (Plate  65).  There  is  also  a  small  cast-iron  hob 
grate  to  the  back  room  on  the  second  floor. 

This  part  of  Pitfield  Street  was  built  on  not  later  than  1687,*  and  this 
house,  though  altered  externally,  is,  no  doubt,  substantially  identical  with 
the  original  premises. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Fair. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  is  : 

fDetail  of  staircase  (measured  drawing). 


*  An  indenture  of  5th  August,  1687,  relating  to  a  parcel  of  ground,  80  feet  deep,  on  the  north 
side  of  a  then  new  intended  street  called  James  Street,  is  said  to  abut  west  on  the  yards  and  gardens 
of  several  messuages  fronting  Pitfield  Street  (Midd.  Regy.  Memls.,  1721,  VI.,  3). 

f  Reproduced  here. 
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XXVII.— No.    n    PITFIELD    STREET. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises  consist  of  three  storeys  and  an  attic.  The  ground  floor 
front  is  used  as  a  shop,  and  the  exterior  above  is  in  brick  with  a  boldly- 
moulded  deal  cornice.  The  roof  is  tiled  (Plate  70).  The  interior  lacks 
interest. 

The  premises  appear  to  date  from  the  late  ryth  or  early  i8th  century. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Fair. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  is  : 

fExterior,  general  view  (photograph). 


•  Reproduced  here. 
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XXVIII.-XXXVIL— Nos.    5,   6,    7,   8,    9,    10,   u,   12, 
13,  AND    14   CHARLES    SQUARE. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freehold  of  Nos.  5  to  n  belongs  to  the  Trustees  of  the  late 
James  Emms. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

The  southern  half  of  Charles  Square,  extending  up  to  and  including 
No.  17  on  the  west  side,  formed  portion  of  parcel  (i)  of  Pitfield,*  the  900 
years'  lease  of  which  was  assigned  on  27th  April,  1721,  by  Ann  Ball  (widow 
of  Anthony  Ball)  to  John  Webster.f  A  later  John  Webster  on  23rd  July, 
1770,  leased  the  southern  portion  of  this  parcel  containing  the  site  of  Nos. 
5-14,  Charles  Square,  to  William  Crocker,:):  who  on  2oth  October  in  the 
same  year  demised  it  to  James  Samuel  and  John  Willam.  In  the  lease 
to  Crocker  it  is  described  as  "  set  with  greens,  plants,  fruit  and  other  trees." 
It  is  evident  that  no  houses  had  so  far  been  erected,  but  by  I2th  December, 
1770,  two  at  least  (the  present  Nos.  5  and  6)  had  been  built  or  were  in  course 
of  building.^  Nos.  7  to  12  were  probably  erected  shortly  afterwards,!| 
and  the  date  1771  incised  on  a  stone  tablet  on  the  front  of  No.  6  may  be 
regarded  as  approximately  the  date  of  erection  of  the  eight  houses,  jf  Nos. 
13  and  14  were  not  built  until  a  few  years  later,  as  a  deed  of  8th  September, 
1774,**  refers  to  their  site  as  a  parcel  of  ground  unbuilt  upon. 

These  premises  each  consist  of  three  storeys  and  a  basement,  the 
area  to  which  has  wrought-iron  railings,  with  cast-iron  vase-shaped  tops  to 
the  main  standards.  The  houses  are  constructed  of  stock  bricks  and  have 
a  plain  band  at  the  first-floor  level.  The  windows  have  gauged  arches  with 
some  of  the  window-frames  flush  with  the  wall,  the  glass  being  divided  into 
small  panes.  Some  of  the  entrance  doorways  have  deal  door-cases,  with 

•   See  p.  75. 

f  Middl.  Regy.  Memls.,  1721,  VI.,  3. 
i  Ibid.,  1770,  V.,  31. 

§  See  indentures  of  that  date  (/'<£//,  1771,  II.,  416-7). 

||  They  are  referred  to  in  two  indentures,  of  5th  October,  1774,  and  zgth  September,  1774, 
respectively  (ibid.,  1774,  VI.,  283  and  227),  as : — 

No.  i,  Crocker's  Row,  frontage  18  ft.  =  present  No.  5. 
No.  2,  do.  do.         1 8  ft.  =  present  No.  6. 

No.  3,  do.  do.         28  ft.  10  ins.  =  present  Nos.  7-8. 

No.  4,  do.  do.         1 8  ft.  =  present  No.  9. 

No.  5,  do.  do.         18  ft.  =  present  No.  10. 

Nos.  6  &  7  =  present  Nos.  11-12. 

Actually  seven,  for  it  will  be  seen  that  Nos.  7  and  8  were  originally  one  house 
Ibid.,  1774,  VI.,  311, 


** 


SHOREDITCH 


carved  brackets  supporting  a  moulded  hood  over  a  semicircular  fanlight, 
and  are  good  examples  of  the  work  of  the  period  (Plate  76).  A  drawing 
shows  the  door-case  to  No.  12  (Plate  77) 

The  rooms  generally  have  a  plain  deal  panelled  dado  finished  with  a 
moulded  chair  rail,  while  the  staircases  have  turned  balusters  of  light  design. 
Otherwise  there  is  little  of  interest.* 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

•J"  South  side  of  square,  general  view  (photograph). 

No.  12,  entrance  doorway  (photograph). 
•fNo.  12,  entrance  doorway,  details  (measured  drawing). 


*  No.  8  has  only  one  window  to  the  front  room  on  each  floor,  and  the  internal  staircase 
occupies  a  position  which  differs  from  that  adopted  in  the  rest  of  the  row.  It  was  probably  added 
when  the  original  house  was  divided  into  two. 

t  Reproduced  here. 
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XXXVIII.-XL. — Nos.   15,    1 6,  AND    17   CHARLES 

SQUARE. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freeholder  and  occupier  of  No.  15  is  Mr.  Isaac  Sklanowitz.  The 
freehold  of  No.  16  is  owned  by  the  Trustees  of  the  marriage  settlement  of 
Sir  S.  F.  Mendl,  K.B.E.,  and  Frances,  Lady  Mendl,  and  that  of  No.  17  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  late  C.  Hardy. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

On  i3th  January,  1726-7,  Sarah  Webster  mortgaged  to  William  Guy 
"  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  lately  built  and  yet  uninhabited,  scituate 
on  the  west  side  of  Charles  Square,"  as  well  as  another  messuage  lately 
built  adjoining  it  on  the  north.*  The  only  portion  of  the  west  side  of  the 
square  belonging  to  the  Websters  comprised  the  sites  of  Nos.  15  to  17! 
and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  houses  mentioned  in  the  indenture 
were  Nos.  16  and  17.  No.  15  had  probably  not  yet  been  built.  All  three 
are  referred  to  in  1759  in  a  demise  by  John  Webster  to  Jonathan  Miles  of 
three  tenements  or  messuages  on  the  west  side  of  the  square,  then  or  late 
in  occupation  of  James  Praed,  Jane  Courant  and  Alexander  Eynard. 

Nos,  15  and  17  were  designed  as  wings  to  No.  16,  and  consist  of  three 
storeys  and  basement.  The  walls  are  lined  with  deal  panelling  with 
moulded  cornice  and  chair  rail.  The  majority  of  the  rooms  in  No.  15, 
however,  have  been  stripped  and  lined  with  matchboarding.  The  staircases 
have  well-turned  balusters  and  shaped  brackets  to  the  lower  flights 
(Plates  65,  66  and  79). 

No.  1 6  is  used  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Shoreditch  County  Court, 
and  before  the  present  Court  House  was  built  in  the  rear  of  Old  Street,  the 
front  room  on  the  first  floor  was  utilised  for  that  purpose.  The  premises 
have  a  brick  front  of  three  storeys  and  basement,  with  a  moulded  brick 
cornice  at  second-floor  level.  The  top  storey  has  probably  been  rebuilt. 
The  central  doorcase,  which  is  in  deal,  is  enriched  with  carved  consoles 
and  a  foliated  frieze  (Plate  79).  The  iron  railings  to  the  front  area  have 
well-designed  cast-iron  standards  similar  to  those  at  No.  15  (Plate  42). 
Within,  the  walls  are  lined  with  square  panelling,  with  a  moulded  cornice 
of  good  proportions.  The  main  staircase  has  turned  spiral  balusters,  fluted 
circular  newels,  and  carved  stair  brackets.  The  wall  dado  has  moulded 
panels,  with  fluted  pilasters  as  newels  (Plate  79). 


*  Middl,  Regy.  Mentis.,  1727,  VI.,  199. 
t  See  p.  145. 
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CONDITION  OF  PREMISES. 

Good.    Nos.   15   and   17  are  utilised  for  factory  purposes  and   have  been  altered 
accordingly. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : — 

•Nos.  15-17,  general  exterior  (photograph). 

*No.  16,  entrance  doorway  do. 

•No.  16,  staircase,  general  view  (photograph). 

*No.  16,       do.      (measured  drawing). 

*No.  16,  front  railings,  details  (measured  drawing). 

"No.  17,  ground  floor,  front  room,  interior  (photograph). 

•No.  17,  staircase,  details  of  balustrading  (measured  drawing) 

•No.  17,         do.  do.     balusters  do. 


•  Reproduced  here. 
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XLL— No.   23    CHARLES    SQUARE. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

That  part  of  Charles  Square  north  of  No.  17  on  the  west  side  and  No.  40 
on  the  east  was  included  in  parcel  (ii)  of  Pitfield,*  the  900  years'  lease  of 
which  seems,  from  a  comparison  of  details  in  later  leases,  to  have  been 
transferred  from  Ball  and  Brown  to  Charles  Hills,  who  let  out  the  property 
in  plots  for  building.  One  of  these  plots  was  let  on  2oth  January,  1686-7, 
to  John  Williams,  clerk,  for  58^  years.  It  is  described  as  fronting  south  on 
a  "  then  new  intended  street  called  Charles  Street,  "f  containing  a  frontage 
of  40  feet  and  a  depth  on  the  east  side  of  101  feet,  and  abutting  north  on  a 
field  called  Longfield.  The  measurements  make  it  fairly  certain  that  the 
ground  in  question  formed  the  site  of  No.  23.  The  present  house,  however, 
is  not  the  original  house  "  thereon  afterwards  erected,"  but  was  probably 
built  after  the  expiry  of  the  lease  in  1745. 

The  exterior  of  the  premises  is  very  pleasing,  though  it  has  been 
altered  by  increasing  the  height  of  the  second-floor  windows  (Plate  81). 
The  iron  balconies  to  the  first-floor  windows  are  very  successful.  The 
wood  doorcase,  which  has  three-quarter  diameter  columns,  is  well  executed 
and  has  a  semicircular  fanlight,  affording  light  to  the  hall.  Internally, 
portions  of  the  premises  have  been  altered  to  adapt  them  for  use  as  a 
fancy-leather-goods  store,  and  openings  have  been  cut  through  the  party 
walls  to  connect  with  new  factory  premises  adjoining.  Some  of  the  rooms., 
however,  still  retain  their  plain  panelling.  The  south-west  room  on  the 
ground  floor  has  a  carved  mantelpiece,  enriched  with  a  foliated  frieze. 
The  staircase  is  panelled  and  has  well-turned  balusters  and  shaped  brackets. 
The  hall  also  is  panelled  and  finished  with  a  moulded  cornice. 

There  are  one  or  two  interesting  hob-grates.  That  in  the  back  room 
on  the  first  floor  (Plate  82)  is  a  representation  of  the  Coalbrookdale  Bridge 
over  the  Severn. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

JExterior  (photograph). 

Entrance  hall,  interior  (photograph). 

Ground  floor,  front  room,  interior  (photograph). 
J  First  floor,  back  room,  hob-grate  do. 


*   See  p.  75. 

f  Midd.  Reg.  Mentis.,  1713,  VI.,  90. 

%  Reproduced  here. 
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XLII.— No.  27   CHARLES    SQUARE. 

GROUND  LANDLORD. 

The  freeholder  is  Mrs.  F.  Miller. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

This  house  consists  of  two  storeys,  with  an  attic  and  basement.  The 
front  room  on  the  ground  floor  has  deal  panelling,  with  moulded  cornice 
and  chair  rail.  The  chimney-piece  across  one  of  the  angles  of  the  room 
has  a  panel  above  with  a  moulded  architrave  containing  a  canvas,  now 
painted  over.  The  staircase  is  of  generous  width  and  easy  going.  The 
balustrading  has  well-turned  balusters,  with  a  moulded  close  string,  square 
newel  posts  with  ball  terminals,  and  moulded  pendants.  The  whole 
is  characteristic  of  the  work  of  the  late  iyth  century,  and  it  is  probable 
therefore  that  the  house  dates  back  to  the  period  1685-90,  when  Charles 
Hills  was  effecting  his  sub-leases.  The  front  area  railings  have  well-designed 
cast-iron  standards  (Plate  42). 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

"Plan  of  premises  (measured  drawing). 

•Staircase,  details  of  balustrading  (measured  drawing). 

"Iron  railings,  detail  (measured  drawing). 

•Nos.  25-26,  lamp-bracket,  detail  (measured  drawing). 


•  Reproduced  here. 
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XLIIL— No.  39  CHARLES    SQUARE. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

That  part  of  the  eastern  side  of  Charles  Square  which  belonged  to 
Charles  Hills  extended  from  and  including  No.  39,  to  the  north-east  corner 
of  the  square.  This  would  appear  to  have  been  let  in  two  plots  :  (a)  con- 
taining a  frontage  of  40  feet  in  the  square,  abutting  north  on  Charles  Street 
and  let  to  William  Charles  for  61  years  from  23rd  March,  1684-5*;  anc^ 
(fr)  containing  a  frontage  of  44  feet  and  a  depth  of  49  feet,  abutting  north 
on  ground  of  William  Charles,  and  let  to  Stephen  Rumball  for  a  term  ending 
Lady  Day,  1745,  i.e.,  probably  the  same  term  as  (a). 

Plot  (<£)  corresponds  to  No.  39,  and  these  premises,  which,  in  all 
probability,  are  substantially  identical  with  those  originally  built,  therefore 
date  back  to  about  1685. 

The  house  consists  of  two  storeys  and  a  basement,  with  an  attic  in 
roof.  It  is  double-fronted,  with  a  plastered  front,  and  has  window-frames  flush 
with  the  wall,  with  the  glass  divided  into  small  panes.  Internally,  some  of 
the  rooms  have  square  deal  panelling,  with  a  moulded  cornice  and  chair 
rail.  The  staircase  has  a  moulded  close  string  with  square  newel  posts 
finished  with  ball  caps  and  moulded  pendants.  The  balusters  are  well 
turned  and  spaced  at  a  wider  distance  apart  than  usual  (Plates  65  and  66). 
The  staircase  at  the  top  has  a  three-light  mullioned  window  which  overlooks 
the  garden  in  the  rear,  and  is  glazed  with  diamond-leaded  lights. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : — 

"(•Staircase  balustrade,  detail  (measured  drawing). 


*  See,  e.g.,  indenture  between  Frances  Crispe  and  John  Cazalet  (Midd.  Reg.  Mentis.,  1726, 
IV.,  287). 

t  Reproduced  here. 
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XLIV.— No.  115    CURTAIN     ROAD     ("MARQUIS 
OF   CORNWALLIS"). 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises,  which  were  originally  two  houses,  consist  of  public 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  with  two  storeys  and  attics  over.  The  exterior 
is  stuccoed  over  and  some  of  the  windows  have  their  sashes  divided  into 
small  squares.  The  premises  are  roofed  with  pantiles  and  probably  date 
from  the  latter  part  of  the  i8th  century.  The  interior  is  lacking  in  interest 
and  has  suffered  by  the  alterations. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  is  : 

Exterior,  from  (photograph). 
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XLV.— THE    AUGUSTINIAN    PRIORY    OF 
ST.  JOHN   THE  BAPTIST,   HOLYWELL. 

GENERAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  PRIORY. 

Dugdale,*  Tannerf  and  Newcourt,:}:  followed  by  Ellis§  and  all  other 
writers,  date  the  foundation  of  Holywell  Priory  before  the  year  1127.  This 
unanimous  opinion  is  based  on  the  identification  of  Richard,  formerly  bishop 
of  London,  mentioned  as  a  benefactor  of  the  priory  in  the  charter  of  I  Ric.  I., 
with  Richard  de  Belmeis,  bishop  of  London,  who  died  in  January.,  1128.  If 
this  identification  be  correct,  it  is  obvious  that  the  date  of  the  foundation  of 
the  priory  must  be  before  that  year.  There  does  not,  however,  appear  to  be 
any  compelling  reason  for  the  identification,  for  there  was  another  Richard 
de  Belmeis,  who  was  bishop  of  London  from  1152  to  1162,  and  who  appears 
prima  facie  to  have  as  good  a  claim  to  the  honour  as  the  elder  Richard. 

The  charter  of  i  Ric.  I.  states  that  the  site  of  the  priory  was  granted 
by  Robert,  son  of  "Gelran,"  canon  of  St.  Paul's.  Robert,  son  of  "  Generan," 
was  prebendary  of  Holywell  for  a  period  which  covered  the  years  1133  and 
ii62.||  Unfortunately,  there  is  no  evidence  whether  he  held  the  prebend 
as  early  as  1127.  That  is,  of  course,  quite  possible.  It  must,  therefore,  be 
admitted  that  Robert  may  have  given  a  site  for  the  priory  before  the  death 
of  Richard  de  Belmeis,  the  elder,  in  January,  1128.  The  fact,  however,  that 
the  grant  was  confirmed  by  Richard,  the  younger,  at  some  time  between  1152 
and  n6i,^f  makes  it  practically  certain  that  the  foundation  of  the  priory  is 
also  to  be  dated  within  that  period.  In  any  case,  however,  it  was  before 
Michaelmas,  1158,**  as  a  grant  to  the  priory  by  Robert,  son  of  Herbert, 
the  King's  chamberlain,  bears  that  date. 

By  whom,  and  in  what  circumstances,  the  priory  was  founded,  are 
matters  quite  unknownff .  It  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  ^  and,  according  to  the  invariable  statement  of  historians,  was 
for  nuns  of  the  Benedictine  Order. 

*  Monasticon  Anglicanum,  IV.,  p.  390(1846  edn.). 

t  Notitia  Monastica,  VIII.,  p.  8. 

^  Repertorium  Ecclesiasticum  Parochialc  Londinense,  I.,  p.  664. 

§  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  184. 

||  Hennessy  (Novum  Repertorium,  p.  30)  gives  the  latter  year  as  1 1 50,  but  Robert,  with  other 
canons,  was  witness  to  an  agreement,  dated  1162,  concerning  St.  Mary  Magdalen's,  Milk  Street 
(Newcourt's  Repertorium,  I.,  p.  470). 

If  See  p.  169. 

*«  British  Museum  M.S.,  Fiullius,  F.  VIII.,  fol.  84*. 

ff  Stow's  statement  (Survey  of  London),  Kingsford's  Edn.,  II.,  p.  73)  that  it  was  "  of  old  time 
founded  by  a  Bishop  of  London  "appears  to  beaconjecture  based  on  the  fact  of  the  bishop's  benefaction. 

ff  The  latter  dedication  was  almost  always  mentioned  alone.  For  the  whole  dedication  see 
e.g.,  grant  to  Alex,  and  Thos.  Haryngton  of  the  office  of  receiver,  by  the  Prioress  "  domus  monialium 
sive  prioratus  beate  Marie  Virginis  et  sancti  Johannis  Baptiste  de  Hallywell  "  (Augment.  Office, 
Misc.  Books,  No.  104,  Part  II.,  95-6). 
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No  authority  is  quoted  for  the  statement,  which  is  certainly  incorrect. 
The  Obituary  Roll  or  the  Priors  of  Ebchester  and  Burnaby  of  Durham 
distinctly  refers  to  Holywell  as  of  the  Order  of  Augustine.*  Again,  a 
mandatef  of  Pope  Gregory  IX.  (1240)  refers  to  the  petition  of  "  the  prioress 
and  Augustinian  convent  of  Halliwell  in  the  diocese  of  London."  Reference 
to  "  the  Augustinian  prioress  and  convent  of  Halywell  in  the  diocese  of 
London  "  occurs  in  a  papal  mandate  of  1400,^  while  the  fact  that  in  October, 
1397,  an  indult  was  granted§  to  Agnes  Grene,  an  Augustinian  nun  of 
Rothewell,  to  transfer  herself  to  the  priory  of  "  Halywell  "  of  the  same  order, 
or  to  the  Benedictine  monasteries  of  "  Berkyng  "  or  "  Elenstowe,"  rather 
emphasises  the  point. 

According  to  Stow,||  Stephen  de  Gravesend,  bishop  of  London 
(d.  1338),  was  a  benefactor  of  the  priory,  but  no  details  can  be  ascertained. 
The  same  author  states  that  the  priory  was  "  reedified  by  Sir  Thomas  LoueH, 
knight  of  the  Garter,  who  builded  much  there,  in  the  raignes  of//,  the  7.  and 
of  //.  the  8.  Hee  endowed  this  house  with  fayre  lands,  and  was  there  buried 
in  a  large  chappel  by  him  builded  for  that  purpose." 

That  Lovell  built  a  chapel  in  connection  with  the  priory  is  quite 
certain,^]  and  it  is  on  record**  that  in  151 1  he  transferred  to  the  priory  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  etc.,  to  the  clear  value  of  £40  a  year.  As  regards  the  further 
statement  that  he  rebuilt  the  priory,  there  is  no  direct  evidence.  The  fact, 
however,  that  on  almost  every  window  of  the  church  was  painted  an  exhorta- 
tion to  pray  for  his  soul,  ft  suggests  that  his  work  at  Holywell  was  not  confined 
to  the  chapel.  $$ 

•  Publication  of  the  Surtees  Society  :   "  No.  363,  Titulus  Domus  Sancti  Johannis  Baptistac 
de  Halywelle,  Ordinis  Sancti  Augustini,  prope  London." 

f  Calendar  of  Papal  Registers,  I.,  p.  191. 
t  Ibid.,  V.,  p.  281. 

*  Ibid.,  V.,  p.  75. 

||  Survey  o/'iwMW  (Kingsford's  Edn.),  II.,  p.  73. 

^  For  instance,  in  his  will  he  bequeathed  "  his  body  to  be  buried  within  the  monastery  of 
nonnes  called  Hallywell,  besides  London,  in  a  litell  chapell  which  was  by  me  the  said  Sir  Thomas 
Lovell  caused  to  be  made  "  (P.C.C.,  27  Jenkyn),  and  reference  is  subsequently  made  (see  p.  167) 
to  a  gallery  covering  the  south  aisle  of  the  church  leading  from  the  earl  of  Rutland's  lodging  to 
Lovell's  chapel.  The  latter  reference  suggests  that  certain  consequential  works  to  the  church  were 
necessitated,  such  as,  for  example,  the  raising  of  the  clerestory  to  enable  access  to  be  obtained  through 
the  triforium. 

••  Licence  to  alienate,  dated  2Oth  June,  1511  {Patent  Roll,  No.  615). 
ft  Weever  quotes  the  inscription  as  : — 

"  All  the  nunnes  in  Holywel, 

"  Pray  for  the  soul  of  Sir  Thomas  Lovel." 

(Fun.  Man.,  p.  428). 

According  to  Blomfield  (History  of  Norfolk,  ed.  1805,  I.,  p.  324),  however,  the  lines  ran  : — 
"  All  ye  nunns  of  Haliwell, 
"  Pray  ye  both  Day  and  Night, 
"  For  the  soul  of  Sir  Thomas  Louell, 
"  Whom  Harry  the  seventh  made  knight." 
\\  Ix)vell  was  a  son  of  Sir  Ralph  Lovell  of  Norfolk.    In  1473  he  appears  to  have  been  entered 
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According    to    Weever,    "  Sir  Geo.   Manners,  knight,   Lord  Ros  of 

'  Hamlake,  being  with  King  Henry  the  eight,  at  the  seage  of  Turney  and 

Turwine,  there  took  a  grievous  sicknesse,  whereupon    he  languished,  in 

the  same  year  of  this  their  expedition  into  France,  which  was  Ann.  Dom. 

1513.     And  according  to  his  will  was  here  entombed  in  the  chapell,  and 

'  neare  to  the  high  altar  of  this  Priory."*     In  view  of  the  fact  that  Lovell 

had  shown  practical  interest  in  the  priory  at  least  as  early  as  1511,  it  is  quite 

possible  that  he  had  already  built  his  chapel  in  1513  and  that  this  is  the  building 

referred  to.     There  may,  however,  have  been,  and  probably  was,  another 

chapel  in  the  priory  church. 


Lwcll. 


PROPERTY  OF  THE  PRIORY. 

Four  royal  charters  confirming  the  priory  in  its  possessions  are  extant, 
either  in  the  original  or  in  "  inspeximus  "  copies.  The  first  was  issued 
on  yth  October,  i  Ric.  I.  (1189),  the  second  on  nth  April,  6  Ric.  I. 
(1195),  and  the  other  two  on  3oth  April,  19  Henry  III.  (1235).  Inasmuch 
as  they  are  wholly  concerned  with  the  property  of  the  priory  (including 
its  site)  it  seems  unnecessary  to  set  them  out  at  length.  A  transcription, 
more  or  less  complete,  of  the  priory  Register,  which  seems  to  be  no  longer 
in  existence,  is  contained  in  the  British  Museum.f 

The  Act,  26  Henry  VIII.,  c.  3,  provided  for  a  tenth  part  of  the  revenues 
and  profits  of  all  monasteries,  etc.,  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  King,  and  in 
connection  therewith  a  return§  was  made  in  the  same  year  (1534)  of  the  income 
of  Holywell  Priory,  giving  an  account  of  its  property,  parish  by  parish,  as 


at  Lincoln's  Inn.  On  the  accession  of  Henry  VII.  he  was  created  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  life,  and  received  other  marks  of  royal  favour.  In  1487  he  fought  at  Stoke  against  Lambert 
Simnel  and  was  knighted  for  his  services.  He  continued  in  favour  with  Henry  VIII.,  who,  in  1509, 
made  him  constable  of  the  Tower  as  well  as  giving  him  several  court  and  other  appointments. 
Wolsey's  rise  seems  to  have  affected  his  position  and  by  July,  1516,  he  had  withdrawn  from  public 
affairs.  He  died  at  his  house  near  Enfield  on  25th  May,  1524.  One  of  the  attendants  at  his  funeral 
at  Holywell  was  "  Lambert  Symnell,  yeoman,"  who,  no  doubt,  was  the  pretender  of  1487.  In 
addition  to  Lovell's  benefactions  to  Holywell,  he  contributed  towards  the  building  of  Caius  College, 
Cambridge,  and  of  the  Chancery  Lane  Gate  House  at  Lincoln's  Inn. 

*  Funeral  Monuments  (1631),  p.  428.  The  original  authority  for  the  main  portion  of  this 
statement  seems  to  be  Leland  s  Itinerary  (I.,  fol.  109) :  "  Georgius  existen?  in  bello  cum  Henrico  8 
contra  Francos  accepit  gravem  infirmitatem,  et  obiit  anno  Di  1513.  Sepultus  est  Londini  in  ecclesia 
monialium  de  Halliwell."  The  fact  that  his  will  (P.C.C.,  24,  Fettiplace)  prescribes  that  he  should 
be  buried  "  in  the  church  next  unto  the  place  where  I  shall  happen  to  die  "  suggests  that  his  death 
took  place  at  Holywell.  Dugdale  (Monasticon  Anglla,  1682  edn.,  I.,  p.  729)  says  :  "  in  redeundo 
obiit."  The  body  is  now  in  the  north  cross  of  St.  George's  Chapel,  Windsor. 

t  Fitellius  F.  8,  ff.  84-86  and  189-191.  Series  of  extracts  from  this  document  are  con- 
tained in  Brit.  Mus.  Addl.  MS.,  5937,  ff.  115-6,  and  Bodleian  MS.  Dodsworth,  CIL,  ff.  90-3. 

§  Rentals  and  Surveys  (Excheq^j,  11/35. 
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existing  at  Michaelmas  of  that  year.     The  information  contained  in   the 
return  may  be  exhibited  as  follows*  : — 


crrr  OF  LONDON. 

All  Hallows,  the  Great. 
All  Hallows,  the  Less. 
All  Hallows,  Honey  Lane. 
All  Hallows,  Lombard  Street. 
All  Hallows  on  the  Wall. 

St.  Alphage. 

St.  Andrew   Undershaft. 

St.  Antholin.f 

St.    Bartholomew   by   the   Exchange 

("  the  Little  "). 
St.  Benet  Fink. 
St.  Botolph,  Bishopsgate. 


St.  Edmund,  Lombard  Street. 

St.  Gabriel  ("  Mary  "),  Fenchurch. 

St.  Giles,  Cripplegate. 

St.  Lawrence,  Jewry. 

St.  Leonard,  Eastcheap. 

St.  Magnus. 

St.  Margaret,  Fish  Street  Hill("  in  the 

new  Fish  Market ").{ 
St.  Mary  Aldermanbury. 

St.  Mary-le-Bow. 

St.  Mary  Colechurch.f 

St.  Mary  Woolnoth. 

St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Old  Fish  Street 

("  in  the  old  Fish  Market  "). 
St.  Matthew,  Friday  Street. 
St.  Michael,  Bassishaw. 
St.  Michael,  Cornhill. 
St.  Michael,  Crooked  Lane 
St.  Michael,  Queenhithe. 
St.  Michael,  Wood  Street. 
St.  Nicholas  Aeon. 


INCOME. 
Temporalia. 


L  '.  J. 

Assize  rents.  i    o    o 

Assize  rents.  213    4 

Farm  of  tenements.  400 

Assize  rents.  i     6    8 

Assize  rents.  3;. 

Farm  of  tenements,  cottages,  etc.  6j/.      380 

Assize  rents.  2  10    8 

Farm  of  tenements.  368 

Assize  rents.  400 

Farm  of  tenements,  cottages,  etc.  1 1   1 5    4 

Assize  rents.  13     4 

Assize  rents.  io/. 
Farm  of  tenements,  cottages, 

and  gardens.  £6  \s.  \d.      644 

Assize  rents.  312    o 

Assize  rents.  30*. 
Farm  of  tenements.                     53*.  \d.      434 

Farm  of  cottages,  etc.  34    3    o 

Assize  rents.  i     o    o 

Farm  of  tenements  413     4 

Assize  rents.  4     o 

Assize  rents.  i     o    o 


Assize  rents, 

Farm  of  tenements,  etc.  £& 

Assize  rents,  13*. 

Farm  of  tenements,  53*. 

Assize  rents, 

Farm  of  tenements,  etc. 

Assize  rents, 

Farm  of  tenements,  and  cottages, 

Assize  rents,  9*. 

Farm  of  tenements,  £6  13*. 

Assize  rents. 

Farm  of  tenements,  cottages,  etc. 

Assize  rents. 

Assize  rents. 

Assize  rents. 

Assize  rents. 

Assize  rents. 


21. 
lit. 


77'- 

21. 

75'- 
,  id. 


8  13  o 

3    6  8 

5  i?  o 

3  17  o 

7    2     5 

13    4 
690 

i    6    8 
280 

i     6    5 
i     4    6 


•  The  order  has  been  altered  and  the  form  slightly  changed  in  the  interests  of  clearness, 
t  Name  illegible;  identified  by  reference  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiastical. 

%  The  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  has  "  the  Blessed  Mary  in  the  New  Fish  Market,"  probably  a 
mistake. 
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CITT  OF  LONDON— continued. 

St.  Olave,  Hart  Street  ("  in  Marke 

lane  "). 
St.  Pancras.* 

St.  Peter  le  Poor. 
St.  Peter,  Westcheap. 
St.  Sepulchre. 

St.  Stephen,  Coleman  Street. 
St.  Stephen,  Walbrook. 
St.  Vedast. 

MIDDLESEX. 

St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch.f 


"  Campus  de  Fynesbury." 
"  Parochia  de  HalyweU."J 


Hoxton. 

Hackney. 

Edmonton. 

SURRET. 

Camberwell. 


-    Assize  rents. 


£   '.  '• 

6    8 


Assize  rents.  66s.  8J. 

Farms  of  two  tenements.  £4      7    6 

Assize  rents.  18 

Farm  of  tenements.  5    o 

Assize  rents.  40^. 

Farm  of  one  tenement.  161.      2  16 

Assize  rents.  2    o 

Farm  of  tenements  and  cottages.  15  13 

Assize  rents.  i  16 


Assize  rents.  131.  \d. 

Farm  of  tenements,  etc.         £34  is.  \J. 

Farm  of  lands  and  pastures.        28*.  \d.    36    4    o 

Farm  of  lands  and  pastures.  3  10    o 

Farm  of  tenements  and 
chambers  within  the  Pre- 
cinct of  the  Priory.  £10141. 

Farm  of  lands,  meadows  and 
pastures  in  the  hands  of 
the  Prioress.  40*.  12  14  c 

Farm  of  lands  and  pastures  in  the  hands 

of  the  Prioress.  260 

Farm  of  lands  and  pastures  in  the  hands 
of  the  Prioress.  i     6    8 

Farm  of  meadows.  140 


-  Rent  of  customary  tenants  and 
farm  of  tenants  at  will  of  the 
lord,  demised  to  Robert 
Draper.  £5  6s.  8</. 

Farm  of  manor,  demised   to 
Jas.Pyke.  £8     13 


6    8 


*  Name  illegible  ;  identified  by  reference  to  the  Falor  Ecdesiasticus. 

f  The  property  of  the  priory  in  the  parish  of  Shoreditch,  including  Holywell  and  Hoxton, 
was,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  subsequent  royal  grants,  as  follows : — Curtain  Close  (p.  17), 
Fairfield  and  an  unnamed  close  adjoining  (p.  22),  4  acres  in  the  Mill  Field  (p.  71),  Hoxton  Close 
(p.  59),  Star  Close  (p.  47),  3  acres  in  St.  Nicholas  Field  (p.  47),  I  acre  opposite  The  Star,  all  granted 
to  Lord  Wriothesley;  4^  acres  in  three  portions  in  Moorfields,  a  close  of  2  acres  between  Kingsland 
Road  and  Hackney  Road  (p.  46),  and  if  acres  of  land  in  Hunt's  Hill,  all  granted  to  John  Pope; 
12  messuages,  probably  in  the  high  road,  granted  to  John  Pope  and  Anthony  Foster;  16  messuages,  2 
messuages  in  tenure  of  Maurice  Knevett  (p.  20),  3  messuages  in  tenure  of  Thos.  Stowley  or  Towle 
(p.  178),  5  messuages  in  tenure  of  Wm.  Upchurch,  and  2  messuages  in  the  high  street  in  tenure  of 
Thos.  Harrington,  all  granted  to  Robt.  Curson  and  John  Pope;  2  tenements  on  the  east  of  the  high 
street  granted  to  Robt.  Paddon  and  John  Mowlesworth;  2  tenements  "  super  lez  Corner,"  abutting 
E.  and  S.  on  the  highway  and  W.  and  N.  on  lands  of  the  priory,  granted  to  Robert  Curson;  5  mess- 
uages, and  a  strip  of  ground  east  of  Curtain  Close  (p.  20)  granted  to  Christopher  Campion  and 
John  Rollesley. 

£  This  mention  of  Holywell  as  a  parish,  distinct  from  the  "  Parochia  Sci.  Leonardi,  Shordiche," 
is  puzzling.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Hoxton  is  also  given  separately. 
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ESSEX. 

Burnham  ("  Burneholme  "). 

Leyton. 
Stratford,  Bow. 

HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Roydon. 


•  Farm    of    marshes,   called  ''  Holywell 

Marsh,  Twiselford,  Turnecole  and 
Lanesende,"  demised  to  Wm.  Harris    30    o     o 
Manor  of  "  Rokcolte  "  let  to  farm  to 

.     .    .    Chalenor.  368 

-  Farm   of  watcrmill  demised   to  Wm. 

Knyght.  800 


-  Farm  of  a  parcel  of  meadow  called 
"  Nunneholme  "  demised  to  John 
Feynle.  7  o 

Farnham  and  Albury("  Alderbury  ").    -    Farm   of  divers   lands,   meadows  and 

pastures,  demised  to  John  Newman.         I     o    o 

Braughing.  -     Farm  of  divers  lands,  tenements,  mea- 

dows and  pastures  called  Gatesbury, 
demised  to  Thos.  Hedge.  400 

Layston     ("  Leystonchurch  ")      and    -     Farm  of  lands,  meadows  and  pastures 
Wyddial  ("  Widyhale  ").  called  "  G yberuke  "  and  "  Halywell  " 

demised  to  John  Bramfeld.  568 

Welwyn.  -    Farm  of  divers  lands,  meadows  and  pas- 

tures demised  to  Wm.  Witeshyre.  300 

KENT. 

Manor  of  Ash  ("Aish").  -    Farmed  to  Robt.  Stucis.  568 

Marshes  called  "  Frcren,"  alias  Old    -    Farmed  to  Sir  John  Cromer.  400 

Marsh,  in  Tunstall. 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 

Rectory   of  Dunton   ("  Downton  ") 
with  manor. 

HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Ashwcll. 

Welwyn. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Trumpington. 


Spiritualia. 
-    Farmed  to  John  Burgoyn.  16  15  10 


-  Portion  of  the  tithes  demised  to  West- 

minster Abbey.  2    o 

-  Payment  received  from  John  Thomson, 

rector.  3    o 


Farmed  to  Rich.  Deye. 
Total  income. 


23  10    o 
•348  14    6 


RENTS  PAID. 

St.  Andrew  Undershaft. 

St.  Antholin. 

St.  Gabriel  ("  Mary  "),  Fenchurch 

St.  Giles,  Cripplegate. 

St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch. 

St.  Margaret,  Fish  Street  Hill. 


Outgoings. 

£  >.  J- 

-  Master  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields.  4    6 

-  Westminster  Abbey.  3    o 

-  Priory  of  Blakemore.  5    o 

-  Bailiff  of  the  Manor  of  Finsbury.  242 

-  Bishop  of  London.  i  10 

-  Westminster  Abbey.  4    6 


The  return  itself,  by  a  mistake  in  casting,  gives  the  total  as  only  £343  14*.  6</. 
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RENTS  PAID— continued. 
St.  Mary-le-Bow. 
St.  Mary  Colechurch. 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Old  Fish  Street. 

St.  Pancras. 

St.  Stephen,  Walbrook. 

Braughing. 

OTHER  PAYMENTS. 
"  Parochia  de  Halywell.' 


Burn  ham. 
Dunton. 


Trumpmgton 


SALARIES. 

Thomas,  earl  of  Rutland,  chief  steward. 
John  Nudegate,  Esq.,  understeward. 
William  Berners,  auditor. 

Alexander  Harington,       receiver. 


Bermondsey  Abbey. 

Priory  of  Torkington. 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

St.  Paul's  6s. 

Whittington's  College. 

Westminster  Abbey. 

Humphrey  FitzHerbert,  Esq., 


Alms*  given  to  the  poor  every  day  to 
the  value  of  ->,d.  a  day  for  the  souls  of 
"  Astatim  "  Daicy  and  Olive  his  wife. 

Payment  to  the  Priory  of  St.  Helen's. 

Payment  to  Wallingford  Priory. 

Procuration  and  Visitation  feef  paid  to 
bishop  of  Lincoln. 

Alms  given  to  poor  for  souls  of  former 
bishop  of  LincolnJ  and  his  parents, 
viz.  in  bread,  drink  and  cheese  at 
Christmas. 

Payment  to  Abbey  of  St.  Alban's 

Payment  to  Priory  of  Lewes. 

Payment  to  Priory  of  Barnewell. 

Procuration  and  Visitation  feef  paid  to 
archdeacon  of  Ely. 

Alms  given  to  the  poor  for  the  souls  of 
former  bishop  of  Ely  and  his  parents§ 
in  bread,  drink,  and  meat  at  Christmas, 


Total  outgoings. 


£    '•  d. 

6  8 

4.  O 

9  8 

12  O 

3  4 

i     2  6 


12 

6 
o 
6 


6    8 


o    o 


3     6    8 

200 
2      O      O 

10  13    4 


The  clear  profit  thus  amounted  to  £302  \is.  3</.,||  although,  owing  to 
the  error  made  in  the  original  return  in  casting  up  the  income,  that  document 
gives  the  amount  as  £297  I2j.  3^. 

Among  other  returns   purporting   to  give  the  value  of  the  Priory's 

property  are  two  prepared  in  the  following  year  (1535).     One  is  endorsed 

'  The  originall  Return  signed  by  Sybell  Newdygate,  Prioress,  of  all    the 

spiritual   and    temporal   possessions   belonging   to   the  Priory   of  Nuns   of 

*  According  to  the  Valor  EC  clesiasticus,  a  dish  of  food,  with  two  loaves,  and  half  a  flagon  of  ale. 
•f  The  word  used  is  "  sigillac  "  and  the  corresponding  word  in  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  is 
"  sinodal." 

$  According  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  the  bishop  was  Henry. 

§  According  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  the  bishop  was  Simon  (see  p.  162). 

||  Correcting  the  amount  received  in  respect  of  Welwyn  (see  below)  the  actual  profit  was 

£301    I2S.  3</. 
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Hallewell  near  London,*  etc."\  and  the  other,  which  is  practically  identical 
therewith,  is  contained  in  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus.^  The  amounts  given  in 
these  vary  as  follows  from  those  contained  in  the  return  printed  above  : — 

Two  later  Return  printed 

Returns.  above. 


London^  and  Middlesex. 

Welwyn.§ 

Dunton. II 


L  /.  J. 

228  ii    4 

zoo 

13    6    8 


Total  income. 
Clear  profit. 


347 


8 


300  19    5 


L    '•   d. 

225  15    o 

300 

16  15  10 

348  14    6 
302  12    3 


PERSONNEL. 


Prioresses. 


Ellis^j  gave  a  list  of  1 1  names  of  Holywell  prioresses,  one  of  which  is 
certainly  an  error,**  and  the  latest  listft  repeats  the  n  names  with  two 
additions.  The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  a  complete  list  can  be  given, 
but  the  following  attempt  is  at  any  rate  an  advance  on  its  predecessors  :— 

Magdalena  [circ.  1185  or  circ.  1210]. 

The  British  Museum  transcript  of  the  register  of  the  priory^  contains  a  record  of  a 
plea  between  Roger  de  Bray,  Margaret  his  wife  and  Milo  his  son,  and  Magdalena,  the  prioress,  and 
the  convent  of  "  Haliwell,"  concerning  land  in  Dunton.  Roger's  charter  concerning  the  land 
can  be  approximately  dated  1185.  If  this  is  the  date  of  the  plea,  Magdalena  is  the  earliest  known 
prioress  of  Holywell.  If,  however,  the  plea  has  to  be  placed  more  than  a  very  few  years  kter, 
Magdalena  must  follow  dementia,  say  circ.  1210. 

dementia   [1193-1203]. 

Among  the  records  of  St.  Paul's  is  a  deed  of  sale,§§  dated  1193,  by  Clementia,  the  prioress. 
She  again  appears  in  1201, ||||  and  once  more  in  1203-4.^ 

•  Rentals  and  Surveys,  27/13. 

t  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  Henry  VIII.,  pp.  394-5. 

$  The  parishes  in  the  City  of  London  are  not  given  separately  in  the  two  returns. 

$  The  actual  lease  (Exch.  Aug.,  Conventual  Leases,  Midd.,  No.  37)  shows  that  £2  is  correct. 

||  In  the  case  of  the  Dunton  estate  the  lease  provided  for  payment  in  kind,  viz.,  80  quarters  of 
malt  a  year  to  be  delivered  at  Holywell,  a  payment  of  £4  a  year  being  made  to  the  lessee,  Thos. 
Burgoyn,  "  for  the  caryage  and  delyvere  of  the  said  yerely  rente  of  foure  score  quarters  of  malte." 
(Augmentation  Office,  Miscell.  Books,  No.  96,  ff.  234-7).  The  varying  figures  probably  reflect  the 
changing  price  of  malt. 

^  History  of  Shoreditch,  p.  200. 

**  Clcmencia  in  1521. 

tf  By  Gilbert  H.  Lovegrove,  in  Home  Counties  Magazine,  VI.,  p.  279. 

\\   Vitellius,  F.  8. 

§§  Hist.  MSS.  Commission  Reft.,  IX.,  Ap.  p.  20. 

(HI  Transaction  between  "  Clemencia,  prioress  of  Haliwelle  "  and  Robert  Fitz Walter  and 
Gunnora  his  wife.  (Essex  Fines,  Cal.  p.  22.) 

^fl|  Fine  between  William  de  Barra  ana"  Clementia,  prioress  of  Haliwell.  (Middx.  feet  of 
Fines,  5  John.) 
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Maud  [1224]. 

There  are  two  fines  dated  8  Henry  III.  (1223-4)  relating  to  Camberwell  and  one  in  the 
following  year  relating  to  the  Priory's  Mill  in  Bromley,  in  all  of  which  "  Matilda,"  prioress  of 
"  Haliwell,"  is  mentioned. 

Agnes  [1239-1240]. 

A  charter,  dated  August,  1 239,*  of  Holy  Trinity  Priory  mentions  the  grant  of  property  at 
Alsewick  to  Agnes,  the  prioress,  and  the  nuns  of  Haliwell.  A  reference  to  Agnes  also  occurs  in  a 
grant  of  1239-40  from  Holywell  Priory  to  St.  Thomas  of  Acon,f  and  in  a  fine  dated  i8th 
November,  1240,  concerning  land  in  Dunton. 

Juliana  [1248-1261]. 

Among  the  Essex  Fines  are  five  references  to  Juliana  as  prioress  under  date  of  (i)  1247-8, 
(ii)  1255-6,  (iii)-(v)  1261-2. 

Benigna  [  ?]. 

Ellis  states  on  the  authority  of  the  Mores  MSS.  that  the  name  of  Benigna  occurs  as  prioress 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

Christina  of  Kent  [1272-1283]. 

A  charter  of  Christiana  of  Kent,  prioress  of"  Halewelle,"  can  be  dated  12724  A  reference 
to  Cristiana,  prioress  of  "  Haliwell,"  also  occurs  in  a  fine  of  10  Edward  I.  (1282),  and  a  deed  in 
the  possession  of  St.  Paul's,  dated  1283,  is  concerned  with  a  grant  by  Christina,  prioress  of  "  St. 
John  de  Haliwelle."§  As  will  be  seen  below,  Christina  was  succeeded  by  Alice  in  or  before  1293. 
In  his  will,  however,  dated  2ist  December,  I3i2,||  Thomas  Romayn  left  the  reversion  of  certain 
property  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Wookhurch  to  his  two  daughters,  nuns  in  "  Halywell,"  with 
remainder  to  Dame  Cristina  de  Kent,  their  aunt,  "  a  nun  there."  It  is  difficult  to  resist  the  sugges- 
tion that  it  is  the  former  prioress  who  is  referred  to,  and  that  for  some  reason  or  other  she  had 
resigned  her  office  some  20  years  or  more  before  her  death. 

Alice  [1293]. 

Alice,  prioress  of"  Haliwell,"  is  mentioned  in  a  deed  of  1293  in  the  possession  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's.^ 

Albreda  [arc.  1320]. 

The  priory  had  acquired  without  royal  licence  a  yearly  rent  of  20  marks  out  of  the  manor  of 
Lexenden.  Pardon  to  the  nuns  was  granted  when  Lucy  of  Colney  (see  below)  was  prioress,  and 
in  the  documents  concerned**  it  is  stated  that  the  rent  had  been  acquired  by  Albreda,  the  then 
prioress. 

Lucy  of  Colney  [1328-1330]. 

The  Assize  Rollsft  for  Easter,  2  Edward  III.(April,  1328),  contain  a  reference  to  a  plea  by  the 
prior  of  St.  Mary  Spital  against  "  Lucy,  prioress  of  Haliwell,"  and  the  Patent  Rolls  under  date  of 
I2th  February,  4  Edward  III.  (1329-30),  contain  a  grant  to  Lucy  "  de  Colneye,"  prioress  of 
"  Haliwell." 

*  Dugdale's  Monasticon  (Ellis'  edn.),  IV.,  p.  394. 

•f  Watney's  Hospital  of  St.  Thomas  of  Aeon,  p.  239. 

•$.  Norman  Moore's  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  II.,  p.  140. 

§  Hist.  MSS.  Commission,  Report  IX.,  App.  p.  19. 

||  Calendar  of  Wills  in  Court  of  Hasting,  1.,  p.  238,  and  Assize  Rolls,  No.  556.  vo. 

^f  Hist.  MSS.  Commission,  gth  Report,  App.  p.  19. 

**  Calendar  of  Patent  Rolls,    3  Ed.  III.,  p.  388,  4  Ed.  III.,  p.  489. 

|t  Assize  Rolls,  257. 
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Mary  of  Stortford  [1330-1334]. 

In  an  inquisition  taken  at  the  Guildhall  on  i6th  August,  34(?)  Henry  VIII.,*  reference  wai 
made  to  a  deed  dated  i6th  March  1329-30,  by  which  Maria  de  Storteford,  prioress  of  the  "  House 
of  Halywell,"  entered  into  an  agreement  concerning  the  priory's  property  in  Soper  Lane.  On 
4th  November,  1334,  Mary,  prioress  of"  Haliwell,"  wrote  accepting  the  grant  of  Westminster  on 
behalf  of  Elizabeth  Montacute  (see  below). 

Theophania  [1336]. 

An  action  brought  in  1345  against  Elizabeth,  prioress  of  Holywell,  in  respect  of  the  Camberwell 
property  reveals  the  fact  that  the  property  had  been  leased  by  Elizabeth's  predecessor,  Theophania, 
on  Jth  February, 


Elizabeth  Montacute  [1340-1357] 

Elizabeth  Montacute  was  the  third  daughter  of  William  de  Montacute,  second  Baron 
Montacute,  and  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  de  Montfort.J  She  entered  the  priory  of  Holywell 
as  a  nun,  and  in  1334  an  agreement^  was  come  to  between  the  priory  and  Westminster  Abbey,  to 
the  effect  that  as  she  had  nothing  of  her  own  wherewith  to  provide  for  her  food  and  clothing,  and 
the  revenues  of  the  priory  were  not  sufficient  for  the  sustenance  of  the  nuns  there  (neither  of  which 
statements  is  very  easy  to  believe),  the  abbey  out  of  pity  for  her  poverty,  and  in  consideration  of 
many  benefits  received  from  her  relations  and  especially  from  Simon,  bishop  of  Worcester,!!  granted 
to  her  for  life  the  yearly  pension  of  loor.  which  the  bishop  used  to  draw  from  them.  From  the 
nature  of  the  case  it  would  seem  that  she  had  but  recently  taken  the  veil,  and,  though  she  is  described 
as  "  a  girl  "  of  noble  birth  when  she  entered  the  convent,  that  is  perhaps  not  entirely  inconsistent 
with  the  fact  that  she  was  at  this  date  at  least  i8^f  and  probably  several  years  older.  She  became 
prioress  before  Michaelmas,  1340,  for  in  connection  with  the  law-suit  referred  to  above  under 
Theophania,  it  is  recorded  that  "at  Michaelmas,  14  Edw.  III.,  the  aforesaid  Elizabeth,  now 
prioress,  removed  the  same  Richard  from  those  tenements."  On  2gth  April,  1341,  Maud,  her  sister, 
was  consecrated  abbess  of  Barking  and  the  chronicler  mentions  that  among  those  present  were  the 
bishop  of  Ely,  her  brother,  and  the  prioress  of"  Haliwelle,"  her  sister.**  In  the  time  of  the  Black 
Death  (1349)  Elizabeth  petitioned  for  and  obtained  plenary  indulgence.ff  In  1354  and  1355  re- 
ferences occur  to"  Elizabeth  de  Monte  Acuto,"  as  prioress.  JJ  On  26th  January,  13  56-7,  §§  the  King 
ordered  an  inquisition  into  the  facts  of  a  complaint  made  by  "  Elizabeth,  prioress  of  Halewell." 
This  was  to  the  effect  that  certain  citizens  and  "  other  malefactors  and  disturbers  of  Our  peace  " 
by  force  and  arms  had  broken  the  close,  houses,  gates,  doors  and  windows  of  the  priory,  and 
captured,  abducted  and  married  Joan,  the  daughter  of  John  of  Coggeshall,l|[j  who  had  been  committed 
by  Henry  Galeys  to  the  care  of  Elizabeth,  who  in  turn  had  bound  herself  to  restore  her  unmarried. 
So  far  as  has  been  discovered,  this  is  the  latest  allusion  to  Elizabeth  Montacute. 

*  Inquiiitioncs  post  Mortem  for  London,  Part  I.,  p.  68. 

f  Year  Books,  19  Edw.  III.,  pp.  16-19. 

J  Their  other  children  were:  William,  1st  Earl  of  Salisbury;  Simon,  Bishop  of  Ely;  and 
Edward;  Alice  "  de  Aubenie";  Lady  Mary  Cogan;  Lady  Hawisia  Bavent;  Lady  Maud,  abbess  of 
Barking;  and  Lady  Isabel,  also  abbess  of  Barking.  (Dugdale's  Peerage,  I.,  p.  727.) 

§  See  Inspezimus  Charter  of  ist  April,  1335  (Calendar  of  Patent  Rolls,  1334-8,  pp.  92-3). 

||  Her  brother  became  bishop  of  Worcester,  1334;  translated  to  Ely,  1337;  died,  1345. 

•'  Her  father  had  died  in  1319  and  she  had  three  sisters  younger  than  herself,  and  probably  a 
younger  brother. 

**  Annales  Paulini  de  tempore  Edivardi  111.,  p.  370. 

ft  Papal  Calendar  Petitions,  I.,  p.  167. 

\\  Calendar  of  Close  Rolls,  28  Edw.  III.,  pp.  99,  213. 

K  Patent  Rolls,  30  Edw.  III.,  No.  248. 

Illl  Sheriff  and  escheator  of  Essex  in  1345.  (Calendar  of  Close  Rolls,  19  Ed.  III.,  part  II., 
p  625.) 
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Ellen  [1362-1363]. 

On  roth  March,  37  Edw.  III.  (1362-3),  John  Modefrey,  pepperer,  executor  to  Robert 
Westmelne,  tailor,  appeared  at  the  Guildhall  and  declared  that  he  had  paid  on  behalf  of  Isabella, 
Robert's  daughter,  £46  13  4  to  "  Dame  Elena,  prioress  of  the  said  House  of  Haliwell."* 

Isabella  Norton  [1387-1392], 

In'a  document!  °f  Hilary,  10  Ric.  II.  (i.e.,  January  or  February,  1386-7)  concerning  Holywell 
Cross  the  name  of  the  then  prioress  is  stated  to  be  Isabella  Norton,  and  at  Christmas,  1392,  Isabella 
Norton,  as  prioress,  signed  a  lease:):  to  Baldwin  Cole,  of  the  manor  of  Camberwell. 

Edith  Griffith  [1400-1409]. 

Among  the  records  of  St.  Paul's  is  an  acquittance^  dated  7th  October,  n  Henry  IV.  (1409) 
to  the  Master  of  the  College  of  St.  Laurence  Poulteney  from  Edith,  prioress  of  Holywell.  She  is 
obviously  to  be  identified  with  Edith  Griffith,  who,  Hugo  states,||  is  mentioned  in  a  lease  of  St. 
Mary  Graces  as  prioress  in  I  Henry  IV.  (1399-1400). 

dementia  [1440-1444]. 

Clemen  tia  is  referred  to  as  prioress  in  a  fine  dated  18  Henry  VI.  (1439-40)  relating  to  a  messuage 
called  "  le  Gatehouse  "  and  a  garden  and  land  in  Shoreditch.  There  is  also  extant  a  lease^J  dated 
4th  October,  23  Henry  VI.  (1444)  by  Clemencia,  prioress  of  the  house  and  church  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist  of  "  Halywell,"  to  Thos.  Russell. 

Joan  Sevenok  [1462]. 

Onigth  September,  2  Edw.  IV.  (1462)  Joan  Sevenok,**  prioress  of  "Haliwell,"  appearedtf  at 
the  Guildhall  with  reference  to  the  patrimony  of  Alice,  daughter  of  John  Crichefeld,  aged  1  5^  years, 
a  nun  in  the  priory. 

Elizabeth  Prudde  [1475]- 

On  3rd  March,  14  Edw.  IV.  (1474-5),  Elizabeth  Prudde,  as  prioress,  leasedJJ  to  Sir  Ralph 
Jocelyn  the  priory's  property  in  Layston  and  Wyddial. 


Joan  Lynde  [i5i5-i534(  ?)]. 

The  earliest  reference  to  Joan  Lynde  as  prioress  occurs  in  a  lease  dated  ist  October, 
7  Henry  VIII.  (1515),  to  John  Hughbank  of  property  in  Moorfields§§;  the  latest  in  an  obligation, 
dated  1  8th  February,  24  Henry  VIII.  (1532-3),  between  John  Hardeware,  vicar  of  Trumpington, 
and  the  Priory||||.  Hugo  states  that  Sybil  Newdegate  was  elected  prioress  on  I4th  January,  1534-5, 
in  which  case  Joan  probably  died  towards  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

*  City  of  London  Letterbook,  G.,  p.  152. 
•\  Placita  in  Cancellaria,  13/20. 
\  Brit.  Mus.  Addl.  Ch.,  8444. 
§  Hist.  MSS.  Commission,  gth  Report,  App.,  p.  6. 
||  Brit.  Mus.  Addl.  MS.,  30295. 

^f  Exchequer  Augmentation  Conventual  Leases,  Midd.,  No.  40. 

**  It  is  possible  that  she  was  a  relative  of  John  Sevenok,  prior  of  the  Augustinian  Priory  of 
Holy  Trinity,  Aldgate,  from  1439  to  1445. 
ft  City  of  London  Letterbook,  L.,  p.  8. 

j  j  Exchequer  Augmentation  Conventual  Leases,  Midd.,  No.  3. 
§§  Augmentation  Office,  Conventual  Leases,  Midd.,  No.  4. 
||  j|  Exchequer  Augmentation  Conventual  Leases,  Midd.,  No.  8. 
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[Clemencia  ?]. 

Ellis,  followed  by  Lovegrovc,  includes  among  the  prioresses  "  Clemencia  "  under  the  date 
1521.  He  quotes  the  authority  of  the  Mores  MS.  collection  for  the  statement,  but  the  above  facts 
concerning  Joan  Lynde  show  that  it  is  almost  certainly  an  error. 

Sybil  Newdegate  [1535-1539]. 

Hugo  gives  no  authority  for  his  statement  that  Sybil  Newdegate  was  elected  prioress  on  141)1 
January,  1535,  but  in  any  case  it  is  quite  certain  that  she  held  that  position  before  zoth  September, 
1535.*  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Sybil  was  daughter  of  John  Newdegate,  sergeant-at-law, 
who  died  in  1528,  and  Amphelisia,  daughter  of  John  Nevill.  According  to  Lysonsf  they  had  ten 
sons  and  four  daughters.  None  of  the  latter  are  mentioned  by  name  in  John's  will,$  but  that  one 
of  them  was  named  Sybil  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  George,  one  of  the  sons,  refers  in  his  will  (see 
below)  to  his  sister  "  Sibell  Newdegate." 

Priests. 

Two  priests  appear  to  have  been  attached  to  the  priory.  Henry 
Aubrey  in  his  will  (see  below)  mentions  "  every  of  the  ij  prestes  "  and  the 
document  was  witnessed  by  (Sir)  John  Fenton  and  (Sir)  John  Burford, 
"  prestes  in  Halywell  ";  and  the  account  for  Sir  Thos.  Lovell's  funeral 
expenses§  contains  the  item  :  '  To  my  lady  of  Halywell's  two  priests  for 
service  done  in  the  month  for  the  corpse,  6s.  8,/."  Two  priests  were  also 
attached  to  the  chantry  founded  by  Lovell  at  Holywell.  In  his  will||  dated 
loth  December,  1522,  he  designated  "  Master  Henry  Smyth  and  Master 
Thomas  Sperke  to  have  the  service  of  my  chauntery  at  Holywell  unto  they 
be  beneficed,"  and  in  the  inventory  of  chantries  taken  in  i  Edward  VI.  two 
are  also  mentioned,  vh.  (Sir)  James  Hurst  and  (Sir)  Richard  Maryf.^J 

Officers. 

Henry  Aubrey,  who  died  in  1471-2,  was  "  styward  "  of  Holywell.** 
At  the  time  of  the  Dissolution  the  priory  had  a  steward,  an  understeward, 
an  auditor  and  a  receiver.  The  names  and  salaries  of  the  persons  holding 
these  offices  in  1534  are  shown  in  the  return  printed  on  p.  159.  John 
"  Nudegate,"  the  understeward,  was  perhaps  the  prioress's  eldest  brother, 
who  died  in  1545-6. tf  On  9th  August,  1537,  the  prioress  appointed  another 
brother,  George  Newdegate,  chief  steward,  understeward,  keeper  of  courts, 

•  See  lease  of  that  date  of  land  at  Stanstead  to  Henry  Bowsell   (Exchequer  Augmentation 
Conventual  Leases,  Midd.,  No.  21 .) 

f  Environs  of  London,  Midd.,  extra  volume,  i.v.  Harefield,  p.  113. 
j  P.C.C.,  37,  Porch. 

%  Cal.  Letters  and  Paper,,  Henry  VI1L,  Vol.  IV.,  Part  I,  p.  151. 
||  P.C.C.,  27  Jankyn. 

•  Augmentation  Office,  Chantry  Certificates,  No.  34. 

*•  His  will  (P.C.C.,  6,  Wattys)  bears  eloquent  testimony  to  his  love  and  veneration  for  the 
priory.  He  desires  burial  "  in  the  high  chauncell  of  the  church  of  the  said  place  of  Haliwcll," 
leaves  the  reversion  of  most  of  his  houses  to  the  priory,  and  directs  that  his  household  goods  should 
be  sold,  eiccpt  such  as  his  wife  might  require  for  her  life,  and  the  proceeds  "  to  goo  for  the  use  of 
the  said  place  of  Haliwcll  in  trust  that  God  wil  receyve  me  and  my  said  wife  into  His  Mercy  the 
rather  and  the  bettre  in  so  leving  my  goodes  with  his  spousez  to  the  mayntenyng  of  theym  in  Goddis 
service  in  the  saide  devoute  and  hooly  place." 

ft  Will  dated  18  June,  1545,  proved  291)1  January,  1545-6.  (Consistory  Court  of  London, 
Thirlby,  p.  77<J). 
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surveyor  and  general  receiver  of  the  priory's  lands  at  a  salary  of  £13  6s.  %d. 
charged  upon  the  Burnham  estate*,  and  he  was  continued  in  these  offices 
after  the  dissolution,  f 

The  receiver  in  1534  and  1535,  when  the  returns  of  the  priory's 
property  were  made,  was  Alexander  Harrington.  On  1st  July,  1537, 
however,  the  prioress  appointed  him  and  his  son,  Thomas,  jointly  and 
severally,  receivers  and  collectors  of  rents,  etc.,  in  the  city  of  London  and 
its  suburbs,  at  a  salary  of  £10  with  food  and  drink  daily  at  the  priory.  After 
the  dissolution  they  were  continued  in  office  at  20  marks  a  year.:): 

Other  officers  mentioned  are  : — 
The  clerk  of  the  church.  § 
John  Wytting,  "  porter  and  Baily  "  in  1471. § 
The  sexton. [| 

DISSOLUTION. 

The  priory  was  dissolved  on  loth  October,  31  Henry  VIII.  (1539), 
and  the  following  are  the  names  of  the  inmates  and  the  amounts  of  the 
pensions  granted^  : — 

"  *Sibell  Newdegate,  Priorise,  L1' 

Elene  Claver,**  Suppriorise,  yjll-            xiij*-          iiijd 

Margerye  Frauncis,  iiiju'           xiij8'         iiijd- 

*Alice  Martyn,  iiiju- 

*Alice  Goldwell,  iiiju-             v'f  viijd- 

Kateryn  Grene,  lxvjs-  viijd- 

Kateryn  Fogge,  lxvjs  viijd- 

Isabell  Gine,  Ixvj*1  viijd- 

*Beatrix  Lewes,  lxvjs-  viijd' 

Mary  Good,  lxvjs>  viijd- 

*Elene  Clave,  liijs-         iiijd- 

*Agnes  Bolney,  liijs-          iiijd- 

Alice  Frelond,  liijs-          iiijd- 

Cristyane  Skypper,  liij8'          iiijd' 

Sixteen  years  later  (24th  February,  1555-6),  six,  whose  names  are 
marked  by  an  asterisk,  were  still  in  receipt  of  their  pensions. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  figures  for  Holywell  with  those  for  the 
three  other  London  monastic  establishments  for  women,  though  the  incom- 
pleteness of  the  figures  for  St.  Mary,  Clerkenwell,  makes  it  difficult  to  arrive 
at  any  certain  conclusions  therefrom. 

*  Dugdale's  Monaslicon,  IV.,  pp.  395-6. 

t  In  fact,  until  1546.  See  Calendar  of  Letters  and  Papers  of  Henry  nil.,  Vol.  XXI.,  Part  I., 
p.  771. 

J  Augmentation  Office,  Miscell.  Books,  No.  104,  Part  II.,  ff.  95-6. 

§  Henry  Aubrey's  Will. 

||  "To  thesexteyne  ofHalywell  for  her  labor  .  .  .  i$s.  \d"  (Expenses  of  the  Funeral  of 
Sir  Thos.  Lovell  in  1524,  Calendar  of  Letters  and  Papers  of  Henry  Fill.,  Vol.  IV.,  Part  I,  p.  151. 

\  Augmentation  Office,  Miscellaneous  Books,  245,  f.  206. 

**  In  a  list  of  2oth  November,  1539  (Ibid.,  234,  ff.  14  et  seq.)  her  name  is  given  as  "  Claire." 
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Abbey  of  the 
Minoresses.* 

Priory  of 
St.  Helen's.* 

Priory  of 
St.  Mary 
Clerkenwell. 

Priory  of 
Holywcll. 

£}'8    8     5 
25 
£4° 

4  @  &    3    8 
10  @  £2  13    4 

I  (a  novice) 
@£i    6    8 

£320  15     8J 
'5 
&> 

S@&    6    8 
8  @  £2  13    4 

£262  19    o 

4  @  £4$ 
4@^3    6    8} 

^3«»  19    5 
14 
&o 
^6  13    4 
i  @£4  13    4 
i  @  £4    6    8 
i  @£4 
S@£3    6    8 
4  @  £*  13    4 

Income.f 

Number  of  nuns. 

Pensions  to  abbess  or  prioress. 

Ditto,  to  sub-prioress. 

Ditto,  to  nuns. 


An  interesting  reference  to  the  prioress  occurs  five  years  after  the 
Dissolution.  In  his  will,§  dated  I3th  August,  1544,  George  Newdegate 
left  £10  a  year  to  be  paid  by  his  widow  "  to  my  Sister  Sybell,"  and  provided 
that,  in  case  of  the  former's  death  during  the  nonage  of  the  children,  his 
"  landes,  annuities  and  Rentes  do  remayne  to  my  syster,  Sibell  Newdegate, 
and  she  to  have  the  dysposing  of  them  to  thuse  of  my  children,  and  if  they 
dye  the  remaynder  to  her  only,  whome  I  make  overseer  of  this  my  last  will 
and  testament." 

A  reference  to  the  fate  of  Holywell  is  preserved  in  the  evidence  given 
by  Christopher  Chaitour  against  a  man  called  Cray,  who  had  attached  himself 
to  the  former  as  travelling  companion  to  London  from  some  place  between 
Huntingdon  and  Royston.  Cray  brought  up  the  question  of  the  "  pulling 
downe  of  Abbys,"  and  stated  that  "  there  are  moche  grudgyng  in  thes 
parties,  but  none  daire  spek,  and  many  goythe  of  beggyng  and  it  causythe 
moche  robbing."  And  later  on,  as  they  rode  into  London,  "  the  sayd  Cray, 
showing  this  examinat  [Chaitour]  the  late  noonrye  of  Halywell,  sayd,  see 
her  is  on  of  the  wyde  open  Wenesdayes  of  wh  we  comunyd."|| 


',  SHOWING   HOLYWELL  PRIORY. 


EXTRACT  FROM   WYNCAERDE  S        PANORAMA  OF   LONDON,      CirC. 


A  distant  view  of  the  priory  is  contained  in  Wyngaerde's  sketch  of 
London,  which  probably  dates  from  about  this  time.     This  represents  the 

*  Particulars  taken  from  the  Victoria  County  History  of  London. 

\  Taken  from  the  Paior  Eccleiiaiiicus. 

$  Figures  incomplete. 

i  P.C.C.,  45,  Populwell 

||  Letters  and  Papers  of  Henry  Fill.,  Vol.  155,  ff.  187  et  seq. 
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church  as  having  a  high  central  spire,  as  well  as  two  gables  which  may  be 
the  western  termination  of  the  nave  and  the  south  aisle. 

The  spoiling  of  the  priory  soon  commenced.  A  note  dated 
31  Henry  VIII.  (i.e.,  not  later  than  April  1540)  refers  to  the  receipt  of 
2/74  145.  9</.  in  respect  of  the  "  superplus  "  of  moveables,  jewels  and  "  base  " 
silver  taken  at  the  surrender  of  five  monasteries,  including  Holywell.*  In 
July,  1540,  three  indentures  were  made  between  James  Nedeham,  the  clerk 
and  surveyor  of  the  king's  works,  and  Thomas  Spylman,  one  of  the  receivers 
of  the  Augmentations,  for  the  taking  of  lead  from  the  priories  of  St.  Mary 
Spital,  Holywell,  and  St.  Mary,  Clerkenwell.  The  contract  had  been 
completed  by  3Oth  April,  1541,  by  which  time  30  fother,  f  4  cwt.,  3  qrs.  and 
7  Ibs.  of  lead  had  been  taken  from  Holywell  and  employed  for  repairing  the 
roof  of  Westminster  Hall4  Moreover,  the  chapter  house  (specified  to 
include  "  the  rooffe  .  .  .  with  the  selyng  of  waynescott,  the  tyle  stones, 
the  pavyng  stones,  the  glasse,  the  iron  and  the  walles  ")  was  sold  entire  to 
William  Bromles  and  Anthony  Dunwyche,  and  seems  to  have  been  pulled 
down  some  time  before  roth  August,  1541. § 

It  is  quite  in  accord  with  this  that  we  find  that  the  grant  of  the  site  to 
Henry  Webb  in  1544  included  only  the  "  land  and  soil  "  of  the  chapterhouse. 
The  same  is  the  case  with  regard  to  the  church,  the  dormitory  and  the  chapel 
at  the  north  end  of  the  fratry.  Nevertheless  some  of  the  monastic  buildings 
seem  to  have  survived  until  that  date,  for  the  fact  that  the  lead  and  timber  of 
the  cloister  and  the  stones,  timber,  tiles,  glass  and  iron  of,  in  and  above  the 
chapel,  were  reserved  to  the  King,  would  seem  conclusive  that,  at  any  rate, 
the  particular  buildings  mentioned  were  still  standing.  In  the  particulars 
for  grant  (1544)  to  Webb  there  is  a  memorandum  to  "  reserve  all  the  leade 
yet  remaynyng  upon  a  gallerye  whiche  doth  cover  the  south  yle  of  the  churche 
ledingfrom  my  Lorde  of  Rutlandes  lodging  to  Sir  Thomas  Lovelies  Chappell 
and  to  excepte  the  walles  of  the  same  He  in  case  the  leade  there  shall  remayne." 

This  very  reservation,  however,  would  probably  have  the  effect  of 
hastening  demolition  when  once  the  grant  had  passed,  and,  although  certain 
of  the  outbuildings  remained  for  another  50  years,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  most  of  the  principal  buildings  disappeared  almost  at  once. 

When  Ellis  wrote  in  1798  but  few  traces  of  the  priory  were  left.  The 
most  conspicuous  remnant  had  been  a  gateway  mentioned  in  Cough's 
edition  of  Camden's  Britannia,\\  and  that  had  been  destroyed  about  1785.^! 

*  Augment.  Office,  Treasurer's  A\c.,  i,  part  ^. 

t  A  fother  was  practically  a  ton.    The  price  was  calculated  at  £4  a  fother. 

$  Augmentation  Office,  Miscellaneous  Books,  331,  No.  27. 

§  Augmentation  Office  Proceedings,  16/85. 

i|  Vol.  II.,  p.  30. 

\  Hudson  (R.I.B.A.  Journal,  1898)  casts  doubt  on  the  assertion  on  the  ground  that  Gough, 
writing  in  1789,  would  not  be  likely  to  have  mentioned  the  gateway  if  it  was  not  still  in  existence. 
Inasmuch,  however,  as  a  large  portion  of  the  Priory  precinct,  including  "  two  rooms  over  the  gateway 
leading  from  Holywell  Lane  into  King  John's  Court,"  was  on  ist  January,  1784,  let  on  a  61  years' 
lease  (obviously  with  a  view  to  rebuilding)  Ellis's  statement  is  probably  correct.  In  any  case,  the 
gateway  had  disappeared  by  1798,  when  Ellis  wrote. 
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The  Rev.  Thomas  Hugo,  in  an  unpublished  lecture  on  Holy  well  Priory  pre- 
served in  the  British  Museum,*  states  that  quantities  of  sculptured  stone, 
representing  the  work  of  every  period,  and  probably  belonging  to  the  Priory 
church,  were  dug  up  when  the  work  of  forming  the  North  London  Railway 
was  in  progress,  and  that  he  had  in  his  possession  several  architectural 
remains  taken  from  the  site. 

The  same  writer  states  that  when  the  Middle  Level  sewer  was  being 
constructed  in  1863,  two  leaden  coffins  were  discovered  about  15  feet  from 
the  then  surface  in  King  John's  Court,  to  the  south  of  New  Inn  Yard,  lying 
side  by  side,  enclosed  by  walls  of  chalk  in  a  yard  behind  Nos.  9  and  10, 
New  Inn  Yard. 

According  to  an  article  by  E.W.  Hudson  in  the  Journal  of  the  Royal 
Institute  of  British  Architects,  in  1898,  a  portion  of  the  effigy  of  a  bishop, 
sculptured  in  Purbeck  marble,  was  found  face  downwards  about  1883 
during  the  demolition  of  a  house  on  the  north  side  of  New  Inn  Yard, 
east  of  the  North  London  Railway,  f  As  discovered,  it  formed  part 
of  the  paving  of  a  cellar  within  10  feet  of,  and  about  8  feet  below,  the 
surface  of  the  street.  The  position  would  seem  to  have  been  within  the 
site  of  the  chapter  house  as  indicated  on  the  conjectural  plan  of  the  Priory 
Precinct  (Plate  83).  . 

The  latest  writer  on  the  priory}:  states  that  the  only  remnant  of  the 
monastery  existing  in  1904  was  "  a  piece  of  stone  wall  about  50  feet  long 
in  a  timber  yard  at  1 86,  High  Street,  Shoreditch  "  (see  "A"  on  plan). 
Since  that  date,  building  operations  have  taken  place  and  the  walling  referred 
to  has  been  removed.  A  portion  of  an  old  brick  wall  remaining  in  position 
at  the  rear  of  Nos.  185-7  occupies  the  site  of  the  cemetery  wall,  but 
certainly  does  not  date  from  pre-dissolution  times. 

THE    PRIORY    PRECINCT. 

The  charter  of  7th  October,  I  Richard  I.  (1189)  confirmed  to  the 
nuns,  inter  alia, 

(a)  "  The  place  in  which  the  church  is  situated  with  all  its  appurten- 
ances, viz.,  the  moor  in  which  the  spring  which  is  called  '  Haliwelle  '§  rises, 

•  Last  twenty  years  of  Halittoell  Priory  (Addl.  MS.,  30295). 

•f  The  relic  (Plate  84)  is  now  in  the  Guildhall  Museum  and  measures  25  by  21  by  8  inches. 
It  represents  a  portion  of  a  robed  figure  with  the  hands  gloved  (representing  high  dignity).  The 
right  hand  is  raised  in  the  act  of  benediction,  while  the  left  holds  a  pastoral  staff,  and  near  the  left 
shoulder  is  a  small  corbel  which  may  have  been  a  support  for  a  canopy.  The  top  and  bottom  of  the 
effigy,  containing  the  head  and  legs  of  the  figure  and  also  the  crozier  termination,  arc  unfortunately 
missing. 

$  G.  H.  Lovcgrove  in  Home  Counties  Magazine. 

$  "  Sunt  etiam  circa  Londonism  ab  Aquilone  suburban!  fontes  przcipui,  aqua  dulci,  salubri, 
perspicua,  et  per  claros  rivo  trepidante  lapillos.  Inter  quos  Fans  Sacer,  Fons  Clericorum,  Fons 
Sancti  dementis,  nominatiores  habentur,  et  adeuntur  celebriore  accessu  et  maiore  frcquentia 
scholar!  um  et  vrbanse  iuuentutis  in  serotiuis  xstiuis  ad  auram  exeuntis."  (Fitz Stephen's  Descriftio 
Nobilliiimer  Ciuitatis  LonJonue) 
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which  Robert,  son  of  Gelran,  canon  of  the  church  of  the  Blessed  Paul, 
London,  gave  under  the  name  of  three  acres  of  land." 

(£)  "  The  land  which  belonged  to  John  Hilewit,  and  which  with  his 
'  connivance  '  was  added  to  the  same  place  by  the  gift  of  Richard,  formerly 
bishop  of  London." 

(c)  "  The  land  which  Walter,*  precentor  of  the  church  of  the  Blessed 
Paul,  London,  gave  to  the  nuns  under  the  name  of  three  acres." 

The  British  Museum  transcript  of  the  Register  of  the  priory  contains  a 
note  of  the  confirmation  by  Richard,  bishop  of  London,  and  T.,  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  of  the  grant  by  Robert,  son  of  "  Genor,"  of  "  the  place  of 
Haliwell  in  the  land  of  the  prebend  "  of  Robert.  T.  can  stand  for  only 
T[heobald],  archbishop  from  1138  to  1161,  or  T[homas],  from  June  1162  to 
1170.  The  only  Richard  who  was  bishop  of  London  during  the  period 
1138-70  was  Richard  de  Belmeis  the  younger,  whose  term  of  office  lasted 
from  September,  1152,  to  May,  1162.  The  archbishop  was  therefore 
Theobald,  and  the  date  of  the  confirmation  lies  between  1152  and  1161. 

The  area  of  the  priory  precinct,  which,  as  will  be  seen,  reached  from 
Bateman's  Row  to  Holywell  Lane,  and  from  approximately  the  site  of  Curtain 
Road  to  the  high  road,  was  about  eight  acres,  a  figure  which  agrees  fairly 
well  with  the  acreage  of  the  grants  enumerated  above.  The  general  locale 
of  the  precinct  is  indicated  by  Chassereau's  map  (Plate  i)  as  in  the 
northern  angle  formed  by  Holywell  Lane  and  the  main  road.  As  no  remains 
of  the  priory  buildings  have  been  found  to  exist  to-day,  and  no  plan  of  their 
lay-out  has  been  discovered,  the  details  concerning  the  boundaries  of  the 
precinct  and  the  situation  of  the  different  buildings  have  had  perforce  to  be 
gathered  from  documentary  evidence.  From  such  evidence  a  conjectural 
plan  of  the  precinct  (Plate  83)  has  been  compiled,  the  facts  obtained,  which 
unfortunately  in  most  instances  are  somewhat  lacking  in  precision,  being 
interpreted  in  accordance  with  the  generally  recognised  disposition  of 
conventual  buildings  belonging  to  contemporary  monasteries  of  the  Augus- 
tinian  order.  In  principle  the  plan  agrees  with  the  known  lay-out  of  the 
Augustinian  abbeys  at  Lacock  and  Burnham,  while  the  blocks  of  buildings 
will  be  found  to  correspond  well  with  the  indications  in  Rocque's  map. 
(p.  182). 

At  the  time  of  the  dissolution  the  precinct  was  divided  into  three 
portions :  (i)  in  the  direct  occupation  of  the  nuns,  afterwards  granted 
to  Henry  Webb,  (2)  in  private  occupation,  afterwards  in  the  ownership  of 
Robert  Ferrars,  and  (3)  in  the  occupation  of  the  earls  of  Rutland.  A  necessary 
preliminary  to  the  plotting  out  of  the  precinct  is  the  ascertaining  of  the 
boundaries  between  these  portions. 

WebVs  -portion. — On  23rd  September,  1544,  the  King  soldf  to  Henry 
Webb  (then  a  gentleman  usher  to  Queen  Catherine  Parr)  the  portion  of  the 

*  Walter  Fitz Walter,  also  prebendary  of  Holywell. 
•\  Originalia  Rolls. 
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precinct  which  had  been  in  the  direct  occupation  of  the  nuns.*  This  is 
described  as  comprising  a  messuage  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  church 
door  and  adjoining  to  the  lower  gate  of  the  priory;  the  hall  and  all  chambers, 
kitchens  and  buildings  above  and  below;  the  gardens  on  the  north  side  of 
the  messuage  and  adjoining  the  hall  and  chambers;  houses  and  buildings 
adjoining  the  west  end  of  the  church  and  extending  north  from  the  lower 
gate  148  feet  to  the  end  of  a  stone  wall;  houses  and  buildings  extending 
eastward  from  the  same  end  of  the  stone  wall ;  the  house  and  buildings  called 
the  fratry,  above  and  below,  extending  to  the  outer  walls  of  the  same  houses 
and  buildings  as  far  as  the  door  in  the  east  end  of  the  fratry,  and  southward 
from  the  same  door  to  the  cloisterf;  the  cloister  extending  to  the  walls  of 
the  church;  "  the  ladies'  gardens  "  lying  behind  the  dortor;  the  prioress's 
garden  and  dove-cot  in  the  garden;  the  convent  orchard  of  one  acre;  barns, 
brewhouses,  granaries,  stables,  etc.,  on  the  west  side  of  the  priory  and  within 
the  lower  gate;  the  land,  ground  and  soil  of  the  precinct,  extending  from 
the  lower  gate,  and  the  land  and  soil  of  the  church,  chapter-house,  and 
dormitory;  the  land  and  soil  of  the  chapel  at  the  north  end  of  the  fratry; 
the  "  chapel  yard  ";  "  the  washing  house  ";  a  stable  50  feet  north  and  south, 
and  20  feet  east  and  west,  abutting  on  the  priory  mansion  east  and  the  old 
dove-house  west,  a  brewhouse  north  and  the  workhouse  south;  the  barn 
called  the  Oat  Barn,  54  feet  long  by  24  feet  wide,  on  the  west  side  of  the  stable, 
and  abutting  on  a  garden  in  the  tenure  of  Katherine  Carleton,  east,  Finsbury 
Field  west,  a  garden  in  the  tenure  of  Jane  Powes  south,  and  the  old  dovehouse 
north.  After  Webb's  death^  the  property  passed  to  his  daughter  and  her 
husband  (Susan  and  George  Peckham)  who,  on  i6th  August,  1555,  sold  it§ 
to  Christopher  Bumsted,||  and  on  1st  November  of  the  same  year  the  latter 
mortgaged^  the  premises  to  Christopher  Allen  and  Giles  his  son.  After  the 
death  of  the  elder  Allen,  Bumsted  quarrelled  with  the  son,  who  charged  him 
with  breaking  the  original  covenant.**  Allen  was  apparently  seeking  an 
opportunity  to  foreclose,  and  in  this  he  seems  to  have  been  successful.  He 

•  Webb  had  previously  (10  Deer.  1539)  obtained  a  21  years'  lease  (Land  Revenue  Enrolments, 
xxv,  f.  18)  of  a  considerable  part  of  this  property  (excluding,  inter  alia,  the  church),  and  his  purchase 
of  the  whole  seems  to  have  been  facilitated  by  a  letter  from  the  Queen,  dated  2jrd  July,  1544 
(quoted  in  extenso  by  Dugdale,  Monasticon  (1846  ed.),  IV,  p.  392). 

f  This  determines  the  site  of  the  cloisters  as  being  on  the  north  side  of  the  church. 

$  On  3ist  March,  1553  (Strype's  edn.  of  Stow's  Survey  of  London,  I.  p.  412).  He  was  buried 
in  the  church  of  St.  Katherine  Coleman,  on  the  demolition  of  which  his  monument  was 
transferred  to  the  new  church  in  1740. 

S  Close  Roll,  2-3  Phil.  &  Mary,  516. 

||  The  description  corresponds  word  for  word  with  that  of  the  grant  to  Webb,  but  a  considerable 
change  had  come  over  the  scene.  In  1 546  Webb  mortgaged  the  property  to  John  "  Raynold  "  as 
"  12  messuages,  2  tofts,  I  dove-cot,  9  gardens  and  4  acres  of  land  "  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.  38  H. 
VIII,  Trin.)  and  the  mention  in  the  fine  between  Peckham  and  Reynolds  and  Bumsted,  corre- 
sponding to  the  sale  of  1555,  of  "  22  messuages,  40  cottages,  4  barns,  4  dovecots,  20  gardens, 
6  orchards  and  2  acres  of  pasture  "  (Ibid.,  2  &  3  Ph.  &  M.)  shows  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
building  had  taken  place,  including,  no  doubt,  the  frontage  to  the  high  road. 
t  Close  Roll,  2-3  Phil.  &  Mary,  521. 

••  Chancery  Proceedings,  C.  II.,  Eliz.,  9/82. 
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died  on  27th  March,  1609,  and  the  inquisition  taken  on  his  estate*  shows 
that  he  was  still  in  possession  of  the  property.  After  his  death  it  seems  to 
have  passed  almost  at  once  into  the  hands  of  George  Peckham,^  grandson 
of  the  vendor  in  1555,  and  on  gth  March,  1611-2,  Peckham  sold  it:):  to 
Sir  Thomas  Dacres  under  the  description  of  "  all  that  the  scite  of  the 
late  dissolved  monastery  or  priory  of  Halliwell,  etc.,  granted  to  Henry  Webb 
by  lettres  pattentes."  Details  are  given  of  the  various  occupations.^  On 
1 9th  December,  1615,  Thomas,  son  of  Sir  Thomas,  disposed||  of  the 
property  to  George  Pitt.  The  latter's  son,  Edmund,  had  an  only  daughter, 
Alice,  who  married  Sir  James  Rushout.  On  29th  June,  1692,  the  latter 
sold  the  property  to  James  (afterwards  Sir  James)^f  Bateman,  who,  dying 
in  1718,  left**  to  his  third  son  Richard,  "all  those  my  messuages,  etc., 
lately  belonging  to  the  priory  of  Holywell."  Eventually  the  property 
came  into  the  hands  of  John,  second  Viscount  Bateman,  who  died  in 
1802.  Between  1809  and  1814  Lord  Bateman's  trustees  sold  the  whole  of 
the  property  in  plots,  and  from  the  description  of  these  it  is  possible  to 
define  the  limits  of  the  estate,  (i)  Included  among  the  sales  were  Nos.  159 
to  1 8 1,  Holywell  Street  (Shoreditch  High  Street).  As  the  grant  to  Webb 
mentions  no  houses  in  the  high  road  it  is  obvious  that  in  pre-dissolution 
days  the  conventual  gardens  ran  right  up  to  the  road,  (ii)  On  27th  June, 
1814,  the  trustees  sold  part  of  the  southern  frontage  of  Bateman's  Row,  to 
the  west  of  New  Inn  Street-ff  The  precinct  therefore  reached  as  far  as  Bate- 

*  Inqj.  P.M.,  2nd  Series,  Vol.  309,  No.  163. 

•f  It  was  in  his  possession  in  February,  1609-10.    (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  7  Jas.  I.,  Hil.) 

J  Close  Roll,  2128. 

§  The  capital  messuage,  which  in  1576  had  apparently  been  occupied  by  the  bishop  of 
Hereford  (the  lease  by  Allen  to  Burbage  in  that  year  reserved  to  the  bishop  and  his  wife  free 
communication  between  the  great  garden  and  Finsbury  Fields),  is  described  as  "  now  or  late  in  the 
"  occupacion  of  Edward  Jorden,  doct  r  of  phisick,  and  Benjamin  Baynard,  gent."  A  dwelling- 
house  late  in  the  tenure  of  "  Cutbert "  Burbage  is  mentioned.  Quite  a  number  of  houses  were 
occupied  by  silkweavers,  some  with  foreign  names.  Stow,  writing  some  13  years  before,  says  : 
"  The  church  .  .  .  being  pulled  downe,  many  houses  have  been  builded  for  the  lodginges 
of  noblemen,  of  strangers  borne  and  other."  (Kingsford's  edn.,  II.,  p.  73.) 

The  bishop  in  question  was  John  Scory,  who,  as  guardian  of  the  Dominicans'  House  at 
Cambridge,  signed  the  surrender  of  that  house  in  1538.  In  1541  he  was  one  of  six  preachers 
appointed  by  Cranmer,  and  later  he  became  one  of  his  chaplains.  In  April,  1551,  he  was  appointed 
bishop  of  Rochester,  being  translated  thirteen  months  later  to  Chichester.  Under  Mary  he  re- 
canted, renounced  his  wife,  and  was  allowed  to  officiate;  but,  after  a  time,  betook  himself  to  the 
continent.  On  Elizabeth's  accession  he  returned  and  was  nominated  to  the  see  of  Hereford.  He 
died  on  26th  June,  1585. 

Edward  Jorden  (or  Jordan)  was  born  at  High  Halstead  in  Kent  in  1569.  Graduated  M.D. 
at  Padua.  In  November,  1595,  a  licentiate,  and  in  December,  1597,  a  fellow,  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians.  He  was  in  favour  with  James  I.,  who  employed  him  to  examine  a  girl  believed  to 
be  bewitched.  He  detected  the  imposture  and,  in  connection  therewith,  wrote  a  pamphlet  in  which 
he  maintained  that  cases  of  so-called  demoniacal  possession  were  really  due  to  what,  in  modern  times, 
is  known  as  hysteria.  He  died  at  Bath  on  7th  January,  1632. 

||  Close  Roll,  2275. 

1f  Ibid.,  4745. 

**  P.C.C.  209-10,  Tenison. 

ft  Middlesex  Registry  Mtmarials,  1814,  VII,  215  and  IV.,  508. 
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man's  Row.  (iii)  Three  sales  are  recorded*  covering  altogether  219  feet 
of  the  frontage  of  Curtain  Road  between  Bateman's  Row  and  New  Inn 
Yard.  The  precinct  therefore  reached  as  far  westward  as  the  site  of  Curtain 
Road,  (iv)  On  the  south,  as  has  been  seen,  the  Webb  property  included 
towards  the  east  the  site  of  No.  181,  Shoreditch  High  Street.  The  western 
part  of  the  boundary  was  in  dispute  between  Webb's  successors  and  the 
earls  of  Rutland,  f  The  determination  of  the  central  portion  is  somewhat 
complicated.  The  details  from  which  the  line  can  be  ascertained  are 
contained  in  (i)  a  series  of  leases  and  (ii)  the  sale  of  the  whole  property 
comprised  in  those  leases. 

(i)  may  be  taken  in  three  parts  :  (a)  is  a  set  of  leases,^  dated  23rd 
August,  1751,  by  Richard  Bateman,  of  seven  houses  on  the  south  side  of 
New  Inn  Street  (now  Yard),  "  west  of  a  new  street  leading  to  King  John's 
Court."  The  site  of  this  "  new  street  "  is  now  covered  by  the  North  London 
Railway.  The  houses,  counting  westwards,  had  frontages  of  (i)  15^  feet, 
(ii)  15  feet,  (iii)  15  feet,  (iv)  15  feet,  (v)  14  feet  10  inches,  (vi)  14  feet  8  inches 
and  (vii)  15^  feet  respectively,  and  their  depths  from  New  Inn  Yard  were 
(i)  87  feet,  (ii)  87  feet,  (iii)  87  feet  to  a  break  and  then  28  feet,  (iv)  1 1 1  feet, 
(v)  90  feet,  (vi)  80  feet  and  (vii)  78  feet  8  inches,  (b}  is  a  lease,  dated  I4th 
March,  1 750-1, §  of  a  parcel  of  ground  on  the  south  side  of  New  Inn  Street 
with  frontage  of  170  feet  and  depth  of  92  feet,  obviously  on  the  other  (eastern) 
side  of  the  "  new  street."  (c)  is  another  lease,||  dated  26th  July,  1757,  "  of 
"  a  parcell  of  land  .  .  .  whereon  a  piece  of  old  building  commonly 
"  called  .  .  .  the  cloisters  or  chappie  formerly  stood,  scituate  in  King 
John's  Court  .  .  .  containing  on  the  north  side  thereof  100  feet,  on 
the  south  side  thereof,  74  feet  6  inches,  on  the  east  side  thereof  20  feet, 
on  the  west  side  thereof  27  feet,  on  the  south  side  towards  the  east  end 
thereof  [8]  feet^j  and  on  the  south  side  towards  the  west  end  therof 
16  feet." 

(ii)  Amongst  the  sales  effected  by  Lord  Bateman's  executors  was  one 
of  the  whole  of  the  Webb  property  south  of  New  Inn  Yard,  and  this  again 
changed  hands  before  the  construction  of  the  North  London  Railway.  The 
boundaries  are  thus  described  in  the  two  deeds  :— 

Sale  2nd  July,  1814,  Sale  nth  August, 

by  Lord  Bateman's  1864,  by  Ambler's 

trustees  to  Benjamin  executor  (Thos.  Rock) 

Ambler.'*  to  John  Rock-tf 

In  front  on  the  N.  side  from  E.  to  W.— 368  ft.  8  ins. 

N.  to  S.  at  W.  end.  6  ft.  6  ft. 

•  Middlesex  Regiitry  Memorials,  1809,  VIII,  727;   1809,  VIII,  678;   1815,  I,  227. 

t  See  p.  1 80. 

j  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1751,  II,  318-321. 

I  Ibid.,  I75I.III,  718. 
||  Ibid.,  1758,  I,  48. 

II  The  MS.  reads  "  80,"  which  is  impossible. 
••  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1814,  V.  51. 
tt/^/V.,  1864,65. 
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then  runs  S.E. 
then  runs  E. 
then  runs  S. 
W.  to  E.  on  S.  side, 
then  runs  S. 
then  runs  E. 
then  runs  N. 
then  runs  E. 

then  runs  E. 
then  runs  N. 
then  runs  E. 
then  runs  N. 
then  runs  E. 
then  runs  N. 
then  runs  E. 
from  N.  to  S.  on  E.  side, 


Sale  2nd  July,  1814, 
by  Lord  Bateman's 
trustees  to  Benjamin 
Ambler* 

55  ft  6  ins. 

26  ft.  3  ins. 

46  ft.  8  ins. 

51  ft.  10  ins. 

21  ft. 

36  ft.  4  ins. 

10  ft. 

74  ft.  6  ins. 


8ft. 

20  ft. 

I  ft. 

I  ft. 

114  ft. 

2ft. 

14  ft. 
92  ft. 


6  ins. 
6  ins. 


6  ins. 


Sale  1 1  th  August, 
1864,  by  Ambler's 
executor  (Thos.  Rock) 
to  John  Rock.f 

55  ft.  6  ins. 
26  ft.  3  ins. 
46  ft.  8  in.i. 
51  ft.  10  ins. 
21  ft. 

36  ft.  4  ins. 
10  ft. 

74  ft.    6  ins. 
then  runs  S.  7  ft. 

8ft. 

8ft. 

I  ft. 

I  ft. 
1 14  ft. 

2ft. 

14  ft. 
92  ft. 


6  ins. 
6  ins. 


6  ins. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  second  deed  fills  up  an  obvious  gap  in  the 
first.  In  the  other  case  where  the  documents  differ  the  2o-feet  is  to  be 
preferred  to  the  8-feet,  which  seems  to  be  a  mere  repetition  of  the  previous 
figure. 

The  accompanying  plan  shows  the  plotting  out  of  these  measurements, 
and  the  resultant  boundary  between  the  Webb  and  Rutland  properties. 
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cnoff  arc&erfa 

Ferrari  Portion. — On  i8th  April,  1542,  the  King  granted^:  to  George 
Harper  inter  alia  "  all  that  messuage  and  tenement  of  ours  and  garden 

*  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1814,  V.  51. 

t  Ibid.,  1864,  65. 

%  Letters  Patent,  33  H.  VIII.  No.  706. 
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'  adjoining  the  same,  .  .  .  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  of  John  Carleton* 
"  .  .  .  .  within  the  site,  circuit  and  precinct  of  the  late  monastery  of 
"  Halywell."  This  property  was  probably  identical  with  the  messuage  or 
tenement  formerly  belonging  to  Sir  Richard  Manners  which  was  soldf  on 
loth  May,  1563,  by  Thos.  Manners  to  Robert  "  Farrers."  Ferrars  died  on 
1st  May,  1590,  leaving^  to  his  wife,  Mary,  for  life,  "  all  that  my  house  or 
"  tenement  within  Hallywell  .  .  .  wherein  I  nowe  dwell,"  and  it 
subsequently  came  into  the  hands  of  his  daughter,  Bridget  Yeomans. §  On 
9th  March,  1614-5,  Hugh  Yeomans,  Bridget's  husband,  sold!]  the  property 
to  Simon  Yeomans  and  Simon  his  son,  and  on  2nd  May,  1638,  the  younger 
Simon  parted  with  it^f  to  William  and  Simon  Turgis.  On  29th  May,  1682, 
Thos.  Turgis  sold**  the  premises  to  Anthony  Ball  and  John  Brown,  who 
pulled  down  the  existing  houses  and  erected  others,  and  on  24th  September, 
1684,  disposed  of  the  lot  to  Charles  Feltham.ff 

Included  in  the  sale  was  a  parcel  of  ground,  54  feet  east  to  west  by 
27  feet  north  to  south,  abutting  north  on  Three  Tun  Alley  (afterwards 
Wood's  Buildings)  and  east  on  premises  in  the  occupation  of  Edward  Yates. 
This  had  been  purchased  on  3rd  December,  1683,  from  Francis  Gofton. 
In  1686  the  combined  property  was  sold  to  Sir  Christopher  Milton. ^£ 
After  his  death  it  is  found  in  the  possession  of  his  three  daughters,§§  and  in 
1703  it  was  sold||||  by  John  Mullineux  Oliver  and  Anne  his  wife,  to  William 
Wallis,  who  on  3rd  March,  1703-4,  disposed^  of  it  to  Richard  Dunford. 
On  4th  May,  1705,  Dunford  sc!d***  a  small  portion  of  the  combined  property 
to  Thos.  Parkhurst.ftt  This  was  31^  feet  east  to  west  and  44  feet  north  to 

*  Receiver  to  Sir  Thos.  Lovell  (Hist.  MSS.  Commission,  MSS.  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland 
preserved  at  Belvoir  Castle,  IV.,  p.  260). 

t  Pita  Roll  (Common  Pleas'),  e.  Eliz.,  Easter,  No.  1211. 

$  Inf.  P.  M.,  Chancery,  2nd  Series,  409/23. 

\  See  eg.  Court  of  Wards,  Feodaries  Surveys,  Midd.  27  (dated  1st  Feb.  1633-4). 

|!  Close  Roll,  2209. 

if  Recovery  Roll,  Common  Pleas,  14  Chas.  I.  Trin.,  222/15. 

••  Close  Roll,  4578. 

ft  Close  Roll,  4615. 

$$  Fine  between  Sir  C.  Milton  and  Thos.  Milton,  juer :  Gilbert  Mace,  Chas.  Feltham. 
Edward  West,  Anthony  Ball  and  John  Browne  deforc  :  (Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.,  2  Jas.  II.,  Mich.). 
Sir  Christopher  Milton,  a  younger  brother  of  the  poet,  was  born  in  1615.  In  1639  was  called  to 
the  Bar.  During  the  Civil  War  he  acted  as  commissioner  for  the  sequestration  of  property  of  the 
parliamentarians,  with  the  natural  result  that  his  own  property  was  afterwards  sequestered.  In 
later  life  he  became  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  in  1686  was  raised  to  the  exchequer  bench  and 
knighted.  In  1687  transferred  to  the  commonpleas.  Died  in  March  1692-}. 

§§  Fine    between    Arthur  Lake,  and  William    Reeves,  fufr :    John  Pendlebury  and  Anne 
his  wife,  Mary  Milton,  Katherine  Milton,   John  Mullineux  Oliver  and  Anne  his  wife.    (Feet  of 
Fines— Double  Counties,  12  Will.  III.,  Hil.) 
III!  Feet  of  Fines,  Midd.  2  Anne,  Mich. 

^Tf  Close  Roll,  4913. 

•••  Sec  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1724,  IV.,  160-1. 

•f-f-f  Thomas  Parkhurst,  born  about  1629.  Master  of  the  Stationers'Company,  1703.  Described 
as  the  "  most  eminent  prcsbyterian  bookseller  in  the  three  kingdoms."  Died  between  Dec.,  1709, 
and  July,  1711. 
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south,  and,  like  the  parcel  bought  of  Gofton,  abutted  north  on  Three  Tun 
Alley  and  east  on  the  premises  of  Yates. 

The  remainder,  consisting  at  the  time  of  19  messuages,  was  on  24th 
February,  1752,  sold*  by  John  Dunford  to  Edw.  Thomson,  who,  on 
2oth  March  of  the  same  year,  disposed  f  of  15  of  the  messuages,  in  three 
lots,  to  John  Scarr.  One  lot,  containing  2  messuages,  was  to  the  south  of 
Crown  Court  (33  feet  east  to  west  by  29  feet  north  to  south),  but  the  other 
two  were  bounded  on  the  south  by  that  court  and  on  the  north  by  Three 
Tun  Alley.  The  one,  comprising  n  messuages,  was  177  feet  long,  and 
the  other,  at  the  west  end  of  the  court,  was  33  feet  long,  and  contained  2 
messuages. 

Meanwhile  the  Parkhurst  portion  had  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
Glaziers'  Company,  £  who  on  3Oth  June,  1873,  sold§  it  (now  4  messuages) 
to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  in  connection  with  the  formation  of 
Great  Eastern  Street.  The  plan  of  the  improvement  shows  the  four  houses 
lying  between  Wood's  Buildings  (formerly  Three  Tun  Alley)  and  Crown 
Court  at  a  distance  of  about  33  feet  from  Curtain  Road,  and  having  a  length 
of  about  28  feet,  in  each  case  measured  along  Crown  Court.  It  is  therefore 
evident  (i)  that  the  Parkhurst  plot  lay  between  the  two  plots  of  33  feet  and 
177  feet  sold  to  Scarr,  (ii)  that  the  parcel  purchased  of  Gofton,  which  was 
54  feet  east  to  west,  and  which  had  the  same  southern  and  eastern  boundary 
as  the  Parkhurst  plot,  reached  westwards  to  about  7  feetj)  from  the  site  of 
Curtain  Road,  and  (iii)  that  the  total  width  of  the  northern  part  of  the 
property  owned  by  Ball  and  Browne  was  33  +  28  -(-  177  =  238  feet. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Ferrars' 
property  ran  along  a  line  27  feet  south  of  Three  Tun  Alley  for  a  distance  of 
6 1  feet  from  the  site  of  Curtain  Road,  then  turned  northward  27  feet  to  the 
southern  side  of  that  alley,  and  then  proceeded  eastward  to  a  point  about 
238  feet  from  the  site  of  Curtain  Road.  The  33-feet  wide  lot  on  the  south 
side  of  Crown  Court  together  with  the  4  remaining  messuages,  which  are 
specifically  stated  to  be  excluded  from  the  sale,  obviously  represent  the  whole 
of  the  southern  side  of  the  eastern  half  of  Crown  Court.^f 

The  whole  of  the  Ferrars  property  can  now  be  plotted  on  the  plan** 
(see  p.  177). 

*  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1752,  III.,  5. 

t  Ibid.,  III.,  53-4. 

1  Parkhurst  left  it  (P.C.C.,  151,  Young)  to  his  sister,  Sarah  Bunce.  Thomas  Bunce  sold 
it  to  David  Vollett  (Midd.  Reg.  Mentis.,  1724  I.,  452-3),  who  left  it  to  his  daughter,  Elizabeth 
(P.C.C.,  252  Brook),  who  in  turn  left  it  to  the  Glaziers'  Company  (P.C.C.,  292,  Price). 

§  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1873,  XIV.,  164. 

\\  This  figure  can  be  left  out  of  calculation,  being  simply  due  to  the  fact  that  in  1683  when 
the  parcel  was  purchased,  Curtain  Road  had  not  been  formed. 

^f  The  site  of  the  southern  side  of  the  western  half  belonged  to  the  Rutland  portion. 
(See  p.  178.) 

**  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the  map  accompanying  a  paper  on  "  The  Theatre,"  Shore- 
ditch,  by  W.  W.  Braines,  in  the  London  Topographical  Record,  Vol.  XI.,  shows  the  bounds  of  the 
Harper  (i.e.,  Ferrars)  property  extending  southwards  as  far  as  Holy  well  Lane,  dividing  the  Rutland 
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Manners  (Rutland). 


The  Rutland  portion. — On  8th  November,  1537,  the  prioress  leased* 
to  Thomas,  earl  of  Rutland,!  the  house  or  mansion  which  Lawrence  Fox  ley  4" 
then  held  and  occupied,  all  the  houses  and  mansions  on  the  north  side  between 
Foxley's  house  and  "  Master  Lovell's  chapell  "  with  the  void  ground  newly 
appointed  thereto,  the  house  or  mansion  held  by  William  Barnes  and  the 
house  called  "  the  Prioress  porter's  lodge,"  all  within  the  walls  and  gates 
of  the  priory.  The  lease  was  for  90  years  and  the  annual  rent  was  53*. 
On  ist  January,  1537-8,  the  prioress  granted§  the  earl  a  lease  also  of 
the  mansion  or  messuage,  with  garden  adjoining,  with  the  long  gallery 
leading  from  the  messuage  to  the  chapel,  all  within  the  walls  and  gates  of 
the  priory,  as  well  as  certain  property  outside  the  precinct.j|  The  lease 
was  for  58  years  and  the  rent  £6  13*.  4^.  On  ist  December,  1584, 
the  then  earl  surrendered  both  leases  to  the  Crown  and  obtained  in 
return  a  fresh  lease  of  all  the  property  mentioned  for  60  years  at  a  rent 
of  £9  6s.  4fd.  On  5th  June,  1610,  the  King  granted^  to  Geo.  Salter 
and  John  Williams  "  all  that  tenement  or  messuage  .  .  .  with  garden 
'  .  .  .  .  within  the  ambit  of  the  late  Priory  of  Hollowell  .  .  . 
formerly  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  Thomas,  earl  of  Rutland,"  of  an 
annual  rent  of  £6  13*.  \d.\  also  another  tenement,  with  garden  adjoining 
(20*.  a  year)  four  chambers  and  a  piece  of  land  called  "  the  Semitone," 
(6s.  8</.),  a  tenement  called  "  the  Porter's  Lodge  "  (6s.  8</.),  and  a  tenement 
with  garden  (20.?.).  All  are  said  to  have  formerly  been  in  the  tenure  of 
the  earl  of  Rutland.  The  slight  discrepancy  between  the  total  annual 
value  of  £9  6s.  %d.  and  the  rent  of  £9  6s.  ^d.  payable  under  the  lease  of  1584 
is  a  mistake,**  and  the  property  sold  to  Salter  and  Williams  is  obviously 
identical  with  that  comprised  in  the  lease.  Three  weeks  later  Salter  and 
Williams  soldff  the  property  to  Thomas  Screven.  Screven  died  in  1613 
leaving^  to  his  "  deere  frend,  Mr.  Frauncis  Gofton,  Esq."  all  his  lands  and 
tenements  in  Holywell.  The  property  subsequently  came  into  the  hands 
of  another  Francis  Gofton§§  (probably  grandson  of  the  former)  and  Alethea 
his  wife.  The  latter  sold  it  to  Mary  and  Bennet  Westrow,  from  whom  it 

portion  into  two.  The  author  of  the  paper  was,  however,  misled  by  the  name  of  the  vendor  into 
tupposing  that  a  large  piece  of  property  in  four  occupations,  which  was  in  reality  situated  on  the 
other  side  of  Holywell  Lane,  represented  the  remaining  4  messuages  of  the  Ferrars  property. 

•  Land  Revenue  Enrolments,  3-4,  Deerham,  47,  f.  205. 

f  A   letter,  dated  6  May,  1539,  from  the  countess  of  Rutland  is  written  from  "  Holiwcll  " 
(Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Domestic,  Henry  VIII.,  vol.  XIV.,  pt.  I,  p.  436). 

$  See  lease  of  28th  August,  1525,  by  the  Prioress  to  Foxley,  "  servaunt  unto  the  Erie  of 
Rutknde  "  (ExcAey.  Augmentn,  Conventual  Leases,  Midd.,  No.  34). 

$  Ibid.,  47  f.  202. 

II  See  p.  19. 

\  Patent  Roll,  8  Jas.  I.,  1887. 

*•  "  .     .     .     .  whereas  in  truth  there  ought  to  be  chardged  only  the  rent  of  £9  6  4."    (Land 
Revenue  Enrolments,  54  pp.  28-9.) 

ft  Close  Roll,  2035. 

X  P.C.C.,  74  Capell. 

§§  This  Francis  leased  a  portion  of  the  property  in  1672  (Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1721 
I.,  101)  tnd  sold  a  parcel  of  it  to  Ball  and  Brown  in  1683  (see  p.  174). 
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passed  to  Dorothy  Westrow,  their  sister  and  heir,  who  devised  it  to  Margaret 
Cooper  for  life  and  after  her  decease  to  Mary  Weston.  On  5th  July,  1763, 
Richard  Weston  and  Mary  his  wife,  disposed  of  it  to  Joseph  Newsom. 

The  sales  and  leases  of  Newsom  and  his  successors  furnish  material 
for  determining  the  extent  of  the  Rutland  property,  which,  with  one  exception, 
comprised  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  precinct  lying  to  the  south  of  the 
Webb  and  Ferrars*  properties.  The  following  points  may  be  selected. 
(A)  On  nth  December,  1764,  Newsom  sold*  a  parcel  of  ground  abutting 
west  on  "  the  new  road  [Curtain  Road]  opposite  Holy  well  Mount.  By 
deeds  in  the  possession  of  the  Council  this  property  can  be  identified 
with  a  plot  on  the  east  side  of  Curtain  Road  practically  midway  between 
Holywell  Lane  and  Crown  Court.  (B)  The  same  deed  of  1763  contains 


NOTE,     ferfioa    Hatched S^SS indicates   terrors 
£*  0? 


SITE  of  HOLYWELL  PRIORYond  THE  THEATRE  -  SHOREDITCM 

Plotted   in  accordance  with  the  Ordnance  Survey  made  ir>  lg75 

Jca/f  


Middlesex  Reg.  Mentis.,  1764,  v.,  605-6. 
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the  names  of  Thos.  Martin,  Ric.  Taylor,  Ric.  Bayley,  Peter  Mason,  Michael 
I  larrington  and  Arthur  Deane  as  tenants  of  the  Rutland  property,  and  these 
names  occur  a  few  months  later  among  the  tenants  of  premises  in  Holywell 
Lane  on  the  site  of  Deane 's  Mews*  (C)  Newsom's  widow  and  son  on  22nd 
February,  1787,  soldf  to  William  Stark  three  messuages  in  Curtain  Road 
abutting  north  on  Crown  Court  for  54  feet,  and  on  23rd  October  in  the  same 
year  soldj  to  Thos.  Matthews  two  messuages  on  the  south  side  of  Crown 
Court,  and  abutting  on  Deane's  premises  to  the  east,  having  a  frontage  of 
30  ft.  4  ins.  These  two  pieces  of  Rutland  property  with  B  cover  the  whole 
of  the  western  half  of  the  south  side  of  Crown  Court.  (D).  On  151)1  August, 
1839,  the  successors  of  Newsom  sold  to  James  Sinnott§  certain  property, 
described  on  a  plan,  on  the  west  side  of  King  John's  Court.  (E)  On  26th 
December,  1771,  Newsom's  trustees  leased||  to  William  Jones  a  parcel  of 
ground  on  the  east  side  of  King  John's  Court,  the  northern  boundary  of 
which  fits  into  the  southern  Webb  boundary.  (F)  On  I5th  August,  1839, 
Newsom's  successors  sold^|  the  premises  comprised  in  (E)  as  well  as  property 
adjoining  on  the  south  and  reaching  as  far  as  (but  not  including)  the  house 
at  the  eastern  corner  of  King  John's  Court  and  Holywell  Lane. 

The  exception  indicated  above  relates  to  the  frontage  along  the  high 
road  and  at  least  a  portion  of  Holywell  Lane.  On  3rd  January,  1531-2, 
the  prioress  leased**  to  Thomas  Towle  and  Margaret  his  wife  all  those  "  three 
mesuages  or  tenntryes  somtyme  foure  tenntryes  or  mesuages  .  .  . 
and  they  conteign  in  bredth  south  to  north  next  to  the  Kinges  highwey  three 
rods  and  in  length  from  the  Kinges  highwey  in  theaste  to  the  Semytory  wall 
of  the  said  monastery  in  the  west  6  rods  and  a  halfe  [108  feet],  and  in  bredth 
alonge  by  the  said  Semytory  wall  from  the  north  to  the  south  seven  rodes 
and  two  fote  [118  feet]."  The  cemetery  was  definitely  included  in  the 
Rutland  property, ft  and  it  will  be  observed  that  the  measurement  from  the 
Webb  boundary  southward  along  the  backs  of  the  premises  in  Shoreditch 
High  Street  as  far  as  the  backs  of  the  premises  in  Holywell  Lane  is  exactly 
118  feet,  and  that  this  line  at  its  southern  extremity  is  exactly  108  feet  from 
the  High  Street.  The  site  of  the  east  wall  of  the  cemetery  is  thus  fixed, 
and  it  is  obvious  that  the  Rutland  portion  of  the  precinct  did  not  reach  as 
far  as  the  main  road,  but  was  separated  therefrom  by  houses  and  their  gardens. 
The  fact  that  the  cemetery  reached  south  only  to  within  45  feet  of  Holywell 
Lane  makes  it  probable  that  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  houses  already 
existed  on  the  north  side  of  the  lane  for  some  distance. 

In  addition  to  the  main  portion  of  the  Rutland  property,  there  was 

•  MiJJx.  Registry  Memls.,  1763,  IV.,  39,  40. 

t  Ibid.,  1787,  V.,  67-8. 

%  Ibia.,  VII,  72-3. 

S  MtJdx.  Registry  Memls.,  1839,  VII.,  231. 

||  ItiJ.,\772,  IV..  281. 

T  /4.V.,  1839,  VII..  270. 

•  Augmentation  Office,  Conventual  Lease*,  Midd.  No.  18. 
ft  Sec  grant  to  Salter  and  Williams,  p.  176. 
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also  an  outlying  portion,  to  the  north  of  the  Ferrars  estate.  This  can  best 
be  dealt  with  in  connection  with  the  larger  problem  of  the  lay-out  of  the 
south-west  part  of  the  nuns'  portion  of  the  precinct.  The  evidence  for  this 
dates  mostly  from  some  40  years  after  the  dissolution. 

On  1 3th  April,  1576,  Giles  Allen  leased  the  portion  in  question  to 
James  Burbage.  From  the  description  contained  in  the  lease,*  combined 
with  details  ascertained  from  other  legal  documents,  it  is  possible  to  form 
a  good  general  idea  of  the  premises  at  that  date. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  plot  was  roughly  rectangular,  the  sides  being  : — 
On  the  west,  the  brick  wall  dividing  the  precinct  from  Finsbury  Fields; 
on  the  south,  the  barn  in  the  occupation  of  the  earl  of  Rutland;  on  the  north, 
a  stone  wall.  The  eastern  boundary  was  marked  by  a  well  in  the  middle  of 
a  courtyard  and  by  a  pond.  The  general  orientation  of  the  plot  is  established 
by  the  fact  that  Finsbury  Fields  lay  to  the  west  of  Holywell.  With  the 
exception  of  the  houses  held  by  Harrison  and  Draggon,  which  fronted 
south,  the  buildings  faced  eastwards,  and  had  gardens  running  as  far  as 
the  brick  wall  on  the  side  of  Finsbury  Fields.  To  the  south  of  these  buildings, 
and  separated  from  them  by  an  open  space,  was  the  Great  Barn,  80  feet 
long  and  24  feet  wide.f  The  barn  which  was  at  the  west  end  of  the  plot,^: 
lay  east  and  west,  and  along  its  southern  side  flowed  a  brook  or  "  sewer  " 

*  The  lease  is  recited  in  the  pleadings  in  the  suit  Allen  v.  Burbage  (Queen's  Bench,  Easter, 
44  Eliz.,  m.  357),  and  is  printed  in  full  in  Wallace's  The  First  London  Theatre.  The  essential 
portion,  omitting  unnecessary  wording,  is  as  follows : — 

Two  houses  or  tenements  in  the  tenures  of  Joan  Harryson,  widow,  and  John  Draggon. 
And  that  house  or  tenement,  with  the  garden  ground  lying  behind,  which  garden  extended 
in  breadth  from  the  great  stone  wall  which  enclosed  part  of  the  garden  in  the  occupation 
of  the  aforesaid  Giles  [Allen]  to  a  garden  in  the  occupation  of  Edwin  Colefoxe,  and 
in  length  from  the  house  or  tenement  to  a  brick  wall  next  to  Finsbury  Fields.  And 
that  house  or  tenement,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Millhouse,  with  the  garden  ground 
lying  behind,  in  the  tenure  of  Edwin  Colefoxe,  which  garden  ground  extended  in  length 
from  the  house  or  tenement  to  the  brick  wall.  And  those  three  upper  rooms  adjoining  the 
Millhouse.  And  those  three  lower  rooms,  lying  beneath  those  three  upper  rooms,  and 
also  next  adjoining  the  Millhouse,  with  the  garden  ground  lying  behind,  extending 
in  length  from  the  lower  rooms  to  the  brick  wall. 

And  also  so  much  of  the  land  and  soil  lying  before  all  the  tenements  or  houses  granted 
above,  as  extended  in  length  from  the  outside  of  the  tenements  in  occupation  of  Harryson 
and  Draggon  to  the  pond  next  to  the  barn  or  stable  in  the  occupation  of  the  Earl  of  Rutland, 
and  in  breadth  from  the  Millhouse  to  the  middle  of  the  well  before  the  tenements. 
And  also  that  Great  Barn. 

And  also  the  small  piece  of  ground,  enclosed  with  a  pale  and  next  adjoining  to  the 
barn,  with  all  the  ground  and  soil  lying  between  the  lower  rooms,  the  Great  Barn,  and  the 
pond,  extending  in  length  from  the  pond,  to  the  ditch  beyond  the  brick  wall. 

And  also  Giles  Allen  and  Sara  his  wife  granted  and  to  farm  let  all  the  right,  title  and 
interest  which  they  had  or  ought  to  have  of,  in  or  to  the  ground  and  soil  lying  between  the 
Great  Barn  and  the  barn  then  in  occupation  of  the  Earl  extending  in  length  from  the 
pond  and  from  the  stable  or  barn  in  the  occupation  of  the  Earl  up  to  the  brick  wall. 
|  According  to  the  statement  of  Giles  Allen  in  Court  of  Requests  Proceedings,  42  Eliz.,  87/74. 
j  Mary  Hebblethwayte  stated  that  "  the  same  barne  did  and  doth  stand  in  the  west  parte  of 
the  said  yard  [i.e.,  the  '  void  ground,'  see  below]  and  there  standeth  unplucked  downe."    (Exchequer 
Depositions,  Middx.,  44-5  Eliz.,  Mich.,  No.  18.) 
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from  the  pond.*  South  of  the  brook  was  a  plotf  which  subsequently,  under 
the  description  of  "  void  ground,"  formed  the  subject  of  dispute  between 
Allen  and  the  earl  of  Rutland.  This  "  void  ground  "  was  bounded  on  the 
south  partly  by  the  barn  in  the  occupation  of  the  earl,  known  as  the  Oat 
Barn.}:  This  barn  had  been  included  in  the  original  grant  to  Webb§ 
where  it  is  described  as  54  feet  long  by  24  feet  wide,  and  abutting  on  Finsbury 
Fields  on  the  west.  The  lease  of  the  barn  to  Sir  Richard  Manners,||  granted 
by  the  prioress  on  1st  April,  1539,  contains  the  further  information  that  it 
lay  east  and  west.  The  Oat  Barn,  therefore,  extended  along  only  54  feet 
of  the  southern  edge  of  the  "  void  ground,"  which  for  the  remainder  of  the 
distance  was  bounded  by  a  wall  forming  the  northern  limit  of  a  property 
belonging,  a  few  years  later,  to  Mrs.  Askew.^j 

To  the  east  of  the  "  void  ground  "  lay  the  stable  of  the  earl.  This 
had  also  formed  a  part  of  the  grant  to  Webb.**  Next  to  the  stable  and  lying 
wholly  or  partly  to  the  north  of  it,  was  a  pond,  which  extended  beyond  the 
line  of  the  Great  Barn,  for  it  formed  the  eastern  limit  of  the  open  space  to 
the  north  of  that  structure,  as  well  as  of  part  of  the  "  void  ground  "  to  the 
south  of  it. 

How  the  Oat  Barn  and  the  stable,  which  had  been  included  in  the 
grant  to  Webb,  had  come  into  the  hands  of  the  earls  of  Rutland,  does  not 
appear,  but  the  disputes  between  the  latter  and  the  owners  of  the  Webb 
property  show  that  these  buildings  had  by  a  very  early  date  come  to  be  used 
by  the  earls  and  their  tenants  and  to  be  regarded  by  the  former  as  included 
in  their  lease. 

Together  with  these  they  claimed  the  ownership  of  the  "  void  ground," 
and  a  large  amount  of  evidence  was  brought  to  show  that  all  these  premises 
had  been  consistently  used  by  them  for  many  years.ff  Although  no  definite 
legal  decision  in  the  case  has  been  discovered,  they  were  certainly  successful. 
In  a  mortgage  dated  29th  June,  1614,  by  Francis  Gofton  (then  owner  of  the 
Rutland  property)  toPye  and  Howes, $$  the  former,  mentioning  that  the  sale 
of  his  lands  had  been  hindered  by  reason  of  a  title  or  question  thereunto 
made  by  Sir  Thos.  Dacres  (then  owner  of  the  Webb  property),  includes 

•  In  1602,  John  Rowse  deposed  that  "the  same  barne  standeth  east  and  west  along  the  Common 
Sewer  that  led  from  the  Horse  ponde."  (Exchequer Depositions  cited  above.) 

t  It  is  alluded  to  by  Nicholas  Sutton  in  1602  (ExchequerDepositions  cited  above)  as  the  "  piece 
of  voide  ground  from  the  comon  channel!,"  but  it  is  usually  measured  southward  from  the  Great 
Barn. 

$  See  tg.,  Giles  Allen  v.  Screven,  Knappe  and  others  (Star  Chamber,  43  Eliz.,  A3 3/37). 

%  See  p.  170. 

||  Conventual  Leases,  Middlesex,  5. 

|l  In  1601,  John  Knappe  gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  a  portion  of  the  "  void  ground  " 
eitended  "  southward  to  the  wall  of  Mrs.  Askcwe,  and  northward  adjoyninge  to  the  barne  .  .  . 
nowe  in  the  occupacion  of  Burbage  .  .  .  ,  and  westward  unto  a  brick  wall  ";  and  John  Lewis 
deposed  that  the  ground  "  lieth  betweene  one  Mrs.  Askewe's  walk  and  the  tenement  of  one  Burbage." 
(Star  Chamber  Proceedings,  Eliz.,  A.  26/1.) 

••  See  p.  170. 

tt  Se«»  for  example,  footnote  on  p.  184. 

J  j  Exchequer  Plea  Enrolments,  12  Jas.  2,  472. 
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in  the  premises  dealt  with  "  the  greate  voyde  plott  of  grounde  "  which 
undoubtedly  represents  the  "  void  ground  "  of  the  controversy. 

It  is  necessary  first  to  identify  the  site  of  the  "  void  ground,"*  which, 
according  to  the  above,  lay  immediately  to  the  north  of  Mrs.  Askew's  wall 
and  the  Oat  Barn.  Mrs.  Askew  was  the  widow  of  Robert  Ferrars,f  and  her 
wall  was  obviously  the  northern  boundary  wall  of  the  Ferrars  property. 
This  boundary  has  been  shown  to  have  run  along  the  southern  side  of  the 
later  Three  Tun  Alley,  ^  which  was  therefore  the  site  of  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  "  void  ground. "§ 

A  few  weeks  after  the  sale  of  the  Rutland  estate  to  Newsom  in  1763,!] 
the  latter  sold  to  Joseph  Brettel  and  John  Scarr  two  contiguous  plots,^! 
reaching  eastward  from  Curtain  Road  for  a  distance  of  151  feet  and  filling 
up  the  whole  space  between  Three  Tun  Alley  and  New  Inn  Yard.  This 
Rutland  property  north  of  Three  Tun  Alley  obviously  represents  the  "  void 
ground,"  which  therefore  reached  at  least  as  far  north  as  the  south  side  of 
New  Inn  Yard. 

Immediately  to  the  north  of  the  "  void  ground,"  and  included  in  the 
Webb  estate  was  the  Great  Barn.  Among  the  sales  of  the  Webb  estate 
between  1809  and  1814  was  one**  on  28th  September,  1809,  to  Oliver  Pask, 
of  two  plots,  forming  the  whole  of  the  northern  frontage  of  New  Inn  Yard, 
between  Curtain  Road  and  New  Inn  Broadway.  The  Webb  estate  therefore 
reached  at  least  as  far  south  as  the  north  side  of  New  Inn  Yard. 

New  Inn  Yard  has  on  two  occasions  undergone  alteration.  It  is  now 
from  25  to  30  feet  wide,  whereas  Morden  and  Lea's  Map  of  1682  shows  it 
as  about  10  feet  wide.  The  first  alteration,  which  took  place  in  the  second 
half  of  the  i8th  century,  increased  the  width  from  10  to  25  feet,  and  from  a 
comparison  of  the  Ordnance  Sheet  with  Rocque's  Map  (1746),  it  appears 
that  this  widening  was  carried  out  by  setting  back  the  northern  side  a  distance 
of  15  feet.  The  second  alteration  was  made  after  the  formation  of  Great 
Eastern  Street  in  1875,  when  that  part  of  New  Inn  Yard  which  opens  on 
to  Curtain  Road  was  widened  to  30  feet.  This  additional  5  feet  seems  to 
have  been  obtained  at  the  expense  of  both  sides  equally,  and  therefore  at 
the  entrance  into  Curtain  Road  the  present  northern  side  of  the  street  is 
i\  feet  north  of  the  1875  position  and  17^  feet  north  of  the  original  position. 
The  Webb  estate,  therefore,  including  the  site  of  the  Great  Barn,  reached 

*  Described  as  "  the  Inner  Great  Courte  within  the  inner  (or  lower)  gate  of  Hallowell." 
(Coram  Reg.  Rolls,  44  Eliz.,  Easter,  1373  (258)  )  and  as  "  part  of  the  great  courte  of  the 
Priory  lying  within  the  lower  gate  thereof."  (Giles  Allen's  complaint,  Star  Chamber  Proc.,  Eliz., 

A.  33/37  ) 

f  ExchejuerDepositions,  Middx.,  44-5,  Eliz.,  Mich.,  No.  18. 

%    See  p.  175. 

§  It  therefore  becomes  practically  certain  that  the  parcel  of  ground  54  feet  long  purchased 
from  the  owner  of  the  Rutland  property  in  1683  (see  p.  174),  "abutting  north  on  Three  Tun  Alley," 
and  so  in  a  line  with  the  boundary  wall,  was  the  site  of  the  54  feet-long  Oat  Barn. 

II  See  p.  177. 

i[  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1763,  IV.,  201-2  and  338-9. 

**  Middlesex  Registry  Memorials,  1809,  VIII.,  727. 
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southwards  at  least  to  a  point  17^  feet  south  of  the  present  northern  side  of 
New  Inn  Yard. 

The  statement  of  Mary  Hebblerhwaite*  that  the  Great  Barn  stood  on 
the  west  part  of  the  "  void  ground  "  makes  it  practically  certain  that,  like 
the  Oat  Barn,  it  abutted  on  the  brick  wall. 

The  site  of  this  corresponds  within  a  little  with  the  eastern  side  of 
Curtain  Road,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  Oat  Barn  which  adjoined 
the  wall,  was  about  7f  feet  distant  from  the  site  of  the  road. 

The  Priory  Buildings. — -From  the  above  it  is  possible  to  plot  out  with 
approximate  accuracy  the  sites  of  the  Oat  Barn,  "  void  ground,"  earl's  stable, 
and  Great  Barn.  Rocque's  Map  shows  that  in  1746  the  open  space  now 
known  as  New  Inn  Broadway  (then  Holywell  Court)  extended  southward 
and  eastward  further  than  it  does  at  present.}:  In  fact,  a  study  of  the  map 


YTTTT; 


EXTRACT    FROM    ROCQUE's    MAP    OF    1746,   SHOWING    SITE    OF    HOLYWELL    PRIORY. 

shows  that  this  enlarged  New  Inn  Broadway  plus  the  site  of  the  "  void 
ground  "§  was  the  old  Great  Inner  Court  of  the  Priory,  and  it  becomes 
probable  that  the  houses  leased  to  Burbage  were  situated  on  the  western 
and  northern  sides  of  the  court.  Of  those  on  the  former  side  one  is  described 

•  Sec  p.  179. 

t  See  p.  175.    The  site  of  the  Oat  Barn  =  parcel  purchased  of  Gofton. 
J  This  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  seventh  house  on  the  south  side  of  New  Inn 
leased  in  1751  (see  p.  172)  is  described  as  abutting  on  the  west  on  "  Broad  Court." 

$  See  footnote  on  p.  i8t,  equating  the  "  void  Ground  "  with  "  part  of  the  great  courtc." 
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in  the  lease  as  the  "  millhouse."  This  seems  to  correspond  with  the  old 
brewhouse  of  the  priory  which  "  was  afterwardes  converted  into  an  oatemeale 
myll."1  The  successors  of  the  north-side  houses  are  shown  in  Rocque's 
Map,  and  their  northern  boundary,  which  is  said  to  be  a  stone-wall,  is 
apparently  still  represented  by  the  northern  end  of  New  Inn  Broadway.  If 
this,  as  seems  probable,  is  the  stone-wall  which  according  to  the  grant  to 
Webb  formed  the  northern  termination  of  the  line  of  houses  and  buildings 
"  adjoining  the  west  end  of  the  church  and  extending  north  from  the  lower 
gate  148  feet,"  the  site  of  the  latter  gate  can  be  fixed  as  on  the  present  New 
Inn  Yard. 

The  position  of  the  church  (including,  of  course,  its  chapels)  can  be 
roughly  determined.  This  was  entirely  within  the  Webb  property,  and  as 
the  Rutland  property  contained  the  houses  next  to  "'  Master  LovelPs 
chapel  "  and  the  long  gallery  leading  to  the  chapel,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
boundary  between  the  Webb  and  Rutland  properties  includes  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  church. 

The  chapel  built  byLovellf  was  on  the  south  side  of  the  choir,  ^  and  is 
probably  to  be  identified  (partially)  with  "  the  piece  of  old  building  com- 
monly called  .  .  .  the  cloisters^  or  chappie  "  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
factors  in  the  determination  of  the  Webb  boundary.  |  This  identification  is 
supported  by  the  fact  that  Rocque's  Map  shows  at  the  east  end  of  the 
lower  Holywell  [King  John's^l]  Court  what  is  almost  certainly  the  gallery 
connecting  the  Rutland  mansion  with  the  Lovell  chapel.  We  thus  obtain 
not  only  the  site  of  the  south  wall  of  the  church,  but  that  of  the  Rutland 
mansion.  As  regards  the  west  end  of  the  church,  this  is  limited  by  the  line 
of  building  shown  in  Rocque  at  the  south-east  of  the  upper  Holywell  Court. 

The  site  of  the  eastern  wall  of  the  cemetery  (included  in  the  Rutland 
property)  has  already  been  identified.** 

The  arrangement  of  the  remaining  conventual  buildings  is  more  or 
less  problematical,  as  the  only  evidence  is  the  general  description  contained 
in  the  grant  to  Webb.  The  following  points  may  be  noticed.  The  mansion 

*  Mary  Hebblethwayte's  deposition  in  suit  Rutland  v.  Allen.  (Exch.  Depositions,  Middx., 
44-5  Eliz.,  Mich.,  No.  18.) 

t  Seep.  154. 

^  " Came  and  buried  the  body  in  his  chappell,  under  a  tomb  of  white  marbell, 

wiche  both  hit  and  the  chappell  were  fonded  by  hym,  and  it  standeth  on  the  Southe  fyde  of  the  quyre 
of  the  said  church."  (Heralds'  College  MS.  Funerals,  LXI.,  p.  82,  quoted  in  Lysons'  Environs 
of  London,  II.,  293-4.)  The  will  of  John  Billesdon,  i8th  December,  1522  (Court  of  Hustings, 
II.,  p.  635)  also  refers  to  the  chapel  erected  by  Lovell  "  on  the  south  side  of  the  priory  church  of 
Holywell." 

§  Not  the  Cloister  court,  but  probably  buttresses  or  arcading  to  the  south  aisle. 

||   See  p.  172. 

^f  This  name  may  be  a  reminiscence  of  the  dedication  of  the  priory  to  John  the  Baptist.  It 
is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that  in  1684  Col.  Sackvill  petitioned  for  a  lease  of  the  property  "  now 
"  called  Holloway  Court  and  heretofore  called  King  John's  Court,  as  being  part  of  his  palace  there 
"  and  concealed  from  the  Crown  "  '(Cat.  of  Treasury  Books,  1681-5,  pp.  1308  9).  King  John  seems 
to  have  had  as  many  palaces  as  Queen  Elizabeth  had  sleeping  apartments. 

**  See  p.  178. 
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house  of  the  priory  which  lay  "  on  the  west  side  of  the  church  door  and 
adjoining  to  the  lower  gate  "  is,  it  is  suggested,  as  indicated  on  the  plan. 
The  southern  side  of  the  cloister  is  shown  on  the  site  of  New  Inn  Yard. 
The  chapel  (not  Lovell's)  and  chapel  yard  at  the  north  end  of  the  fratry 
obviously  cannot  have  been  connected  with  the  church.  In  the  conjectural 
plan  it  has  therefore  been  assumed  that  the  reference  is  to  a  chapel  attached 
to  the  infirmary.  There  is  no  evidence  to  indicate  where  the  wash-house 
stood,  but  in  the  conjectural  plan  it  is  assumed  to  have  occupied  the  site  of 
the  houses  leased  to  Burbage  on  the  north  side  of  the  inner  court.  A  door 
is  shown  affording  entrance  into  the  orchard  on  the  north,  where  the  clothes 
could  be  dried.  Water  was  available  from  either  of  the  wells  shown.  That 
in  the  middle  of  the  inner  court  is  referred  to  in  the  lease,  while  that  in  the 
orchard  is  indicated  on  Chassereau's  and  Rocque's  Maps.* 

The  Theatre. — In  addition  to  its  associations  with  the  ancient  priory, 
the  land  lying  within  the  northern  angle  of  Curtain  Road  and  New  Inn 
Yard  possesses  a  unique  interest  as  including  the  site  of  Burbage's 
"  Theatre." 

It  was  on  1 3th  April,  1576^  that  James  Burbage  secured  from  Giles 
Allen  a  21  years'  lease  of  the  premises,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  building 
to  be  devoted  to  the  performance  of  plays.  In  due  course  this,  the  first 
public  playhouse  in  London,  was  erected  and  obtained  the  name  of  The 
Theatre.  The  earliest  reference  to  it  is  contained  in  an  order  of  the  Privy 
Council,  dated  1st  August,  1577,  referring  to  "  such  as  ...  do  use  to 
play  without  the  Liberties  of  the  Citee  .  .  .  as  the  theater  and  such  like."  ^ 

The  site  of  The  Theatre  is  easily  deduced  from  that  of  the  Great 
Barn,§  for  the  latter  building  was  actually  shored  up  against  the  formerJ| 
The  Theatre  therefore  lay  a  very  few  feet  away  from  the  barn,  and  obviously 
on  the  north  side.^j 

The  Great  Barn  was  24  feet  wide.**  Allowing  6  feet  for  the  distance 
between  the  two  buildings,  it  follows  that  the  southern  edge  of  The  Theatre 

"  If  either  of  these  was  the  "  holy  well  "  from  which  the  district  (and  priory)  took  its  name,  it 
was  probably  that  in  the  orchard  (an  identification  specifically  made  by  Chasscreau),  for  Stow, 
writing  in  1 598,  states  that  it  was  then  "  much  decayed  and  marred  with  filthinesse  purposely  laide 
there,  for  the  heighthening  of  the  ground  for  garden  plots."  (Survey  of  London,  Kingsford's  edn., 
I.,  p.  15.)  The  orchard  retained  its  open  character  until  after  the  middle  of  the  i8th  century, 
but  the  centre  portion  of  the  inner  court  was  never  used  for  garden  plots. 

t  See  p.  179. 

\  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council,  1575-7,      p.  388. 

(Seep.  182. 

|j  In  1600  Richard  Hudson  deposed  that  "  above  twentye  yeares  since  there  was  An  ould  longe 
decayed  Barne  uppon  parte  of  the  premises  demised  .  .  .  wrl'  barnc  was  very  ruynous  and 
decayed  soe  as  then  the  same  was  fayne  to  be  shored  upp  vnto  the  Playhouse  Called  the  Theater." 
(Wallace's  The  First  London  Theatre,  p.  227.) 

•  If  it  had  been  on  the  south  side  it  would  have  extended  over  the  "  void  ground,"  of  which 
it  would  have  taken  up  practically  the  whole  width,  and  in  view  of  the  many  definite  statements  as 
to  the  unbroken  use  of  the  "  void  ground  "  by  the  earl  of  Rutknd  (See  e.g.,  Exchequer  Depositions, 
Middlesex,  44-5  Eliz.  (Mich.,  No.  18)  this  is  quite  impossible. 

*•  Sec  p.  179. 
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was  30  feet  north  of  the  southern  frontage  of  the  barn,  or  il\  feet  north  of 
the  present  northern  line  of  New  Inn  Yard.  (See  plan  on  p.  177.) 

It  does  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  this  volume  to  detail  the  financial 
and  other  worries  which  Burbage  experienced  during  the  existence  of  The 
Theatre.  For  details  of  these  reference  should  be  made  to  Wallace's  The 
First  London  Theatre. 

There  is  but  scanty  information  as  to  the  plays  which  were  performed 
at  The  Theatre.  In  a  list  of  plays  that  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  meet 
with  his  approval  Gosson  mentions*  '  The  Blacke  Smith's  Daughter  and 
Catilins  Conspiracies,"  "  usually  brought  into  the  Theater."  The  same 
writer  also  refersf  to  "  the  history  of  Caesar  and  Pompey,  and  the  Playe  of 
the  Fabii  at  the  Theater,"  and  quotes  the  "  Authour  of  the  Playe  of  playes 
showen  at  the  Theater,  the  three  and  twentieth  of  Februarie  last."  Lodge 
mentions^:  one  who  "  looks  as  pale  as  the  wisard  of  ye  ghost  which  cried  so 
miserally  at  Ye  Theater  like  an  oister  wife,  Hamlet,  Revenge,"  thus  making 
it  clear  that  the  old  (pre-Shakesperian)  play  of  Hamlet  was  acted  there; 
and  the  statement  in  the  Blacke  Booke  (1604)  that  "  he  had  a  head  of  hayre 
like  oneof  mydivells  in  Dr.  Faustus,  when  the  olde  Theatre  crackt  and  frighted 
the  audience,"  shows  that  Marlowe's  Faustus  had  been  produced  on  its 
stage. 

During  the  course  of  its  existence  The  Theatre  attracted  a  great  deal 
of  unwelcome  attention  on  the  part  of  the  authorities.  This  culminated  in 
an  order,  issued  on  28th  July,  1597,  by  the  Privy  Council, §  to  the  effect 
that  "  those  playhouses  that  are  erected  and  built  only  for  suche  purposes 
shall  be  plucked  downe,  namelie  The  Curtayne  and  The  Theatre  nere  to 
Shorditch."  Although  the  order  was  not  carried  out,  we  hear  no  more  of 
plays  at  The  Theatre.  In  1598,  Skialetheia  refers  to — 

"  One  like  the  unfrequented  Theatre 
Walks  in  dark  silence  and  vast  solitude." 

The  close  of  the  year  saw  the  end  of  The  Theatre.  Burbage's  lease 
of  the  premises  had  expired  in  the  previous  year,  and  although  under  its 
terms  he  could  claim  an  extension  if  he  could  show  he  had  expended  £200 
in  the  improvement  of  the  premises  on  the  site,  a  condition  with  which  he 
had  complied,  he  found  Allen  very  reluctant  to  grant  him  equitable  terms. 
In  the  spring  of  1597  Burbage  died  leaving  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  his 
son  Cuthbert.  Allen  afterwards  declared||  that  "  seeing  the  greate  and 
greevous  abuses  that  grewe  by  the  sayd  Theater,"  he  had  intended  to  pull 
it  down.  Cuthbert  Burbage,  evidently  fearing  such  a  contingency,  finally 
planned  a  dramatic  coup.  On  28th  December,  1598,  the  Burbages,  with 
Peter  Street  to  superintend  the  work,  and  about  twelve  others,  suddenly 

*   School  of  Abuse,  ed.  1579,  p.  24. 

•f  Playes  confuted  in  five  Actions. 

\  Wits  Miserie  and  the  World's  Madnesse,  ed.  1596,  p.  56. 

§  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council,  new  series,  Vol.  27,  p.  314. 

||  Wallace's  The  First  London  Theatre,  pp.  277-8. 
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appeared  on  the  scene,  broke  up  The  Theatre,  carried  away  all  the  materials 
to  the  south  side  of  the  Thames,  and  used  them  in  the  construction  of  The 
Globe. 

The  shape  of  The  Theatre  is  not  known,  though  if  the  term  "  amphi- 
theatrum  "*  is  to  be  taken  in  its  literal  significance,  it  was  roughly  circularf 
like  The  Swan  and  The  Rose.  Its  size  is  not  known,  but  the  diameter  was 
probably  60  feet  or  more.  Such,  at  any  rate,  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that 
the  building  cost  over  £600,  $  while  the  Fortune,  which  was  80  feet  square, 
cost  only  £520.$ 

In  view  of  the  great  interest  attaching  to  the  site  of  The  Theatre  the 
London  County  Council  decided  to  indicate  it,  and  on  nth  November, 
1920,  a  bronze  tablet,  with  enamel  lettering,  and  of  the  following  design 


'      llll  Mil  01    IIIIS 
=^      BUI  DIM- I  OK  MS 
P\RI  01  \Y1I  \1 
\\  Y>0\(  !   llll  I 'UK  IV  I' 

01  1111  iwoitt  or  \  JOHN- 

llll  •UAI'IM.IIOn  Will. 
\\IIIIIV..1I\\  /XK'h^lOl) 

i KOMI')//  rofy^JrMK 
MUM  io\no\  nuiDi.v, 
si>i:(  i\ih  nivorih  10 

llll  I 'I  RIOU  \\AVI  01 
PI  \^\  \\DK\O\\\  AS 

"llll    llll  AIKL." 


was  affixed  to  the  front  of  Nos.  86  and 
Miss  Lilian  Braithwaite. 


Curtain  Road,  and  unveiled  by 


•  "  Ampkitheatra  Londinii  sunt  IV.,  visendae  pulcritudinis  .  .  .  Horum  due  cxcel- 
Icntiora  ultra  Tamisim  ad  meridiem  sita  sunt,  a  suspensis  signis  Rosa  et  Cygnus  nominate;  alia 
duo  [/.#.,  The  Theatre  and  The  Curtain]  extra  urbem  ad  septentrionem  sunt,  via  qua  itur 
per  Episcopalcm  portam  vulgariter  Biscopgat  nuncupatum."  (Contemporary  account  by  Johannes 
de  Wit,  see  Gaedertx.  :  7ur  Kenntnis  der  altenglischen  Buhne.) 

t  See  appendix  on  the  Architecture  of  the  First  Globe  Theatre,  in  the  Council';,  publication 
The  Site  of  the  Globe  Playhouse,  Soul  kx  ark,  p.  35. 

J  Giles  Allen,  when  claiming  damages  for  its  removal,  placed  its  value  at  £700  (Wallace's 
The  First  London  Theatre,  p.  164).  Henry  Belt  stated  in  1591  that  Braincs'  half-share  of  the  first 
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The  establishment  of  The  Theatre  and  The  Curtain  playhouses  in 
this  locality  naturally  made  Shoreditch  a  great  resort  of  actors.  James  Burbage, 
the  founder  of  The  Theatre,  lived  in  the  priory  precinct,  and  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  house  there  in  the  occupation  of  Cuthbert  his  son,*  and  the 
purchases  of  property  by  both  Cuthbert  and  his  brother  Richard.f  Mrs. 
StopesJ  has  given  a  long  selection  from  the  parish  registers  of  names 
connected  with  the  drama,  and  in  1913  a  marble  tablet  was  erected  in  the 
church  by  the  Shakespeare  League  in  "  acknowledgment  of  the  work  done 
'  by  the  players,  musicians,  and  other  men  of  the  theatre  "  buried  within  the 
precincts  of  the  church,  and  in  particular  to  the  memory  of  the  three  Burbages, 
William  Somers,  Richard  Tarlton,  Gabriel  Spencer,  William  Sly  and  Richard 
Cowley. 


cost  amounted  to  £239  6s.  6J.  (Ibid.,  p.  86).  This  would  make  the  first  cost  about  £480,  to  which 
has  to  be  added  the  cost  of  completing  the  building,  "  w'  the  helpe  of  the  profittes  that  grew  by 
playes  used  there  before  it  was  fully  finished  "  (John  Grigg's  Testimony,  Ibid.,  p.  135).  John 
Griggs,  who  was  of  opinion  that  Braines  had  borne  the  whole  cost  except  about  £100,  estimated 
that  the  latter  had  spent  about  1,000  marks  (£666)  (Ibid.,  p.  134).  Edward  Collins  agreed  with 
the  latter  estimate  (Ibid.,  p.  137).  Robert  Miles  thought  that  Braines  spent  £600  or  £joo  (Ibid., 
p.  141). 

§  Alleyn  Papers,  Shakespeare  Socy.,  p.  98. 

*   See  p.  171. 

t    See  pp.  1 6  ;  43. 

J  Burbage  y  Shakespeare's  Stage,  pp.  139-142. 
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XLVI.—No.    167    SHOREDITCH     HIGH    STREET. 

GROUND  LANDLORD,  LEASEHOLDER,  ETC. 

The  freeholder  is  Mr.  J.  Bishop,  and  the  occupier  is  Mr.  H.  Datzkovsky. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises,  the  site  of  which  in  pre-Reformation  days  was  occupied 
by  the  gardens  of  Holywell  Priory,  consist  of  a  shop  with  two  storeys  over 
and  an  attic,  which  is  lit  by  a  large  five-light  dormer  window  to  the  front. 
The  roof  is  tiled.  The  upper  portion  of  the  staircase  has  moulded  close 
strings,  spiral  balusters  and  square  newel  posts  with  moulded  pendants; 
the  whole  being  characteristic  of  the  end  of  the  iyth  century. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Fair. 

XLVIL— No.   190   SHOREDITCH    HIGH    STREET. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freeholders  are  the  Trustees  of  the  London  Parochial  Charities, 
and  the  occupier  is  Mr.  C.  Cohen. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises,  which  probably  occupy  a  portion  of  the  site  of  the 
three  messuages  leased  by  the  prioress  of  Holywell  to  Thomas  Towle  in 
1532*,  present  an  interesting  brick  front  of  the  early  i8th  century  above  a 
modern  shop  front  (Plate  85).  Two  flanking  brick  pilasters  with  brick 
Doric  capitals,  and  a  moulded  entablature  embrace  two  storeys.  The  main 
cornice,  in  moulded  brickwork,  enriched  with  dentils,  breaks  round  the 
pilasters  and  carried  across  the  front.  The  window-frames  are  built  flush 
with  the  wall,  and  have  segmental  heads,  with  rubbed  brick  arches;  those 
to  the  second  floor  have  a  brick  apron  below  the  sill,  and  the  sashes  are 
divided  into  small  squares  by  glazing-bars.  A  moulded  brick  string-course 
marks  the  second-floor  level.  The  storey  above  the  main  cornice  bears 
evidence  of  later  workmanship. 

The  interior  is  plain  and  uninteresting,  with  modern  fittings. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  CONTAINS  : — 

f  View  of  exterior  (photograph). 

•   See  p.  178. 

j"  Reproduced  here. 
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XLVIIL— No.    196  SHOREDITCH   HIGH  STREET. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freehold  belongs  to  Messrs.  Hoare  and  Co.,  and  the  occupier  is 
Mr.  F.  W.  Rehm. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  are  four-storey  brick  premises,  known  as  The  White  Swan 
Hotel.  Internally  they  are  devoid  of  interest. 

The  front  of  an  old  lead  cistern  (Plate  87)  originally  belonging  to 
these  premises  is  now  deposited  at  the  Shoreditch  Technical  Institute. 

Its  centre  is  occupied  by  interlacing  moulded  ribs  around  a  middle  panel 

•p 

which  bears  the  inscription  ^   ^    surrounded  by  various  figures,  which  are 

repeated  with    the  date  1693  on  the   remainder    of  the   face.     Clusters  of 
conventional  foliage  fill  the  four  corners. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  is  : — 
•Front  of  lead  cistern  (photograph). 


*   Reproduced  here. 
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XLIX.-LH.~Nos.  2,  4,  6,  AND  8  HEWETT   STREET. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freehold  is  a  portion  of  the  Stainton  estate. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

These  premises  consist  of  a  terrace  of  three-storey  brick  houses,  dating 
from  the  latter  portion  of  the  i8th  century.  Relief  is  afforded  to  an  otherwise 
plain  front  by  the  ground-floor  windows  having  folding-back  shutters, 
semicircular  fanlights  over  the  entrance  doorways,  and  the  windows  divided 
up  into  small  panes  by  well-proportioned  sash  bars.  The  whole  is  compact 
and  pleasing. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

HISTORICAL  NOTES. 

From  the  facts  recorded  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  volume,"  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  Curtain  theatre  was  situated  in  Curtain  Close,  and  that  it  was 
either  identical  with  or  adjacent  to  the  house  called  The  Curtain.  This  absolutely  disposes 
of  the  idea  that  the  site  is  now  indicated  by  St.  James's  Church.f  which  is  on  the  wrong  side 
of  the  street.  Further  than  this,  however,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  go.  On  the  whole,  the 
probabilities  seem  to  be  in  favour  of  the  suggestion  that  the  site  is  approximately  indicated 
by  the  opening  called  Curtain  Court,  in  Chassereau's  map,^  though  no  positive  evidence  can 
be  adduced  therefor.  The  site  of  Curtain  Court  seems  to  have  been  approximately  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  present  Hewett  Street,  and  it  therefore  seems  probable  that  the  Curtain 
theatre  occupied  a  site  somewhere  near  the  south  side  of  that  street. 

The  Curtain,  the  second  theatre  to  be  built  in  London,^  was  opened  some  time  in  1577. 
It  is  known  that  in  1585  Henry  Lanman  was  the  proprietor  and  manager  and  from  the  fact 
that  Lanman  is  mentioned  in  March,  1580-1,  as  one  of  the  lessees  of  Curtain  Close  it  is  a 
fairly  warrantable  inference  that  his  connection  dates  back  to  that  time.  From  1585  to 
1592,  however,  James  Burbage  appears  to  have  shared  in  the  management,  using  the  building 
as  an  easor  to  The  Theatre. ||  The  association  of  the  two  managements  may  have  lasted  even 

•  See  p.  18. 

t  Shakespearis  England,  II.,  p.  286. 

j  It  could  not  have  been  further  north  than  this,  as  both  Chassereau  and  Rocque  show  open 
ground  beyond. 

$  Both  The  Theatre  and  The  Curtain  are  mentioned  in  John  Northbrooke's  "  Treatise 
"  wherein  Dicing,  Danceing,  vaine  Playes  or  Interludes  .  .  .  are  reproved  by  the  Authentic 
"  of  the  Word  of  God,"  published  in  1579.  The  priority  of  the  former,  however  (built  before 
ist  August,  1577),  is  deduced  from  the  statement  of  Cuthbert  Burbage  that  his  father  "  was  the 
first  builder  of  playhouses." 

||  Sec  Lanman 's  evidence  (July,  1 592),  quoted  by  C.  W.  Wallace  in  The  First  London  Theatre, 
page  149,  "That  time  it  is  about  VII.  yi-rcs  now  shall  be  this  next  wynter,  they  the  said  Burbage 
and  Braynes  having  the  profittes  of  Playes  made  at  the  Theater,  and  this  Depo1  having  the  profittis 
of  the  Playes  made  at  the  house  called  the  Curtcn  nere  to  the  same,  the  said  Burbage  and  Braynes 
taking  the  Curten  as  an  esore  to  their  play-house  did  of  ther  own  mocion  move  this  dtpo1  that 
he  wold  agree  that  the  profittes  of  the  said  ij  Playe  howscs  might  forVIl  yeres  space  be  in  Dyvydent 
betwenc  them." 
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later  than  1592,  for  two  actors  in  the  companies  of  Burbage  and  Lanman  at  their  deaths 
(Thomas  Pope,  in  1603,  and  John  Underwood,  in  1623)  owned  shares  in  the  Curtain.* 
The  building  survived  orders  by  the  Privy  Council  in  1 597  and  l6oof  that  it  should  be  destroyed, 
and  is  referred  to  in  a  licence  in  1603  to  Thos.  Green  and  others  to  act  "  in  their  usual  houses 
"  called  the  '  Curtayne  '  and  the  '  Bore's  Head  '  in  Middlesex,":):  and  in  a  letter  dated  gth 
April,  1604,  from  the  Lords  of  the  Council  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  other  magistrates.^  It 
gradually  fell  into  disuse,  the  last  reference  to  it  which  has  been  traced  being  in  1628,  in  the 
recognizances  of  Thos.  Roades,  Wm.  Crosswell  and  Rich.  Burford  "  to  answear  the  com- 
plaint of  the  inhabitants  of  Shoreditch  for  casting  six  tuns  of  filth  .  .  .  into  the  common 
shoare  near  the  Curtaine  Playhouse."|| 

It  would,  however,  appear  to  have  been  in  a  sorry  condition  some  years  previously, 
for  in  the  indenture  of  ist  July,  1611,  accompanying  the  transfer  of  Curtain  Close  to  Edward 
Morris%  it  is  referred  to  as  "all  that  large  mesuage  or  tenemente,  built  of  timber  and  thatched, 
"  now  in  decay,  called  the  '  Curtaine,'  with  a  parcell  of  ground  adjoyning  thereto,  wherein 
"  they  use  to  keepe  stage  playes,  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupacion  of  Thomas  Greene." 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  plays  which  were  performed  at  the  Curtain.  In  1598  the 
Lord  Chamberlain's  company  of  players,  of  whom  Shakespeare  was  one,  was  acting  there,** 
and  we  have  the  contemporary  evidence  of  John  Marston  that,  about  this  time,  Romeo  and 
Juliet  was  performed  there.  It  is  also  saidff  that  Ben  Jonson  acted  in  the  building,  and  it 
is  practically  certain  that  it  witnessed  the  production  of  his  principal  comedy,  Every  Man  in 
His  Humour.^. 

THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  CONTAINS  : 

General  exterior  (photograph). 
,  No.  10.  Hewett  Street,  doorway,  detail  (measured  drawing). 


*  J.  P.  Collier,  Lives  of  the  Actors,  pp.  127,  130. 

f  The  statement  in  C.  L.  Kingsford's  edition  of  Stow's  Survey  (II.,  p.  368)  that  the  Curtain 
was  pulled  down  in  1600  is  evidently  an  error. 

$  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Domestic,  1623-1625,  p.  530. 

§  Young's  History  of  Dulwich  College,  II.,  pp.  28-29. 

||  Middlesex  County  Records,  Vol.  III.,  p.  164. 

1  See  p.  18. 

**  S.  Lee,  Life  of  Shakespeare,  p.  60. 

ft  Aubrey's  Brief  Lives,  II.,  p.  12. 

\\  Percy  Simpson's  edition  of  Every  Man  in  His  Humour. 
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LIII.-LVL— Nos.  30,  32,  34  AND  36  CURTAIN  ROAD. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freehold  is  a  portion  of  the  Stainton  estate. 
GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

This  is  a  terrace  of  three-storey  premises  in  brick,  with  interesting 
treatment  to  the  ground-floor  storey,  the  end  windows  having  central  bays 
of  slight  projection,  whilst  the  middle  windows,  with  the  two  entrance 
doors,  are  grouped  under  a  continuous  frieze  and  cornice.  The  external 
shutters  are  characteristic  of  the  i8th  century,  and  would  afford  protection 
or  privacy  as  required.  The  interiors  are  plain  rnd  some  have  been 
stripped  and  left  bare  as  required  for  cabinet  workshops. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  is  : 

•Nos.  30-36,  exterior  (photograph). 


LVII.— HORSE     AND    GROOM    YARD,    IN   REAR  OF 
No.  28   CURTAIN    ROAD. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freehold  is  a  portion  of  the  Stainton  estate. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

These  premises  consist  of  a  pair  of  semi-detached  three-storey  brick 
buildings  and  basement.  Their  entrance  doorways  open  direct  into  the 
living  rooms.  Internally,  they  each  consist  of  one  room  to  a  floor,  with  a 
staircase  at  back.  The  two  rooms  on  the  top  floor  are  approached  by  the 
staircase  in  the  north  house  only,  the  staircase  to  the  south  house  terminating 
at  the  first  floor.  Access  to  the  premises  from  the  street  is  obtained  through 
a  covered  way. 

CONDITION  OF  PREMISES. 
Good. 

•  Reproduced  here 
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LVIII.-LXIII. — Nos.    12,  14,   1 6,    1 8,   20   AND   22 
CURTAIN  ROAD. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS. 

The  freehold  is  a  portion  of  the  Stainton  estate. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

No.  12  is  a  three-storey  brick  building,  the  ground  floor  of  which,  used 
as  a  shop,  has  an  interesting  bay  window  of  small  projection.  Nos.  14  to  22 
comprise  a  terrace  of  four-storey  premises  and  basements.  The  fronts  are 
in  red  brick  with  plain  bands  cemented  over  at  first,  second  and  third-floor 
levels.  The  windows  have  frames  flush  with  the  wall  and  gauged  brick 
arches  over,  while  the  roofs  are  tiled.  The  interiors  generally  have  square 
deal  panelling,  but  have  been  considerably  altered  to  permit  of  their  being 
used  as  workrooms.  No.  14  has,  on  the  ground  floor,  a  carved  mantelpiece 
having  a  frieze  enriched  with  openwork  design,  the  mouldings  over  which 
are,  unfortunately,  missing.  The  same  room  has  a  moulded  chair  rail 
(Plate  86).  No.  16  has  a  deal  pedimented  door-head  supported  on  shaped 
brackets,  over  a  semicircular  fanlight  (Plate  86),  and  Nos.  14  and  18  shew 
signs  of  similar  treatment. 

CONDITION-  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  ARE  : 

Nos.  14  to  22,  exterior  (photograph). 
*Nos.  14,  mantelpiece  do. 

*No.  1 6,  doorway  (photograph). 


*  Reproduced  here. 
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LXIV.— QUEEN'S   SQUARE,  FINSBURY  AVENUE. 

GROUND  LANDLORDS,  ETC. 

Messrs.  C.  and  T.  Fox  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Brown  are  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  Nos.  5  and  7  respectively. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  DATE  OF  STRUCTURE. 

This  little  square,  which  forms  a  short  cul-de-sac,  seems  to  have  just 
escaped  demolition  when  Broad  Street  Goods  Station  was  developed,  and, 
being  now  hidden  away  behind  modern  City  offices,  causes  an  agreeable 
surprise. 

No.  5  (Plate  88),  which  extends  across  the  west  end  of  the  square, 
consists  of  three  storeys  constructed  in  red-brick  facings  with  gauged  arches. 
The  windows  are  flush  with  the  wall,  those  on  the  ground  floor  having 
shutters,  a  common  feature  of  the  i8th  century.  The  majority  of  the 
window  sashes  retain  their  small  panes.  The  central  entrance  has  a 
moulded  deal  door-case,  with  Doric  pilasters  supporting  a  moulded  pediment 
over  a  semicircular  fanlight.  Internally  the  rooms  are  small  and  plain, 
and  contain  nothing  of  special  interest. 

The  south  side  of  the  square  is  similarly  treated,  the  doorway  to  No.  7 
having  a  pedimented  door-case. 

CONDITION  OF  REPAIR. 
Good. 

IN  THE  COUNCIL'S  COLLECTION  is  : — 

•  General  view  of  exterior. 


•  Reproduced  here 
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Cotterell,  George  49,  50 

Coumbe,  Thomas  and  Lady  Margaret  -  92 
Courant,  Jane  -  -  147 

Covert,  John  and  Charity  -  90 

Cowland,  William  and  John  -  -  -  50 
Cowley,  Richard  -  187 

Cowper,  John  -  -  -  -  1 20 

Cowper,  William  and  Cecily  -  -  -  33 
Crabtreefeild  -----  45 
Cranch,  James,  Sarah,  Catherine,  Elizabeth, 

and  George  Graham  -  -  -  121 
Crane  Field  _____  78 
Craven,  earl  of  -  -  80 

Craven  Street  -  -  -  -  88 

Crawley,  William  84 

Cray, -  166 

Cressenor,  George  and  John  -  42 

Crewe,  Henry  —  23 

Crewe,  Randolph  (Ralph)  -  23,  24,  71 

Creyk,  Thomas  -  -  -  -  80 

Crichefeld,  Alice  and  John  -  —  -  163 
Crick,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  -  -  -  76 
Crocker's  Row  -----  145 
Crocker,  William  -  145 

Croker,  Thomas  -  76 

Cromer,  Sir  John  1 58 

Cromwell,  Sir  Henry  •  37 

Cromwell,  Lady  Joan  -  -  -  37 

Cromwell,  Oliver  -----  37 
Crondall  Street  -  84 

Crooked  Billet  (Red  Lion),  The,  Kingsland 

Road  49 

Crooked  Billet  Yard  (Long  Alley)  -  -  90 
Cropley  Street  -----  88 
Crosley,  Elizabeth  -  -  -  -  107 
Crosley,  Mary  -  -  107 

Crosley,  Nahum  -  -  —  -  107 

Crosley,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  -  107 

Crosswell,  William  -  -  -  -  191 
Crowley,  Henry  -  -  -  -  -  12 
Crown,  The  6 

Crown  Court  175,  178 

Crown  Rents  (Russels  Row)  -  -  -  6,  7 
Crown  Street  -  -  -  -  -  75 
Cudsden,  John  -----  65 
Cudsden,  Thomas  -  -  -  -  65 
Curson,  Robert  20,  21,  157 

Curtain,  The  _  _  -  16,  18,  190 
Curtain  Close  -  15,  17-19,  57,  190 

Curtain  Court  -----  190 
Curtain  Playhouse  -  -  18,  185-187,  190 
Curtain  Road  •  14,  15,  19,  25, 

90,  172,  175,  177,  178,  181,  182,  184 
Curtain  Road,  Nos.  12-36  -  -  192,193 
Curtain  Road,  Nos.  86  and  88  -  186 


page 
Curtain  Road,  No.  115  (Marquis  of  Corn- 

wallis)  -                                   -        -  152 

Curtis,  Daniel  and  Agnes        -        -        -  16 

Curtis,  Sir  Thomas                 -        -        -  33 

Curwyn,  John                -        -        -        -  50 

Cusden,  Thomas  -----  62 


Dacres,  Sir  Thomas      -        -        -     171,  1  80 
Dacres,  Thomas   -        -        -  171 

Daggett,  John  and  George  -  -  -  90 
Daggett's  Court  -----  90 
Daicy,  Astatim  and  Olive  -  -  -  1  59 
Dalby,  William  de  -  -  -  -  120 
Dale,  Dorothy  -----  67 
Dale,  Matthew  -----  48 
Dale,  Valentine  -----  67 
Dame  Agnes  A  Clare,  see  Agnes  A  Clare 
Dame,  John  -  -  -  -  -  120 
Dance,  George  -  -  -  - 
Daniel,  Nicholas  ap  Evans  -  - 
Daniel,  Sir  Peter  - 
Darby,  Dorothy  and  Capt.  Joseph  - 
Darling,  William  ---- 
Dash,  William  -  - 
Dashwood,  William  -  -  - 
Davies,  John  and  Blitha  - 

Davis,  -  - 


99, 


100 
120 
76 

-  117 

-  54 
73,  76 

-  87 

-  67 

-  30 

-  57 
20,  21 

-  27 
20,  22 

102,  103 

-  27 

-  55 

-  38 

-  178 

-  178 

-  2,  88 
99,  120 

-  120 
158 


Davis,  Bryan         ---- 
Davis,  Sir  John    - 
Davis,  Thomas     -        -        - 
Davis,  Sir  Thomas  (Davie,  Davyson) 
Dawson,  John 

Dawson,  Thomas  ---- 
Day,  William  and  Mary 
Deacon,  John  ---- 
Deane,  Arthur  -  -  -  - 
Deane's  Mews  ---- 
Deep-ditch  - 

Denne,  John  -  -  -  - 
Depham,  Roger  -  -  -  - 
Deye,  Richard 

Dirty  Lane  (Webb's  Lane,  White  Hart 
Lane,  Haddon  Lane,  now  NuttalJ 
Street)  -  -  -  66,  67,  68 

Dirty  Lane  (now  New  Inn  Passage)  12 

Diserote,  John  -      37 

Dixon,  Anne  and  Thomas  -      98 

Dolman,  William  -      58 

Dormer,  Lady  Katherine  67,  84 

Dormer,  Sir  Michael  -      67 

Dormer,  Robert   -----      72 
Doubell,  Piers  -      94 

Draggon,  John  -     179 

Drapers'  Company  7,  128 

Draper,  Martha  -  -        -     ill 

Draper,  Robert     -  -     157 

Draper,  Susanna  -  -        —     HO 
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Drayner,  John      -  -       59 

Drayner,  Margaret  58,  98 

Drayner,  Thomas  -    56-59,  98 

Driver,  Susanna  and  Thomas  123 

Drought,  Mary    •  103,  113 

Drought,  Thomas  113 

Dry,  -  37 
Duck,  John-        -----      87 

Dunford,  Richard  and  John  -  174,  175 

Dunn,  Charles  99 

Dunton  (Downton)       -       158,  159,  160,  161 

Dunwyche,  Anthony     -        -  -     167 


Eald  Street,  prebend    3,  27,  29,  40,  77,  85,  86 

Eagle  Tavern,  Hoxton  -  -        -        -      88 

Eagle  Wharf  Road  -      88 
Earle,  Robert       -----      62 

East  Road    -  76,  88 

East,  Thomas  65 

Eaton,  Guy  120 

Echingham,  Margaret  -  -        -        -      92 

Echingham,  Sir  Thomas  -        -        -      92 

Edmonds,  Andrew         -  -        -        -      72 

Edmonds,  Elizabeth      -  -        -        -      72 

Edmonton  -        -        -  -    157 
Edmund,  abbot  of  Westminster      -        -      36 

Edwards,  Thomas          -  -        -        -      68 

Ellen,  prioress       -        -  -        -        -     163 

Elrington  Chantry  -        -  92-93, 126 

Elrington,  Edward  37,  72 

Elrington,  Grace  -        -  -        -                72 

Elrington,  Sir  John        -  -     64,  92,  93,  98 

Elrington,  Lady  Margaret  -        -                92 

Elrington,  Simon-        -  -        -        -      64 

Elrington,  Thomas  38,  64 

Ely  Place                       -  63,  65 

Ely,  Simon,  bishop  of  -  -        -              159 

Emerson,  Francis-  106 

Enfield  93 

Essex  Street  -      60 

Evans,  Thomas  Simpson  -    121 

Exton,  Bernard     -        -  -        -        -     120 

Eynard,  Alexander        -  -        -        -    147 


17,  22,  24,  25,  71, 


Fairchild,  Thomas 

Fairfield       -        - 

Falkirk  Street       - 

Fanshaw  Street     - 

Farewell,  Charles - 

Farnham 

Farnham,  Sir  Clement  - 

Farnham,  John 

Farnham,  Lady  Katherine 

Fawcett,  Daniel  and  Elizabeth       — 

Featherstone, 


46 

'57 

-  60 

-  74 

158 

-  18 

-  93 

-  18 

-  56 
67,  69 


Featherstonhaugh,  Matthew  and  Sarah    68,  83 

199 


Felde,  Richard 

Fell,  James  - 

Feltham,  Charles  - 

Fenton,  Sir  John  -        - 

Fenton,  Richard  -        - 

Ferrars  (Askew),  Mary- 

Ferrars,  Robert    -        - 

Ferrer,  Anthony  - 

Fetherstonhaugh,  see  Featherstonhaugh 

Fewer,  Henry  120 

Feynle,  John                                              -  158 

Finch,  John                                                -  65 

Finnimer,  George                                      -  98 

Finsbury  Fields 

23,  24,  85,  88-90,  157,  171,  179,  180 

Finsbury  (or  Holywell)  prebend               -  3 

FitzHerbert,  Humphrey        -        -        -  159 

Fitzjohn,  Robert  -                           -        -  31 

Fitz Walter,  Robert  and  Gunnora  -        -  160 

Fitz Walter,  Walter       -        -        -        -  169 

Five  Acres,  Haggerston                             -  36 

Fleshmonger,  William  -                           -  120 
Fleur  de  Lis  Street,  see  Magpie  Alley 
Flood-ditch  (Fludditch)                        2,  87,  88 

Flower  de  Lewis,  The    •          -        -  19 

Fogge,  Kateryn    -----  165 

Foliot,  Gilbert     -----  91 
Footman,  Henry  -        -        -        -        -121 

Ford,  Ernest  Robert      -        -        -        -  121 

Fordham,  Elizabeth      -        -  119 

Fordham,  Ralph  -                           -     103,  119 

Forth,  John                                                -  67 

Fortune  Theatre,  The  -       -       -       -  186 

Foster,  Anthony  -        -        -        -        -  157 

Foster,  Michael  and  Ann       -        -     118,  119 

Four  Acres,  Hoxton                         -        -  45 
Fourteen  Acres.     See  Guyers  Field 

Foxley,  Lawrence          -        -        -        -  176 

Framework  Knitters'  Almshouses    -        -  132 
Fraternities   connected   with    Church   of 

St.  Leonard  -  94 

Frauncis,  Margerye       -        -        -  165 

Frederick,  Sir  Charles  -                   92,  97,  104 

Frelond,  Alice      -  165 

Fremlin,  William                    -        -        -  98 

Freren  alias  Old  Marsh  in  Tunstall       -  158 

Fulke,  Augustine  -        -        -        -        -  73 
Fuller's  Almshouses                          -  24,  25,  40 

Furnivall,  John    -----  66 

Further  Four  Acres  alias  Millfield           -  71 


Gadd,  Richard     - 
Gaddc,  John  and  Anne 
Galeys,  Henry     -        -        - 
Gallier,  Daniel     - 
Garnons,  James    -        -        - 
Gatehouse,  The,  Shoreditch  - 

20O 
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93      Gatesbury  -  158 

84      Gaulter,  Richard  -  -      22 

-  174      Gaunt,  Edward,  John  and  Anne  10 

-  164      Geary,  Robert      -----      66 

-  69      Gedney,  Thomas  -  -      38 
174,  1 80,  181       Geffrye  Museum  (formerly  Geffrye  Alms- 
I69.  '73-J75             houses)                                     47,  128-131 

21      Geffrye,  Sir  Robert  128-131 

George,  The,  brewhouse  -  15,  16,  21 

Gernon,  Robert   -  -        -      31 

Gernon,  William  (Montfichet)        -  31 

Gibbes  (Gippes),  George  53,  98 

Gibbes  (Gippes),  Richard  -  48,  53,  54 

Gibbs,  Samuel     -        -  -        -      21 

Gibson  (Gybson),  Philip        -  94 

Gibson,  William  -  -      80 

Gifford,  John       -        -  54,  55 

Giles,  William  -----  2o 
Gine,  Isabell  -  -  -  165 

Gippes,  see  Gibbes 

Girling,  Thomas  -  -  -  -  -  n 
Glaziers'  Company  -  -  -  -  175 
Glencare,  Donald,  earl  of  -  -  -  76 
Globe  Theatre  -  —  -  -  43,  186 
Glover,  Anthony  -  -  -  -  21 

Glover,  Mary  -----  22 
Goatley,  Sarles  —  -  53 

Goddard,  Charles  and  Edmund  -  -  10 
Goddard,  Elizabeth  -  10,  1 1 

Goddard,  George  -  -  -  -  6,  1 1 
Goddard,  Margaret  -  -  -  -  10 
Goddard,  Mary  -----  8 
Goddard,  Vincent  -  -  -  -  8-11 
Goddard,  William  -  -  -  6,  8-10 
Goddard's  Rents  -----  9 
Godfrey,  Andrew  -  -  -  -  16 
Godfrey,  William  -  -  -  -  12 
Gofton,  Alethea  -  -  -  -  -  176 
Gofton,  Francis  -  -  174-176,  180 

Golden  Bull,  The-  -      67 

Goldsmid,  Asher,  Abraham  and  Benjamin  57 
Goldsmiths'  Almshouses  36,  39 

Goldsmiths'  Row-  -        -        -      39 

Goldwell,  Alice    -  -        -        -    165 

Gome,    William,   Elizabeth,    Isabel   and 

Elizabeth  Ann        -        -        -        -     123 
Good,  Mary  -        -        -        -     165 

Goode,  Richard  -----  135 
Goodwin,  John  and  Katherine  -  -  72 
Goodwyn,  Thomas  -  -  -  32,  33,  35 
Gore  Close  (Gyers  Close  or  the  Eight 

Acres)  -  77,  78 

-8,  10      Gorsuch,  Thomas  Talbot  and  Mary      122,123 

99      Gossard  alias  Austyns  -        -        -      93 

-  162      Goswell,  William  -        -        -      99 

43      Gotobed,  —  19 

-  56      Gough,  -  167 
163      Grace,  Hunt        -                                     86,  87 


179-181 


-  24, 


Grace,  James        -  82, 

Grace,  Katherine 

Gravel  Pit  Close  - 

Gravesend,  Stephen  de 

Graygoose  Closes 

Great  Barn,  The  - 

Great  Chart  Street 

Great  Eastern  Street     - 

Great  House,  The         - 

Great  Place,  Haggerston 

Great  White  House,  Hoxton 

Green,  Agnes 

Green,  Elizabeth  - 

Green,  Kateryn    - 

Green,  Thomas    - 

Green,  Walter     - 

Green  Lattice,  The        - 

Gregory,  Mary    - 

Greygoose,  John  - 

Griffith,  Edith,  prioress 

Griggs,  John 

Grinings      -        -        -        - 

Grymes,  Richard 

Guyers  Field  (the  Fourteen  Acres)  - 

Guy,  William      - 

Gwalter,  William 

Gyberuke    -        -        -        -        - 

Gyers  Close,  see  Gore  Close 

Gyslingbury,  Thomas   - 
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83,  86,  87 

83 

-  87 

-  154 

-  35 
,  182,  184 

75.  76 

i75»  lSl 

-  9-1 1 

38 

-  55 

-  i54 

-  116 

-  165 

-  191 

ii 
42 

-  13° 

34 

-  163 

-  187 

-  47 
43 

77,  78 

-  H7 

22 
I58 
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Hande  and  the  Flowre,  The    -        -  21 

Hanmer,  Meredith  120,  126 

Hansby,  Jane  -        -        -      97 

Harbert  (Herbert),  Thomas  (William) 

H,  1 8,  56,  59>  6z,  87 
59 


Harbertes  Close   - 
Hardeware,  John- 
Harding,  John      - 
Harding,  William 
Hare  Alley  - 
Harewold,  Thomas 
Harman  Street     -        - 
Harper,  George  - 
Harrington,  Alexander  - 
Harrington,  Michael     - 
Harrington,  Thomas     - 
Harris,  Thomas    - 
Harris,  William   -        -        - 
Harrison,  Abraham       - 
Harrison,  Joan     -        - 
Harrison,  Robert  and  Susanna 
Harvey, ,  Esq. 


-        -      93 


Harvey,  Hon.  Felton 

Harvey,  Frances  - 

Harvey,  George  - 

Harvey,  Thomas  - 

Harwar  Street      - 

Harwar's  Almshouses 

Harwood,  Ralph  - 

Haryong  (Marow),  Alice  44,  46,  61,  65,  81,  87 


-  -        -     163 

49 

-  -       -      48 

13,  14 

-  -        -      79 

-  46,  60,  63 

-  '73,  175 

-  153,  159,  l65 

-  -    178 

-  'S3,  157,  165 

48 

-  158 

65 

-  -    179 

-  -      65 
70,  71,  78,  86 

-  -      78 

34 

-  -      34 

-  -      18 

-  128 

-  128 
78,  82,  86,  87 


Haberdashers'  Company 

Haberdashers'  Place 

Haberdashers'  Street     - 

Hack,  John,  Mary, 

Hackney     -        - 

Hackney  Marsh  - 

Hackshaw,  Robert 

Haddon,  Alice     - 

Haddon,  Richard 

Haddon,  Thomas 

Haddon  Lane,  see  Dirty  Lane 

Haggerston  -        - 

Haggerston  prebend  ( ? 

Haggerston  Lane- 

Halcomb  Street    - 

Hales,  Edward 

Hales,  John 

Hales,  Marcelyn  (Mastelyn)  - 

Hallet,  James        - 

Halley,  Edmund  - 

Halsey,  Richard  and  Elizabeth 

Halson,  John        - 

Halsted,  Henry    - 

Halton,  Thomas  and  Phillips 

Halwaye,  see  Holway 

Halywell,  see  Holywell 


Haryong,  Elizabeth 

- 

_ 

- 

98 

Ly 

-       76, 

141 

Haryong,  Ellen     - 

- 

_ 

_ 

61 

- 

76 

Haryong,  Hugh   - 

- 

_ 

_ 

81 

- 

- 

76 

Haryong,  John     - 

- 

_ 

44 

,  81 

ic,  James  and  Eliza 

122 

Haryong,  Margaret 

-        - 

65,  66. 

,  81 

,  98 

- 

- 

157 

Haryong,  Ralph  _ 

- 

- 

- 

81 

- 

- 

94 

Haryong,  Richard 

-  46,  61 

,  64,  65 

,  8r 

,98 

- 

-  74,  75> 

137 

Haryong,  Robert  - 

81,  94,  95 

,98 

- 

_ 

66 

Haryong,  Roger  - 

45,  61, 

62,  63, 

64, 

132 

- 

33 

,38 

Haryong,  William 

_ 

81 

-  3°,  35, 

38,  66,  94, 

126 

Haslewood,  William 

- 

_ 

- 

82 

y  Lane 

Hateley,  Robert   - 

-       - 

_ 

_ 

37 

-     3,  31-39 

Haughton,  Esther  and 

Samuel 

_ 

- 

98 

) 

- 

64 

Hawckes,  John  and  Christiana         -        - 

62 

- 

33 

>  39 

Hawes,  Benjamin 

- 

_ 

- 

142 

- 

- 

7i 

Hawkins,  Alexander 

- 

_ 

- 

36 

- 

44 

,  49 

Hawley,  Thomas,  John,  and  Elizabeth  - 

56 

- 

- 

7 

Hearn  Street        - 

_ 

_ 

- 

15 

:elyn)  - 

-44,  47 

,49 

Hebblethwaite,  Mary 

179,  182, 

183 

- 

- 

66 

Heblethwaite,  James 

_ 

- 

_ 

36 

- 

- 

39 

Hedge,  Thomas   - 

_ 

- 

_ 

158 

lizabeth 

- 

36 

Heigham,  Robert 

- 

- 

- 

56 

- 

- 

93 

Heneage  estate     - 

- 

- 

_ 

25 

- 

27 

,  28 

Heneage,  Michael 

- 

- 

- 

65 

hillips 

- 

58 

Henningham,  Elizabeth  and  Erasmus       - 

10 

Hensch,  Paul        - 

78,  79 

Henson  Street 

- 

- 

75 

Wyddial, 

Herts)  - 

158 

Herbert,  Sir  Edward 

- 

- 

- 

59 
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Hi-rhi-rt,  Mary     -  "59 

Herbert,  Thomas  (William),  see  Harbert 
Hcrne,  Alice  48 

Hcrne,  George  -  -  -  -  -15 
Heron,  Mrs.  48,  53 

Hcrt,  Richard      -  12,  50 

Hesse,  Rev.  William  -  -  -  -  130 
Hewer,  Christopher  -  -  -  73 

Hewer,  Jane  -        -      73 

Hewer,  Thomas   -  73,  74 

Hewctt  Street,  Nos.  2,  4,  6  and  8   -  190 

Hewett,  William  -  -85 

Hewitt,  Anne  -----  67 
Hewitt,  Conrad  -  -  63,  67,  68 

Hewitt,  Richard  -----  63 
Hickmans  Field  -  32,  33 

Hickmans  Manor  -  -  32,  33,  36,  38 
Hide  Lane  (Hyde  Road)  70,  72,  78,  79 

Higgins,  Baldwin  18,  19 

Higgins,  Eleanor  -        -  -      74 

Higgins,  Katherine  -  -  -  -  18 
High  Elms  -  17,  71 

High  Field  (or  Finsbury  Field)  -  -  90 
Higham,  Robert  -  -  59 

Highgate  School  -----  34 
Hilewit,  John  -  -  169 

Hill,  dementia  -----  93 
Hill,  Dorothy  -----  23 
Hill,  Joan  -  -  49 

Hill,  John  -  12,  81,93,94,95 

Hill,  Joshua  _  _  _  _  _  -7 
Hill,  Judith  -  -  56 

Hill,  Katherine  -  -  -  -  -  12 
Hill,  Ralph-  23 

Hill,  Robert  and  Mary  -        -        -      22 

Hill,  Thomas  -  43,  49,  56 

Hills,  Charles  75,  149,  150,  151 

Hills,  Mary  -    107 

Hillyard,  Thomas  -  -  -  -  84 
Hilton,  Elizabeth  33,  36 

Hilton,  John  -----  64 
Hilton,  Thomas  -  33,  36 

Hind,  Thomas     -  -     122 

Hither  Four  Acres  -  -  -  -  72 
Hobb's  Place  _____  ?9 
Hodge,  Henry  -  n,  iz,  98 

Hodge,  Joyce  -  -  -  -  -  12 
Hodges,  Mary  -  -  -  -  54 

Hog  Lane  (Worship  Street)  3, 14, 1 5,  88, 89, 90 
Holborn,  John  120 

Hollam,  John  24 

Hollingworth,  Arthur   -  -  81,  82,  86 

Holly  House  Asylum  -  -  -  -  63 
Holway  (Halwaye),  Thomas  -  -  -  50 
Holway,  William  and  dementia  -  -  93 
Holy  Lamme,  The  -  -  -12 

Holy  Trinity,  Aldgate,  prior  of  -  91,  161 
Holywell  (The  Holy  Well)  168,184 
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Holywell  Cross  -29-31,  163 

Holywell  Marsh,  Burnham  •  -  -158 
Holywell  Mount  -  -  177 

Holywell,  parish  (parochia  de  Halywell) 

157,  '59 
Holywell  (Hallywell)  path  gate,  Haggerston     33 

Holywell  prebend,  see  Finsbury  prebend 
Holywell  Priory — 

buildings-  182-184 

church     -  183 

cemetery-  176,  178,  183 

dissolution  -      165-168 

gardens    -  188 

gate  -      20 

general  history  -  153~I55 

officers     -  164 

precinct  -  -      168-182 

priests  164 

prioresses-  -      160-164 

property  -  -      155-160 

well  168,  184 

Holywell    Street,   see    Shoreditch   High 

Street 

Home  Field,  see  Billings  Close 
Honourable  Artillery  Company  -      86 

Honywood,  Isaac-        -  -  73,  75,  76 

Hoo,  Robert  -  -  -  —  -  120 
Hooke,  Robert  -  -  141 

Horner,  John  and  Francis      -  -      56 

Horningsherch,  Adam  de       -  -    120 

Horse  Showe,  The  -      93 

Hoskins,  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  -  83 
Hotham,  John  -  -  -  -  -  120 
Howard  Buildings  -  -  -  -  19 
Howard,  William  -  -  -  -  19 

Howes, -        -        -        -        -     1 80 

Howton,  Maud  -        -  49 

Hoxton  -  40-88, 1 57 

Hoxton    Central    and    Hoxton    House 

Schools          -----      52 
Hoxton  Close       -       -  17,  59-60,  1 57 

Hoxton  Fields      -  -  85,  86,  88 

Hoxton  Hospital,  see  Aske's  Almshouses 
Hoxton  House  Lunatic  Asylum      -       52,  135 
Hoiton,  Manor  of,  see  Bammes 
Hoxton  Market   -----      76 
Hoxton  prebend  3,  25,  27,  29,  30,  32,  36,  40 
Hoxton  (Hogsdon)    Shott,   or   Hogsdon 

Upper  Shott  86,  87 

Hoxton  Square  -  40,  74,  137-140 

Hoxton  Street,  Nos.  46  and  48  134-135 

Hoxton  Street,  Nos.  124  and  126    -  136 

Hoyle,  Henry  54 

H  u  bolt,  Thomas  -  21,  22 

Huckwell,  Benjamin  -        9 

Hudson,  John  and  Paul  -        -        9 

Hudson,  Richard  -  -        -     184 

Hudson's  Square  -----        9 
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Hughbank,  John  -  -        -     163 

Hulks,  William    .  -    106 

Hungerford,  William    -  -      49 
Huniiades,  Elizabeth,  see  Benson 
Huniiades,  John  Banfus  and  Dorothy       -     112 

Hunt,  Elizabeth  -  -      82 

Hunt,  Henry  47,  128 

Hunt,  Katherine  -  47,  84 

Hunt,  Thomas  47,  53 

Hunts  Hill  -  -  44, 45, 157 

Hurst,  Sir  James  -                 -  164 
Hyde  Road,  see  Hide  Lane 

Hynchclyf,  Robert  94 


Idell,  John  ------      22 

Ingram,  Joseph     -----     132 

Ingram,  William  -        -      45,  63,  86,  87,  132 
Inman,  Euodias  and  Jane       -        -          '5° 
Ironmongers'  Company          -      128,  129,  132 
Islington  conduit  head  -        -        -         73,  87 
Ivy  House  ------      85 

Ivy  Lane     ------      85 

Ivy  Street    -  85 


Jackson,  Ann  62 

Jackson,  Charles,  Sarah,  John  and  Hannah 

115,  116 

Jackson,  widow    -        -  16 

James  Street  74,  75,  143 

Jane  Shore  Alley  -----  14 
Jay,  Henry  -  -  -  69 

JefFeries,  see  Geffrye 

Jenour,  Sir  Andrew  -  -  -  -  35 
Jermyn,  John  -----  72 
Jerrard,  Charles  -  -  -  -  -  65 
Jewkes,  John  -  -  -  -  -  128 
Jews'  Burial  Ground  -  -  -  -  52 
Jocelyn,  Sir  Ralph  -  -  -  -  163 
Johns,  Angela  -  69,  92,  93 

Johns,  William  -  -  -  -  69,  93 
Johnson,  Jane  -  -  -  9 

Johnson,  William  9,  77 

Joiners'  Company  -  -  -  -  65 
Jones,  Edward  47 

Jones,  Richard  and  Agnes  -  -  -  7 
Jones,  William  -----  178 
Jonson,  Ben  -  83,  86,  191 

Jorden,  Edward    -        -        -        -  171 

Joyce  (Jossey),  Robert   -  38 

Juliana,  prioress    -----     161 


Keene,  John 

Kelk,  Clement  - 

Kelsey,  George  - 

Kemp,  Dorothy  - 


-  in 

-  38 

-  90 

-  23 
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Kemp,  Thomas    •  23,  71 

Kenn,  Christopher  -      34 

Kettle,  Robert      -  -        -      24 

Kilner,  George  and  Margaret  -      22 

Kimpton,  Rev.  Edward,  Anne,  Thomas 
Edward  Rickard,  Rev.  William  W., 
Edward  and  Mary  Anne          -        -    108 
King,  William  43 

Kingesfelde,  Katherine  -  1 26 

King  John's  Court  20,  168,  172,  178,  183 
King's  Head  and  King's  Head  Yard  -  14 
Kingsland  Road,  Nos.  2  and  4  (Smith's 

house)  -  42,  127 

King  Street  -      75 

Kirke,  James  -  -  -  -  -  44 
Kirke,  Sir  John  -----  44 
Kirkman,  Francis  64,  65 

Knappe,  John  -  -  -  -  -  180 
Knevet,  Maurice  20,  21,  157 

Knyght,  William  -  -  -  -  -  158 
Knyvett,  Elizabeth  37 


Laburnum  Street-  -  -38-39 

Lacock  Abbey      -----     169 

Lake,  Arthur        -        -        -        -  174 

Lamb,  The  -  -        -        -       12 

Lambert,  Nathaniel,  Edward,  Charlotta 

and  William  -  -114 

Lammas,  Jeremiah  and  Peter  -        -        -      54 
Lampe  Lande      -----      94 

Lampitts      ------      jo 

Land  of  Promise,  The  -        -    40,  65,  66,  67 
Lanesende   -  -        -        -     158 

Langdon,  Nicholas  -        -        -      69 

Langdon's  Yard    -----      69 

Langleye,  John     -        -        -        -        -     120 

Langley,  Thomas  -        -        -        -        -      55 

Lanman,  Henry  -        -        -         18,  190,  191 
Large,  Katherine  -        -        -        -        -15 

Large,  Thomas  -  n,  14,  16 

Larymer,  Stephen          -        -        -        -       16 

Lathum,  John  and  Daniel      -        -        -       54 
Laysterne  field      -  -  75,  87,  88 

Layston  (Leystonchurch)  -     158,  163 

Layton,  George,  Sarah  and  Thomas        -      21 
Lee,  Baptist  -        -      37 

Lee,  Sir  Henry    -----      37 

Lee,  Sir  John  37,  38,  45,  87 

Lee,  Sir  Robert    -----      37 

Lee,  Thomas        -----      37 

Legh,  Lady  Joan  -  23 

Legh,  Sir  Thomas,  inquisitor 

17,  18,  23,  33,  47,  48,  59,  71,  72,  98 
Legh,  Thomas,  of  Calder       -        -        -      23 
Leigh,  Lady  Alice         -        -        -        -      73 

Leigh,  Anne         -----      ^g 

Leigh,  Richard     -----      98 
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Leigh,  Sir  Thomas  (alderman) 

Leigh,  Winifred  - 

Lench,  Michael  Foster  and  Elizabeth 

Lester,  Thomas    -        -        - 

Lethieullier,  Smart        - 

Lewes,  Beatrix      -        - 

Lewis,  John 

Lexenden,  Manor  of    - 

Leyton       - 

Lidgold,  Edmond 

Lidgold,  Edward  - 

Lincolns  Inn  Gate  House,  Chancery  Lane 

Lindsay,  John 

Linsted,  Robert  de 

Lively,  Edward  and  Catherine 

Lobley,  Hugh      - 

Lokynton,  John    -        - 

London  Apprentice,  The 

Long,  Maurice  -  -  17 

17,  18 
89,  90 
-  37 

-  -73-76,  H9 
47,  128 
70,  71 
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-  71-73,  85 

- 

71 

,  73 

sd 

i  - 

119 

- 

101, 

102 

- 

- 

97 
165 

1  80 

_ 

_ 

161 

- 

- 

158 

7 

37 
Lane 

>  39 
84 

155 

- 

- 

37 

: 

: 

45 
98 

- 

- 

22 

- 

- 

1  2O 

- 

- 

74 

Long,  William 
Long  Alley  -        - 
Long  Ditton 
Long  Field  - 
Longford,  Richard 
Long  (or  Old)  Orchard 


Longston,  Thos.  -----  67 
Lordsfeild  alias  Lord's  Acre  -  -  32,  36 
Lovell,  Sir  Ralph-  154 

Lovell,  Sir  Thomas  154,  155,  164,  165,  174,  183 
Lucy  of  Colney,  prioress  -  -  -  161 
Lumley's  Almshouses  -  -  -  -  87 
Lynde,  Joan,  prioress  -  -  163 

Lynedoch  Street  -----  65 
Lyster,  Richard  33 

Lytton  (Litton),  Thomas        -        -         10,  u 


Mace,  Gilbert      -                                    -  174 

McGrath  Place    -----  55 

Magdalcna,  prioress               -       -  160 

Magpie  Alley       -        -        -        -        -  6, 7 

Maidenhead  (Queen's  //<W),The    -  62 

Makebrayer,  John         -        -        -        -  120 

Mallow  Field       -----  88 

Malte,  Anne                  -        -        -  33 

Malte,  Elizabeth  -----  33 

Man,  widow  -  -  14 
Manday,  see  Maundy 

Manne,  Robert  •  1 8 
Manners,  Sir  George,  Lord  Ros  of 

Hamlake       -                                    -  155 

Manners,  Oliver  -----  97 
Manners,  Sir  Richard  -  174,  180 

Manners,  Sir  Thomas  -        -        -  97 

Manners,  Thomas  174 

Manwaring,  Ralph  -  -  -  -  120 
Marchant,  Geoffrey  -  45,  62,  87 
Marchant,  Henry  -  -  -  45,  62,  87 
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Market,  proposed,  at  Hozton  76 

Marler,  William  -  69,  93 

Marlow,  Rev.  Michael  and  Sarah  -  114 

Marow,  Alice,  see  Haryong 
Marow,  Sir  Edward  81,82,85,86 

Marow,  Samuel  -  -  53,  56,  87 

Marow,  Thomas  -        -  43,  44,  46,  61,  81,  87 


Marsh, 


Marston,  John      -        -        — 

Martin,  Alice       - 

Martin,  Lady  Elizabeth 

Martin,  Humphrey       - 

Martin,  Richard  - 

Martin,  Sir  Roger 

Martin,  Thomas  -        -        — 

Mary  of  Stortford,  prioress    • 

Maryf,  Sir  Richard 

Mascall,  Anne      -        -        - 

Mascall,  Daniel    -        -        - 

Mascall,  Dorothy 

Mascall,  John       -        - 

Mascall,  Juliana  -        - 

Mason,  Joseph  and  Mary 

Mason,  Peter 

Mason,  widow     - 

Massie  (Massey),  Sir  Edward    70, 73, 74, 75, 78 


26 

-  -     191 

-  -    165 

-  -      59 

-  -      59 

-  -     43 

-  59 

-  -    178 

-  162 
164 

-  -      23 

-  -      23 

23,  7' 

-  23,  7i,  9° 

-  -     23 

-  99,  '°7 

178 

-  48 


Massie,  Jane 

Massie,  John  - 

Massie,  Robert     - 

Mattam,  John      - 

Matthews,  Henry 

Matthews,  Thomas 

Maud  (Matilda),  prioress       - 

Maud  (Montacute),  abbess  of  Barking 

Maundy,  Ann 

Maunsell,  Sir  Thomas  - 

Maxey,  James  Burbidge 

May,  Samuel       -        -        -        - 

Maylard,  James    -        -        -        - 

Mayow,  Thomas  - 

Mayowe,  Anne     - 

Medley,  Robert    - 

Merrett,  Richard  - 


Merrett,  William 


-  73 

-  73 
7o,  73 

-  123 

-  '34 

-  178 
161 

-  162 

-  7,  8,  9 

-  25 

-  -   67 

-  -   69 

-  126 

-  -   '3 
42,  45,  I27 

-  18 

64,  72 
64, 


Merriman,  John,  Judith  and  Richard  90 


Mery,  John 
Mewe,  Thomas    - 
Middleton,  Richard 
Middleton,  William 
Mile  End  Fields  - 
Miles,  Sir  Jonathan       - 
Miles,  Jonathan    - 
Miles,  Robert 
Milkwives'  Bridge  Field 
Millfield      -        -        - 
Millhouse    -        -        - 
Mill  Row    - 
Millington,  John  - 


-  44,45,46 

-  -  30 

-  66 

-  18 

-  -       -  85 
52,  54,  135,  147 

-  -       -  52 

-  -       -  187 

33>  36 
17,  23,  70,  71,  157 

-  179,  l83 

-  71 

-  -     45 


Million 


-  87 

-  26 
174 


Million,  John 
Milton,  Sir  Christopher 

Milton,  Thomas,  Mary  and  Katharine    -     174 

Minoresses,  Abbey  of   •  166 

Minxdy,  Roger  -     134 

Modefrey,  John   -  -     163 

Mondes,  John  94 

Monnington,  Margaret                   -  -      10 

Monnington,  Thomas   -  -        9 

Monoxe,  George-        -        -        -  -       22 

Montacute,  Edward  -     162 

Montacute,  Elizabeth,  prioress        -  -     162 

Montacute,  Lady  Elizabeth   -        -  162 

Montacute,  Lady  Isabel  -     162 

Montacute,  Lady  Maud  -  162 
Montacute,  Simon  -  -  159,  162 
Montacute,  William,  Earl  of  Salisbury  -  162 

Montacute,  William  de,  Lord         -  -     162 

Monteagle,  Lord  -  81,82 

Montfichet,  Gilbert  of-  -      31 

Montfichet,  Richard                         -  -31 

Montfichet,  William  Gernon  -       31 

Montfort,  Elizabeth  de  162 

Montfort,  Peter  de  162 

Moone,  Elizabeth                             -  -       13 

Moone,  Peter  -  -  13,  94 
Moore,  Edmund  -  -  n,  14,  16 
Moorfields  -  3,  85,  88-90,  157,  163 

Moor  Lane  89 

Moor  Mead  88,  89 

Morrel,  Master    -  54 

Morris, Edward   -  18,  191 

Morris,  William  -  39 
Morrison,  John  -----  48 

Morysyn,  Richard  -  6,  7 
Mountjoy,  Lord,  see  Blount,  Sir  James 

Mowlesworth,  John  -  157 
Moy,  William  -----  51 

Moyle,  William   -        -                  -  -     1 20 

Muddell,  William  36 

Munday,  Ann,  Sarah  and  William-  -     116 

Munden,  John  of          -        -        -  -       81 

Muschamp,  Edmund     -        -        -  46,  127 

Muschamp,  Thomas  -  46 
Muschamp,  William  -  42,  43,  45,  46,  127 

Myrtle  Street  -      83 


Nedeham,  James  - 
Nelson,  Matthew 
Nevill,  Amphelisia 
Nevill,  John 
Neville,  Lady  Katherine 
Neville,  Lady  Margaret 
Newdegate,  Amphelisia 
Newdegate,  George 
Newdegate,  John  - 


-  -     167 

-  -      54 

-  164 

-  164 

-  -      97 

-  -      97 

-  -    164 

-  164,  166 

-  159,  164 
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Newdegate,  Sybil,  prioress 

50,  159,  163,  164,  165,  166 
New  Inn  Broadway       -  181,  182,  183 

New  Inn  Passage  (formerly  Dirty  Lane)  -  12 
New  Inn  Yard  168, 172, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185 
Newman,  John  -----  158 
New  North  Road  -  -  88 

Newport,  Peter  de  -        -     119 

Newsom,  Joseph  -  20,  109,  177,  178,  181 
New  Street  (Skinners  Street)-  89,  90 

Nicholas  of  Shoreditch  32 

Nicholl  field  (St.  Nicholas  Field,  Spenlow 

Field)  -  17,  44,  45,  46,  47,  157 

Nichols,  Francis  -----  89 
Nichols,  Richard  -  35,  36 

Nichols,  Robert    -  89 

Noble,  John  24,  68 

Norris,  Samuel  -  -  -  -  -  56 
North,  Sir  John,  Lady  Dorothy,  Gilbert-  67 
North,  Lord  -----  72 
Norton  Folgate  Almshouses  -  -  -  7 
Norton  Folgate  prebend  -  3,  14,  15 

Norton,  Isabella,  prioress  -  -  -  163 
Nudegate,  see  Newdegate 

Nunneholme         -  -        -     158 

Nunns,  Abraham  -----  65 
Nurse,  Thomas  -  77 

Nursery  Lane  38-39 

Nuttall  Street,  see  Dirty  Lane 
Nutter,  Robert     -----      84 
Nysam,  John        -----      22 


Oakeover,  Rowland       -        -        -  -      34 

Oat  Barn,  The      -        -        -       170,  180-182 

Oatmeal  Mill,  Hoxton  -         -        -  -      43 

Offley,  Hugh  and  Robert  13,  94 

Old  Marsh  (alias  Freren),  Tunstall  -     158 

Old  or  Long  Orchard    -        -        -  70,  7 1 

Oldfield,  Joshua  John    -        -        -  -      84 

Oliver,  John  Mullineux  and  Anne  -  -    174 

Onely,  John          -        -        -        -  -     122 

Osborne,  John      -        -        -        -  -    120 

Otewy,  Nicholas  —        —        —        —  —      94 

Owen,  Margaret  -        -        -        -  -       58 


Paddon,  Robert    -        -        -  -        -     157 

Page,  Katherine    -  50 

Page,  Thomas      -        -        -  -        -    104 

Paine,  William,  Ann  and  Samuel  -        -     123 

Pale  Close  and  Palecroft         -  -        -      73 

Pale  Field    -  -  35,  73,  76 
Palmer,  John        -----      64 

Papworth,  Roger  1 8,  59 

Pares  (Pax  or  Pars)  Field        -  -         77,  78 

Parke,  John                     -        -  -        -       14 

Parker,  Christopher       -  58 
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Parker,  Mary       -        -  -      58 

Parkhurst,  Thomas  174,  175 

Parkhurst,  William        -  -      35 

Parkinson,  John    -  -     122 

Parson's  Yard  14 

Pascal!,  John  and  Mary  -      45 

Pask,  Oliver                                      -  -     181 

Paston,  Eleanor    -        -  97 

Paston,  Sir  William       -  97 

Patey,  Thomas     -  -      20 

Patys  Court  17,  20 

Paulinus  of  Bampton     -        -        -  -      32 

Peake,  William  48,  84 

Peckham,  George  170,  171 

Peckham,  Susan   -  -     170 

Peirson,  Robert  82 

Pemble,  William  -  55,  56 

Pendlebury,  John  and  Anne  -  174 

Perkyns,  Thomas  -  -  -  93 
Perwiche,  see  Pirwhich 

Peter  de  Newport  81,  119 

Phillip  Street        -  70,  71 

Philpot,  Edward  -  80 

Philpot,  Sir  George  4 
Philpot,  Henry,  Margaret,  Peter,  Thomas  80 

Philpot,  Sir  John  -  71,  80 

Pickering,  Elizabeth                         -  -      68 

Pigge,  Mary,  William  and  Margaret  -  ill 
Pimlico  and  Pimlico  Walk  -  76,  83,  84 

PimJico  (Westminster  and  Hadley)  -      84 

Pingells  Close  47 

Pingle,  The  73,  74 

Pippit, 45 

Pirwhich,  Humfrey       -  41 

Pitfield  -  73,  75,  76,  145,  149 
Pitfield,  Alexander  -  70,  75,  77,  78,  79,  86 
Pitfield,  Sir  Charles 

29.  70,  75.  77,  78,  79'  86»  87,  99 
Pitfield,  Charles    -  78,  82 

Pitfield,  Dorothy  -----  78 
Pitfield,  Mariana  -----  99 
Pitfield,  Mary  -----  78 
Pitfield,  Winifred  78,  99 

Pitfield  Street  -  75,  76,  143-144 

Pitman,  James  -----  85 
Pitman's  Buildings  -  -  -  -  85 
Pitt,  -  -  88 

Pitt,  Edmund  and  Alice  -  -  -  171 
Pitt,  George  -  -  -  171 

Pitts  (Pyttes)  -        -      87 

Place  Field  or  Plane  Field  77,  78 

Playsted,  Mary  42,  43 

Plimley,  Henry    -        -  -        -     121 

Polhill,  Thomas    -  -      56 

Pollard,  -  -      26 

Foisted,  Henry  -----  33 
Poole,  Mary  -  134 

Pooley,  Giles        -        -        -        -        -     120 

206 


page 

Pope,  John  -                  -        -  20,  21,  89,  157 
Pope,  Paul  -                                 38,  39,  64,  71 

Pope,  Thomas  191 

Porter,  Thomas  and  Eleanor  -  119 

Portuguese  Ambassador                   -        -  41 
Potter   (Porter),    Elizabeth,    Henry    and 

Susan  ------  ij^ 

Potts,  Mrs.  -                                             -  69 

Poulter,  James  and  Augustine  56 

Powell,  Richard    -----  56 

Powes,  Jane          -        -        -        -        -  170 

Praed,  James                                     -        -  147 

Preston,  Margaret         -        -        -        -  52 

Prestons  Gardens  -        -                 -        -  1 1 

Price,  George       -        -  24 

Price,  Richard      -----  58 

Pride,  Thomas     -       -                         -  86 

Prigg,  Richard,  John,  Susanna  and  Lucy-  121 

Proby,  Peter                                            -  68 

Prouton  (Prowton),  William  -  58 

Prudde,  Elizabeth,  prioress    -  163 

Puller,  Joan  13 

Pulton,  Thomas   -        -  50 

Punne,  Richard    -  15 

Purdon,  Richard  -        -        -        -  93 

Pye,  -  1 80 

Pyke,  James  1 57 


Queen's  Head  (Maidenhead),  The    -         62,63 
Queen's  Square,  Finsbury  Avenue  -  194 

Queen  Street        - 


Rainsforth,  Sir  John  and  Lady  Anne  72 

Ralph,  prior  of  Holy  Trinity  -  91 

Randall,  Vincent  -----  94 
Ratcliff  Row  (Rotten  Row)  -  51,  53,  54,  57 
Ratcliff  fields  85 

Rawlins,  Thomas  -  -  -  54. 

Rawlins,  William  -  -  63,  64,  67 

Raworth,  Francis  -  -  -  -  120 

Raymond,  Christopher  -  -  -  -  46 
Read,  Stephen,  Patience  and  Sara  -  22 

Red  Lion  (Crooked  Billet),  The,  and  Red 

Lion  Court,  Kingsland  Road  -  49,  50 
Red  Lion  and  Rising  Sun  alehouse,  Hoxton 

Street,  No.  82  (now  KfJ  Lion)  58 

Red  Lion  and  Red  Lion  Court,  Holywcll 

Lane  -  21 

Redvers  Street  -  54,  57-58 

Redy,  John  -  49 

Reeves,  William  -  -  -  -  174 

Regnicr  (Reginer),  Henry,  Elizabeth  and 

Susanna  5'~52 

Retford  Street  57,  58 

Reynolds  (Raynold),  John  -  -  170 

Ribotier,  David  -----  43 
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Richard  de  Aston  -        -  92 

Richard  de  Belmeis,  bishop  of  London 

91,  153,  169 

Richard  of  Gravesend,  bishop  of  London  -      31 
Richardson,  Robert  -      68 

Richars,  John  -        -      24 

Ricketts,  George  and  James    -         -        -      68 
Ricrofte  Rents  -        8 

Rigbie,  Robert  94 

Roades,  Thomas  -  -        -     191 

Robert,  bishop  of  London      -  -      91 

Robert,  son  of"  Gelran  "  ("  Generan  ") 

153.  169 

Robert,  son  of  Herbert  -  153 

Robert,  vicar  119 

Roberts,  Edward  and  Elizabeth  114 

Robertson,  Hugh  and  Anne  -        -        -      60 
Robinson,  Thomas         —        —        —        —      64 

Robson,  George  -  -        -      65 

Rock,  Thomas  and  John         -'  172,173 

Roden,  Robert  68 

Roger  de  Pont  1'Eveque  91 

Rokcolte,  manor  of  158 

Roket,  John  and  Edith  -  87 

Rolf  (Roffe),  William    -  41-42,  64,  71 

Rollesley,  John  20,  157 

Romayn,  Thomas  161 

Roper,  Sir  Anthony  29,  77 

Roper,  Christopher        -  -       14 

Roper,  David  Riddel  142 

Roper,  Henry       -        -        -  77 

Roper,  John  14 

Ros,  Sir  George  Manners,  Lord  -    155 

Rosemary  Branch  -      86 

Rose,  Richard       -        -  30 

Rose  Theatre        -  1 86 

Rotheley,  William  and  Elizabeth    •  36 

Rotten  Row  (Crown  Rents)    -        -        -        6 
Rotten  Row  (RatclifF  Row)  -      53 

Royston,  James  65,  118 

Royston,  Thomas  and  John    -        -        -     1 18 
Rowse,  John  -     1 80 

Roydon        -        -        -        -        -        -158 

Rufus  Street  75 

Rumball,  Stephen  151 

Rushout,  Sir  James  and  Lady  Alice          -     171 
Russell,  John  84 

Russell,  Thomas  -  -        -    6,  7,  163 

Russels  Row  -        -        6 

Rutland,  Eleanor,  countess  of  97 

Rutland,  earls  of  -  97,  159 

Rutland  property  on  north  side  of  Holy- 
well  Lane      -     17,  90,  167,  173,  176-184 
Rutland  stables  on  south  side  of  Holywell 

Lane  -  19,  20,  21 

Rutland,  Margaret,  countess  of  97 

Rutson,  Richard   -  20 

Ryder,  Edward  34,  35 
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St.  Agnes  le  Clair,  see  Agnes  a  Clare 

St.  Albans  Abbey  -  1 59 

St.  Alphage  156 

St.  Andrew  Undershaft                    13,  156,  158 

St.  Antholin  156,  158 

St.  Bartholomew  by  the  Exchange  -  1 56 

St.  Benet  Fink  156 

St.  Botolph,  Aldgate                         87,  96,  100 

St.  Botolph,  Bishopsgate                    87,  88,  156 

St.  Dionis  Backchurch  -                 -  128,  131 

St.  Edmund,  Lombard  Street          -  -  156 

St.  Gabriel  ("  Mary  "),  Fenchurch  156,  158 

St.  Giles,  Cripplegate   -                  88,  156,  158 

St.  Giles  in  the  Fields  -                  -  17,158 

St.  Helen's  Priory                             -  159,  166 

St.  James's  Church,  Shoreditch       -  -  190 

St.  John,  Sir  Alexander  and  Lady  Margaret  98 

St.  John,  Lady  Elizabeth                -  -  7 
St.  John,  Oliver,  Lord  -        -        -  55,  56,  98 

St.  John,  Sir  Paulet       -        -        -  -  7 

St.  John,  William,  Lord        -        -  -  7 

St.  John's  Road    -  79,  83 

St.  Katherine  Coleman  -        -        -  -  170 

St.  Lawrence,  Jewry      -        -        -  -  156 

St.  Lawrence  Poulteney  College      -  -  163 

St.  Leonard,  Bengeo,  Church,  Herts  -  99 

St.  Leonard,  Eastchcap  -  156 

St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch,  church     -  91-125 

clerk's  house     -        -        -        -  -  126 

glebe  14 

vegetable  lecture  -  46 

vicars  119-121 

St.  Luke's  Church,  Old  Street         -  -  100 

St.  Luke's  parish  workhouse  -        -  -  88 

St.  Magnus                              -        -  -  156 

St.  Margaret,  Fish  Street  Hill         -  1 56,  1 58 

St.  Mark's  Church,  Kennington  -  142 

St.  Mary  Aldermanbury  -  1 56 

St.  Mary,  Clerkenwell,  priory  166,  167 

St.  Mary  Colechurch    -                   -  156,  159 

St.  Mary  Graces  -  163 

St.  Mary-le-Bow  -  1 56,  1 59 

St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Milk  Street    -  153 

St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Old  Fish  Street  1 56,  1 59 

St.  Mary  Spital,  priory                    -    3,  5,  167 
St.  Mary  Spital,  property 

7,  8,  9,  10,  32,  34,  36,  38,  80,  90 

St.  Mary  Woolchurch  -  -  161 

St.  Mary,  Woolnoth  156 

St.  Matthew,  Friday  Street    -  -  1 56 

St.  Michael,  Bassishaw  -  1 56 

St.  Michael,  Cornhill    -                   -  -  1 56 

St.  Michael,  Crooked  Lane   -        -  -  156 

St.  Michael,  Queenhithe        -        -  -  156 

St.  Michael,  Wood  Street      -  1 56 

St.  Nicholas  Aeon  1 56 
St.  Nicholas  Field,  see  Nicholl  Field 

St.  Olave,  Hart  Street  -  -  157 

207 


-     '57 


St.  Pancras  -   - 

St.  Paul's,  dean  and  chapter  of 

3,  15,  27,  29,  31,  32,  40 
St.  Peter  le  Poor  - 
St.  Peter,  Westcheap 
St.  Sepulchre       - 
St.  Stephen,  Coleman  Street  - 
St.  Stephen,  Walbrook  -  157, 

St.  Thomas  of  Aeon      - 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital  -        -        -        - 

St.  Vedast  ------ 

Sackvill,  Col. 

Saffron    Hill,   Hatton    Garden   and  Ely 

Rents,  overseers  of  poor  -        - 
Salisbury,  William,  Earl  of,  see  Montacute 
Sallee, -        -        -        -        - 
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'59 

157 
157 
157 
'57 

'59 
161 

45 
'57 
183 


78 

121 
I76 

38 
123 

'45 

8 

42 
36 
36 

93 
80 

54 
181 


Salmon,  William  Bryant        -  -  - 

Salter,  George                        -  -  19, 

Salton,  Lady 

Samuel,  Elizabeth 

Samuel,  James      -  -  123, 

Sanderson,  Richard       -        -  -  - 

Saracen's  Head     ------ 

Saunderson,  Montague  - 

Saunderson,  Thomas     - 

Sawyer,  John 

Sawyer,  Sir  Samuel       - 

Sayer,  Hugh 

Scarr,  John  -  175, 

Scory  (Skory),  bishop  of  Hereford  -  98,  171 

Scory  (Skory),  Elizabeth  and  Sylvanus  98 

Scott,  George      -       -        -  —  -      55 

Scott,  Susannah   -        -        -  -  -115 

Screven,  Thomas  -        -        -  -  -     176 

Seiner,  Lady  Mary       -        -  -  -      97 

Semer  (Seymour),  Sir  Thomas  -  71,  72,  97 

Serle,  Lucy-        -        -        -  -  -      50 

Serle,  Nicholas  and  Lawrence  -  -      50 
Seven  Acres  field  -----      36 

Sevenok,  Joan,  prioress  -  163 

Sevenok,  John      -        -        -  -  -    163 

Sewer  Acre  ------      87 

Seymour,  Edward,  Lord        -  -  -      38 

Shadwell,  Elizabeth  -      36 

Shadwell,  Whorwood    -        -  -  -      36 

Shenton,  Woolaston      -        -  -  -      19 

Shepherd  and  Shepherdess,  The  -  -      88 

Shepherdess  Walk  86,  88 

Sheppard,  Thomas                 -  -  -        9 

Sherland,  William         -        -  -  -        6 

Shiphum,  Anthony                 -  -  -       16 

Shore,  Jane                     -        -  -  -         2 

Shoreditch 

boundaries  of  parish  -        -  -  -        3 

history  of  parish         -  2-91 

origin  of  name  -                  -  -  -    1-3 

"  de  Shoreditch "  family        _  _  _        2 

Shoreditch,  Nicholas  of         -  -  -      32 
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Shoreditch    Church,    see    St.    Leonard, 

Shoreditch 

Shoreditch  High  Street  ( Holywell  Street) 

earliest  mention  of  "  Haliwell  strete  "  -  5 

Nos.  167,  190  and  196                         188,  189 

Shoreditch  Street  -                                    -  44 

Shoreditch  Technical  Institute         -  141-2 

Short  Street  74,  76 

Shortwood,  William,  de  Higham  Gobion  120 

Shrie,  J.       -         -        -        -        -        -  103 

Shroggs  Close       -        -        -        -  35 

Siddon,  Henry                        -                 -  43 

Siddon,  William  -----  43 

Sidey,  Waldegrave  and  Sarah          -        -  53 

Simeons,  Edward  -----  22 

Simnel,  Lambert  -        -        -                 -  155 

Simon,  bishop  of  Worcester  and  Ely    159,  162 
Sinnott,  James      -        -        - 
Sisley,  Clement  and  Anne 
Skingell,  - 


Skinners'  Company       -        - 

Skinners  Street  and  Skinners  Rents 

Skory,  see  Scory 

Skypper,  Cristyane 

Slade,  Capt.  James  -        - 

Sladen,  Hannah  - 

Slater,  Anne 

Slater,  Richard     - 

Slingsby,  Henry  and  Frances 

Slough  Lane 

Sly,  William 

Slynehead,  William  and  Katherine- 

Smart,  Robert 

Smith,  Alan,  son  of  Geoffrey  - 

Smith,  Capt. 

Smith,  Francis 

Smith  (Smyth),  Henry - 

Smith,  John 

Smith,  Margaret  -        -        -        - 

Smith,  Margery  -        -        -        - 

Smith,  Osmond    -        -        -        - 

Smith,  Richard 

Smither,  Thomas 

Smith's  forge  (Holywell  Cross)        — 

Smith's  House,  Kingsland  Road 

Somers,  William  —        —        —        — 

Soper  Lane 

Southhouse,  Thomas     -        -        - 

Sparrow,  Joseph  —        —        —        — 

Spencer,  Gabriel  - 

Spenlow  or  Spenlocks  Field  - 

Sperke,  Thomas  —       —        —       — 

Spiers,  Richard    —        —        —       — 

Spitalfields  —        —       —        —       — 

Spranger,  John     - 

Spread  Eagle,  The  (Clarkes  House) 

Spread  Eagle  Court       -        -        - 

Spring  Garden  (Agnes  A  Clare) 
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Spront,  Robert     -  -     120 

Spylman,  Thomas  -     167 

Squire,  John         —  —     120 

Stacey,  Robert      -  122 

Stafford,  Lady  Katherine  97 

Stanes,  John  45 

Stanley,  Francis   -  -     120 

Stanley,  Thomas  -  -  59 
Star,  The,  and  Star  Close 

i7,  47.  48.  49>  5°.  5J,  '34.  !57 
Stark,  William  -        -     178 

Starkey,    Anne,    Elizabeth,    Emma    and 

Katherine      -        -  -      72 

Starkey,  Lady  Isabella  -  -  -  72,  98 
Starkey,  Sir  Humphrey  -  71,  72,  97 

Stephen  de  Gravesend,  bishop  of  London  154 
Stephen's  Mews  -----  63 
Stepney  ( Stebbynhyth)  fields  -  -  -  85 
Stepney,  Manor  of  3,  10-12,  15,  32 

Stevens,  Christopher  and  Agnes  -  -  7 
Stevens,  Chrystian  -  -  -  -  62 
Stevens,  Henry  -  -  -  45,  62,  63,  87 
Stevens,  Thomas  -  -  -  -  61,  62,  87 
Stevens,  Uric  -  45,  62,  63 

Stevenson,  John  -  -      34 

Steward,  Anne     -  50 

Steward,  Augustine  -  -  -  48,  50,  51 
Steward,  Simon,  of  Lakenheath  -  50 

Stewart,  James  -        -        -        -      25 

Stocking  Frame  Alley   -        -        -  15 

Stodeye,  John  and  Joan  de  -  -  -  80 
Stonebridge  -  38 

Stone  House,  The  9 

Stonyclift,  Robert  -      83 

Stoopes,  Robert    -  120 

Stoughton  ( Stockton),  Thomas  (Sir  James) 

93,  126 

Stowley,  see  Towle 

Stratford  (Bromley)  158,  161 

Stratton,  Anthony  -9,  10 

Street,  John  -       50 

Street,  Peter  -     185 

Stringer,  Richard  20 

Stubbes,  Edward  -----  65 
Stucis,  Robert  158 

Stucley,  Anne,    Sir    Hugh,  John,  Lewis 

and  Thomas  -  33,  34 

Sturdis,  John  and  Margaret  -        -  36 

Sturt,  Humphrey  and  Mary  -  78 

Styman  Street  -----  76 
Sugar  Loaf,  Court  and  Yard  -  17,  19 

Sun  and  Pool  of  Bethesda,  The  -      28 

Surrey  Chapel  Almshouses  -        -     142 

Suthes,  Anne        -  23,  71 

Suthes,  John  and  W.  -  -  -  -  23 
Sutton,  Baptista  -  -  -  -  104 

Button,  Henry  -  -  -  -  -  n 
Sutton,  Nicholas  -  -  -  56,  180 
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Swan,  Robert       -        -  -        -       53 

Swan,  The  (Adams  Curiosity  House)       -      69 
Swan,  The(Shoreditch  High  Street)    9,  10,  n 
Swan  Fields  -        9 

Swan  Playhouse   -        -        -        -        -     186 

Swan's  Nest,  The,  Hackney  Marsh  94 

Swan  Yard  -        -        -        -        -        -n 

Swynfou,  John  and  Roberta  -        -         62,  87 
Sydom,  William  -  43 

Sygar,  David  -        -  81 


Talbot  Alley 
Tanner,  • 


Tarlton,  Richard  -        - 

Taylor,  — 

Taylor,  George    - 

Taylor,  Richard    - 

Temple,  Nicholas 

Ten  Acres,  Haggerston  - 

Thacham,  Ann  and  Sarah      - 

Theatre,  The        -        -        - 

Theobald,  archbishop  of  Canterbury 

Theophania,  prioress     -        - 

Thomas,  archbishop  of  Canterbury 

Thomas,  Edward  -        -        - 

Thomas,  Elizabeth        -        - 

Thomas,  John  -        -  13,  66,  76 

Thomas,  Morgan  and  Rees  Goring          -      57 


93.  94 

-  187 

-  25 

-  84 

-  178 
-8,  u 

35.  38 

-  78 
43,  184-87,  190 

91,  169 

-  162 

-  169 


13 

13 


Thomas  Street  - 
Thomson,  Edward 
Thomson,  John  - 
Thome,  Henry  - 
Thornhill,  - 


Thornton,  Mrs.  John    - 

Thornton,  Thomas        -        - 

Thornton,  William        -        - 

Thorold  (Thirold),  Samuel     - 

Thorpe,  Mary 

Thorpe,  Richard  -        - 

Three  Tun  Alley  - 

Thurby,  John       -        - 

Tillard,  Isaac        -        - 

Tillard,  William  - 

Tillotson,  Archbishop    - 

Timmings,  Mary- 

Tipp,  John  - 

Tipping,  RafFe     - 

Tipple,  Jonathan  -        - 

Tirrey,  Thomas    - 

Toller,  Thomas    - 

Tonge,  Thomas    - 

Tooley,  Nicholas,  see  Wilkinson 

ToppefFeld,  William 

Torell,  Henry  and  Anne         -        - 

Torkington,  priory  of   - 

Towerson,  William  and  Margaret  - 

Towle  (Stowley),  Margaret    - 


-  128 

-  175 
158 

-  16 
44 

-  123 

-  16 
95,  126 

57,  58 

-  118 

-  118 
174,  175,  181 

84 

-  7.8 

-  -       -  6,  7 

-  141 

-  113 

-  -       -      29 

-  41,  42,  61,  62 

55,  56 

-  -       -      87 

48,  49 


-  I2O 

94 

-  72 

-  159 

-  67 
178 
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Towle,  Thomas    - 
Towndiche  -        -        - 
Towne,  Henry 
Tracy,  Paul  - 
Tresham,  Francis 
Tresham,  Sir  Thomas  - 

Troswell, 

Trumpington 

Trye,  John  and  Margaret 

Tunstall       -        -        - 

Turgis,  Mary 

Turgis,  Thomas   - 

Turgis,  William  and  Simon 

Turnecole   - 

Turner,    Agnes,    Elizabeth, 

William 

Turner,  John        -        - 
Turner,  John,  alias  Bowyer 
Turney,  Sarah 
Tuwe,  John  de     - 
Twelve  Acres  field 
Twiselford  -        -        - 
Twytton,  Symon  -        - 
Tyssen,  Francis    - 
Tyssen-Tyrrell  estate     - 
Tyssen  Street       -        - 
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-  157,  178,  1 88 

-  89 

-  -      93 

-  -      77 

-  81 

-  81,  82,  84 

-  51 
158,  159,  163 

98 

-  -    158 

-  -       -      25 
-24-25,  174 

-  -    '74 

-  158 
Henry   and 

-  76 

12,    14 

-  -  -        76 

84 

-  32 

-  35 

-  -       -    158 

ii 

-  -  46,  60,  61 

-  -       -     60 

60,  63 


II, 


16 
16 

16 

22 
87 


Underbill,  Andrew       - 

Underbill,  Humphrey  - 

Underbill,  Margaret  - 

Underbill,  William       -        -        - 

Underwood,  Jane 

Underwood,  John 

Unicorn  Alley  -   7,  8 

Union  Street,  see  Copt  Hall  Yard 

Upchurch,  William  -   13,  34,  94,  157 

Urry,  William      -----      25 


Vanner,  Henry  and  Margery          -  -  80 

Vaughan,  Edward                   -        -  -  120 

Vaughan,  Sir  Rowland  and  Stephen  -  7 

Vavasor,  Elizabeth  -  34 

Vavasour,  Theodosia              -        -  -  97 

Vegetable  lecture  at  Shoreditch  Church  -  46 

Verey,  -  135 


Vicars  of  Shoreditch  Church - 
Vince,  Edith,  Joan  and  Robert 
Vineter,  Thomas  le       -        - 
Vinour,  William  - 
Vollett,  David      - 
Vollett,  Elizabeth 


119-121 

-  -       87 

-  -      45 

-  1 20 

24.  '75 

-  '75 
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-      2,  3,  88 
61 

-  84 
5',  84 

47.  84,  134 

-  47,  48,  Ji,  84,  134 

-  159 

-  -       99,  106,  107 

-  174 


-       9' 


Waddington,  Thomas  and  Constance  46 

Wakelin,  Francis  and  Charlotta  44 

Wakelin,  William  and  Mary  -        -  -      58 
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Walbrook.The    - 

Walker,  Thomas  - 

Wall,  Constance  - 

Wall,  Joseph 

Wall,  Katherinc  - 

Wall,  William      - 

Wallingford  Priory 

Wallis,  Richard    - 

Wallis,  William  -        - 

Walrond,  Roger  -        -        - 

Walsh,  Thomas    - 

Walsingham,  Sir  Francis 

Walter  de  Coutances     - 

Walter  de  Witten 

Walter  Fitz Walter 

Walter's  Almshouses 

Waltham,  John  de 

Ward,  James        -        - 

Ware  Park,  chapel 

Ware  Road-        - 

Warren,  Elizabeth 

Warren,  Joan       -        -        - 

Warren,  John       - 

Warren,  Richard  - 

Warren,  Sir  Ralph        -        - 

Warren,  Thomas  -        - 

Watch  house  (Holywell  Cross) 

Waters,  John 

Waterson,  Isabel  -        —        - 

Waterson,  John    - 

Waterson,  Simon-        -        - 

Watson, 

Watts,  Lady  Alice 

Watts,  Alice 

Watts,  Anne 

Watts,  Elizabeth  -        -        - 

Watts,  John 

Watts,  Sir  John    - 

Watts,  Ralph 

Watts,  Thomas  -        - 

Waxham,  Sarah  and  Thomas 

Wayman,  Gerard 

Weale,  Richard    - 

Weaver,  Thomas  - 

Webb,  Henry     167, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 181 

Webb,  John  -        9 

Webb,  Susan  -     170 

Webb,  Thomas    •  -      44 

Webb,  William  and  Sarah     -        -  124 

Webb's  Lane,  see  Dirty  Lane 

Webb's  Square    -        -        -        -        -9,  10 

Webster,  John  145,  147 

Webster,  Sarah    -        -        -        -        -     147 

Welch,  Ann  -       58 

Wellington  Street  57~58 

Welsh,  John  -      37 

Welwyn  158,  159,  160 

Wenlock's  Barn,  prebend  of  -       3,  29,  82,  86 
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48 
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74 

-  99 

-  60 
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-  30 
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10 
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54. 

55. 
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Wenlock  Street    -  86,  88 

Wentworth,  Thomas,  Lord  16 

West,  Edward  174 

Western,  Robert  -  120 

West  Field  -  37 

Westmelne,  Robert  and  Isabella  163 

Westminster  Hall  167 

Westmoreland,  earls  of-  97 

Westmoreland  Place  88 

Weston,  John  90 

Weston,  Richard  and  Mary  -  177 

Westrow,  Mary,  Bennet  and  Dorothy    176,  177 
Wey  mouth  Street  -       39 

White,  -  68 

White,  John  120 

White,  Thomas    - 
White  (Whitt),  William 
White  Hart,  The  (Dirty  Lane) 
White  Hart,  The  (Hoxton  Street)  - 
White  Hart  Lane,  see  Dirty  Lane 
White  Hind  (Whited)  Yard  - 
White  Hone,  The,  High  Street 
White  House,  The,  No.  50,  Hoxton 

Street  -  -  . 

White  House,  The,  between  Nos.  148  and 

156,  Hoxton  Street 
White  Houses,  Constables  Alley 
White  Lion,  The  - 
White  Lion  Street 
Whitelock,  Peter  - 
U'hite  Swan,  The 
Whitmore,  Anne  - 
Whitmore,  Sir  George  - 
Whitmore,  William 
Whitmore,  Sir  William 
Whitmore  Road   - 
Whitpayne,  Francis 
Whittingon's  College 
Whitworth,  JeofFerey  and  Johan 
Wiburd,  John 
Wickes,  John 
Wilby,  Dr.  - 
Wild,  John  - 
Wilkes,  Israel 
Wilkes,  John 
Wilkes  Place 
Wilkins,  Thomas  - 
Wilkinson,  Nicholas  (alias  Tooley)  - 
Wilkinson,  Thomas 
Willan,  Ann  and  Anthony 
Willebye,  William  and  Agnes 
William  of  Ewell  - 
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Wood,  William 
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Young,  Henry  and  Katherine 
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